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ALPHABETICAL ANECDOTES. 



LAUDER, WILLIAM, author 
of a violent attack on the 
originality and literary reputation 
of Milton, whofe imitation of 
the modems, he endeavoured to 
eflablifh, by producing a variety 
of extradls from Paradife Lorf, 
with analogous paflages from pre- 
ceding writers. His book excited 
a confiderable degree of public 
attention, and the writer of it was 
for a fliort time, encouraged by 
Dr. Johnfon, becaufe he thought 
him too frantic to be fiaudulent ; a 
fentence more remarkable for alli- 
teration than argument, as it is 
a common art of felfifli defign, to 
affeft the cant, and ufe the language, 
of warm zeal, and ftrong convic- 
tion. 

Lauder was a man of refpe6^ablc 
literary attainments, with a good 
fhare oi the chara^leriflic acuteneis 
of his countrymen, but Toured in 
his temper br early misfortune, 
and repeated difappointnient^. In 
confequence of a blow from the 
golfer players, On Bruntsjield Links, 
he had been under the necei&ty of 
fubmitting to an amputation of his 
in two attempts to fucceed to 
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a profefTor's chair, and afterwards 
to the office of library keeper to 
the univerfify of Edmburgh, h'p 
failed. Laftly he was tempted to 
publlfh a iplendid and expeniive 
edition of the PpetaTum Scotoruili 
Mufe Sacrp, in two. volume^, 
a work, which promiflng both feme 
and profit, dropped ^Ul-born from the 
prefsy and ferved only to exhauft 
the little money he had faved. 

Thus driven by neceffity to Lon- 
don, eager to attr^6l notice, anxious 
to procure emolument, and not 
very fcrupulous in the meai^ he 
employed; it ftruck him, that 
Milton had laid himfelf open to 
t}ie charge of plagiarlfin, and he 
thought the opportunity a good 
one, for building his own fame, 
at the expence of a poet, whofe 
eminence, the greater it was, would 
in the fame proportion, elevate 
the man, who could make gpod 
his chacges againft him. But con- 
fcious ofthe general partialitj^- in his 
faVpr, he commenced with a decla- 
ration, in which a malignant infi- 
nuation >yas artfully wrapped, in a 
mixture of circtiitoUs candor, and 
contradictory panegyric, while his 
praife, 
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praife, and profefTed defign were 
finguiarly at variance ; like a timid 
enemy, meditating an attack, 
Ready to wound, and yet afraid 

to ftrike, 
He bints applaufe, and hefitates 

diilike. 
** I have no intention," fays Mr. 
Lauder; ** to derogate from the 
merits of the author of Paradife 
Loft, to whom great praife is 
undoubtedly due, for fo beautiful 
a ftru^lure, even if it ftiould be 
proved that a good part of his 
materials were borrowed from his 
neighbours. But it cannot be de- 
nied, that he is coniiderably in* 
debted to the foWowinr; produ^ions: 
Sarcotidos Libri Quinque, pub- 
blilhed by Jacobus Mafenius; to 
Adamus £xul, a Latin Drama, 
written by the learned Grotius; 
and laflly, to a volume of Latin 
Poems, publifhed at Edinburgh, 
by Andrew Ramfay." 

Some of the following paflages, 

with thofe they are compared to, 

perhaps may be thought worthy of 

attention ; from the ftrong rcfem- 

biance both in texture and thought. 

Gravior orcus, fub pedibus tre- 

muit. Grotivs. 

Hell trembled as he trod. 

Milton. 
Adiit ambitio nova, nam me 

judice, 
Regnare dignum eft, ctfi in 
Tartaro ; 

Alto praeefle juvat, 

Coelis quam m ipfis fervire. 

GaoTius. 
■ And in my choice, 
To reien is worth ambition 

tho' mHell. 
Better to reign in Hell than 
fervc in Heaven. Miltok. 



Satan's addrcfs to Eve in Pai'adife 
Loft: 

** Sovereign of creatures, uni- 

verfal dame, &c.'* 
Mr. Lauder pronounces' as evi- 
dently borrowed from the follow- 
ing pafTage of Andiew Ramfay : 
« Poli fceptra capefierc 

digna. 
Quid terras humiles habitas ? — 

■ Cur Terrae exr 

cludere fru^7 

-te Et pomum in- 



videt ille > 
Quod dabit et fecum aetheriis 

adcumbere menfis. 
The following quotation is re- 
markable for having been the 
means of convifling the accufer 
of producing a panage, which, 
in fe6t, never exifted in Paradife 
Loft: 

Lacufque vivi fulphuris, fempcr 
fluunt. QaoTius. 

jfnJ lakes of living fulpbur alivavs 
Jlo<w, Milton. 

A line, the produftion of Lau- 
der's own bram, which, in the 
heat of controvcrfy, or the dex* 
terity of Supporting, in any ivay^ 
the caufe he had undertaken, he 
conceived would not have been 
detected. 

A remarkable fimile of the 
Englifti poet is next brought for- 
ward, in which a fliip is defcribed 
working into port againft wind, 
to illuftrate the ferpent's infinuat- 
ing method of addrcfling our firft 
mother : "^ 

■ " At firft, fide-long, he 

. works his way. 
As when a ftiip by ikillful fteen« 

man wrought 
Nigh rivers mouth, or foreland, 
where the wind 

Vech 
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V^rs oft, as oft fo fteers and 

fhifts her faib ; 
So varied he, and of his tortu- 
ous train, 
CurPd many a wanton wreath 

in fight of Eve, 
To lure her eye." Milton. 

Ut vento portum 

qui forte reflantc 
Non potis eft capcre,— vela 
Carbafeofque finus obliquat, 

tcndere i^e^ta 
Qua nequit, incurvo radit vada 

csrula curfuf 
Sic gnarus verfare dolis, ct 

imagine falfa 
X.udere Tartareus Coluber — 

■ Cirrfum 

Mutat, et ad Palmam converfo 
tramite tendit. Ramsay. 

I will exercifc the patience of 
my readers, by reciting only an- 
other extract from Mr. Lauder's 
accufation ; it is the beautiful and 
pathetic fpeech of the mother of 
mankind to Adam, after the fatal 
iruit had been plucked, and the 
horrors of her utuation are fup- 
pofed to have made a forceable 
impreflion on her imagination : 

► Forfake me not. Thy 

fuppliant • 
I beg and clafp thy knees j be- 
reave me'not 
Of that on which I live, thy 

gentle looks. 
Thy counfeli in this uttermoft 

diftrefs. 
My only ftrength and ftay! 

Forlorn of thee, 
Whither fhall I betake me? 
where fubfift ? 

IVllLTplf. 

Thefe lines, 'in the opinion of 
Mr. Lauder, are almoft a tranfla- 
tion of the following words of 
Grotius, in his Adaoius £xul } 



Ne me relinqiias, nunc tuo 
Auxilio eft opus, •*: . 

Cum verfa fors eft unicum lap* 
faemihi 

Fi rmamen • 

Tc mihi referva, dum licet— 

■■ ■ ■ Reli6ta, quo vadam, 
aut a?vum exigam. 

By fuch allegations was the 
charge againft our great Englifh 
poet liipported; but genius was 
not without its defenders. Of 
thefe, Mr. John Douglas, a Shrop- 
fhire Clergyman, and now Bifhop. 
of Salifbury, was the moft ingeni- 
ous, the moft fpirited^ and moft 
fuccefsful. In a letter addrefled 
to the Earl of Bath, he, in a 
great meafure, vindicates Milton 
from the charge of Plajiarifm, and 
convi6Vs Mr. Lauder of forgery 
and impofition. For as I have 
before obferved, the fimilarity^ in 
many inftances, is remarkable, 
beyond the reach of accidental 
coincidence ; but not content with 
a fairufe of his Vantage ground, 
the Caledonian had called in the 
aid of fraud and impcjfture, which 
blafted his literary chara6ler, and 
prevented the worlds giving credit 
to many v/%\\ grounded objeAions. 

Befides it is almoft impoflible for 
two perfons, one at London, and 
the other at Pekin, writing on the 
fame fubje61:, not to occafionally 
feel the fame imprefRoos, utter 
fimilar fentin>ents, and ufe the 
fame language. 

** Allowing the Plagiarirm," 
fays the advocate for Milton, " does 
rot pvqvc any want of genius* 
The admirer? of Virgil, do not 
confider his keeping Homer ever 
in his eye, as at all depreciating the " 
merits of the ^neid. ' " A work, 
obferv(?d Mr. Douglas, fomewhat pat 
radoxically^ 
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radoxically, and without his ufoal 
precifion, " a work may be original 
^without inventiwy find an imitation 
'without Plagiarifm^'' a pofition, 
which feems to require fome deli- 
beration before we can aflent to it. 
*.* A great genius," continues our 
ingenious writer, " exercifes his 
right of profiting from the labours 
V of another, in Sich a manner, as 
to (htisfy the world of his own 
abilities ; it is not an efFeft of the 
fterility of his fiancy, but of the 
iblidity of his judgment. It is this 
which enables him to give dignity 
to language, and piopricty to epi- 
thet. Let us admit, that Milton 
took many hints from Mafenius, 
John Fox, Grotius, Ramfay, and 
Taubman, )'et the great whole, 
the connecl:ion, and reference of 
part to part, are undeniably his 
own." 

LEOPOLD, MAXIMILIAN, 
JULIUS, of Brunfwick, a 
prince of well dircfted courage 
and aftive humanity. , 

In fevcntcen hundred and eighty 
five, the Oder fuddcnly overflow- 
ing its banks, fpread ruin, death, 
and devaflation over the adjoining 
country, while the, peafents and 
farmers who were able to reach the 
funnmit of a neighbouring hill, 
and other places of lafcty, under 
the ftrong impreffions of terror, 
declined affifting their unfortunate 
companions, who everv moment 
lofmg their holds, werclwept away 
with their cattle and other property, 
by the rapid inundation. 

Irritated by cowardice, prompt- 
ed by benevolent zeal, and contrary 
to the intreaties of his attendants, 
this excellent young man, in a 
fmall boat, committed himfelf to 
to the ftrcam, for the purpofe of 



refcuing feveral onfortuiiate wretch- 
es, who had afcended a tree, which 
the furious torrept, rifing every 
inflant ilill higher, would in a 
(hort time have overflowed. Bent 
on preferving others, but too for^ 
getful of hjmfelf, the boat ftinick 
on a (lump, and this amiable prince, 
whofe intrepidity was only equalled 
by his gooduefs, unfortunately funk, 
to rife no nK>re. 

In the prime of life, and in the 
practice of virtues, without which 
the elevations oirrank, blood, and 
wealth, are only enfigns of dif- 
grace, he fell an illuftrious lacrifice 
to enthufiaitlc philanthropy, which 
prefers dangerous effort to inglori • 
ous fafety ; deplored by a family 
who paffionately doated on him, 
and lamented by a people, who 
fltll record his private worth, 
his public fpirit, and heroic con« 
dud. 

" It is a great confolation," faid 
an inhabitant of Frankfort, upon 
Oder ; " it is a great confolation, 
in the general forrow with which 
we are overwhelmed, on account 
of the prince's death, to recollect 
the numerous inflances in which 
this worthy young man exerted his 
humanity and beneficence. A few 
days after the late ruinous fire, as 
he was vifiting a tradefhian, being 
on a friendly footing with moft of 
the citizens, I addrefTed him in the 
following words. *' In my own 
. name, and that of ray fellow citizens, 
we have a favor to alk of your High- 
ncfs:" *'Whatisit?" faid Leopold. 
" That you will not continue to 
expofe yourlelf to fuch dangers, 
as you did during the late confla- 
gration ; we make this requeft, 
for the fake of thoufands, who 
love and adore you, and who 

would 
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would experience an iiteparabie 
Jofs by yonr death." 
•^ AfFe<^ed as every feeling man 

muft have been, by an expoftula- 
tion fo tender, delicate, and friend- 
ly, the prince replied, " what 
AM I BUT A man; and it is furely 
my duty, to aff6rd every afliftance 
in my power to my fellow crea- 
tures." 

The life of Leopold was tempe- 
rate, fober, and exemplary; his 
manners, gentle and conciliating ; 
from a moderate income, he cx- 
* pended annually on a charity- 
fchool, and other works of mercy, 
upwards of five hundred pounds. 
If princes, and their tUfcendants^ 
^ould be perfuaded, on the fcore 
even of fclf intereft, to follow hu 
example, Levellers might publifli, 
and Republicans le(5ture in vain. 

LILLY, WILLIAM, a ftar- 
gazer of the fixteenth century, 
a prolix but entertaining writer, 
an eye witnefs, and well informed 
hiftorian of the interefting fa6ts 
he relates. Though p.iffing in his 
day for a conjuror^ whofe fcience 
has been nearly laughed out of 
countenance, I fufpedt he did not 
believe in his own art, but, like 
other profeffors^ thought it no crime, 
if mankind wererefolved to be im- 
pofedupon, to take advantage of 
abfurdity, and procure wealth and 
reverence, at the expence of folly. 
** Many have curioufly en- 
quired," fays Lilly, who was pa- 
tronized by Whitelocke, " many 
have curioufly enquired who it 
was that cut off King Charles's 
head ? I have no permiflion to 
fpeak of fuch things, but he that 
did it is valiant, refolute, and of 
a competent fortune." After the 
reftoration, the fubjed of ourpre- 



fent aitiole, «ira$ ejcan^iiied on thii 
fqbje^, before the parliament of 
1 660. " At my firft appearance)" 
fays Lilly, " I was affronted by 
thie young members, who de-* 
manded feveral fcurrilous quei^ 
tions, and I (hould have been 
forely troubled, but for the aflift* 
ance of Mr. Prinn and Mr. Wcf- 
ton, who whifpered to me occa- 
fionaliy, holding a" paper before 
their mouths. Liberty being at 
lafl given me to fpeak, I delivered 
what follows. " The next Sunday 
but one after the execution of 
King Charles the Firft, Robert 
Spavin, fecretary to General 
Cromwell, and feveral others, 
dined with me, when the whole 
of our difcourfe was only, who it 
was that beheaded the king; fome 
fa id the common hangm^^n, fome 
Hugh Petei-s, and feveral otherB 
were named, but none concluded. 
After dinner was over, Robert 
Spavin retiring with me to the 
South window, took my hand, 
and faid ; *' Thefe are all miftaken ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Joyce was the 
man, for I was in the room when 
he fitted himfelf for the work, and 
flood by him when he did it ; no 
man knows, this but my m after, 
Commiflarylreton, and myfelf." 

On a point, the fettling of which 
is confefledly not important, this 
plain unadorned narrative of a co- 
temporary writer, who could have 
no intereft in mifleading, and who 
has been generally confidered,when 
on terra firma, and not among the 
ftars, as a refpeftable evidence, w.e 
fhould naturally fupppfe, would 
bcdecifive; yet Monfieur D*Ar. 
naud, on what foundation I have 
not been able to difcover, has pub. 
liflied a different account in his 
Delaflements 
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Debfiennents de VHommt fenfi- 
ble, with foknfin aflerttons of its 
truth. 

" Lord Stair," fays the writer I 
qnote, whofe pages I fear have been 
tmbellifhed, " Lord Stajr, once 
the favourite General of Kin^ 
George the Second, retired in dif- 
guft, from fomc real or imaginary 
flight offered to him, at the battle 
bf Dettingen. In his way to 
Scotland, making a fhort flay in 
London, he was furprized at re- 
ceiving an anonymous letter, ear- 
neiliy intreating, that he would 
fevour the writer with an in- 
teiriew, as he had particulai s of 
the higheft importance to com- 
municate. 

Pronged by curiofity, and the 
pathetic energy of the writer, he 
went to the place appointed, pre- 
rioufly taking certain meafures for 
bis fafety. It was in a remote 
quarter of the town, the common 
lifidence of poverty and wretched- 
nefi, that following the dire^ions 
of the letter, he knocked at the 
door of a fmall tenement, which 
f^ood at the corner of an obfcurc 
ally, when he was conducted by 
an attendant, fuitable to the habi- 
tation, up a narrow flair-cafe, into 
a dirty garret, in which, by the 
glimmering light, he perceived, 
ftretched on a bed, a very old 
man, who, after an apology, en- 
tered into difcourfe on the private 
hiflory of his Lordfhip's family, 
mentioning many anecdotes, not 
generally known, and concluded 
with aiking him, whether he had 
not experienced great inconveni- 
ence for want of certain deeds re- 
lating to his paternal eflate? 
♦* Yes,'* replied Lord Stair, ** for 
want of thofe parchments, I am 



in great danger of Jofing a portion 
of my inheritance." " There," 
replied the old man, giving a key, 
and pointing to a ca/ket by the 
bed-fide, ** there are the writings 
depofited. You will naturally wifh 
to know by what means they came 
into my poflelfion, and 4X'ho I am. 
After leading a wandering and un- 
happy life, prolonged to one hun- 
dred and twenty- five years, I live 
to behold, in yourfelf, a lineal 
defcendant from me, in the third 
generation ! I have for fome time 
heard, with delight, the glorious 
career you have trod; but, to 
make up, as far as was in my 
powery for the frowns of fortune, 
and your prefent difgrace-at court, 
I refolved to put into your polTes- 
fion, the contents of the cafket. 

** The unhappy old man you 
fee before you, was a fubje£l^ and 
once a favourite of King Charles 
the Firfl, but fufpe^Hng him of 
having feduced tny daughter, the 
domeftic indignity converted a 
loyal attachment, into bitter ha^ 
tred, and an infatiable thirfl of re- 
venge. I joined in all the violent 
meafures of the tin)es, was an ac** 
tive partiz^n in the feveral vi^o- 
ries of the parliament forces; and 
refining on a vengeance, not to be 
fatiated but by blood; ^fter the 
degradation and trial of my fbve- 
reign, I requefled permiilion to 
be his executioner,, which was 
granted ; at the moment of lifting 
the fatal axe, I communicated to 
him, in the rancour of revenge, 
the name, and motives of the per- 
fon who put him to death. From 
that hour, my foul has been a prey 
to diflradion and remorfe ; 1 nave 
been an outcafl, and a voluntary 
exi)e in different parts of Europe 

and 
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«nd Afia; and Heaven,, as if to 
tncreafe vaf puniihmenty has pro- 
longed my life beyond the com-^ 
moil age of man. I fubmit to the 
will of Providence, without repin- 
ing ; ail that I aik, and mud infift 
on, is, that 3rou will leave me to 
my fate, and filed a tear to the 
memory of one, whofe repentance 
and fufferings on this fide the 
grave, will, I truft, expiate his 
criflac," 

Lord Stair, agitated by the reci- 
tal, and melted by the lorrows of 
his anceflor, foon departed, but 
returned the next day, with a de* 
fign to perfuade him to retire to 
the North, and, in the hofpitable 
manfion of his forefathers, pafs the 
remainder of his life, in comfort 
and tranquility ; but the old man 
had precipitately quitted the fpot> 
without a pbffibility of tradng his 
footileps ; and in fpite of every ef- 
fort, his fate remains a myilery to 
the prefent hour. 

Thefe circumfiances, unfupport- 
cd by cotemporary or referential 
evidence, and involved in a ro- 
mantic .cloud, will not bear the 
touchfione of criticifm and fcrupu- 
lous enquiry; yet the event it 
^>eaks of, which unhinged the 
form of government in theie king- 
doms, which filed the bed blood, 
and diffipated the fortunes (^ thou- 
(ands, has been a frequent fubje^ 
of ardent and interefiing difcuf- 
fion. It was undoubtedly a fear- 
fill, a tremendous quefiion ; and I 
believe few ferious and well de- 
iigning men would wiih to be 
phiced in the fituation of thofe, 
whofe office it was to decide on 
the life or the death of the king. 

Si non periiflet periiifemus, were 
the words of a popular writer of 



that time; I fear the*proceedtiig 
was dictated by the dern law 
of political neoeffity ; and after at 
cool a confideration of the cir-« 
cumfiance in all its afpe^Sb, aS « 
man of warm feelings ^s C2u>abie 
of giving it, I am clearly of^ opi- 
nion, that if Charles the Firfi had 
proved vi^rious in his conteft 
with the people of £ogiand ; in- 
dead of having called in and re- 
warded the mild vittues of a 
Brunfwick, we fiiould at the pre- 
fent ifioment have been groaning 
under an abfolute monarchy ; with . 
our fetters rivettcd by the merci- 
lefs bigotry of Laud, the affeded 
fi-anknefs, but difguifed arbitrary 
principles of Clarendon and Straf- 
ford. 

It was thought, fays a daiing 
writer, a bold expreliion of Oliver 
Cromwell, ** that if he found him- 
felf oppofite the king in battle, he 
would difcharge his piece into his 
bofom, as foon as any other man's." 
** But I go farther," continues 
this fpirited author, " had J lived 
in thofe days, I would not have 
waited for chance to give me an 
opportunity of doing my duty. 
A king, whofe a^Vions could juf- 
tify rebellion, I would have fought . 
tlirough the ranks, and without 
the lead perfonal enmity, have 
diicharged my piece into bis bofom, 
rather than any other man's." 
Cromwell, at the moment he fpoke, 
little thought he fiiould hereafter, 
outdrip the unhappy Charles in 
fubverting the conflitution of his 
country, and merit a feverer fate. 
The commentator on his words, in 
the violence of animofity againd 
kings, feems not to have treated the 
inroads of the ufurper, with his 
nfual acrimony and emphafis.. 

LITERARY 
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LITERARY MEN; their irri- 
tability, feclufion, and inapt- 
nefs for performing the common 
duties of life, have been often 
rei;narked and frequently cenfurcd ; 
yet fomething may be pleaded in 
excufe for indulging in p>urfuits, 
which, abforbfng for a time all 
our fecultics, offer an effe6tual, 
perhaps an innocent opiate, to 
mental inquietude. ' 

Pitied or defpifed by the mer- 
chant, the man of pleafurc, the 
fportfnian, or the difpatcher of 
three bottles, and buried in the 
fhades of rural retirement, or loft 
in the crouded capital ; an author 
derives from pad evil,' or prefent 
folly, inftru^tion, amufement, and 
employment ; fondly imagining, 
that, at fome diftant period, tardy 
poftcrity may be prevailed on to 
lender the unavailing tribute of 
praife to that merit, which has 
been unnoticed by his cotempora* 
ries. 

So wayward in condud, fo aveife 
to all nile, 

fiy fools deem'd a madmani by 
wife men, a fool. 
Such reveries, with refpeft to the 
public, may be coniidered as harm- 
lefs; and if, like other dreams, 
they vanifli into air, can only con- 
duc^ a reclufe to oblivion, the 
common lot of millions. 

Literary productions will alfo 
naturally receive a tinge from our 
tempers, our affociates, and the 
great events of our lives ; to thefe 
we are indebted for the midnight 
forrows of Young, the pathetic 
effiifions of Hammond^ the plain- 
tive fenneto of Charlotte Smith, 
and the elegy of Gray. 

But whik we make allowance 
£pr the keen ieiifibility of geotusi 



and the pangs of real mifery, I 
think it neither right or reafonable, 
that individuals degraded by vice 
and folly, iho^ld^ on every emer- 
gency of diftrefs, niih inconti- 
nently to the prefs, and pour them- 
felves out in high-wrought rant 
and tumid declamation, againft 
fate, mankind, hard-hearted pa- 
trons, and a cruel world. Would 
fuch perfons rcfle6i for a moment 
on their own imprudent condo6l, 
they might difcover ample caufe 
for all their failures. 

Neelefting this needful retrof- 
pedt, Sibilitated profiiiion, exhauft- 
ed luxury, wild theorifts, mad poli- 
ticians, andenthufiafticaffe£tation, 
cloathing themfelves in the digni- 
fied garb of ftruggling virtue and 
honourable poverty, at times over* 
whelm the town with volumes of 
felf-begotten mifchance, and reams 
of fiditious woe ; heaven and earth 
are invoked to heal wounds which, 
with a little common fepfe, would 
never have been inflicted, and to 
foothe forrows, which a minute 
portion of .prudent adivity might 
effectually prevent, and fpeedily 
remedy. Thefe miftakes it would 
be inhuman to cenfure fevercly, 
but they ought not to efcape notice ; 
for vicious, or negligent failure, 
has no legal claim to that pity and 
affiftance which open-hearted ho- 
nefty,** perfonal merit, and induf- 
trious application, ought ever to 
experience. We (hould, as long 
as it is in our power, apply our 
fhoulder to the wheel, rather than 
fit down, like the defpairing wag- 
goner, with folded arms, and 
throwing ourfelves on the public, 
a helplels, cumberfome, and dif- 
faonorable load. 

I dofe the prefent article with 
a reflexion 
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% refiedtion made at an early period 
of his career as a writer, by Sir 
William Jones, of whom his coun- 
try and the world have been de- 
prived, fince the fiiil edition of 
this coIle6tioii ; and I earneftly rc- 
commend it to the qoniideration of 
every yoong man who feels the 
cacoethes fcribendi creeping on 
fcim. ** The orofeffion of htera- 
ture, .hy far the moil laborious of 
any, ieads to no real benefit; po- 
etry, fcience, and letters, when 
not made the fole bufinefs of life, 
jnay become its ornaments in prof- 
penty, itsmoft j)leafing confolation 
JO -adverjGty; W he who hopes, 
by flaere learning and books, to 
raife a &mily, or acquire a com- 
fortable retreat for old age, will 
find, when it is too late, that he 
has miiUken hispath ; that labours 
and fhidies of a ^r different kind 
are neceflary, and that unleis he 
can ailbrt his own independence in 
a^ve life, it will avail him little, 
to be favored by the learned, ef- 
.teemed by the eminent, or even 
to be recommended by kings." If 
thefe were the convictions of a 
man eminently qualified to decide 
on fuch a queflion, of one 

** Whofe early genius, fpurniqg 

time's controul, 
** Had reach'd, ere others flart, 
the difhint goal ;" . 
what are the profpeCb of an unfor- 
tunate, but not unfrequent clafs of 
' individuals, who, with the feden- 
tanr habits, improvident thought- 
'lefmeis, and other unpropitious 
tendencies of a literary reclq^, 
pofleis only common attainments, 
.and jpowers not .foaring above me- 
diocrity ? 

; T .OmS XV. *ij}g of France. 

. XrJ This Ihort article is intro- 
AToi. II. 



duced for the fake of relating a 
tranfaCtion, creditable to a king^ 
who would not fuffer his private 
feelings to conquer that love of 
public jufHce, which ought ever 
to be paramount in the breafl of 
jTovereigns^ I feize the opportunitjr^ 
in order to prove, notwitbilancUng 
what has b«en infinuated^ tl^ | 
am as willing to do juftice ,tP 
crowned head^ as .to pnv^e indi- 
viduab. God forbid I ibwld eyQr 
be tempted .to fuppreis one me^OAQ- 
rial, or one aumentic docvinient, 
in iavour of the mod arbitri^ 
tyrant that ever reigned. 

A prince of the blood having 
difgraqed himfelf by /obbqry and 
murder, in the Ifrects of f ari$, 
was taken into cuftody, and, aftqr 
being tried hy the pai'liament, a 
deputation waited pn the King to 
inform him ojf the circumflaaPPy 
hut that djey iwould not pronounce 
fentence 'tUl the .royal pleafjire 
wasiknown. 

" And why not, gentlemen?" 
** The unhappy Prince," replied 
the prefident, a patriot as well as. a 
genUeman, for they may be united^ 
even in j'rance, " the unhappy 
Prince has your Majelfy's blood m 
his veins." 

** It is become putrid, andmMift 
be let out," anfwered the JECiQg. 
Another of the deputies venturing 
to hint at .pardoning the offence, 
his Majefly clofed the bufinefs by 
faying, in an elevated voice, while 
mercy and juflice applauded his 
condud, *^ Return, without del^, 
and pronounce yQpr decree; fpr, 
on ,my hopes of ,^lvation, .^d hy 
the facred. (mil ,1 .hold .from.Qod, 
he ihonld die, if he wfre najy only 
ion." 

The murderer was executed on 
C a fbaffold 
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SI fcaffold, in the court of the 
Grand Chatelet, in the early part 
of the prefent century. 

LUDWiG, JOHN, a Saxon 
pcafant, born at Codaude, a 
village near Drefden, of odious 
afpea and favage manners. Hav- 
ing, with difficulty, been taught to 
read and write at the parifti fchool, 
he was, after many inefFcftual ef- 
forts and fcvcre floggings, pro- 
nounced too ftupid for arithmetic, 
and difmifled, with difgrace, to 
cow-keeping and ruftic drudgery. 
From this time, to the age of 
twenty, he neither touched a pen 
or perufed a book, but aflbciating 
with low women, of infamous 
character, and abandoning himfelf 
to vicious excefles, forgot the little 
he had acquired; his health was 
alfo very much impaired, and his 
apparent natural Ihipldity confi- 
derably increafed, by debauchery 
and intern piera nee. 

At this period of his life, being 
accidentally witnefs to a difpute 
between two farmers, at a country 
Wake, concerning a matter, on 
which he thought himfelf able to 
communicate information, he of- 
ficioufly interfered, and rudely 
gave his opinion. It has been 
laid, I believe, by Dr. Blair, th^t 
whatever a man clearly conceives, 
he can properly exprete ; yet Lud- 
wig, although he faw the pei Tons 
he had interrupted were wrong, 
felt confufed and abaftied, and 
entirely unable to deliver his fcnti- 
xnents in a manner fatisfaftory to 
himfelf, or intelligible to others. 
He was, of courfe, laughed at and 
abufed, as an impertment fool, 
and a filly clown, with other epi- 
tiicts too grofs to repeat, borrowed 



from the nature and tendency of 
his {ileafutes and companions. 

He who had for years perfevercd 
in a courfe of brutal profligacy, 
who had refifted parental intreaty, 
the rod of the pedant, and the 
admonition of the pulpit, could 
not bear the keen farcaim of ridi- 
cule, and the cutting reproaches 
of contempt. Quitting a fcene of 
merriment, focial glee, and intem- 
perate pleafure, to minds like his^, 
an almoft irrefiftible temptation, 
he retired to his cottage, and pafled 
a folitary, a fleeplefs night, m the 
anguifli of bitter repentance. But 
the trying interval was produftivc 
of falutary refolutions; he inftantly 
forfook the degrading fociety to 
which he had devoted himfelf, 
and induftrioufly followed a new 
occupation, the felling vegetables 
from door to door, for the fake of 
avoiding his old affociates. He 
purchafed a bible with the firft 
money he could fave, and applied 
every moment he could fpare fronci 
labour and reft, to the recovery 
of reading and writing. His ap- 
plication was fuch, that during 
the following icvere winter, which 
confined him almoft wholly to his 
cottage, he read through the fcrip- 
tures five times, and filled three 
quires and a half of paper with 
referential notes and texts, quoted 
in the margin of his bible. 

His reformation of manners 
being obferved,' he was appointed, 
as is the cuftom of Saxony, to 
receive the excife for a little dif- 
tri6t, which adding three crowns a 
year to his income, enabled him 
to purchafe a few books, the want 
of which had hitherto been an ob- 
fiacle to his making further pro- 
ofs 



grds m acquirement. It was in 
confequence of this Jittle appoint- 
ment in gathering the revenue, 
that the definable alteration in his 
conduft was firft noticed by Mr. 
Hoffman, a ^ommifTary, ft*om whofe 
account I relate the circumflance. 

In his abjeft (late of fenfuality, 
he had been occafionaily employed 
in menial fervices by this gentle- 
man, who faw, with plcafure, the 
change, encouraged him to perfe- 
vere, and gave him books.* With 
thefe and other helps, he made 
Jiimfelf mafler of arithmetic, vul- 
gar and decimal fra6lions^ geome- 
try, and fpherical trigonometry ; 
and frequently gratified the little 
pride of his heart, or his refent- 
ment, on a Sunday morning, bv 
putting puzzling queflions to his 
former mailer, whom he had 
{corned to confult, from the re- 
membrance of l>is fever ity and 
flripes. 

On IVf r. Hoffman's next ofljcial 
vifit to the village, he was highly 
intereiled and gratified, by the 
fnoral and inteJJe£tual improve- 
ments of Ludwig. On entering 
his cottage, a ruinous hovel, it 
prefented a fingular fpe^lacle ; the 
walls, which had been almofl black 
with fmoke, were covered with 
propofitions and anagrams, written 
in chalk ; the (helves, bench, and 
table, were occupied by a (Irange 
mixture of. domeftic utenfils, and 
mathematical and other indru- 
ments, of fingular, but ingeniouis 
workman(hip; having been obliged, 
from the (late of his finances, to 
have recourfe to his own mechanir 
cal contrivance for the(e helps. 
The conimiflary was fo much 
pleafed with his converfation, that 
|ip invited him to his houfe, at 
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'Drefden ; and foon afler, i^tihiiig 
to purchafe a few books, he re- 
paired to that city. 

With fear ai^d trepidation be 
knocked ^t Mr. Hoffman's door, 
and the fervant, on feeing one 
whom, from his drefs, he thought 
a ploughman, was on the point of 
not admitting him, as a party, of 
gentlemen, of learning and dif- 
tindlion, were expelled to dinner ; 
but his mafler accidentally pai3ing» 
immedJately recognized the reform- 
ed mathematician of Codaude, and 
kindly welcomed him. After dref- 
fing him in a fuit of his own cloaths, 
he introduced him to the company, 
with whoni he pafied the day, 
Ludwig was ren^arked for the pro- 
priety of his behaviour, joining in 
the various topics of conyerfation, 
and communicating much ufefiil 
information on fubjeAs of mecha- 
nifm, calculation, and agriculture* 
Before they feparatpd, Mr. Hoff- 
man explained to his vifitors the 
fingular circumflances oJF the pea- 
fant*s cafe. They made a hand- 
fome coUedlipn, with many pro- 
mifes of providing for him, if he 
• chofe to remove to Drefden; but 
he thankfully declined their offers^ 
declaring, that the money in hi^ 
pocket would make hini the bap- 
pieft man in Saxony ; it would 
lerve to repair h.is habitation, pro- 
cure . a few neceflary book^ an4 
in(lrume|it§, and enable him to 
pafs his life in a way, of ajl others, 
he preferred. 

The fubjedl of this article is ^ 
ilrjking example, and an impref-r 
iiye proof, that the mental and 
moral faculties may be often and 
efFe^lually rouzed to exertion, by 
incitements and modes eafily prac- 
tifed and applied, by judgment 
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Mi iextttiief^ Gttt tSMf foreign 
to the rod aW iflv^^Hvc of a fero- 
cious pedant, which, iq fome 
fbindii, only tend to exafperate 
febelli($itt paifions, and confirm 
inveterate mipidity. 

Of the merits of the defeats of 
l)avid Williams, as an enlightened 
tfcligioas pafKir, or a modern hiflo- 
fhn, I am not qualified to fpeak, 
Aough a ranting declaimer tells 
file, nis plans are politicallj inju- 
fious, dnd pra6Hcall7 inexpedient ; 
tMit, on the important fubjed of 
Education, Mr. Williams writes 
Hke a philofopher and a man of 
A&6p penetration, well acquainted 
With the human heart. He hi% 
paMifhed oil the fubje6t, but if he 
could prevail on himfelf to revife 
his papers, arid read a public courfe 
of feoures, with inferences from, 
and applications to, a£Hve life, it 
would be rendering an important 
finrtice to mankind, by enabling 
parents' to fuperintend and dire6t, 
If Hoi Wholly manag;e, the educa- 
ticto of their ofispring, at times 
r whdn the fchoolmafter is abfent ot 
forgotten ; the price of admifiioil 
ihould be moderate, the language 
snd fnggeftions fhould be calculated 
to all ranks, and the bufinefs of 
rbligion left to private opinion. 
T UDLOW, EDMUND, a 
JLj cfotfmiander in the civil war 
which raeed between Charles the 
Firft and his fubje£h, who contri- 
buted, by perfonal courage and 
a£^ive diligence, to the degradation 
and death of that unhappy Prince* 
General Ludlow appears to have 
pod^iled political integrity, iand.td 
nave afted fro^ a firm convi£tion 
6f the King'lK unconftitutienkl con- 
^ft ; he cdnfidered a republican 
fbrni of gotdnment ds bot calca-^ 



hted for protfioting public virtue^ 
as well as private happinefs. His 
opinions, perhaps, were erroneous, 
but if they were built on a fuppo- 
fition, that the bulk of mankind 
were a6hiated by the fame public 
fpirit. which warmed his own bo- 
fom, it was a glorious, an honefl 
miilake. 

After -rendering effe6loal aflift- 
ance towards the abolition of regal 
power, he boldly and confiftcntly 
eppofed the felfifh ambition of 
dromwell, reje^ing, with fcorn, 
the fplendid offers of that fuccefs- 
fiil ulurper, whofc conduft can be 
defended on no other plea than 
felf-defence ; he had created, in 
thofe turbulent times, a hoft of 
enemies, of all parties and all de- 
nominations, from whofe open vio- 
lence, or difguifed malice, nothing 
but the mafiy and oppreffive fhield 
of m^itary defpotiun was able to 
protect him. From fuch men, and 
from fuch meafures, our ftern re- 
publican retired to Vivay, in Swit- 
zerland: the houfe in which he 
lived is diflinguifhed by the follow^ 
ing infcription, 

Omne folum forti patria ; 
which ou» Engliih travellers, in. 
their flight over the Alps, view 
with emotiohs of triumph, detefta- 
tibii, or indifference, according to 
the difierent impreffions of preju- 
dice and education. 

Sown after the revolution of 
1688, when the regal prerogatives 
Were duly bounded^ and the rights 
of the people in yS«f degree afcer- 
tained, Ludlow offered his fervices 
to William the Thh^, which he 
readily accepted ; biit his inten- 
tions wfere counteracted by the 
hatred of fome of his perfonal 
enemies in parhament, abetted by 
aparty^ 
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a putff vteb, doriag-tke greater 

Eart <k thst reign, conceal^ their 
atred of ft ktt govornmeot, aiki 
their efforts to embarraft siil its 
tneafures, under the fpocions maik 
of public fpirit, and a timid jea- 
louij of a prince, to whom we are 
indebted (whatever might be his 
motives) for the bleffings civil of 
and religious liberty, which Icrufl we 
ihall long be able as well as willing 
oot only to protect but extend^ for 
Multum adhuc reftat op^ris. 
Tho* much is done, yet much 
remains to do. 

LYTTLETON, Lord, fon of 
the venerable and illuitrious 
author of the Hiftory of Henry 
the Second, remarkable for an 
early difpJay, and a flagitious prof- 
titution of great abilities. That he 
would not only be a libeitine, but 
a libertine deftroyed, was a decla- 
ration prophetic of his fate, which 
he is (aid, OKi good authority, to 
have uttered with an oath, when 
only twelve years of age. Yet, 
with all his vices, and a total ab- 
fence of moral principle, he 
attained no fmall confequence as a 
parliaraentaiy fpeaker, and with- 
out application on his part, was 
appointed chief juflice in eyre, a 
finecure which his father, a man 
of dignified fentiment and eNcel4ent 
qualities both of head and heart, 
could never procure. 

This ilkiihrtous wanderer, from 
the paiths of propriety and virtue, 
united with ihamelefs profligacy, 
and a front which no blufh had 
ever difconcerted, a weaknefe not 
often to be fonnd in minds en- 
lightened by educatfon and a know* 
l^e of the world : he believed 
that amiritions ^or ghods occafion- 
ally vibted the eftith; and would 



froquentljr ra^ Ih»^cB» wttk vio«. 
leiicev at taigmglki, ISar the fervanoi, 
who, on entering his apartmenti 
genendlr found him fitting in bedf 
in a cold fweat, with a countenanot 
evincing every fymptom of terrov 
and diusay. Thefe vifitations of 
a guilty confcience, or a difordered ' 
imagination, were probably pro*' 
duced, or fometimes aggravated 
by intoxication; and he would 
oblige one or more of his dooats^ 
tics to fit with him for the remain* 
der of the night. 

The man who has paflbd a lifii 
of fin and enormity, needs net I 
believe be haunted by any Spirit 
more terrific than the flingmg re« 
fie£tion of crimes unrepentedf 
time mis-fpent, and talents unculti^ 
vated ; in the defpair of a loft 
heaven, and the horrors of a hell 
which awaits him, be may be (aid 
to '^ meet the ghofls of bis depart 
ed days, a numerotis train, who 
frown like furies." 

I hope for the honor of humaii 
nature, that many anecdotes re* 
hted of him, and many declara* 
tions attributed to hioi, bad no 
other foundation than that kind of 
bravado, which dninkenoefi ani 
iniquitous vanity too o&e& pno* 
dnce; many of them I «m per 
fiiaded deduce their cn-igin from 
one of his weU known afibciatei, cf 
ceerulean coumenaace, and infii* 
mous li£e. Yet, if all be a itE^m^ 
they are fuch fictions as would oolf 
be conceived in, and ^mlied tPb 
the kft and moft >execrable ftate #f 
human depravity. 

The douis of this yotmg i!Rftn« 
who I wifli ind Jiever 4»eea hgKn^ 
was hafteaed by oifier heating him- 
felf in ruaniAg or walkiog jfer # 
wager, and ancaatiottfly ibtolmc 

after 
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a^it; yet his preternatural pre- 
pofleffions followed dim to the lail; 
Mody on his death-bed, he per- 
fifted, as long as fenfe remained, 
that for feveral days preceding, 
the curtain drawn back by an invi- 
fible hand, had opened at the foot 
of his bed, and prefented to his 
'fight a fluttering dove 5 a convi<fitj- 
on which no argument or nK>de of 
demonibating his miftake in the 
circumllance, could at ail remove. 
A fmall volume of letters were 
foon after publifhed, fuppofcd to be 
written by him, which I believe 
few have read without pleafure. 
P' . #This produftion _of. the prolific 
y^/(A pen of Mr. Cin?be,_the eccentric 
author of the Diaboliad, and fe- 
veral pamphlets during theregency 
debates, is faid, by good judges, to 
contain letters, on the fcore of 
compofition, fentiment, and lan- 
guage, exa^ly fuch as Lord Lyt- 
tleton lumU have written ; it is a 
fort of epiftolary portrait, a pic- 
/ ture of his mind, a flrong likenefs, 
and the work of an>abie hand. 

** My infenfibiiity to reputation'* 
fays this writer, perfonifying my 
lord, ** is not fo great as you 
would believe, for the heart of a 
bad man, with all his boailing, 
cannot be at eafe, when he pretends 
to defpife the opinion of mankind. 
Depend on it, he is a hypocrite 
twelve hours out of the four and 
twenty, and hypocrify is the homage 
which vice pays to virtue. I ac- 
knowledge that I have endeavour- 
ed to turn my back on the good 
opinion of the world, and that I 
have fometimes accomplifhed the 
bufinefs without confiifibn of face, 
but never without confufion of 
heart. An inflance highly mortify- 
ing to me very lately prefented itfclf. 



** At a numerous public meet- 
ing in the county, where my 
father lives, where his property and 
influence are coniiderable, and his 
name refpe6led, I was not only 
deferted but avoided. I found my- 
felf alone in the crowd, and what 
was (HJl worfe, alone out of the 
crowd : I pafled the remainder of 
the day without company, and 
two or thr^e fuch evenings would 
either have driven me to deipair, 
or have reformed me. I flew from 
folitude, which muf^ have pro- 
duced conviftion, to difSpation, 
company, riot, and intempe- 
rance. Vice, be it what it may, will 
flill find fome one or other to 
flatter it. There are aflemblies of 
people, where, when public and 
honourable fociety has hifled you 
from the flage, you may find not 
only reception but applaufe. 
Where you meet with every art 
to hufh the pains of reflecftion, 
and to keep out the intrufions of 
confcience : this, indeed, is aii 
evil, but I fee not how it can be 
remedied, till you perfuade young 
men that praife and approbation 
are only valuable in proportion 
to the real merits of thole who 
beftow them.*' 

The following inventive, I think, 
every man cannot but agree with, 
who has in his time been fubjeft 
to the fcurrilities of goffips and 
fools, who catch at every opportu- 
nity of dw^elling on the mifconduft 
of perfons ijrho ha^ve fome charac- 
ter, and whofe fuperior endow- 
ments they at once hate and fear. 

" My relation then turns up his 
eyes, and . j(hrugs his flioulders 
when my name is mentioned— 
this indeed is a flinging mortifica- 
tion, and proves how very infig. 
nificant 
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nificant I muft be, to be openly 
defpifed by infignificance. How 
loud muft the hi£ of the world be, 
when fuch a puny whipfter infults 
me. If honourable men were to 
fpeak of me with contempt, I 
would fubmit without refentment, 
for I have, deferved it ; if they 
Chould pit^ me, I would thank 
theni, for mdeed it is more than I 
merit ; if mankind defpife, I have 
only to refift, or fly from their 
contempt. But to be an object of 
fupercilious airs, from one who, 
two years ago, would have wiped 
the duft from my (hoes, and per- 
haps two years hence, will be 
proud of the fame office, a puny 
pratler, who does not poflefs a 
Efficient degree of talent or impk)r- 
tance to give dignity either to 
virtue or crime — to be the butt of 
-fuch a one fevercly mortifies me. 
Were I on the other fide of the 
water, his back-biting looks and 
Ihrugs ihould be changed in a mo- 
ment to well made bows, and 
fuppliant poflures. If I live, the 
icurvy knave ihall do me ho- 
mage, his fubfervient attentions 
{hsSi give the lie to the infolence of 
his humbling compafiion. The 
day of my revenge will come, 
when he (hall open his mouth 
for me to fpit in it, as he was 
wont to do, and perfoim eveiy 
trick of a parafite; his genius is 
to fetch anci carry, a very fpanie!,. 
made to fawn, and eat your leav- 
ings." 

Speaking of a woman, bothbeaur 
tifiil and good, he (ays, •* She is 
capable of makiitg the bad, good ; 
the incon(bnt, flablc; and the 
giddy, wife." 

Tlic followitig is fo very appli- 
cable to the crying evil of the 



prefent times, and to the ciratm- 
(bnces and fituations of two-thirds 
of our young men, that I think 
it cannot meet the public eye too 
often ; if I ought not to fay, 
repetita placebit, I may fay, re- 
petita docebit. 

" Miferable is the man who has 
nothing to do, for the human in- 
telle6l, like nature, abhors a 
vacuum, and will embrace any 
thing, however criminal or trivial, 
rather than be without an obje^ : 
had I kept my feat in parliament, 
moft of the unpleafant predica* 
ments in which I am involved, 
would have been avoided. I 
fhould have had employment, my 
paifions would have been incited 
by proper animating obje6b, and 
my vanity fufficiently fatisfied. You 
know me well enough to be con- 
vinced, that, to fix my att^tion, 
there muft be fomething which 
infpires defire, roufes activity, 
keeps hope on the (^retcji, and has 
a degree of high colouring about 
it ;'power and popularity are of this 
kind, and Tamconvinced they would 
have kept under the bafer paifions, 
at leaft if I was deftined to be a 
(lave, my flavery would have been 
of a more honourable kind ; but 
lofing a fituation fo fuitabie to me, 
I yielded myfelf a vi6tim to diflb- 
lute manners. 

" I do not mean to write dif- 
refpe6lfully of my father, but he 
was very ignorant of mankind; 
though an able writer with confider- 
able underftanding and knowledge, 
he was almoft chifdifh in his ma.n« 
agement of domeftic parental con-" 
cerns. He wanted that neceGzry 
difcernment which enables a father 
to read the charadter of his child, 
to watch its growing difpofitions, 

and 
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and gent!3r mould them to his 
will. I have been facriiiced .to fa- 
mily vani^t and at a time when J 
was not fenfible of it. There is 
a good deal of difference between' 
a good man and a good father ; I 
have known bad men who excel- 
led my father as much in parental 
care, as he was Aiperior to thera 
in real virtue. Being the only boy, 
and only hope of the family, and 
taught, almoft before I could un- 
derlland it, that I had an heredi- 
tary and collateral right to geniusi, 
talents, and virtue, my eariieft 
jM^ttle was the fubje6t of conti- 
nual, admiration: as I increafed 
4b years, I was encouraged io 
tx>ldnefi, which partial fancy called 
manly tonfidence ; while iallies of 
•impertinence, for which I ought 
to have been fcourged, were fond- 
If and latallv confidered as marks 
4»f an aftoniilMng pre-maturity of 
abiliHes. 

*^ My difpofitions demanded 
'prdlure and reflraint in no com- 
mon degree, but vanity .had fo 
blinded the eyes of my relations, 
that they fpoiit my mind by libcr- 
I ty and encouragement, in the hot- 
bed of flattery, for fuch was eveiy 
company where I was introduced. 
The late' Lord Bath, Mrs. Monta- 
gue, and many others, joined in 
the family incenfe, and contribut- 
ed to my ruin. I was thus nurfed 
into an early (late of audacity, 
aad was at>ie at any time to raife 
the kuigh egainft my iiather or my 
4iAcle. 

♦* After travelling, withoutcon- 
4FQnlin;point of ea^penee, and|;Ga- 
fifytng every excef^ «nd every 
fmffion.; lat my return, becaufe I 
SDaade^irdaweQr^botd fp^tcb in par* 



liament, I was received iCt home 
with a warmth, delight, and 
triumph, which was due to vir- 
tue alone. To give folidity to my 
cbara3;er, and to correal youthful 
ine^^rience, a rich and amiable 
young lady was chofen for my 
wife. I confefs flie was handfome, 
and bad many good qualities, bur 
fhe was cold as an anchonte, and 
though formed to be the beft wife 
in the world to a good hufband, 
was by no means cakulated to re- 
claim a t>ad one.*' 

In another letter, which he is 
Juppofcd to write on receiving in- 
telligence of his father's death, 
tho& who recoiled him mufl be 
ilruck with the following : 

^' I awoke, and behold I was a 
Lord; from infernal dreams and 
an uneafy pillow, from infignifi- 
cance and defertion, to a peerage, 
with all its privileges, and a good 
eftate. The carriage of thofe 
.about me is already altered, and 
I (hall now have it in my power 
to look down on thofe u4io have 
pretended to difdain me ; my co- 
ronet ihall glitter fcorn at them, 
and infult their low fouls to the 
extreme of mortification. I have 
received a letter from that diity 

paraiite , full of condolence 

and congratulation,, with a my 
lord in every line. I will make 
that rafcal lick the dufl, and when 
;he,has flattered me till bis tongue 
is parched with lies, I will upbraiid 
him with his meannefs and dupli- 
ci^y-and tui^i my back on him for 
•evar. 

** May eternal ignominy over- 
take me if :I have not ample re- 
venge on him and a.fcore or two 
.laoie of Tcptiles of thus .fame cha- 
rafier» 
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raftfer, I will mal;e the tcndereft 
vein in their hearts ache with my 
reproach. 

** I have liow a full fcope for ex- 
ertion in the line of political tlurr, 
and I hope this will fnatch me 
{ram thofe Circitan draughts and 
other mif^rable pnrfuits, which of 
late have been my only refource. 
But yoo muft not expert an inftant 
converfion, the aera of miracles is 
paifed, befides, the world woald 
fufpe6i its fincerity. It is true, I 
am (inner fufficient to call down 
the interpofitTon of Heaven, but 
the prefent age has no claim to 
foch coeleftial notices." 

It is time to conclude quotations, 
which, from the evident merit pf 
the work, have fwelled beyond 
my intention; I fliall, therefore, 
only give the following ftory, 
which I remember hearing talked 
of before the book was publifhed, 
but can give no fort of voucher for 
Its authenticity. 

** It was in the earjy part of 
our friend's life," fays the writer of 
Lord Lyttleton's Letters, *' that 
he attended a hunting club at their 
fport, when a ftrai^ger of genteel 
appearance, and well mounted, 
joined the chace. He was ob- 
ierved to ride With a degree of 
courage and addfefs that attrarted 
the notice of all, the hoqnds could 
never efcape him, and the hqntf- 
man was outilripped during the 
whole of the day. At the concluQon 
of the fport, the ftranger was in- 
vited to dinner, when he afloniQi-: 
ed the company as much by the 
powers of his converfation, and the 
elegance of his manners, as he had 
in the field by his equeftrian at* 
chieveroents. Whatever was the 
topic, whether in art or in faience, 

Vol. II. 



in poetiy, mufic, or in paintings 
he was fure to fay the bed tt^ing, 
and make the moil acute obfer^- 
tions, and fuch was the ma^ of 
his difcourfe, that it kept the 
drowiy fponfmen awake long after 
their ufual hour. 

But wearied nature conid be 
charmed no longer, and the com* 
pany began to ileal away by de- 
grees to their repofe. On tu3 oh - 
ferving the fociety diminiihv he 
difcQvered manifc^ figns of uiiea* 
iinefs, and endeavoured, by new 
force of fpirits, and frefli iailtes of 
wit, to detain the remaining Jfew. 
Thb had fome little efiea, but t^ 
period could not be long delayed 
when he was to be conduaed to hh 
chamber, the company retired 
alfo. 

** They had fcarce clofed their 
eyes, when the houfe was alarme4 
by the moil terrible ihrieks tluit 
ever were heard. Several perions 
were awakened by the noife, but 
its continuance being ihort, they 
concluded that it proceeded frpm 
a dog accidentally confined in fooie 
part of the houfe : they therefore 
again compofed themfelvestoileep, 
but were foon awakened by ihrieks 
and cries ilill more terrible than 
the former, Alarmed at what 
they heard, iereral qf them rang 
their bells, and vretc told by their 
fervants, that the horrid founds 
proceeded from the Granger's 
c ham ber . Some of the gentlemen 
inunediately arofe, to enquire in- 
to this extraordinary diilurbance ; 
and while they weredrcflingthem- 
iblves for that purpofe, deeper 
groans of defpair, and ihrillcr 
ihrieks cf agofl|y, again s^ioniihed 
and terri^ed th^m. After knock<» 
ing fome time at his chamber door, 
D he 
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he anfwered diem as one awaken- 
ed from fleep, declared he had 
heard no noift, and rather in an 
anjgry tone of voice^ defired he 
might not be again diilurbed. 

*< They returned to one of their 
chambers, and had fcarce commu- 
nicated each others fentiments, 
before their converfation was in- 
temipted bv a renewal of yells, 
^creams, and outcries, which teem- 
ed to liTue from the throats of 
damnfed and tortured fpirits. They 
immediately followed the founds, 
and traced them to the chamber of 
their extraordinary gueil, the door 
of which they inflantly buril open, 
and found him on his knees in bed, 
in the a^ of fcour^g himfelf 
with unrelenting feventy, his body 
ftreamin^ with blood. On their 
fizzing his hand to ftop the Arokes, 
he begeed them to retire, afluring 
them that the cauie of their difiur- 
bance was over, and that in the 
morning he would acquaint them 
with the reafons of the cries they 
heard, and the melancholy fight 
they faw. After a repetition of h is 
entreaties they retired ; and in the 
morning fome of the gentlemen 
repairing to hb chamber, he was 
not there ; on examining the bed, 
they found the fhects extremely 
bloody. The groom faid, that as 
foon as it was light, the fb-anger 
came to the fbble, booted and fpmr- 
red, defired hb horfc might be im- 
mediately &ddled, and appeared 
extremely impatient till it was 
done, when he vaulted into his 
faddle, rode out of the yard on full 
fyeed^ and was neither feen or 
heard of after." 

MACHIAVEL AND MIRA- 
BEAUf a dialogue between, 
in the (hades. 



I venture to grace my pafi;e with 
this reverie of a rapid, an ingeni- 
ous, but, on certain points^ a mif- 
taken writer, in whofe opinion I 
muft be content to be fet down as 
a haff^way politician^ comforting 
myfelf in the mean time with this 
refledion, that in politicks, as well 
as religion, expediency and fafety 
arc in general far preferable to the 
brilliant idea of making clear *u)ork^ 
The (low, but fure footed mule, 
who cautioufly picks his way, 
fometimes arrives at the end of his 
journey, fooner than the high^ 
mettled courfer, who prancing 
and curvetting, boldly leaps over 
rocks and precipices on the road, 
with coniiderable hazard of his 
own bones, and the neck of his 
undaunted rider. But I am wan- 
dering from the dialogue in quef. 
tion. 

MaCHIAVEL— — MlKABEAir. 

Mirabeau. Machiavel, where / 
will the prefent war terminate ? 

Machiavel. In making work for 
mapfellers and geographers. 

Mirabeau. Poland to be fure has 
nearly vanif&ed. 

Machiavel. And Bavaria may 
be coloured like Aufbia, 

Mirabeau. What will be the 
fate of France ? 

Machiavel. Great Britain has 
twoobi:^s; to feize a good part 
of your colonial territories, and 
to« limit your European acquifi- 
tions. In her opinion you have 
already too much fea coail, with- 
out thofe dangerous additions, thf 
marine provinces of Flanders and 
Holland. Dunkirk (he wifhes to 
become the Emperor's, and to 
make over Coriica at fome future 
period to the King of Sardinia. 

Afirabeau. Then, you woul^ 
leave 
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leave France in poiieffion of Savoy 
and Nice ? 

MachiaveL Yes, and give Pied- 
mont to the Emperor; on thisun* 
erring principle, that the more 
numerous the points of contaA 
between the Imperial and Repub- 
lican territories, the more certain 
and the more permanent will be 
the caufesof reciprocal hoililitv. 
The poft of being public watcn* 
man for Europe, and a conftant 
counterpoife to France, is too coft- 
ly for ^gland always to bear, ef- 
pedally as mufi be the cafe^ when * 
theprefent vaft refources of her 
commerce are dioiiniihed. 

Mirabeau. If the French Re- 
public is not to be difmembered, 
why not recognize it? 

Machia%cel. Is it poffible you 
can forget how dangerous a piece 
of knowledge it would be difiuf- 
Infj that a great nation can do 
without a king. Befides the op- 
portuiii^ is to plaufible and ex- 
cellent for partitions, which but 
.for the fuccedes of France, might 
have extended to the neutral powers. 
Denmark, for inftance, is getting 
rich,' and grants the liberty of the 
prd&. T& contiguous Peninfula 
of Jutland, would be geographi- 
cally convenient to Fruma. 

Mirabeau. England caib a Idng- 
ing eye on Icehuul, and the Iflara 
of St. Thomas. 

Machiavel. Tranquebar and 
Norw^ mud be given to Sweden 
for hum money; and the conqueil 
of Holland, generally coniidered 
as the ruin of Great Britain, will 
jferve for a time to bolfter up 
Engliih credit, by driving to Lon- 
don the wealthy Dutchmen^ with 
the Cape of Good Hope, Batavia, 
the Spice Iflands, and half aicore 



Eaft India (hips in their pockets; 
but for this concurrence of circum* 
fiances, how will Mr. Pitt be abk 
to brag with fuch graceful, yet 
correct ener^, of the riches and 
profberity ofhis country. 

Mirabeau. Spain in the mean* 
dme 

Machiavel. If (he can fhake off 
her pride and fuperilition, muft 
feize Domingo, and fend an army 
to take poflemon of Portugal. 

Mirabeau. lihouldlike to (ee 
all thb done. 

MachiaveL Why fo ? 

Mirabeau. The more extenfive 
an empire, the eafier it is to efla- 
bliih within it a free conftitutlon. 
At Bafle, or Genoa, a few rich 
merchants, or half a dozen nobles, 
eafily manage to concentrate in an 
oligarchy of leading families, the 
whole mafs of public patrcmage 
and power. England is too imall 
for the will of individuab to be 
impotent againfi that of tbfi people ; 
but amidft five and twenty millions, 
no one nuia avails much. 

Machiavel. That is true, and 
all may at laft terminate for the 
general good. 

Mirabeau. Exhaulled finances, 
and armies ill paid, will at laft 
leave fovereigns at the difcretion of 
their fubje^ts. 

^ Machiavel. Then for a repeti- 
tion of the fcenes at Paris. 

Mirabeau. No ; numkind w^- 
ed by our example, will provide 
with equal caution againft the ty- 
rannic caprice of the mob, and the 
defbotifm of the monarch. 

Machiavel. Two fovereigns, I 
think, will efcape revolutions the 
longefl. Ruffia, through the ex« 
treme ignorance of her people, 
and Aullria, by the difficulty of 
P a their 
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their concerting. Community of 
ideas, through the medium of a 
common language, is the natiu-al 
bails and cement of political com- 
bination and im|jrovement. 

MACPHERSON, Mr. for an 
interei^ing and curious Scotch 
poem, written by him, f«e Fingal. 
l^^AD DOG, bite of, a drcad- 
iVl. ful and deploi-abJe calaipity, 
for which human ait affords no 
remedy, notwithftanding the inte- 
refledpuifs of unprincipled quacks, 
and the mercenary declarations of 
cmpyrics, more regularly bred. 
The indelible impreilion which a 
nun>ber of accidents of this kind, 
in a village, once made on my 
mind, in all of which cafes, deatli, 
in its moft horrible and terrify-ing 
form took place, in fpite of every 
tSortf wilt, I hope, excufe my 
itotroductng fuch an article in a 
work of this kind. But, truth 
cannot be too ftrongly inculcated, 
dr repeated too often ; and I think 
it of^ the higheft importance, to 
impreft and difiiife a fa£i, which 
not a folitary inOance has yet oc- 
curred to cootradi£i, that thb 

BITE OF A MAD DOG IS INCUa* 
ABLE. 

Should any of my readers be fo 
peculiarly unfortunate, as to fuifer 
an evil, which, from the ihocktng 
anticipation of furious madne» 
and violent death, is not to be pa- 
ralleled in the long lift of human 
calamities; I ftrongly, I vehe- 
mently recommend a nnode, which, 
after having repeatedly canvafted 
the fubje£^ with medical friends, I 
have &inly refolved, in fuch dr- 
cumftances, to purfue myielf. It 
is, inftantaneouily, and without 
the delay of a iecond, to take out 
the piice, which may n&ty be 



eflfeded, as moft men carry with 
them, for convenience, a keen- 
edged clafp knife : in this cafe, I 
would take care that the cut (liouid 
be ample and deep, without fear 
of impairing a limb, or wounding 
a blood-vclfcl ; for what would 
we not endure, to avoid canine 
madnefk, fetters,, and fuffocation } 
If this only eflfedtual method has 
been neglefted in the firft ftage of 
the bufinefs, half an hour's omif- 
fion rendei-s it ufelefs; and after 
proving, by minute enquiry, that 
the animal which inflifted the 
wound was clearly and incontefti* 
biy mad (to determine which, he 
ihould be tied up, not ftiot, as is 
too often the cuftom) recourfe may 
fafely, and I think iuftifiably, be 
had to frequent and large dofes of 
opium, for the humane pui*pofe 
of clofing the eyes of an unhappy 
wretch in everlafting fleep ; far 
more deiirable than expofing him 
to the lacerating harrow of reftlefs 
expe^tion, fuperior, in moft in- 
ftances, to adhial fuffering; or 
referving him a fad, a melancholy 
fpeAacle, for odious and ever fuc- 
cefslels experiments, for cords, 
coercion, for weeping and gnaih- 
ing of teeth. 

MAGLIABECHI, ANTO* 
NIO, a native of Florence, 
during the feventeenth century, 
remarkable for extenfive reading, 
and a memory unboundedly capa- 
cious and retentive, particularly 
on ever^ fubje6t relating to books, 
and their various editions. 
^ His parents, from extreme i n- 
dmnce, were under the neceflity 
oTpkcing their fon, when a boy, 
and fcarcely able to fpell, in the 
fervice of a florift and feedfman, 
ill the environs of his jiative city, 

and 
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and weeding in a garden was the 
original^ and, for many years, the 
coo^nt occupation of a man, who 
afterwards i-aifed himfelf to afflu- 
ence and literary di(hn£lion, and 
was appointed librarian to Cofmo 
^he Third, Grand Duke of Tuf. 
cany. The efforts of induilry and 
pcrieverance being generally found 
to rife, in proportion to the obfla- 
cles they have to furmount, Mag- 
liabechi employed the few intervals 
he could fnatch from a fervile and 
degrading employment, and fi-om 
repofe, m learning to read; the 
lirfl opportunity for which attain- 
ment was afforded by the waile 
paper, in which his mafter's feeds 
were wrapped and fent to market. 
His fingular and unceaiing ap- 
plication to reading, gradually at- 
tra£bed notice ; he was taken into 
a bookfeller*s fhop as an errand- 
boy, and a few months after, his 
mafier being queftioned concerning 
litoL, replied, ^^ Anthony b a good 
lad, but, if he can help it, will 
never, fell or carry home a book 
ciJl he has read it through." By 
dint of intenfe application he made 
himfelf mafUr of the learned lan- 
guages, -and in ids than three 
years, complained that he had 
read through his mailer's (hop, 
for he perufed with avidity every 
book that prefented itfclf, without 
choice or difcrimination, and for 
the moil part, could remember 
and repeat, word for word, their 
contenti. This circumfbnce was 
fufpeded of being fhx>ngly exagge- 
iated, like many others which de- 
part from the ordinary courfe of 
things: to afcertain the fa£t, and 
try the fbength of our ^oung Fio- 
neodne's memory, a neighbouring 
geolkmaii lent mm a maauicript, 
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which was (hoLtly to be piinted : 
after a perufal, it was returned to 
the author, who called fome time 
after on Magliabechi, and with a 
long face, told him a melancholy 
llory, of having loft what he had 
lately lent him. " Be not dilturb- 
ed," he replied, " call oa me to- 
morrow, and perhaps we may r&* 
cover the loft fheep." He imnae- 
diately retired to his chamber, and 
the next day produced an accurate 
copy of what he had read, without 
miffing a (ingle word, or even va- 
rying the method of fpelling. 

Improved by ftudy, and the ge- 
nerous affiftance of literary friendb, 
his fame was fpeedily diffufed, and 
reached the eai-s of his fovereign, 
who placed him in a iicuation, 
where his extraordinary pow^x^ 
might have a full opportunity to 
difplay themielves. His reputation 
was not confined to Italy ; the 
learned, in different kingdoms, 
confulted him when they propofed 
writing, and on fuch occaiions, 
he freely and unfolicited would 
mention, or fend to them, a ]i(l 
of all the books that had been 
written, or that it would be necef- 
fary to have recourfe to, oa tl)e 
fubje£l they had undertaken ; with 
a critical account of the merit!* ot 
the different authors ; he woiiid, 
at the fame time, enumerate the 
different pages where the tnoft in- 
terefting paflages occurred, and if- 
any of the books were valuable or 
fcarce, he named the library, or 
the perfon*s name who pofteffed 
it ; and if it was in a place he had 
viftted, at any period of his life, 
he made a point of defcribing the 
part of the room, as well as the 
fhelf, number of the book, and 
condition of its binding. 

To 
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To an AbM, who once afked 
his affifbince in compofing the pa- 
negyric of a faint, far back in the 
koman calendar, he replied, ** You 
are rather unlucky in the choice 
oiF your fubje6^ ;, for there it but 
one book in Europe that can help 
you, which is in a pile of manu- 
Ibripts in the library of the Efcu- 
rial, and the only part of it worth 
reading b fo disfigured by age and 
dampnefs, that it is fcarcely legi- 
ble.'' The beftower of praifc re- 
tired, refolring to dip his pen in 
the popular and eafy colours of 
embeiliihment, rather than travel 
or write to Spain, in a laborious 
fearch for matter of fa£t. 

Magliabechi coniidered books 
and literature as the great, the 
only bufine^ of his lire; and is 
defcribed, by a traveller who vi- 
iited him, as civil and obliging in 
his manners, excepting a latirical 
^ile generally viuble m his coun- 
tenance, which gave an air of con^ 
tempt, and affection of fuperio* 
rity, to whatever he (aid. His 
dreft was flovenly, his appearance 
uncouth, and his addre& embar- 
raffed ; hard boiled e^ and water, 
as being attended with little trou- 
ble in preparing, were his princi- 
pal diet ; be was generally found 
blling in a ibrt of wooden cradle, 
fixed in the middle of his ihidy, 
furroonded by a confiifed heap of 
books on the floor, and a friendly 
(bcietjr of fpiders, with their cob- 
webs. From this pofhire he did 
not always think the entrance of a 
ftranger a fufiicient leafon for raif- 
ing himfelf ; but if any point was 
propofed, difficult to unravel, that 
mtereded his curiofity, or pro- 
mifed to add to ijis dock of know- 
ledge, his attention was fuddenly 



awaked, and he wti wonderfully 
alert in feeking or pointing out 
the proper books, but frequently 
exclaimed to his vifitors, m the 
midft of a learned converfation, 
** Don't hurt my fpiders," a cla6 
of infe^ for which he had a pe- 
culiar veneration, but mops and 
brooms were never fuffered to ap- 
proach his apartments, but by 
flealth. 

Notwithihrndirtg his fedentaiy 
life, he lived to the age of eighty- 
one, leaving a large and curious 
colledtion of books for the ufe of 
the public, with a fund to main- 
tain a librarian, and an annual al- 
lowance to the poor. Madiabechi 
is an additional proof, £at mere 
fcholarfhip, without an adive ex- 
ertion of the focial afFedions, too 
often degenerates into that auftere, 
folitary pride, which, wrapt in 
contemplation of paft ages and 
other times, ihuts its eyes againil 
the prefent fcene, and frequently 
abforbs the whole man in a favage 
unconcern for the pleafures or the 
interefi of his fellow creatures. 

On this principle, colle^ors of 
books and coins, connoifleurs in 
paintings, prints, drawings, and 
intaglios, amateurs in hones and 
dc^ in (hort, all enthufiafh ex- 
cemvely devoted to any one fa- 
vorite purfuit, convert innocent 
amufement to injurious crime. 
Folding themfelves in their robes 
de chambre, deaf and blind to the 
voice of merit, duty, and affec- 
tion, they may, like the Pharifee^ 
thank God they are not as •tber 
men are, &c. &c. They forget that 
the fenfualift and voluptuary have 
fome excufe for their errors, which, 
generally fpeaking, are fociaJ, and 
often accompanied with a generous 

and 
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zxid htttnane difpofition ; while 
tifeir coU'blooded^ negative wriues^ 
bi#e no excuie of pulfe, feeling, 
cr conftttution. 

<« Wkat an enchanting objea !" 
laid Mr. *****, more remarkable 
for tafte and Tirtd than warmth of 
heart, to a lady, whom I have 
praifed more than mcc in this collec- 
tion. ** I i^iii fliew you one in- 
finitely more interefting," replied 
the £iir moralidt, leading him from 
^ pi^re to the window, where a 
wretched woman was pining, with 
her half-fbrved family. The gen- 
tleman dropped his half-crown, 
and retired. 

MAN, ISLE OF, and the 
Duke of Athol, the fove- 
reignty of which, in the year, 
1769, he difpofed of for feventy 
fhouiand pounds, and an annuity 
of two thou&nd pounds a year, 
on the Iriih efiabliihment, a fair 
and full equivalent. But after 
twenty-five years confideration, his 
Grace felt himfelf diflatisfied with a 
bargain, which between common 
men, would have been confidered 
as valid and irrevocable. He found 
that with his fceptre, he had dif- 
pofed of his rights as a fportfman ; 
m the pathetic words of Mr. Dun> 
dasy *^ a folitary groufe was not 
refcnred for the Duke/* a declara- 
tion which, I beg leave^ in the 
iincerenionious language of truth, 
and plain fa6^, fiatly to deny. 

The Duke had a fair attdfropoT' 
tionatefiarf of the game, but was 
not content, 'till he had exerted 
his influence with government, to 
engtejs the ivbole. He ivilhcd to 
procure a bill to be paiTed, which 
WQUI4 authorize him or his deputy 
to enter the houfe of any perfon 
in the ifland, and feize their dog 



and gun, hf which the domefttc 
privileges of forty thoufaikd perfont 
would have been fubmitted or fa- 
crificed, to the pleafure, or the 
refentment of one individual. 

" I am not then," cried a Mankt 
farmer, exafperated by this hateful 
remnant of feudal tenure ; ** I am 
not to keep a dog or a gun : — an^-^ 
his Grace hopes, by his new law, 
to encreafe the game; but he will 
find himfelf midaken; if horn 
this hour, a partridge, or a groufe 
is hatched within ten miles of my 
farm, or if a leveret lives to be a 
month old, may I be damned. I 
have hitherto fubmitted to be de- 
voured by thefe vermin, becaufe, as 
was but fair; I occafionally ihot 
animals who lived upon my barlev 
and wheat, but I am not I thank 
God, fuch a fool, as to be careful 
of, prefcrve and feed creatures, for 
the ufe of a man, who wilhes to 
rob me of my rights, and deprive 
me of my only amufement*' 

" The bill has been called a job," 
faid Mr. Dundas., ^^ but I beg leave 
to contradict fuch reports, which 
are equally falfe and fcandalous.*' 
*'*' It is clearly and inconteflably a 
job," replied Mr. Burke, "for in 
my opinion, the; definition of a 
job, is, the bringing forward a 
meafure with private views, under 
the appearance of public benefit." 

Will princes, peers, and £r«it 
men, never learn w ifdom ? w ill 
nothing but their onxm calamities 
teach them underflanding? I ihould 
have hoped that one glance over a 
very narrow channel, would have 
deeply imprefied the obvious doc- 
trine of 

** Omnia dat qui jufta negat." 

I fhould have humbly conceived, 
that other times than the prefent 

would 
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would have been chofen for at- 
tdnptiog to violate foletnn public 
agreements, for reviving obfoletc 
tiA vexatious claims. Is the pre- 
fent I would aflc, a fit feafon for 
ariilocracy to harnefs, and lead 
forth her ill flavoured fteeds, capa- 
rifoned in the burthenfome orna- 
ments of exploded chivalry, and 
the tamiihed trappings of faded 
pomp. I would wifli certain 
YOUNG MEN, of amiable manners, 
but boundlefs expence, to confider 
thefe queftions, and apply them. 
I hear with pleafure, that on this 
interefting fubjedb, their worthy 
father has firmly and explicitly 
cxprefTed himfclf in the language 
of patriotifm, affedion, and goi>d 
fente. 

I wifh not to interrupt the 
halcyon dajrs of love and young 
defire ; human life is not long 
enough, or rich enough to throw 
away or defpife the blifeful mo- 
ments of connubial joyj I wifti 
them only to fecure a continuance 
of enjoyment by reafon and mode- 
i-ation. The golden egg is indeed 
a precious, a ufeful tribute; but 
let not the poor bird be ungrate 
hilly crufiied, or wantonly ex- 
haufled, by exacting or unfairly 
enticing from her, more than the 
cuftomaiy dcpofit ; a depofit which 
has already reduced the portly 
bulk of fuperfluity, and threatens 
to diminifh, to a dangerous degree, 
the daily demands of neceffary 
nutrition. 

MANDEVILLE, BERNARD, 
a phyfician, patronized by 
the firft Earl of Macclesfield, and 
author of the Fable of the Bees, 
a work which raifed a violent out- 
cry, was prefented by a grand 



jury, and folemnly preached againft 
by a btihop. 

Yet after frequent peru£ds di 
his book, ia which accanmlating 
notes have ahnofl buried the verfes 
from which it derived its title, I 
have not been able to difcover any 
dangerous tendency, or even no-< 
velty in the do6trine '^ inculcates. 
That Providence fevereiy punilhcs 
wicked men, but at the fame time 
extra6h advantage even from their 
vices ; is an axiom which fwrely 
fets divine wifdom and policy in 
the highefl point of view, and 
efFeftually counteraAs all the evils 
that have been fuppofed to refult 
from the free agency of man. 

The father of our airthor, a 
Dutch merchant, and a democratic 
opponent of the Stadtholder's party, 
had fied precipitately from juflice, 
having in a popular commotion, 
pointed out to an exa^rated mob, 
where cannon were depofited, 
with which they levelled the houfe 
of an obnoxious bureomafler, who 
had concealed himfelf. 

Mandeville, the writer, had 
the art of prefixing odd and alarm- 
ing titles to his books, by which 
means he turned the attention of 
the public to his performances, and 
the purpofe of an increafed iale 
was generally anfwered. Private 
Vices, Public Benefits ; The Virgin 
Unmafked; a Defence of Public 
Stews, and his Attack on charita- 
ble Foundations, in which be 
takes an opportunity of fpeaking 
acrimonioufly of Dr. RatcUfie* 
and his vail teftamentary bequeii&i 

The motives and general con- 

du6^ of managers of charitable in- 

ftitutions, are humorouily def- 

cribed, the bad policy of charity 

fchools. 
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fchoolsy occafionally exaggerated^ 
yet {bme of his deductions and 
cautions, from late experience, 
appear well founded. His calling 
Addifoa a parfon in a tie-wig, and 
a reply which one of his clerical 
opponents made to him, not re- 
markable either for point or wit, 
that his name befpoke his charac- 
ter, man — devil or a devil of a 
man, havie been often repeated. 

Our phyfician found the dinners 
and port wine of his patron, no 
bad app^dage to his fees. At 
table, his iailies were humorous, 
but hot always decorous ; generally 
high ieafoned with warm anecdote, 
and poignant raillery. The whim- 
£cal pride of Ratcliflfe, a common- 
place topic, and to put a parfon in 
a paffion, a j^vorite amufement. 
On thefe occafions, the chancellor 
who loved his converfation, and 
relilhed his humour, would affedb 
to moderate, but by his irony, 
increafed their afperity, and gene- 
rally concluded, by joining in the 
laugh againft the divine. Several 
clei^ymen, facrificing their pride 
to their intercft, purpofely fre- 
ouented Lord Macclesfield's table, 
lubmitted to the indignity of being 
butts to the company for a few 
months, and fecured comfortable 
livings. 

Mandeville was often interrupt- 
ed by repeated queflions from the 
Peer. " Is this ragout wholefome. 
Dr. Mandeville ? may I venture to 
tafte the (lewed carp ?"— ** Does it 
agree with your LcKrdlhip, and do 
you like it?" (was his general 
reply.)—** Yes."—** Then eat with 
moderation, and it /»i^ be whole- 
fome." The nervous Lady link- 
ing under green tea, late hours^ 
and Pharo, who camiot determine 
. V«i,.IL E 



whether her chick is to be boiled 
or roafted, till Dr. Warren has 
called with the nvbifper of the 
morning; and the epicure, who 
falls or phylics to prepare fpace for 
CaliPaJb, or Call Pee^ will do 
well to conlider this iaiutary doc- 
trine, and apply it. 

Moft men can tell when they 
have eat or firank too much ; but 
the rare and more ufeful acquire* 
ment of knowing when we have 
fwallowed enough, is not eafiiy 
attained. Any one with common 
llrength of mind, may lofe a meal 
w^out extreme mortification ; but 
it is no eafy talk for an Englilh 
flomach after a morning ride and 
a keen air, to fit down to a mo« 
dcrn table, covered with tempta- 
tion, and make a moderate dinner. 
In this, as in other trials of our 
^ refolution, he is moft likely to 
prove vidVorious, who, like the 
Parthian, flies and fights. I am 
more and more convinced that 
half of our complaints are produ- 
ced by over feeding ; and that the 
moft moderate man of us all, eats 
and drinks to the full, one-third 
more than is fufficient and neces* 
fary for health and nutrition. 

MANWARING AND SIB* 
THORPE, a pair of zealous 
high churchmen and preachers, in 
favour of prerogative, durihg the 
reign of King Charles the Firft, 
by whom they were rewarded with 
ample preferment; he advanced 
Man waring to a bilhopric, and 
fufpended Archbilhop Abbot from 
his epifcopal fun£tions, for refiifing 
to licence publications oppofite to 
every principle of liberty and 
reafon. I have occafionaliy been 
rallied for dreaming in my former 
volumes, that the long exploded 
bugbear^ 
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bugbears of paffive obedience, non- 
reuftance, and other ilavifli tetiets 
of thefe wretched reafoners, would 
again be fiifhionable ; I faw, or 
fkncied I faw fuch a tendency, and 
the publications of Mr. Reeves, 
amply confirm my apprehenfions. 

I will not refiife to the chief 
juftice of Newfoundland, a merit 
of which he feems ambitious, the 
polilhing, and dreffing up with 
dcjrterity, the mufty doctrines of 
Filmer; they might have pafled 
current in the days of chivalry, 
but the cloven foot is difcovered 
by the inveftigating eagle-eyed 
fpirit of modern writers; not- 
withdanding the deiuiion is ailifted 
by the poetic wand and magic arts 
of Mr.' Burke, the charm is dis- 
iblved, the fabric vaniihes, from 
the talifman of truth, and com- 
mon fenfe. 

The views of the abjeft tools, 
whom I have fufpended at the 
head of my page, ai-e clearly de- 
monflrated by the following pas- 
fages from their works: " The 

Erince doth whatfoever pleafeth 
im, wherever the word of a king 
18, there is power, and who may 
(ay unto him, what doeft thou ? 
If princes command any thing, 
which fubjefts may not perform, 
becaufe it is againfl the law of God 
or of nature, yet fubje6ts are bound 
to undergo the puniihment, with- 
out reiiftance, railing or reviling. 

** The king is not bound to 
obferve the laws of the realm, 
concerning the fubje6ts* rights and 
liberties, but his royal will and 
command without confent of Par- 
liament, doth oblige the confciences 
of his fubje6ls on pain of eternal 
damnation : the flow proceedings 
#f popular affemUies^ are not csi* 



culated for the fnpply of ftate 
neccffity, but are piodu£live of 
fundry impediments to the defigns 
of princes." 

A view of thefe early propen- 
iities of Charles, at teaft of thofc 
he patronized, long before political 
and religious zeal had been exafpe- 
rated by mutual injury and reiis- 
tance, would fave the trouble of 
long and elaborate arguments, on 
the juflice of putting him to death. 
It Was undoubtedly a fubjeft which- 
claimed due deliberation; but 
twenty years before he afcended 
the fcaffold, had I been his rubje6i, 
and a witnefs of the favor and re- 
wards he beftowed on the broach- 
ers of the unhallowed, the damn- 
able dodrines I have quoted, I 
fliould inflantly and eagerly have 
pronounced him unfit to reign, 
Difmiiiion, with a moderate pen- 
fion, might have prevented the 
(bedding torrents of Englifli blood, 
and have faved the unhappy king 
from temporal and eternal mifery. 

It was a family failing of the 
Stewarts, to encourage fuch men, 
and fuch doArines : the father of 
f/jf martyi' to them, favoured two 
notorious dof^ors of the fchool of 
flavery, Cowell and Blackwood, 
who had the impudence, as well 
as folly to afTert, that the king 
was neither bound by the law, or 
his coronation oath ; that permit- 
ting fubje<Ets or their reprefen- 
tatives to deliberate on granting 
fubiidies, was matter of favor, for 
that K\s /acred majefty was empow- 
ered to make laws by his own 
abfolute power and indefeafiblc 
right, without calling a Parliament; 
every Englifhman being a flave, de 
fado, as well as de jure, by virtue 
of the Norman conqueft. 

MARY, 
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MARY, the beautiful, but 
unfortunate Queen of Scot- 
land, feduced by flrong pailions, 
and the influence of unworthy at- 
tachments, to a6ls of indecorum 
and imprudence, which clouded 
her life with misfortune, and con- 
cluded in untimely death. I have 
pemfed, with pleafure and im- 
provement, * many elaborate at- 
tempts to refcue the charafter of 
this frail fair one, from obloquy 
and reproach, I have feen the artiy 
fices of her iniidious, out inexo- 
rable rival, her unnatural fifler, 
clearly laid open, by the hiafterly 
pen of an acute critic, and a can- 
did hiflorian ; I am convinced that 
Elizabeth was the enemy of her 
fame, her fortune, and her life. 

Yet, after a cool and impartial 
review of the conduct of the Queen 
of England, I cannot help conii- 
dering it, as in a great meafure 
juflified, by the alarming combi> 
nation of Mary and her abettors ; 
by the general circumftances of 
the times, and of the two coun- 
tries ; and by the rebellious difpo- 
(ition of a confiderable portion of 
her fubje6is, exafperated by the 
fuppreffed, but malignant bigotry 
of the old fuperftition, and ready 
to feizc every opportunity of dis- 
turbing the reign of their triunv- 
phant enemy. 

The unbecoming hade, with 
which the fubje£t of this article 
transferred her. affe^Hons, or her 
perfon from the impulfes of fear, 
revenge, or a fofter caufe, placed 
new arms in the hands of her in- 
vidious rival, and too often indu- 
ced the unhappy Queen to follow 
the violent advice of felfiih or ilK 
defigning favourites, who diffiifed 
pver her character, in many ref- 
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pe6ts amiable and endearing, the 
dark fhades of their own vices and 
fanguinary ambition. Thefe cir- 
cumftances were gradually produc- 
tive of mutual injury and hatred, 
embittered by ^ perional jealouiy, 
religious rancour, and antient nati- 
onal prejudice, which after a revo- 
lution of many centuries, is not ' 
yet extinguiilied. 

A thoufand intermingled reafons 
of policy and juftice, at laft feem 
to have rendered it abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, that one of them muft 
be deflroyed ; a ilate of things, in 
which I believe few of us placed 
Jn the circumftances of Elizabeth, 
would long hefttate, on whom the 
lot ftiould fall I and I am perfuad- 
ed, as well by ori§;inal documents, 
as by the concurrmg teftimony of 
the human heart, on iimilar occa* 
fions, in all ages, that Mary was 
pra<5^ifing againft her fifter the 
fame arts, which failed of fuccefs 
only from a want of policy or 
power. Had the Queen of Scot- 
land been born in o^her times, and 
trod the ftage of life in other cir- 
cumftances, {he might h^ve proved 
the glory of her fex, ^nd an honour 
to her country. Had Elizabeth been 
graced with beauty, or Mary been 
lefs fair ; had the Englifti heroine 
been a Catholic, or the lovely 
Caledonian not a Papift, \ier lire 
might have pafled unembittered, 
ber death, in all probability, wpul4 
not have been prpmature. 

In a picture of the death ^f 
Pavid Rizzio, originally exhibite4 
in the Shal^efpeare Gallery, i^ 
which the terror of the favourite, 
and the diiftrefs of his miftrefs are 
admirably reprcfented by Mr. 
Opie, it may not jperl^aps be known 
by myfesL^^^ th^t ox^e of the as;- 
faffins, 
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fiiffins, who is in the aA of 
inflicting a deadJj wound on the 
unfortunate muiician, is a portrait 
of Peter Pindar, for which he fat 
at his own exprcfs dcfire. The 
iatiric poet probably imagined, 
that he who had for years been 
occupied in cutting up kings on 
the aJtar of ridicuk and farcafm, 
would be no bad reprefentative of 
the demolifher of an unpopular 
minion, who, with all his faults 
as a minifler or a man, has left us 
feveral Scotch airs, remarkable for 
pathetic fimplicity, exquifite tafle, 
and admirable effeft. 

It has been faid, and not unaptly, 
of the three hiftorians of this un- 
happy Queen, that the narrative 
of Camden, whofe annals were 
revifed and corrected by James the 
Firll, is almoft wholly without 
truth ; that Buchanan has told the 
whole truth, and more than the 
truth ; that Meivil has fpoken the 
truth, but not the whole truth. 

MARLBOROUGH, JOHN, 
the great Duke of, his fin- 
gular declaration, that neither ava- 
rice or ambition could be laid to 
"his charge, when they were his 
only predominant vices. See Jen- 
nings, Sarah. 

MASSIANELLO, the fifher- 
man and infiirgent of Na- 
ples; fee Aniello, Tomafo, of which 
the title of this article was the ab- 
breviation, by which he was gene- 
rally called by his aflbciates. 
TtyfASON, WILLIAM, an 
JLVJL Englifh poet, Precentor of 
the Cathedral at York, and editor 
of Gray and Whitehead, an office 
produftive rather of difquiet than 
rame 6r profit ; it would alfo have 
'been more honorable^ if certain 
ill-natured ibidures on Dfwjohn- 



fon had been faid or fung dtiridg 
his life. 

Mr. Mafon has been mentioned 
as writer oi the Heroic Epiflle to 
Sir William Chambers, a compo- 
fition now generally attributed to 
the late Mr. Tickle, and which I 
had rather be the author of, than 
of any other poem in the Engiifh 
language. Befides a fine vein of 
folemn irony, it abounds, with fre- 
quent flafhes of the vtviJa ins 
autmi ; the metre is terfe, and the 
language glowing, in a manner 
not often occurring in Mr. Mafon's 
performances, that, till he avows 
It (and \fo refpe^able a teflimony 
would inftantly filence doubt) I 
cannot coniider it as the produ6tton 
of his pen. ' 

I acknowledge, with pleafure I 
acknowledge, that many fublimc 
and many beautiful pafTages occur 
in Caradacus and Elfrida, which 
may vie with the nobleft produc- 
tions of the Grecian drama. But 
if we look for, or wilh to find, in 
Mr. Mafon's writings, a rapid fuc- 
ceffion of affe^Eting incidents, if 
we expert to be melted with pity, 
fired with rapture, or hurried by 
the magic wand of poetry, 
Ultra flammantia moenia mundi, 
we fhall be difappoin(ed by tedious 
declamation, or the cold corre6t- 
nefs of claffical erudition. - In his 
poem, the Englifh Garden, ad- 
hering to the fimplicity of nature, 
he has fhaken off that tendency to 
elaborate ornament, which fo pe- 
culiarly marked his early compofi- 
tions ; it contains much 'Uleful 
technical knowledge ; the narrative 
is naturally introduced, and well 
managed. In the agonizing fmile 
of del|>air, fuch a finile as quite 
4ut-finmut tears, he has fkilndiy 
introduced 
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lotrddQced OA expreHive Aew-coio- 
ed word; yet this peiformance, 
inheriting the huh of all long 
dida^ic poems^ is fometimes dull, 
and occaiionally unintereiling ; its 
moral tendency, and public-fpirited 
language^ in the caufe of freedom 
and virtue, cannot be too highly 
praifed. 

It is to be lanaented, that the life 
of a man ik> ddervedly eminent in 
the paths of literature, a friend to 
liberty fo flrenuous, and a cLergy- 
xnan £> i&xemplary, ihould be con- 
fumed in adjufling the petty eti- 
quette of vergers, vicars-choral, 
or fqueaking chanters; and that 
his days ihould be embittered by 
frivolous altercations with book- 
fellers, and the vexatious quarrels 
of a county hofpitai. 

Petty contention and provincial 
ilrife, 

fieifarew'd with thorns his private 
path of life, 
fays a late fatirical rhymer, who 
has introduced him as an unfuccef- 
ful candidate for the laureat,, and 
difmilTes him, by faying, that lawn 
ileeves, mitres, and crofiers, not 
laurel, are his, and -every church- 
man's dream ; and I believe it ge- 
xierally to be underftood, that this 
intelligent member of our eila-^ 
bliOied church has been difappoint- 
ed in certain profpedis of honor 
and jprcferment, towards which his 
merits, and indeed his hopes, had 
taught him to look. ^ 

This obfervation cannot be con- 
fidered as any reiledion upon Mr. 
Maibo^ when we fee around us 
fuch nut&bei*s of clergymen, of 
high acquivement and pure charac- 
ter, negle^ed and unprovided for ; 
I rather oonfider it as an a^ual 
proof of fhefuperiority and cmi* 



nence of hig clerical claims, but 
of his ignorance in the arts of bo- 
rough-jobbing, canvaffing, and le- 
vee-hunting. I have mentioned 
his disputes concerning literaiy 
property, and agree with him in 
his cenlures of c^rM/;» arts pra6tifed 
by the trade. With a few excep- 
tions, how rarely are authors ena- 
bled to reap any benefit from the 
labours of their pens; they frie- 
quently ai*e fhivering in want, or 
pining in neglect, while the happj 
bookleller is feailing on the four- 
teenth edition. 

I cannot take leave of Mr. Ma» 
fon, without giving him a caution 
not to cenfure fo illiberally the 
biographic labours of others, till 
he is able himfelf to excel them. 
Were I to feieft the beft fpecimeo 
of biography, at this day extant, 
it Ihould be chofen (with fomc 
exceptions) from the works of the 
perfon he cenfures — ^if the word, 
I would inilaintiy hold foith Mr; 
Mafon's; it is the only litmuy 
effort in which he has gto^fffy^iltd* 

MEAD, EDWARD, a phyfi. 
cian of eminence, and a 
zealous patron of literature and 
fcience, to whom merit in difirefs, 
of any country, might always apn 
ply for encouragement and relief, 
with certainty of fuccefs. His 
work on poifons is a complete hxi- 
tory of what had been laid on the 
fubje^, and contains a confiderable 
fiiare of botanic and chemical 
knowledge, for the days in which 
he wrote; on the fubjed of the 
plague, he evinces extenfive read- 
ing, and much precautionary uti- 
lity, in guarding againft that 
fcourge of mankind, which pru- 
dence may (hot out, but the mo- 
meat it stppcsir^ aature aod una- 
▼ailinf 
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vailing art fink into torpidity and 
death. 

• RatcIifFe's advice to him, that 
if he did not ufe mankind ill they 
would ufe him fo, is mentioned in 
another part of this colle6tion. 
The flubborn afperity, dignified 
independence, and ftern integrity 
of that medical veteran, will not 
allow us to fufpe£t that he meant 
to advife an actual breach of moral 
rc£kitude. We can only infer, that 
he thought, and indeed from expe- 
rience knew, that a phyfician, in 
his intercourfe with mankind, 
would meet with many worthlefs, 
impoling people ; that fagacity, 
and a necefTary attention to his 
own interefts, would fometimes 
render it neceflary to turn the arts 
of defigning felfiflinefs againft it- 
felf. During the mod flouriihing 
period of Mead's practice, from 
1737 to 1752, his annual receipt 
was eight thoufand guineas, equi- 
valent to more than double the 
fum in the prefent times, and 
greater than Ratcliffe's medical in- 
come at any part of his life. But 
Ratcliffe was fcientific in an art, 
with which the'fubjeft of my pre- 
fent article was wholly unacquaint- 
ed, accumulation, by which he 
was enabled to die rich. 

Dr. Mead procured medals, an- 
tiquities, and other curiofities, at 
a very great expence; but there 
was one branch of profusion in 
his eftabliftiment fo peculiar, and. 
I may almoft fay, io fuperfluous, 
that I cannot fpeak of it without a 
fmile. He is faid to have kept a 
miftrefs, at the expence of four 
hundred pounds a year, when, by 
a confemon of the girl, which 
does little credit to her gratitude, 
there was no other intercourfe be- 



tween them, than his innocent 
paftime, of toying with her hair, 
which was remarkably fine, and 
hanging in luxuriant curls, at once 
fhaded and contrafied the beauties 
of her neck. 

Since my former edition, I have 
been informed, on good authority, 
that in this female attachment, adr 
vantage was taken of Mead's good- 
ncfs of heart, to impofe on and 
deceive him ; that in a moment of 
weaknefs or of paliion (and where 
is the man without them) he be- 
came the dupe of female art and 
finefle. The pecuniary allowance, 
I am alfo told, is exaggerated, and 
that an intercourfe, commencing 
from the noblefl and moft charita- 
ble motives, was converted, by 
malignancy, felfiflinefs, and mil- 
conception, into an illicit and pre- 
pofterous connexion. The cir- 
cumflance did not efcap^ the fcru- 
tinizing eye of irritated refentment, 
and Greenfield, his exafperated 
antagonift, with whom he carried 
on a paper war, eagerly feized the 
opportunity. " Puella,'* (for this 
curious difpute was in Latin) 
" fabri vincula tibi finxit, amoris 
tardi, et languefcentis in via vin- 
culofa ;" for flie waff the maid or 
daughter (I hope and believe not 
the Ayife) of a blackfmith in Fet- 
ter-lane. 

Greenfield had, by writing and 
by pra^ice, endeavoured to intro- 
duce the internal ufe of canthari* 
des, which, as he obferves, was 
not a new thought, but had been 
exploded as dangerous, firom a 
want of necefTary prudence and 
caution in thofe who had giveji 
them. Some difagreeable confc- 
quences which took place in one of 
his patients, came to Dr. Mead's 
knowledge. 
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knowledge, and ho Cenfured it. In 
the heat of controverfy fome harfli 
expreffions dropping from Green- 
field^ inflamed the bufinefs, Mead 
lolt his temper, carried the matter 
into a court of law, and profe- 
cuted his opponent with unbecom^ 
ing virulence and acrimony, for a 
mode of treatment which, it was 
proved, he had adopted himfelf. 

Yet Dr. Mead was a defirabJe 
character, with much to praife 
and little to blame ; a good phyfi* 
cian, and a pleafant man, charita- 
ble, humane, liberal, and benefi- 
cent; a praife which, notwith- 
ilanding the ilruggles of unobtrud- 
ing humility, is certainly the juft 
due of the elder Dr. Lettfom ; 
not that I mean to include, in the 
moil diflant manner, the charge of 
** Ainoris tardi et languefcentis," 
againfl that gentleman. 

Woodward and Mead had vio- 
lent and Sequent altercations, 
which at lad ended in an accidental 
perfbnal rencounter; they both 
drew, but, according to Wood- 
ward's account. Mead did not love 
cold iron, and was retreating, when 
Woodward making a falie (lep, 
fell down ; his antagoniil then ran 
in, and demanded, as he flood 
over him, if he would fubmit, and 
afk his life. " If you offered me * 
your phyfic," (faid Woodward, 
remarkable on all occafions for the 
keennefs of his irony) '* I would 
certainly beg for my life, but I 
have no fear of your fword, *and 
certainly ftiall not a(k it." Further 
confequences were prevented by 
amicable interference. 

A modern phyfician, after fleer- 
ing clear of the rations of a court, 
the perfecutions of a xollege, and 
the intrigues of a city hofpital. 



after equally defpifing thefmilesor 
the frowns of apothecaries, nurfes, 
children, and old women, on fur- 
veying the life and moft of the ac- 
tions of Dr. Mead, may fafely fay, 
" I will go and do likewife.** 

Who would believe, if it was 
not confirmed by refpe6lable au- 
thority, that this learned and emi- 
nent phyfician made a journey to 
Paris at the age of feventy, to re- 
ceive lefTons from Dupre, the fa^ 
mous French Dancing Mafler ? — 
Being accidentally furprized by an 
acquaintance in the very a<Et, he 
difcovered no confiifion, begged 
leave to finifh his lefTon, and then 
obferved, " I am not afhamed to 
own, that what the majority of 
mankind perform for pleafure, I 
' undertake for health; and having 
found myfelf every day lefs able to 
go through the fedentary drudgery 
of my profeffion, I thought the 
amufement of a journey to Paris, 
and a little gymnaflic exercife un- 
der Do^or Dupre, might, by vary- 
ing the fcene, be ufeful to my con- 
flitution, and I already find the 
advantage." 

When Dr. Friend was commit- 
ted to the Tower, more as was ge- 
nerally fuppofed from the rage of 
party malice than any a(Elual guilt, 
it ought to be recorded to the ho- 
nour of the fubjeft of this article, 
that he was indefatigable in making 
application for his liberty, but for 
a long time without fuccefs, until 
fome great man at Court, having 
occafion for Dr. Mead's profeflional 
affiflance, he pofitively refufed his 
attendance, unlefs Friend was dif» 
charged from confinement. 

METHODISTS, a Chrifliarii 
fociety, whom in an ar- 
ticle, afiigncd to Mr. Wefley, 
Ibav^ 
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I have been accufed of juftifying 
and defending, becaufe I alTeited 
they had purified the vulgar, and 
amended the mob, a purpofe fure- 
Jy beneficial by whatever means it 
be attained. In anfwer to this it 
hath been obferved, I will not pre- 
tend to fay with what truth, that 
fince Methodifm has been fo pre- 
valent, the vices of the lower clafles 
of fociety have been to the full as 
mimerous, but of a different and 
a lefs manly fpecies. They will 
not, fay their enemies, be notorious 
drunkards, profligates, or profane 
fwearers, but they will backbite, 
■equivocate, lie, and creep flily to 
bed with their neighbours' wives. 
To obviate all fufpicion of parti- 
ality, J (hall prefent to my readers 
fbme arguments brought againft 
this religious fociety by Biihop 
Lavington, whom the Metho- 
difls have called a theological 
Buffoon. 

*' However defirous we may be 
to fee a reformation of manners, 
or a further propagation of the 
gofpd, this great work is not like- 
ly to be accomplifhed by extrava- 
gant, wild, fanatical, ridiculous, 
ftrollingenthufiaffe." 

Tlie author in a humorous way 
then proceeds to queflion the Me- 
thodids in the following man- 
ner, extradted from their own 
writings : 

*' What heart could hold out 
againft your perfualive eloquence, 
your flights, and your allufions, 
melting, tender,.amorous, fofi, and 
fweet ? God gives you a text, and 
direds to a method on the pulpit 
flairs; the blelTed Lamb reveals, 
and Sifter Williams, who is near 
the Lord, opens her mouth to con- 
firm it; Jefus rides triumphantly 



from congregation to congregation 
in the chariot of the gofpel; the 
Preacher fits in his dear Lord's 
arms, leaning in his boibm, and 
fucking the breafts of his confola- 
tion. The arrows of the Lord fly 
through the congregation, and 
Mr. Whitfield gives them a home 
ftroke. Heavily, indeed, do they 
drive when God takes off their 
chariot wheels, but when he hath 
anointed the axletree, it is fweet to 
be at fuU fir etch for God, to come 
to a faving clofure with Chrift, to 
leap into a fiery furnace, in our 
way to heaven, while poor finners 
hang by a fingle hair over the 
flames of hell." 

How pretty is it when ** infants, 
babes, and weaklings of grace are 
borne on the fides of Chrift, dan- 
dled on his knees, and walking 
under the droppings of his blood, 
while from the lovely fece and 
lilly lips of the fweet Jefus, diftill 
precious promifes, and fweet fmell- 
mg myrrh. In the mean time, 
among our foulfeeking brothers, 
our fweet focieties of women, our 
love-feafts, our precious, poor, 
fweet, little lambs, a gracious melt- 
ing is vifible; to their abfent 
friends on the top of Pifgah, to 
.thofe fweetly (leeping on that bed 
perfumed by our Lord, a thoufand 
kifles are fent. When brother 
Whitfield preached, the fmiles of 
a cherubim were in his counte- 
nance; the hearts of the hearers 
were melted into tears ; they had 
an over- weening fondnefs for him; 
they ran, and ftopped him in the 
alleys, they hugged him in their 
arms, and faid. Where thou gocft, 
I will go, where thou lodgeft, I 
will lodge." 

In Mr, Whitfield's account of 
God's 
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God's dealing with him, he af- 
cribes to the Holy Ghoft, what any 
man in his fenfes would be afliamed 
to own. Befides a deep tinflure of 
fuperftition, enthufiafm, and vain 
glory, the nan ative i<? boyifli, ludi- 
crous, filthy, nafty and fliameful, 
equally ihocking to decency and 
good fenfe. " Abour this time," 
lays Mr. W. " I grew popular in 
my own country; after fermon, 
enquiry was made who I was? 
hearty groans were at times heard 
through my congregations; two 
little children were fent home cr)-- 
ing to their prayers, and a girl of 
thirteen told me, fhe was pricked, 
through and through with the 
power of the word. I carried high 
' fail, thoufands and tens of thou- 
iands crouded to hear me; my 
fermons were called for; when I 
'preached, one might walk upon 
peoples' heads, God fufFered not 
a tongue to move againft me ; I 
was admired, prefled, faluted, 
hands kilTed, and hugged: they 
melted, wept, and hung on me 
as an angel of God. When their 
firft-born departed, tears, cries, 
fighs, and bitter groans burfl forth, 
water guihed even from ftony 
rocks. Favours, entertainments, 
liberalities from gentlemen, ladies 
ele^, and honourable women, and 
a ten pound Bank bill for myfelf. 
Come, ye Pharifees, and fee the 
Lord Jefus getting himfelf the 
vifiory; every thing falls before 
me; dear brother Harris reminded 
me, and God fuggefted to me, that 
I was like Joihua fubduing nations 
and dividing the land." 

" Hell trembles before brother 
Whitfield," feys a Mr. Seward; 
** the kingdom of darknefs totters, 
and is (haken. The Lord revealed 

Vol. ft 



himfelf to a child about feven 
years old in an amazing manner ; 
the fpirit gave her to wreftle in 
rapture and earneftnefs for the 
churches, which convinced her 
an uncommon work was wrought 
on the earth. , Many fuch in- 
ftances of the outpouring of the 
fpirit have we amongft us. I fell 
from my horfe without injury, for 
God fent his angel to prefer ve me-; 
I was loft in a wood, and he fent 
a guide to fet me right. 

** At our love-feaft," fays Mr. 
Wefley, " I was feized with a fe- 
ver, a pain in my back and neck, 
a cough and hoarfenefs that I 
could hardly fpeak. I knew my 
remedy, and immediately kneeled 
down, in a moment the pain was 
gone, God took away my hoarfe- 
nefs, and I lifted up my voice like 
a trumpet." At another time, the 
Creator of the Univerfe cleared up 
the weather, conducted the Me- 
thodifts out of a wood, and pro- 
vided their paftor with a man and 
horfe. 

Whatever favours and promotes 
their caufe is from God, all op- 
pofition and obftruftion is from 
the Devil. «' I had," fays Mr. 
Whitfield, " for the moft part 
power over my fecret and darling 
fin, but being, on a certain occ^- 
fion, overtaken in liquor^ Satan 
gained his ufual advantage over * 
me." By this method fin is con. 
fidered as an involuntary thing, 
and the impulfes of a man's own 
luft and intemperance are imputed 
to Satan. " But of all our trials 
and buffettings," obferves Mr. 
Wefley, '< we found the moft 
trouble from a fpirit of laughter, 
which neither myfelf or my hear- 
ers were able to refift, though it ' 
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was pain and anguifh unto us. 
Some were offended, aad would 
hot believe but we could help 
laughing if we would, but Satan 
foon taught them better ; for being 
fuddenly feized in the fame man- 
ner, they laughed without ceafing 
for two days, a fad fpe<aacle to alK 
On a certain day we walked out 
to fing Pfalms in a meadow, and 
dould not refrain from this affec- 
tion of Satan, though ready to 
tear ourfelves in pieces, and were 
forced to go home without finging 
another line." 

It is ihocking to hear, continues 
Bi(I\op Lavington, their pre- 
fqnfptuous and uncharitable ap- 
plication of divine judgments ; they 
confider the misfortunes of their 
enemies as fo many puniihments 
inflicted by Providence on their 
oppofers. Mr. Wefley, on hear- 
ing of the death of any perfons of 
that defcription, generally obferv- 
cd, " They are gone to give an 
account of their hard ufage of the 
Methodids." I cannot but think, 
faid the fame perfon, during the 
rebellion of 1 745, ** that when- 
ever there hath been any thing 
like a public attempt to fuppreis 
us, public trouble arifeth in the 
land." 

Mr. Whitfield, in his anfwer, 
cenfures the irreligious and un- 
chriilian banter of the Prelate, ac- 
knowledges many miflakes in his 
pad writings and conduct, many 
of which are to be laid to the fcore 
of youth and inexperience. The 
Bifhop's account of the Montanifts, 
Mr. W. difallows, as being in a 
good part taken from a hiftory of 
that fea, by Dr. Lee, of St. John's 
College, a work on which no great 
reliance can be kid. Befides which. 



Mr. Whitfield might have added, 
that there is not a fingle produc- 
tion of the Montanift writers ex- 
tant, the whole of our knowledge 
of them being drawn from the fuf- 
picious and exaggerated accounts 
of their bittereft enemy. " You 
acknowledge, he continues, "that, 
like the Montanifts, we both fet 
out, with warm pretences, to re- 
formation. The fincerity of our 
pretenfions, can be beft determin- 
ed by him to whom all hearts are 
open. 

** With the fame candour, you 
accufe us of beginning our adven- 
tures by field preaching, forgetting, 
or omitting, at the fame time, a 
very eflential circumftance, that 
we did not begin field preaching, 
'till we had been driven from the 
pulpits and the churches. You 
accufe our preachers of being at- 
tended by a fturdy fet of followers, 
with clubs under their cloaths, me- 
nacing and terrifying all who dar- 
ed to oppofe us; but, alas, the 
countenances, and, in two inftan- 
ces, the limbs of our paftors,' can 
bear witnefs, that if there be a fet 
of fturdy followers attending our 
preachers, it is to vilify, abufe, 
interrupt, and beat us. 

** But why rake up the afties of 
the dead ? Mr. Seward, as well 
as myfelf, in the heat of zeal, 
wrote many unguarded things. 
Our treatment of Archbiftiop Til- 
lotfon's memoir was too feverc — 
I condemn myfelf heartily for it ; 
but if, in this defematpry employ, 
we have been culpable, you take 
care not to fall ftiort of us. 

" My prayers for ill ufage, per- 

fecution, martyrdom^ and death, 

poured forth in the hurry of an 

irregular,* but well meant zeal, I 

rctra£k, 
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retract, as fuiFerings for Chrift 
will come faH enough of them- 
felves. Severities ^d inortifica-< 
tions are, you fay, another me- 
thod of gaining a reputation for 
fan^ty ; but were not our Saviour 
and St. Paul, occafionaily difcipli- 
narians ? Bright not the Metho- 
difts, in common Chriftian charity, 
have ufed abflinence, for a nobler 
and a more important end, to pre* 
vent, while they were preaching 
to others, their being themfeives 
caft away. 

** I acknowledge, with concern, 
that many unwarrantable paifages 
occur in my Jburuals ; they were 
my earlteil performances, written 
in the heighth of my firfl populari- 
ty, a popularity fufiicient to have 
made a (Wronger and an older 
head than mine run giddy ; your 
cenfure is juft, on my faying I 
could walk on foot no longer, 
but was conllrained to go in a 
coach, to avoid the Hozannas of 
the crowd. 

" With rcfpeft to coeleilial in- 
terpofitions, God's dealings, and 
other terms I at times have made 
ufe of, they may have been indif- 
creet; yet I cannot but think, 
from pad experience, that God 
/fotif^ at times, vouchfafed, com- 
fortable aifiilance and fupport to 
the great and glorious work we 
have undertaken. 

** To your harlh cenfure of our 
do^ines, I can only fay, they are 
the great foundation ilones of the 
reformation, for which Ridley, 
Latimer, and Cranmer, fuffered 
at the ifaike, / agre^^ that good 
njuoris do neceffanly Jpringfiom a tnte 
andlvvelyfaith^ as a tiee is knonxm 
by its fruits \ but I alfo infifi^ 
that frtifir ni9tiveSf a firm tru/ty^ 



and reliance on God^ and the merits 
of our Samiour and Redeemer Jejus 
Cbrifi^ muft necejfarily precede tbefe 
defirable ends'* 

MICA. CHARLES EMA- 
NUEL, a private foldicr 
of the principality of Piedmont^ 
whofe name and' condudt ought 
not to be forgotten. Without 
education or patrimony, and withr 
out a knowledge of hiftory, which 
by placing before us great exam- 
ples, is io admirably calculated to 
infoire noble fentiments, he pof- 
fefled the confuqmate refolution 
and patriotic firmriefs of a hero. 

In the year feventcen hundred 
and fix, the French army having 
over-run Savcw^ entered Piedmont, 
laid fiege to Turin, and after en* 
countering various difficulties from 
the vigorous iSdlies, and obflinate 
defence of the garrifon, at length 
gained poffeflipn of a fubterraneous 
gallery leading direiEtly to the cen- 
ter of the town, which they re- 
folved to furprize the following 
night. But It happened that a 
body of miners were that moment 
working exactly under the fpot. 

Mica, the fubjcd and honor of 
"^y P^g^j ^ ^^^^ as he heard the 
French over his head, concluded 
that if a blow was not direftly 
(Iruck, Turin would be loft, and 
his country conquered by a na- 
tion, generally detefted by the 
Piedmontefe. The mine was al- 
ready charged ; but not having at 
hand what engineers call a faucif- 
fon, which would have enabled 
him to retire in time, he faw no 
alternative, but to admit the ene- 
my, or facrifice himfelf. He gjo- 
rioufly chofe the latter^ commiiiii- 
oated in a few words his defign to 
Fa the 
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the part)', recommended his wife 
and children to the king, beeged 
his alTociates to pray for his loul, 
infifted on their retreating as faft 
as poflible, and on their making a 
fignal, previoufly agreed on, that 
they were out of danger, he fet 
fire to the train, the mine blew 
up in a moment, involving him- 
felf and enemies in convulfive ruin, 
promifcuous carnage, and inevita- 
able drath. 

Thefe circumftanccs, I truft, 
will not be read without emotions, 
which fwell the breaft of the man 
who attempts to defcribe them ; a 
worthy individual tearing himfelf 
from his family, and meeting 
death in its moft terrific form, 
with cool intrepidity. His fove- 
reign lamenting that the fafety of 
his capital had been purchafed at 
the expence of fo valuable a life, 
fettled on his widow and children, 
an eftate which his defcendants ftill 
enjoy. 

Such behaviour, and fuch bene- 
ficence were princely; they de- 
fc'i*ve, and generally enfure the 
exertions of bravery. But the cafe 
will be far otherwife in an army 
and navy preyed upon by con- 
tractors and agents, who watch 
every opportunity to diminifh the 
fcanty pittance of the private fol- 
dier, the failor, or the fubaltern, 
and what they cannot at lad with^ 
hold, to embitter with infolence or 
delay.' 

Should an army or navy be thus 
circumftanced, it will not be fur- 
•prifing, if men enter fuch a fer- 
vice with relu6taiKe, or, when 
entered, that they become lifllefs, 
mutinous, and ina6Hve. The 
martinet, the rigid difciplinarian, 
and the. bluflerifig captain, may 



defpife futh reafoning, and irmi^ 
gine that the halbert and cat-of- 
uine-tails, will anfwer every de- 
firable purpofe toquicken and ex- 
cite : Are men then, after all, on-- 
. ly moving machines ? Thefe gen- 
tlemen mould recollect, that in 
the heat of an engagement, the 
fame mufket that is pointed at an 
enemy, mayeafily, unobfcrvedly, 
and I think very juftly, be point- 
ed againil an unjufl and mercilefs 
commander. 

Much has of late been faid on 
the miferies and oppreflions of the 
unhappy Africans; and wretched 
indeed they are ! But let us ima- 
gine a failor, torn from bis (hip, 
after many years abfence from his 
country, with all his hopes and all ^ 
his expectations' about him, and 
dragged on board a king's (hip, 
under an unfeeling and defpotic 
captain, who has a proper under- 
itanding with his purfer. To va- 
ry the fcene, but not the wretch- 
ednefs, let us imagine a peafant or 
mechanic enlifting in a moment of 
folly or intoxication, and ordered 
to join his regiment in the coun- 
try, expofed to finical (tripling 
cadets, an agent, maiter of his bu- 
finefs, and a haughty lieutenant- 
colonel, of furious ungovernable 
paflions, while thc/centeJ general 
18 only vifible at court and the 
club. Under thefe circumftanccs, 
convgred to the Eaft Indies, or 
our (ugar iflands, thofe charnel 
houfes of Europe, I cannot but 
think the foldier and (ailor may 
look with envy on the negro, 
broiling and bleeding under the 
fcourge of the cruel overfeer. 
Ti^ILTO, a bewitching and 
JLVA dangerous woman, a native 
of Phocsea, in loniai and the f2i* 

vorxte 
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vorite miflrefs of Cyrus, whom, 
according to the luxurious cufloms 
of the ^(l, ihe accompanied in 
his memorable, ^ut unjulllliable, 
expedition againft Babylon ; ^n 
expedkion which has been handed 
down to pofterity by the inalierly 
pen of Xenophon, an eye-witnefs 
of, and a re(pe£table a(flor in, the 
interefling' icenes he defcribes ; 
though it is to be lamented, that 
fo long a fpace elapfed between 

THE RETREAT OF THE TEN THOU- 
SAND, and the time when he actu- 
ally wrote the Anabafis. 

At the death of her royal lover, 
this fair appendage of a Periian 
camp, with other articles of fplen- 
did fuperfluity, or cumberfome 
pomp, became the property of 
Artaxerxes, the conqueror and 
brother of Cyrus ; and fuch, were 
the charms of her perfon, or the 
powers of her iinderflanding, that 
the GREAT KING became the (lave 
of his' captive, although an efla- 
bliifament of three hundred con- 
cubines, beiides AtolTa, his lawful 
wife, ihould feem to have left little 
for the depravities of imagination, 
and iefs for exhaufted nature. 

I will not dwell on the indeco- 
rous verfatility of that heart, which 
could thus almoft inflantaneoudy 
turn from the bleeding and muti- 
lated corfe of a vanquiilied hero, 
to the embr^lces of his triumphant 
rival; fome allowance muft un- 
doubtedly be made, for the ftern 
laws of war, and the grofs unfenti- 
mental texture of an Eadern attach- 
ment, which generally commenc- 
ing with force, and continuing iu 
coercion, is (aid to be broken with- 
out a figh, and repaired without a 
finiggle. In fuch cafes, the fate 



of woman and of weaknefi. has 
ever been decided by the fword of 
the victor, and Milto, like many 
a European dame in fable weeds, 
probably modeiated pallion by po- 
licy, fupprefled oppofition becaufe 
it was unavailing, and forming a 
compromife between her feelings 
and her (ituatio'n, difguifed or foft- 
ened the harOinefs of inexorable 
neceffity, by the merit of an early 
compliance. I will not decide on 
a condu6t, which offers much for 
the moral i ft and much for the ca- 
fuift to difcufs ; perhaps a prafti- 
cable inference might be drawn 
from the unaccommodating purity 
of Liv:retia, the tender con Aids 
of the melting Dido, the unfeemly 
lapfe of the Ephefian matron, and 
the unbridled Kcentioufnefs of her 
modern reprefentative, ♦***♦• 
**♦*, in whom, if the hofpitable 
*♦** could arife from his grave, 
he would fee exemplified, age with- 
out wifdom, and the ghoft of de- 
parted beauty haunting, with the 
reftleflhefs of a Gallopin du village, 
thofe giddy circles where her ho- 
nor died. 

I fear that Milto was an incon- 
ftant prude, or an unprincipled, 
coquette; ftie became a fource of 
domeftic difcord in the conque- 
ror's family, and finally deprived 
him of the affections and loyalty 
of his eldeft fon. It had been the 
cuftom, almoft from the founda- 
tion of the monarchy, for the heir 
apparent, on his arriving at a cer- 
tain age, to be proclaimed fuccef- 
for to the throne, for the ufeful 
purpofe of crufhing competition, 
and preventing the dangers of a 
vacant throne. On this occafion, 
the young Prince was always al- 
lowed 
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lowed to afk a favor, which, in 
ho one inftance on record, had 
ever been refbfed. 

Thofe who know, by painful 
experience, the timid folicitude of 
love, are bed qualified to judge of 
the diftrefs of Artaxcrxes, when, 
in the face of the whole court, his 
beloved fon demanded, on an oc- 
cafion which barred refiifal, the 
fair favorite of his bofom. 

From the rigid and fuperftitious 
obfervances of Perfia, backed by 
the folemn perfuafions of the High 
Pried of the Sun, the young Prince 
became pofleiled of the enchanting 
Milto, who, in this fecond inftance, 
fubmitted to her fortune without 
reludtance. Indeed, from the am- 
' bition of rifing hopes, the vigor 
of a youthful lover, the trmhUpme 
affiduities of ah aged one, or from 
that aftonifhing influence, which, 
from certain late and flriking in- 
IhmceS, ripened beauty at fix and 
thirty has been obferved, from 
tnanagfcment, dexterity, and other 
artSy to ^ercifc over hot-heated, 
rafh young men, an interefl in 
favor' of the Prince appears to 
have already taken place in her 
heart. 

The unhappy father foon after 
reclaimed his captive ; family dif- 
fention, and confpiracy, real or 
pretended, followed, and ended in 
the death of the fon. Thus beauty, 
'is^hich, long before the days of 
Helen and Troy, had deftroyed 
kingdoms, and made fools or mad- 
men <rf the wifcfl and bravefl of 
heroes, fatal beauty, ruinous alike 
to itfelf and others, deprived the 
Perfian Monarch of the miftrefs 
of his heart, ^nd his kingdom of 
a much loved Prince. 



I have been occafionatfy cenfured 
for crouding the paees of this col- 
le6^ion with narratives of female 
frailty, a fpecies of mifconduft 
which, it has been faid, ought to 
be affigned to the infamy and obli- 
vion it deferves. I have before 
obferved, and again repeat, . that 
my purpofe is to point out to the 
fex the omnipotence of their in- 
fluence, even when illicitly exerted. 
Could thefe ladies paramount of 
the creation, be only perfuaded to 
exert it corre<5tly, and difpenic 
their fmiles to good men alone^ 
firmly rejeding every advance from 
infamous or debauched individuals^ 
I am perfuaded, that a moftdefira- 
ble revolution would take place in 
the mannei-s of the age. Such 
gentle but irrefiftible cenfors, would 
fupply the glaring, the rapid de- 
cay, of moral and religious im— 
preffion, and operate to the full as 
effe6lual!y, and far more pleaiantly, 
than the moft elaborate additions 
to a penal code, already bulky and 
voluminous in the extreme. 

MIRELEES, ANDREW, a 
tanner, of Leith, near Edin- 
burgh, of regular habits, and ap. 
parently of fober life, in a country," 
and at a period, when, whatever 
other improvements wealth and re- 
finement have produced, laxity of 
conduft or of faith would not have 
efcaped notice and punifbment. 

In January, 1 749, he was called 
by bufinefs to Haddington, fifteen 
miles from his houfe, but not being 
returned -at midnight, his wife and 
fitaily were confiderably alarmed ; 
particularly at two o'clock in the 
morning, when, after long and 
anxious expe6tation, his hone gai« 
ioped into the yard, in a bloody 
condition, 
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condition, and wouqded in feveral 
parts of its body. From this cir- 
cuniftance, they concluded that 
Andrew was murdered, as part of 
bis road was through a wild unin- 
habited common, infamous, in 
former times, for violence and 
robbery. 

Application was made to a ma- 
giftrate, and a proclamation ifTued 
the next, day, offering a reward 
for apprehending the fuppofed 
murderers. On taking a furvey of 
the common, a malHff, which ufu- 
ally followed the tanner, was found 
fiabbed in feveral places, and dead 
under the furze. As the perfons 
employed proceeded in their fearch, 
they met two drunken chairmen, 
carrying a fedan, in which the 
coat, hat, wig, whip, and fpurs, 
of Mirelees, were found, as alfo a 
'large claip knife in one of their 
pockets, all of which were ex- 
trcniely bloody. 

The men could give no fatisfec- 
tory account, but faid, they had 
carried a iick perfon to Muffel- 
burgh (which was faA) and that 
on their return, they had met with 
perfons who made them drunk ; 
that they found the coat, &c. in 
the road, on their return : under 
thefe circumftances they were both 
committed to prifon. It appeared, 
from enquiry, that Mirelees had 
a^ually dined at Haddington, 
where he received twenty-five 
pounds, at half pail five o'clock ; 
that he called in his way home at 
Muflclburgh, within five miles of 
his own houfe, but could be traced 
no further. 

Five weeks after the proclama- 
tion was iffued, Mr. Burton, a 
reputable tradefman of Edinburgh, 
returning from Sheffield to Leeds, 



was furprlzed, as he pafied through 
the kitchen of an inn, to fee Mire- 
lees, in the chimney corner, quietly 
fmoking his pipe and reading the 
news. After the ardor of curio- 
fity, and the ftare of wonder, were 
fatiated. Burton prevailed on the 
fugitive to accompany him imme- 
diately to Edinburgh. Mirelees 
went before a magiftrate, and made 
oath ; that foon after leaving Muf* 
fel burgh, he was met by two per- 
fons in a poft-chaife, who ordered 
him to flop, which he refufcd, 
when they fuddenly jumped out, 
flabbed his horfe and his dog, and 
forcibly drao;ged him into the car- 
riage, which drove at a furious 
rate: that they halted at feveral 
towns to change horfes, but would 
never fuffer liim to alight, nor in- 
deed did he know where he was, 
'till they arrived at the Black Swan 
in York; from which inn, aftei- 
keeping him confined three days, 
they removed him at midnight, 
and at laft releafed him in a foreft^ 
where they quitted him, and he 
never faw them again ; they nei- 
ther demanded money, or in any 
refpeft, except abridging his liber- 
ty, offered violence to his perfon. 
On the ftrength of this affidavit, 
one chairman was difmiiled from 
confinement, the other unfortunate 
man having; in the intci'val, died 
in prifon. The chief jnftice, then 
on the circuit, on being made ac- 
quainted with the circumftances, 
and the ftrange ftor}' of the tanner, 
ordered him to be apprehended as 
an impoftor. But this man of myf- 
tery found means to efcape on board 
a fliip, bound to Zealand, where 
he was afterwards feen, but never 
could be prevailed on to explain 
his fondu^, which was proved by 

his 
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his flight to be unjufiifiablc, if not 
unaccountable. 

From this inftance, which is 
ypon record, judges and juries may 
learn the fallibihty of circumftan- 
tial, unaccompanied by pofitive, 
evidence. I fear few of my read- 
ers, appointed as jurymen, to de- 
cide on the poor chairmen, would 
have confidered them as innocent 
of the murder, had Mirelees never 
appeared. What would have been 
their feeHngs, had cither of thofe 
unhappy men been executed before 
his return ? 

[OB, a method of fupprcfling 
one, without bloodflied. 

In the year, 1 792, the v/omcn 
of Toulon declared themfelves in 
a (late of infurre6lion, and alfcm- 
bling in great crowds, threatened 
to hang the magiftrates, if they 
did not lower the price of fugar. 
Theprocuriator fyndic at firft laugh- 
ed at their threats, but the multitude 
refufing to difpei-fe, he aflembled 
the council general of the commune, 
and ordered the fir« engines, with 
a plentiful fupply of water, mixed 
with foot, to be drawn out in 
battle array; by a vigorous dif- 
charge of this fmutty artillery, the 
infurgents in petticoats were com- 
pletely routed, and quietly returned 
to their homes. 

In Berlin or Vienna, where the 
age of chivalry flour illies, fays a 
writer, to whom this collection is 
indebted for much interefting poli- 
tical difcuflion, fuch a mob would 
have beenriiofl: chivalroufly attack- 
ed by fome hundreds of well difci- 
plined chevaliers, with fabres or 
carbines in their hands. 

[ONSEY, Dr. a phyfician, 
a unitarian, and an oddity, 
who, with a conCderable fliarc of 



mental acutenefs, literary acquire- 
ment, and knowledge of the world, 
but with little regard to the feeling* 
or eftabliftied forms of mankind, 
made the good will and eafe of 
others, too often fubfervient to his^ 
own conveniency, whim and ca- 
price. 

He experienced at Bury (fays 
his Biographer) the common fate 
of countiy practice, conftant fa- 
tigue, longjournies, andlhort fees, 
and in a rufty wig, dirty boots, 
and leather breeches, might have 
degenerated into a hum-drum pro- 
vincial do<5lor, with the common- 
place queftions by rote, the tongue, 
the pulfeand the guinea ; his merits 
not diffufed beyond a county chro- 
nicle, and his medical errors con- 
cealed in a .country church-yard. 
But his afliftance being required 
for the Earl of Godolphin, fon of 
Queen Anne's Lord Treafurer, by 
a daughter of John, the great 
Duke of Marlborough, in a fud- 
den and alarming illnefs, with 
which he was feized on a journey, 
near the doAor ; nature, or Mon- 
fey was fuccefsful, and during the 
intervals of recovery, the grateful 
Earl, "was highly pleafed with the 
convivial powers of the phyfician, 
and felt a wifh to attach himfelf 
to worth, fo fuperior to the fitua- 
tion *in which he difcovered it, 
particularly, as he had long wanted 
a rational companion, for the 
amufement, or the improvement 
of his leifure hours, and a medical 
friend, fo defirable in the decline 
of life. 

After generoufly gratifying the 
hope of reward, that foothing 
fweeterter of labour, his lordfhip 
made a liberal offer for his becom- 
ing an inmate, and a friend, on 

the 



the hir equal ground of mutual 
obligation, and reciprocal favour. 
The offer was accepted^ he ac- 
companied his patient to London, 
lived with him near thirty years, 
the remainder of his patron's life, 
and procured through his intereft, 
a medical appointment at Cheiiea. 
He alfo received a handfome legacy 
on the death of Lord Godolphin, 
whofe life has been defcribed as 
ipent, rather in fjiug domefiic 
comfort, than brilliant difplay ; 
his fupreme felicity, a well-dred, 
and to do him juflice, a well-eaten 
dinner, his game backgammon, 
and his favourite book, Gibber's 
Apology for his own Life. 

It is not eafy to imagine a 
greater contrail, than Monfey's 
journey produced ; from the nar- 
row rural circle, unvaried and un- 
enlivened, from the fenfeJefs egotifm 
of the fox-hunter, the filly mi- 
nutenefs, and teazing detail of the 
fceen fjportfman, and the hoify 
nonfenie, ribaldry, and caroulings 
of ^ fairs, weddings, and chriflen- 
ings; from the obflinate wrong- 
headed juflice, and his nervous 
wife ; from the curate, the lawyer, 
and the apothecary, from, the un- 
interefting pertnefs of conceit, and 
the benumbing dullnefs of igno- 
rance, our i^unate adventurer 
was fuddenly depoiited in the 
metropolis, the region of elegance, 
the fountain of politene&, and the 
land of promife. He was intro- 
duced to many of the firft cha- 
ncers of the age, and fucoeisfully 
cultivated a friendfliip with Sir 
Robert Walpole, the Earls of Bath 
and Ckefterfield, and with Mr. 
Garrick. 

Thus treading the pleafkntefl 
oath of life, the happy medium 
^ VoL.n. • 
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between leifure-and ^tigue, po- 
lifhed fociety, and literary amufe- 
ment, might be faid to flrew the 
way over with flowers. Yet, in a 
Jong intercourfe with the great and 
gay, he never degraded himfelf by 
-abje6t flattery, conflantly preferv- 
ing a natural plainnefs of manners, 
and an uureferved fincerity of be- 
haviour, to thofe who remember 
it, by no means an unpleafing one. 
He fpoke the truth, and what 
fometimes gave offence, the whole 
truth, which afforded malignity and 
opportunity for fometimes ciying 
him down as a cynic and mifan- 
thropifl, but his cenfures, .though 
fevere, were generally juft, and 
for the mod part directed againft 
vice, impudence, or affectation. 

An intercourfe with David Gar- 
rick, muil have been highly defi. 
rable to any man of common tafle 
and difcernment, and Monfey 
always confidered it as the folacc 
and ornament of the heft years of 
his life : but thofe befl acquainted 
with the manager, however they 
admired and loved him, all knew 
that eager to feek and enjoy a joke 
at another man's expence, it nettled 
him when raifed at his own : it 
was the amufement of many an 
hoiu* at Hampton, to produce a 
ridiculous ftory, or raife a laugh at 
the Do^or, who retorted fometimes 
with warmth, and o^n with fuc- 
cefs. 

" Garrick will certainly quit 
the ftage," faid Dr. Mark Hildefley^ 
Bifhop of Sod or and Man, many 
years before the retirement of 
Rofcius : " He never will do it^" 
faid Monfey, ^* as long as he knows 
a gitinea is crofs on one ilde, and 
pile on the other," which is, I 
believe a provincial pi^Qverb. This 
G regl 
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reply was violently rcfented by our 
inimitable a^or, he fent his iriend 
an anonymous letter, containing at 
length, the emphatic woi'ds of 
Horace, 

——- Abfentem qui rodit amicum 
Qui non defendit alio culpante, 

folutos 
Qui captat rifus hominum, fa- 

mamque dicacis, 
Fi:ngere qui non vifa poteft, 

omiiTa tacere 
Qui nequit, hie nigcr eft hunc 

tu Romane caveto. 
A friendftiip produ6iive, for 
twenty years, of mutual pleafure, 
inftantly ceafed, and, as intimate 
friends are often converted into 
bitter enemies, their difpute was 
exafperated by fevere recrimina- 
tion ; while officious intermeddlers, 
who affe6ted to lament their difa- 
greement, ridiculing and exulting 
at their quarrel, heartily laughed 
at the joke. " I thank you," cried 
Monfey, to Lord Bath, who at- 
tempted to reconcile them, " but 
why will your Lordfhip trouble 
yourfelf with the fquabbles of a 
merry-andrew and a quack ?" 

After Lord Goidolphin's death, 
it was again his fate to fhift the 
fcene, deprived of a friend who 
delighted, axid a patron who libe- 
rally fupported him, he retired to 
Chelfea, and exchanged the fplen- 
dor of a wealthy peer, and an 
agreeable circle of London ac- 
quaintance, for folitary apart, 
ments at the College, a plate at a 
.table provided for the governor 
and other officers of the bouie, his 
time piece, and a veteran female 
fervant. Soured by difappoint- 
ment, and a change of circum- 
ilance and (ituation, he felt 
exertion neceflary to prevent the 



fatal inroads of ennui and difcon- 
tent, and laboured to fill up the 
intervals of a life, which had been 
hitherto completely and agreeably 
occupied. 

In this nice point, fo produ6iive 
of crimes or of follies in us all, 
he partly fucceeded, by the aid of 
books, correfpondence, mecha- 
nifm, backgammon, and profef 
fional purfuits ; but he could not 
entirely efcape the Ihafts of chagrin, 
which after the moft elaborate 
bulwarks we raife againft external 
attack, too often originate from an 
enemy within. A gradual altera- 
tion was obferved, genius, attic 
wit, happy allufion, and the well- 
told anecdote, were mellowed and 
improved on the canvas, but 
the gentle tints, the delicate co- 
louring, the minute blending of 
light and (liade, the morbidezza of 
refined manners produced by the 
attrition of elegant fociety, were 
gradually impaired ; he confefledly 
pofTefTed the " fortiter in re," but 
neglected or defpifed the ** fuavi- 
te'r in modo." 

At the hofpital for military in- 
valids, Dr. Monfey became ac- 
quainted with Mr. Chefelden, an 
able lithotomift, and unaifuming 
man, the friend of Pope : poflef- 
fmg a turn for .mechanic contri- 
vance, and a knack at rhyming, 
which he always induftrioufly con- 
cealed from thetranflator of Homer, 
he was more gratified by a compli- 
ment on his chariot Iprings un- 
proved by his own invention, the 
fplendor of his equipage, or a 
well-turned extempore ftanza, than 
by being called (what in fa6t he 
was) the firft operator in Europe. 
By humouring thefe harmlefs foi- 
bles, and introducmg his name in 

his 
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hiscpifUes, the poet fecurcd pro- 
feifiona] attendance, and the ufe of 
his carriage, houfe and fervants. 

A melancholy accident was re- 
lated by Monfey, which produced 
a couplet from Chefelden. A young 
pra^itioner foon after his election, 
as one of the furgeons to St. Tho- 
mas's hofpital, had occafion to 
take oif a limb, but in the hurry 
of the bufinefs neglected feruring 
the blood veflels ; the patient of 
courfe expired' foon after he was 
conveyed to bed. A cool confi- 
derer, however he might excufc 
fuch a melancholy cataffrophe, in 
the trepidation of diffidence and 
timidity, will naturally wonder that 
it could efcape the eyes of a theatre 
crowded with fpe6lators, and the 
able affidance of age and experi- 
ence, at the young man's elbow. 
On this occafion, and under thcfe 
convi6tions, Mr. Chefelden wrote 
as follows ; it is not in my power 
to alcertain if I am not correal in 
the operator's name. 

** Poor Cowen ! he did as well 
** as he could, 

*' The crowd who flood round 
** him were guilty of blood !'* 

Monfey's retreat at Chelfea, 
was difturbed after Mr. Chefelden 's 
death, by difputes with Mr. Ranby, 
a man of flrong paffions, and in- 
elegant manners, and a favorite of 
King George the Second. By a 
prepoflerous or corrupt regula- 
tion, it had been cuHomary for the 
furgeon to make out a quarterly 
bill, for attendance and applica- 
tions, contrary to the mode wifely 
adopted in every fimilar inflitution, 
where oeconomy or good manage- 
ment are at all attended to, which 
dearly point out a certain annual 
iaiary, as the mo^ eligible mochod. 



It was in vain that our phyfician, 
who by virtue of his office infpec- 
ted the bill, dete6ted error and 
mis ftatement, it was to no pur- 
pofe he proved, that the medical 
and furgical expenditure at Green- 
wich, for fupplying feveral thou- 
fand marine penfioners, annually 
amounted to lefs than dve hundred 
pounds ; while the fame purpofes, 
for lefs than a quarter of the fame 
number of military veterans, coft 
more than five thoufand a year. 
Such wanton wafle of public 
money, furely calls loudly for re« 
form, which thofe whom I need 
not name, will do well not to 
negleft. 

The Do£tor ufed to fay with 
exultation, that his prefent majefhr 
approved of his conduct in this 
official difference ; but fuch is the 
power of corrupt influence, that 
Ranby's bill was paid ; and the 
bufinefs continues flill to be con- 
ducted in the fame profufe manner. 
It was Monfey's misfortune to 
launch into the boundlefs ocean of 
metaphyfics, which fo many adven- 
turers explore, without rudder, 
fail, or compaf^. His voyage pro- 
duced the ufual return of doubt, 
anxiety, and difappointment ; to 
thofe who are infatuated by fuch 
wild unprofitable purfuits, it may 
be ufeful to obferve, that he con- 
fefTed, a great part of the unhap- 
pinefs of his life, originated from 
thefe unfettling, unavailing per- 
plexities. He latterly profeffcd 
himfelf a ftaunch fupporter of the 
unitarian doArine, but very early 
in life had imbibed an unconque- 
rable aveiiion to bifhops, eflablifh- 
ments, creeds and tefts: when 
the Athanafian creed was mention- 
ed, he never failed burding forth 
G z into 
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into the ittoft violent expreflions of 
abhorrence and difgufl. A gen- 
tleman (if I miftake not, Mrs. 
Montague's brother) was lament- 
ing to him the deplorable in cligion 
of the times, and concluded an 
orthodox, but well-meant harangue, 
by faying " And doftor, I talk 
with people who believe there is 
no God." " And I, faid J^Ionfey, 
talk with people who believe there 
are three." The frightened iri- 
nitarian inftantly left his profane 
companion. 

The fubjcA of this article has 
been compared to Swift, whom, 
indeed, he refembled, in the pre- 
dominating, and fometimes the 
tyrannical fpirit, with which he 
aiffe^led to rule his company, and 
controul the converfation of thofe 
with whom he aflbciated : he ex- 
posed, and in mod inftances, ex- 
a6bed, fubmiffion from all. Medico 
et philofopho nihil indecens, was 
alfo a favorite adage with the phy- 
fician, who thought with the Dean, 
that a nice man was a man of nafty 
ideas. The author of the Lady's 
Drefling Room, and Monfey, who 
often produced an almond, which 
he boafted had travelled four times 
down his throat, might have ima- 
^/«fl//(7«j equally filthy ; but, while 
Swift, in his drefs, habits, and 
wafhings, imitated (to ufe the 
words of our Engl i ill Lexiphones) 
Oriental fcrupulofity, the Doftor 
was groflly aeficient in decency, 
and common cleanlinefs ; fo widely 
different was the pra^ice of men, 
who appear, at firft fight, to have 
profefled the fame theory. Swift 
delineating and laying open the 
:iaufeous receffes of naftineis and 
filth, for the purpofe of inculcating 
perfonal purity amd decorum ; 



Monfey, from a pliilofophic or an 
affe6ted contempt for troublefome 
delicacy, and fantaftic prudery, 
hunting for, and delighting to 
dwell on, object, which all who 
wi(h to prefervc a relifh for life, 
have been taught to avoid, from 
their exciting diftafte and abhor- 
rence. 

Monfey was a whig, in the moft 
liberal and extenfive fenfc of the 
term, who, while he valued his 
oWn opinion, did not wiih to cn- 
flave or enfnare the fentiments of 
another ; he was a friend to a li- 
mited monarchy, and a mixed go- 
vernment, but detefted thofe arts 
which render religion a mere po- 
litical machine, to torture or vain- 
ly opprefs confcientious men alone \ 
holding out rewards for hypocrify , 
and perjury, while the thoughtlefs 
accommodating herd, too often 
determining, before they are quali- 
fied to weigh and examine, fit 
down infamous and contented. 
Swift, on the contrary, was a 
rank high churchman, a ftickler 
for the infamous Sacheverel, a 
tory, with all the narrow bigotry 
of his party, an enemy to the re- 
ligious, and (except in a few in- 
Itances, where tenrporary popula- 
larity fwayed him) to the civil 
liberties of mankind. 

Dat Deus immiti cornua cufta 
bovi, feems very applicable to our 
prieft, whether balking in the warm 
funihine of Harley's favour, or 
wielding a defpotic iceptre in the 
little chapter of St. Patrick's : he 
had undoubtedly a tbouiand &ult% 
but they were overbalanced hjf 
many good qualities. . 

" How happens it," fiud Sir 

Robert Walpole, ^* tha( no one 

CQPtiiadids mei or beats me at 

billiariip 
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billiards, except Dr, Monfey ? " 
** They get places," replied the 
Do£lor, *' I am thought an honeft 
fellow, and get an invitation to 
dinner." 

His fvirly antagonill, Ranby, 
was fuccecded by Mr. Adair, a 
iketch of whofe life is given in 
this coIle6lion. Two characters 
more oppofite could not eafily have 
met ; Monfey, with a, proud con- 
(cioufneis of vigorous intellect, li- 
terary acquirement, and rugged 
merit ; Adair, gentle, accommo- 
dating, pieafant, and fuperficial, 
poliihed by elegant intercourfc, and 
adorned with gentleman-like qua- 
lities ; the firft fecuring, . by ftub- 
born eccentricity, that public no- 
tice he feemed to defpife : the lail, 
by humble, but more feducing arts, 
coliedting the rays of court fun- 
ihine, and winning the aifedlions 
of the fair ; one, rich in the mafly 
bullion of fterling genius ; the 
other, fufficiently flored with the 
ufeful current coin of mild man- 
ners, politenefs, and attention. 

As old age, with its cares, ad- 
vanced, an afperity of behaviour, 
and a negleA of decorum, was ob- 
ferved in the Doctor ; the young 
and the gay exclaimed againA him, 
as an interrupter of thofe various 
and minute rules, which, however 
trifling they may appear to the 
(age and the philofopher, efTential- 
ly contribute to the eafe and com- 
rort of modern life. From this 
charge he cannot be wholly excul- 
pated ; but idle, filly, vain women i 
and m^n like njjomen^ excited in him 
|he moft violent effufions of anger 
and contempt. He was charged 
with avarice, an accufation onen 
befiowed on laudable prudence^ 
by the felfiih, the fooliU), or the 



profufe. If in general he appeared 
too fond of money, it did not pre- 
vail on all occafions, for, in two 
inflances, he burnt a hundred 
pound bond, having, i^o far ailifted 
two induftrious tradefmen, who 
were able, but would have been 
diftrefled to repay it. 

The great vulgar, who affefted 
to treat him cavalierly, and meanly 
imagined, that a fee cancelled ail 
obligation, he often cut down, by 
repeatedly infifting, " That the 
attentions of a friend can never be 
repaid with money." One of tbefe 
high-blooded infignificants, a, fhab- 
by placeman, whofe wife was once 
celebrated for beauty, fent hioi 
a ten pound bank note, for attend- 
ance at a diflance, during a Ign^ 
indifpofition, when he knew it 
had cod the Do£tor twice the furai 
in chaife-hire. The note was in- 
ftantly returned ; the formal, empty 
prater, cooly pocketted the affront, 
and after frequently impofing oa 
him in money tranfa<5tions, had 
the aflurance to repeatedly apply 
for advice, and the perfidious im- 
pudence to ridicule and abufe hia 
pHyfician, behind his back ^ for being 
too fond of a guinea ; though the 
fool knew, at the time, Monfey 
was acquainted with a fecret, whicn 
would have expofed him to ridicule 
the reft of his life. The next time 
he is reading this, or any other 
part of my coUeftion, with his 
ingenious comments y I advife himt 
for certain rgafons — 

Ill-ufageand repeated pecuniary 
frauds and failures, foured the 
Doctor's temper, and his behaviour 
was gradually tinftured with fufpi- 
cion and acrimony. If* however, 
bis parfimony, in many inftances, 
degenerated into meaune^, if his 

mode 
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mode of life was not equal to his 
income, let it be remembered, that 
he was conftantly obferving the 
difgraceful, and often the tragical, 
cSe&s of diffipation ; that he had 
the warmed affedion for bis daugh- 
ter, wbofe numerous offspring he 
was certainly l)ound tq provide 
for ; that he had a purfe to affifl 
the unfortunate ; and we may at 
laft be induced to confcfs, that he 
had an amiablis reafon for his 
weaknefs. 

Such, with all his foibles, was 
Monfey ; but the hour was rapidly 
approaching, when infirmity cloud- 
ed his faculties, when the eye which 
enlivened, and the ear that liftened 
to his friend, began to fail, narra- 
tive old age came on, and languor, 
pain, . and petulance, fucceeded to 
wit, which fet the table on a roar, 
and Tallies of ironical farcafm, 
which no power of face could re- 
fift. The edge of the fword had 
cut through the fcabbard, the can- 
dle had burnt to its focket ; he 
had exceeded the age of man, the 
accompliihment of his century was 
at hand, and he declared, in the 
querulous voice of decrepitude, 
tnat to him the world was a defart, 
that he had out-lived his faculties, 
his pleafures, and his friends, that 
he was tired of life, but, like 
many fools and many phi lolophers, 
afraid to die. 

As biography, however amufing, 
ought not to be wholly unprofita* 
ble, the life of Monfey holds up a 
falutary lefTon to young men of 
talent and enterprize. From a 
profeffion, which, even in the 
country, might have rendered him, 
if not a brilliant, a ufeful and 
refpe^ble member of fociety, he 
was awakened, by what the world 



generally confiders a foitlinate ac- 
cident, to morefplendid and in- 
terefting views. Rouzed by the 
enticidg voice of ambition, luxury, 
or eafe, he deferted the poft in 
which Providence' had placed hint, 
and rulhing to the metropolis, on 
the wings of hope and expeftation, 
pafTed the fun-fhine of his beft 
days in affluence, amufement, and 
inactivity. 

Having acquired • confiderable 
knowledge, both of books and of 
men, Le was again depofited in 
the fhades of retirement, and from 
inclination or difappotntment, took 
a fatirical turn, attempted to cor- 
rect fhabby enoraiity, to reform 
the abandoned, fubdue the imper- 
tinent, and mortify the vain From 
a negleCt of the little, rather than 
the great duties of life, from a 
haughty, unaccommodating fe ve- 
rity, to the ill qualities of others, 
rather than a want of good ones 
in himfelf, did he not often fail ? 
did not the ungraciou^s ftcrnnefs of 
his efforts generally counteract his 
befl intentions ? dots it appear that 
hisextraordinaiy powers, learning, 
and talents for converfation, ren- 
dered him more feared or loved ? 
did they advance him on the road 
to happinefs, or fmooth his pafTage 
through lUe ? After confidering 
thefe queftions, the humble man 
may perhaps look up with thank- 
ful nefs to Providence, for blefling 
him with content; the ignorant 
and unlearned may alfo ceafe to 
complain of not being initiated in 
thofe dangerous arts, which fo oft- 
en diminifh the happinefs of our 
neighbours, as well as ourfelves. 

As a phyfician, he was a difcipic 
of the Boerhaavian fchool, and of 
Sydenham, and fcrupuloufly ad- 
hered 
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hered to rules and fyflems, which 
he ufed to fay were fan^oned by 
fixty years experience; he knew 
not, or negleded the acknowledged 
modern unprovements, both in 
theory, and pradice, yet he de- 
ferytd the praife of minute and 
accurate delineation of fymptom, 
of undeviating attention to nature, 
and I underftand from a medical 
friend, that his prognoftics were 
remarkably c«rrd^, and generally 
juftified by the event That he 
was a nafly dog^ wore a dirty 
ihirt, and was eternally prefcrih- 
ing ptifans and contrayerva, was 
the utmoily the malignity of Ran- 
by could obje^ againil him. 

His pen was not often exercifed, 
either on profefiional or mifcei- 
laneous fubjefe, for public view : 
yet, accounts of uncommon dif- 
eafe, and in ibme inftances, of his 
fuccefsfiil treatment, have been oc- 
cafionally printed, one of which 
occurs in this work, under the 
article Fraine. Another alfo has 
been printed, of a man, whofc 
ikin was bliftered, whenever the 
fun fhone upon it. As a votary of 
the mules, he was often fuccefsful, 
in the walks of humour, fatire, 
and occafionally the amorous and 
tender. At the age of eighty-four 
he addrefled, {izys the author of a 
Sketch of his Life) a copy of 
verfes to Mifs Berry, a young 
lady of Chifwick, " a poetical 
effort, which would have aone tio 
diicredit to Pope; who indeed, 
with the feelings of a man, could 
behold Mifs Berry, without lovc^ 
emotion, and defire!" 
^ It has more than once been faid, 
that the fubjeft of this article was 
regretted by few, and that a man 
fo generally difliked as he latterly 



was, mufi have been grofily wroi^ 
and radically defedive in prindme 
or pradice. An oeconoroifi ana a 
reformer of abufe is feldom popu- 
lar, the very extflence of lucn a 
chara£ter depends on lopping off 
the fuperfluous exhaufting branch* 
es, of corrupt perquiiite, official 
fraud, or feniual gratification. To 
this, another reafon may be added : 
from a circle of fiiends exalted by 
rank and abilities, and in general 
adorned with ufeful or polite learn- 
ing; he was removed to Chelfea 
College, the civil and domeftic 
offices of which inftitution, ought 
to have been occupied by difabled 
or dilbanded military veterans, as 
it was founded for thecxprefs pur- 
pofe of a well-earned retreat, for 
the brave and unfortunate: but 
this foundation, which ought to 
have been devoted to national cha* 
rity, was over-run by the valets, 
groom^, or eledion jobbers, ^f a 
Fox, a RufTell, a Phipps, a Gren- 
ville, or a Rigby. 

By this venai and prepofieront 
mifapplication of public rewards, 
a menial, by fhaving the pavmafler, 
brufhing his coat, his inoes, or 
marrying his miftreft, was infiant- 
ly dubbed a gentleman, and be- 
came the companion of a general, 
a knight of the Bath, a phyfician, 
and a divine. To men, fprunj^ 
from the worft dregs of the woru 
fociety, frequently elevated for ob- 
fequioufned or vice, ignorant and 
felf-conceited, can we wonder that 
Monfey repaid infolence with fa* 
tirical inve^ive^ and contempt^ 
But real unafTuming merit, in the 
pooreft and lowefl fituations, he 
treated with good-nature and win- 
ning familiarity: the heart^i^ 
gratitude he oftoi experienced from 
patients 
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pfttieiits tff this clafs, be ever fpoke 
<ii ts the rtioil gratifying fee, and 
was the Jaft man to arrc^ate ad- 
ventitious merit, from ^lendid 
comie6Hon or intelle^uai excel- 
lence : a creature (he wouM often 
exclaim) paliied by the contrac- 
tion of a nervous fibre, and fenfc- 
lefs on the ground, from the burn- 
ing of a capillary ; an animal, 
whom with all our refined flrug- 
jgles, we can fcarcely keep fweet 
and wholfome, has vafi pi etenfions 
to ftrut on the ftilts of felf-im- 
portance. 

To conclude, Dr. Monfey pos- 
ieOM a lively imadaatton, pointed 
wit, keen fenfibility, and its ge- 
neral companions, flrong paffions, 
which he took little pains to curb : 
his curioiity was ardent, infatiable, 
and often troublefome, but iiis 
communications were rapid, co- 
pious, and interefting : his vein of 
Aumour was rich, luxuriant, and 
(as is the nature of all humour) 
fometimes grofs, and ibmetimes 
Tnelegant. His penetration was 
deep, his opinion of human na- 
ture, waiped by mjuries of the fcl- 
fifh and unpriucipled, was culpa- 
bly unfavourable; his memory 
was incredible, ipourmg forth, in 
an unexhaufted now of words, the 
treafureof paft years, which ft*e- 
q^iently, like other treafures, was 
not without its drofe. He was a 
iborehoufe of anecdote, an ample 
refervoir of good things, a living 
chronicle of other times. His wit 
was not the keen, (hining, highly- 
polilhed, well- tempered weapon 
of a Sheridan, a Courtney, or a 
Burke, it was rather the irrefiftible 
ma0y fabre of a coflack, which 
if the iharpads of its edge proved 



deficient, demolifhed by the weight 
of its blow. 

His faults he was too lazy or too 
proud to conceal, they were pro- 
minent : a vitiated tafte feafting on 
garbage, and feeking, like the 
foul fiend, in bog, ditch, or ob- 
fccne rccefs, for convcrfe or con- 
templation, obje^s, which as I 
have before obferved, moft of us 
fly from, or reject : his drefs was 
negle£ied, and odioufly begrimed, 
like his face and hands, widi fnnl^ 
that fworn-enemy to cieanline& 
and comfort ; his deportment was 
unfeemly, and his language too of- 
ten difgufting. To the eftablifbed 
clergy, who were fond of infulting 
or calumniating the difinterefted 
motives of his friends, who feceded 
from the faith and creeds of the 
Church of England, his behavimir 
was rancorous, unforgiving, and 
illiberal ; but in general they were 
even with him, and neither cave 
or received quarter. Whilft be 
was ihaking off with violence^ the 
difgraceftil manacles of prieikraft 
and fuperftition, he did not fuffi- 
ciently guard himfelf againfl the 
comfortlefe bigotry of fcepticifm^ 
which, like religious bigotry, nar- 
rows the intellefts, and hardens 
the heart, to the foft calls of focial 
affeAion. Yet, after furveying the 
fituation, cotemporaries, and ufage 
which Monfey experienced, let not 
the Chriftian, the courtier, or the 
phiiofopher, be too fure, that he 
would have a6ted a different port, 
or have quitted the fcene with 
more approbation. 

MORE, HANNAH, a female 
inftni(Ftor, a drainatic wri- 
ter, a poctefs, and author of 
£inreral publications, whofe moral 
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and religious tendency, and the 
warm philanthropy, by which they 
are evidently infpired, have indif- 
putably cftablifhed her claim, to 
rank with, if not precede, the 
great benefaftors of mankind. 

In the courfe of a difpute with a 
certain luxuriant dramatift of her 
own fex, it was malignantly ob- 
ferved, that her intimacy with 
David Garrick, clearly accounted 
for the literary reputation (he had 
fo prematurely acquired. I confeis 
that the lady to whom I allude, 
liad abundant reafon to Complain, 
but the various and important 
produ^ions of the fubjedt of my 
prefent article, fince the death of 
her invaluable friend, have efta- 
bliflied beyond a doubt, the vigor 
and originality of her powers. 

How few in the paths of litera- 
ture, how very few can boaft, 
that the purity and utility of their 
writings, have kept pace, with 
' their intelle£tual endowments (too 
oftea alas in an oppofite ratio) but 
the rare praife, of not having fent 
a page to the prefs, without a ftrong, 
a palpable bias to mend the man- 
ners, or adorn the heart, is the 
envied praife of Hannah More. 
Of a writer who has thus pre-emi- 
nently attained, what ought to be 
the pride, and moft afluredly is the 
chief and only legitimate puipofe 
of literature, our happinefs here 
and hereafter, what more can be 
j&id? 

** Cedite Romani fcriptores, ce- 
dite Graii." 

If this ihort tribute of well- 
earned and fincere approbation, 
ihould catch the eye of the perfon 
who is the fubjeft of it, I wi(h her 
to confider it as a trifling memorial 
of gratitude, from one, who has 

Vol. II. 



perufed her work^ and Hftened to 
her converfatbn, with pleafure 
and inftru6tion. 

. Mr. Burke once obferved to Sii^ 
Jolhua Reynolds, " What a delight 
you muft have in your profeiDon ?" 
" No Sir," faid Dr. Johnfon, taking 
up the queflion, with his ufuai 
deep toned emphaiis of ilrong con- 
viction, " no Sir, Reynolds paints 
only to get money." A fpirited 
argument was the confequence of 
this unexpeded declaration, in 
which Mifs Moore, with a g^lan- 
try, infpired by a love of the arts, 
took a decided part againd the 
Do6lor, and was eloquent in de- 
fence of the difintereftednefs of 
Sir Jofliua ; infifting, with much 
of reafon, and truth on her fide, 
that the pleafure experienced by 
the artift, while working with his 
pencil, was derived from higher, 
and more luxurious f<||^rces, th^n 
guineas and bank notes. " Only 
anfwer me," faid the moralift, in 
a folemn and impreffive tone, *' did 
Leander fwim acrofs the Helefpont, 
merely becaufe he was fond of 
fwimming." 

MORRIS, VALENTINE, for 
^ fhort account of his zeal, 
his misfortunes, and the injurious, 
the cruel alienation of Piercefield, 
fee the latter part of Captain Bail- 
lie*s article, in the firft volume, 

MURRAY, WILUAM, Earl 
of Mansfield, an Englifk 
judge, celebrated by Pope, feverely 
cenfured by Junius, and pronoun- 
, cfed by the fchoolmafter of his 
early days, a lad of too much 
-genius to make a good lawyer. 
* This prophetic declaration, if we 
may believe a late writer, was lite 
rally accompli fhed, for he will not 
allow the Chief Juftice to have 
H been 
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been tnafttt* of Ae Eflglifti law, 
and in a regukir climax has follow- 
ed up this and other Angular opi- 
nions, by endeavouring to prove, 
that Lord Chatham was not an able 
ftatefman, nor the late King of 
Pruffia, a good general. 

It is not the bufineft of the 
prefent article to unravel the fub^ 
tieties of an author, who with 
all his fplendid acquirements, de- 
lights in riddle, paradox and pun. 
He has hit on a method, which 
\lrith a man, qualified to make the 
worfe appear the better caufe, may 
fometitties fucceed, that of doubt- 
ing himfelf into fame, though a 
(imiiar turn, in feveral inftances 
I could mention, has led authors 
of common and inferior abilities 
into ridiculous abfurdity. 

I Virould recommend to this gen- 
tleman's perufal, a book mentioned 
by Lord Q||efterfield, called ^/rf. 
UJkt ex auolihet. By a careful peru- 
&] of tnis elaborate performaftce, 
the author undertakes to qualify 
his reader to defend the moft un- 
{>ropitiousand contradictory opini- 
ons ; to prove that a highwayman 
is a very worthy charafter, a prof- 
titute commendable, and the oc- 
cupation of a pickpocket a juftif?- 
ablc means ot fupport ; but the 
fubjeft of our preleht article mud 
not be forgbt. To imagine that 
young Murray >vas deficient In 
jn-ecfedents> pl'cas) demurrers, and 
pleadings, which a parrot, phtced 
fa a folicitor's office, could not 
help acquiring, ^ould be like fiip-^ 
ipofing, ** that the Oxfird ^oaggwar 
ded not ininv bis iway to High Wy- 
xmh:' They arc an affair of eye* 
fight apd memory ; but it was the 
rare excellence of our barriftcr, 
to ijea6ra«le and cnfoi^e thefe of- 



ficial requifites, by an early periifal 
of books and of men, by talle, a 
minute knowledge of life, and a 
rapid intuitive perception of the 
TO Koxw and the to itpvxwm 

Dazzled by his brilliancy, and 
milled by the general rule, that 
judgment and imagination are fel* 
dom united in the Sime individual^ 
many cotemporaries refufed to ac- 
knowledge, or could not fee, his 
fubordinate qualities. To thefe 
circumflances it probably was ow- 
ing, that he was thought by fome 
an indifferent lawyer; but he 
was certainly an exception to the 
general rule, and very early ia 
life was confidered of fuch promife^ 
that Sarah, the firil Dutchefs of 
Marlborough, a woman of confix 
derable difcernment, fent him a 
univerfal retaining fee of five hun- 
dred pounds. 

With an efiablilhed reputation, 
a chief jufticefhip, and a marriage 
into the Winchelfea family; he 
laboured in the year, 1753, under 
the difgrace of being a Jacobite^ 
and of courfe a fooliih, as well as 
an ungrateful man to the Hanover 
family, to whofe efbbliihment he 
was tnclebted for every thing he 
hoped for or enjoyed. 

The calumny was ilrengthened 
by the notorioufnefs of national 
tendencies, at that time prevalent 
in Scotland, and the more intimate 
conne6tions of fome of Mr. Mur- 
ray's near relations, with tlie fugi- 
tive prince. 

" Your attachment," faid his 
keen and powerful affailant, re- 
folved not to let flip fuch a glorious 
<^>portunity for exaggeration and 
inveftive; " your attachment to 
the caufe of an unhappy prince, 
wasjexprefTcd with the Warmth of 

wine^ 
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wine, and Ibme of the ceremonies 
of religion.** 

The cabinet council gravely met 
on the bufineft, the charge was 
fupported by Lord Ravenfworth, 
a well meauingy but weak man, 
the alannift of^ his time, with 
more fmoke than fire. He ailerted 
that Murray, Stone, Bifhop John- 
fon, and a ^w others, had twenty 
jrears before, dined at a ^r. Ver- 
iM>n*8 in the city, that fiill of wine, 
and probi^ly with the remnants 
of early impreffion, not entirely 
efiaced, they, bad drank the health 
of the Pretender, on their knees* 
The matter was difmifled as frivo- 
lous, originating from honed, but 
officious zeal, and Murray retained 
his ufual influence and weight. 
- Awed by fuperior intellect, or 
rather as I am inclined to think, 
intimidated by the coarfe language 
of Mr. Pitt, who, in debate, was 
perfonally and indecoroufly abu- 
five; he fhnmk from parliamentaiy 
conteft with Lord Chatham, a man 
in intellect and acquirement, con- 
feffedly his infierior. Mr. Fox, the 
firft Lord Holland, called it a torpe- 
do benumbing a fbark. The late 
Lord Afhburton is faid to have 
found out this weaknefs in the cha- 
mber of tlie Earl, and fometimes 
to have taken an unfair advantage 
of It. 

The frame of Lord Mansfield 
was formed for long life, his foirits 
feldom failed him, in converfation 
his talents were, eminent, and he 
had the luck to live with thofe, 
who could give him as good as he 
brought. For convivial talents, 
Foote, with a few exceptions, the 
beA talker of his day, lived with 
him on terms of gay equality; 
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burton, Hurd, and Halifiuc, al- 
ternately graced his table ; he was 
remembered by Pope in. his verfes, 
and his will. With all his attaia- 
ments, fcholarihip and wit, his 
piety and religion were eminent 
and confpicuous. He was orderly, 
liberal, acceffible, and courteous. 

Early rifing, the cold bath, and 
if bufinefs permitted, a long walk 
every day, with a fcrupulmis in- 
dulgence in the pleafures of the 
table, prolonged his life to 89. 

At Caen Wood, where he fuc- 
ceeded, and improved ^pon Lord 
Bute, his woods, his pletfure 

f rounds, and walks ihewed the 
mplicity and correal tade of good 
fenfe ; nothing was gaudy, nothing 
trifling, nothing fuperfluous, yet 
nothing wanting. 

In the management of his for- 
tune, he had his peculiarities ; he 
would never fufFer a (hiiling to be 
laid out in the public funds; on 
the eflate of a certain Englifh Duke, 
he had a mortgage of one hundred 
thoufand pounds, the reil for the 
moil part on Iriih fecurities. 

The net produce of what he left 
behind at four per cent, Was twen- 
ty -fix thouiand pounds per annum. 

If any fublunary events were 
permitted to difhirb the adies of 
the dead, I am inclined to think, 
that the old peer, would hear with 
regret and indignation, that the 
heir to Jkeb a fortune, within a 
few months of his death, was en- 
gaged in a fcramble for a place or 
a penfion, at a moment when the 
country was unhappily engaged in 
a ruinous war, and finking under 
a (hgnation of manufadures and 
rade. 

The following fpeech of Lord 
Mansfield, on the reverfal of Mr. 
H % Wilkes's 
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Wilkes's outlawry, was the fubjeft 
of conftderable notice and difcuf- 
fion, at a period pregnant with 
political ftorms ; the mode of com- 
mencement was thought particular. 

** Thofe who recoUeft the temper 
and fpirit of thofe times, when 
every man feemed feized with a 
paroxyfm of political infanity, 
cannot deny the merit of firmnefs 
and magnanimity to the venerable 
Chief Jnftice. In his way to and 
from the hall, and when he took 
his feat on the tribunal, furround- 
ed by the daemons of party fury 
and cavilling malignity, it re« 
minded me of the truly poetic 
iimile of the mountain reanng its 
majelHc head aloft, and unmoved, 
while the forges and billows were 
daihing and roaming ineffectually 
at its b«fe. 

" I have now gone through the 
feveral errors affigned by the de- 
fendant, and which have been in- 
genioufly argued, and confidently 
relied on, by his counfel at the 
bar : I have given my fentiments 
upon them, and if upon the whole, 
aner the clofeft attention to what 
has been iaid, and with the 
ilrongeft inclination in favor of 
the defendant, no arguments which 
have been urged, no cafes which 
have been cited, no reafons that 
occur to me are fufficient to fatisfy 
me in my confcience and judge- 
ment, that this outlawry ihould be 
reveried; I am bound to affirm 
it—and here let me make a pauie. 

** Many arguments have been 
fuggefled, both in and out of 
court, upon the confequences of 
efiabliihmg this outlawry, either 
as they may affe£t the defendant 
as an individual, or the public in 
general : as to the 6i'R, w^iatever 



they may be, the defendant has 
brought them upon himfelf; they 
are inevitable confequences of law 
arifing from his own aft ; if the 
penalty, to which he is thereby 
fubjefted, is more than a punifh- 
ment adequate to the crime he has 
committed, he (hould not have 
brought himfelf into this unfor- 
tunate predicament, by flying from 
the juftice pf his coimtry; he 
thought proper to do fo^ anid he 
muft talte the fruits of his own 
conduft, however bitter and un- 
palatable they may be; and al- 
. though we may be heartily forrjr 
for any perfon who has brought 
himfelf into this iituation, it is 
not in our power, God forbid it 
ihould ever be in our power, to 
deliver him from it; we cannot 
prevent the judgment of the law, 
by creating irregularity in the pro- 
ceedings; we cannot prevent the 
confequences of that judgment by 
pardoning the crime. 

If the defendant has any pre« 
tenfions to mercy, thofe pretea- 
fions muft be urged, and that 
power exercifed in another place, 
where the conftitution has wifely 
and neceffarily vefted it. The 
crown will judge for itfelf; it does 
not belong to us to interfere with 
pu nidi ment, we have only to de- 
clare the law. None of us had any 
concern in the profccution of this 
bufinefs, nor any wifhes upon the 
event of it ; it was not our fault 
that the defendant was profecuted 
for the libels upon which he has 
been convicted ; I took no ihare 
in another place, in the mealiires 
which were taken to profecute 
him. It was not our feuft that he 
was convifted; it was not our 
&ult that he fled ; it was not our 

fault 
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fault that he was outlawed ; it was 
not our fault that he rendered htm- 
idf up tojuftice; none of us re- 
vived the profecution againfl him, 
nor could any one of us (lop that 
profecution when it was revived ; 
It is not our fault if there are not 
any errors upon the record, nor is it 
in our power to create any, if there 
are none; we are bound by our 
oath, and in our confcience«, to 
give fucb a judgment as the law 
will warrant, and as our reafon 
can approve, fuch a judgment as 
we muft Hand or fall by, in the 
opinion of the prefent times, and 
of pofierity. 

*♦ In doing it, therefore, we 
muil have r^ard to our reputa- 
tions as honeil men, and men of 
knowledge competent to the Na- 
tions we hold; no confiderations 
whatfoever fhould miflead us from 
A\8 great obje^, to which we ever 
ought, and, I truft, ever (hall di- 
rect our attentions. But confe* 
quences of a public nature, reafons 
of ilate, political ones, have been 
ftrongly urged, (private anony- 
mous letters fent to me I (hall pafi 
over) open avowed publications 
which have been judicially noticed, 
and may therefore be mentioned, 
have endeavored to influence or 
intimidate the court, and fo pre- 
vail on us to trifle and prevaricate 
MTith God, our confciences, and 
the public. 

^^ It has been intimated that 
confequences of -a frightful nature 
will flow from the edablifliment 
of this outlawry ; it is (aid the peo- 
ple expe£i the reverfal, that the 
temper of the times demands it, 
that the multitude will have it fo, 
that the continuation of the out- 
lawry in full force will not be en- 



dured, that the execution of die 
law upon the defendant will be 
reiifted ; thefe are arguments which 
will not weigh a feather with me. 
If infurre^ion and rebellion are to 
follow our determination, we 
have not to anfwer for the confe- 
quences, though we (hould be the 
innocent caufe, we can only iay, 
fiat juftitia mat coelum ; we ihail 
difcharge our duty without ex« 
pe^ations of approbation, or the 
apprehentions of cenfure; if we 
are fubje6led to the latter unjufllj, 
we mu(l fubmit to it ; we cannot 
.prevent it ; we will take care not to 
deferve it. He muft be a weak 
man indeed who can be fiagg^red 
by fuch a coniideration. 

** The. mi(apprehen(ion, or the 
mifreprefentation of the ignorant 
or the wicked, the metidax tnfamia^ 
which is the confequence of both, 
are equally iudiflerent to, un- 
worthy the attention of^ and inca- 
pable of making any impreffion 
.on men of flrmne(s and intrepidi- 
ty. Thofe who imagine judges 
are capable of being influenced 
by fuch unworthy indire^ means, 
moft grofsly deceive themfelvcs; 
and for my own part, I truft that 
my temper, and the colour and 
condu^ of my life, have cloathed 
me with a fuit of armour to (hield 
me from fuch arrows. 

" If I have ever fupported the 
king's meafures ; if I have ever af- 
forded any aflidance to govern- 
ment ; if I have difcharged my 
duty as a public or private charac- 
ter, by endeavouring to prefervc 
pure and perfed the principles of 
the conftitution, maintaining un- 
fullied the honor of the courts of 
juftice, and by an upright admi- 
aiftration of, to^ve a due effe^ 

to 
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to the laws, T hav« hitherto done 
it without tny other gift or reward 
than that moft pleafmg and moft 
honorable one, the confcientious 
conri^tion of doing what was 
right. I do not afFeft torfcorn the 
opinion of mankind ; I wiih ear- 
neftly for popularity; I will fcek 
and will have popularity; but I 
vill tell you how I will obtain it ; 
I will have that popularity which 
follows, and not that which is run 
after. 'Tis not the applaufe of a 
day, 'tis not the huzzas of thou- 
iands, that can give a moment's 
fatisfadion to a rational being; 
that nnan's mind muft indeed be a 
weak one, and his ambition of a 
moft depraved fort, who can be 
captiva^ b^ fuch wretched allure- 
ments, or (ativfied with fuch mo- 
mentary gratifications. I fay, 
with the Roman orator, and can 
&y it with as much truth as he did, 
** Ego hoc animo femper fui, ut 

INVIDIAM ViaTUTE PARTAM, 
6LORIAM KOM INFAMIAM PU- 
TAREM." 

** But the threats have been car- 
ried further, perfonal violence has 
been denounced, unlefs public 
humour be complied with. I do 
not fear fuch threats ; I don't be- 
lieve there is any reafon to fear 
them, 'tis not the genius of the 
worfl of men in the worft of times, 
to proceed to fuch fliocking ex- 
tremities. But if fuch an event 
ihould happen, let it be fo; it 
might be pro«ludive of wholfome 
eflTefts ; fuch a fh-oke might roufe 
the better part of the nation from 
their lethargic condition, to a flate 
of activity, to alfert and execute 
the law, and puni& the daring 
and impious hands which had 
violated it ; and tbofe wh^ fvpine- 



ly behold the danger which threat- 
ens all liberty, from the moft 
-abandoned licentioufnefs^ might, 
by fuch an event, be awakened to 
a fenfe oftheir iituation, as drunken 
men are often times (tunned into 
fobricty. If the fecurity of our 
perfons and our property, of ali 
we hold dear and valuable, are to 
depend upon the caprice of a gid- 
dy multitude, or to be at the dif- 
pofal of a riotous mob; if, in 
compliance with the hu^.^ours, 
and to appeafe the clamours of 
thofe, all civil and political infti« 
tutions are to be difregarded or 
overthrown, a life fomewhat more 
than ftxty, is not worth preferving 
at fuch a price ; and he can never 
die too foon, who lays down his 
life in fupport and vindication of 
the policy, the government, and 
the conftitiition of his country." 

NAPLES, KING OF, his in- 
terview with a French grena- 
dier, or rather vice ver/ay U>r hia 
majefiy on this occafion was clean- 
ly, in refped to dignified condud, 
and moral purity, very much in 
the back ground. 

The king, (and I fpeak from 
good information) the king, to 
ufe Gulliver's language, fpoke t&e 
ihing that is not. In defence of hk 
pliant behaviour, it has been afk- 
ed, what is there a man would 
not iky, with a fleet anchored be- 
fore his capital, and prepared to 
lay it in afhes ? 

** I went on (hore alone," faid 
the grenadier, ** and being con- 
du6ted into the royal prefence^ 
fpoke in the following manner; 
^* Kin^ of Naples, I come to de- 
mand juflice for the injuries done 
to the French Republic in the 
perioD of its AmbafladoTy Semoa- 
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ville, in a oote remitted to the 
Divan by your £nvoy. If you 
difavow that note, in which the 
AmbafTador is denounced as a bad 
citizen, you will immediately fend 
an Embaily to France, to make 
an apology, and recall your pre- 
fent £nvoy from Conftantinople« 
without delay. If you refufe, the 
Republic will be under the necef-* 
fity of coniidering it as a declara- 
tion of war* I can only give you 
an hour, to confider your an- 
fwer." 

The royal rhetorician attempt- 
ed to explain away his words, but 
the inflexible Republican, was like 
adamant, impenetrable and not 
to be moved, and foon after quit- 
ted the prefence, obferving, that 
he fhould hope to hear from his 
majefiy by the time appointed. 
So wonderful a quickner of nego- 
tiation is fear, that in lefs than a 
quarter of an hour, the prime 
iiiioider was difpatched with the 
following anfwer : 

** I am ordered by the king of 
die Two Sicilies to declare, that 
his majeily formally and openly 
diikvows every thing that may 
have been done in his name againit 
Che French nation, at ConAanti- 
nople, and elfewhere. His ma- 
jefly further declares, that he never 
took any ilep to prevent Ambaf- 
iador Semonville from being re- 
ceived at the Ottoman Porte ; as 
his majefty intends fending an am- 
liaflador to France, he has with 
pleafure given orders for his fet« 
ting out immediately." 

Though the French were re- 
peatedly invited to lapd, they de- 
clined the offer, and fet (ail, after 
being two days at anchor in the 



bayi without any of the crews (o* 
ingon fhore. 

To thofe, who ma^ cenfiire the 
indecorum of Captam ^Liatouch^ 
the commander of the french 
fquadron, fending a grenadier to 
negotiate, by word of mouth, 
with a crowned head, it may be 
anfwered, that from the fpirit and 
fenle with which the meflage was 
delivered, it appears he had chofen 
a man properly qualified, more eC> 
pecially, as according to the French 
fyflem, perfoiial worth is the only 
greatnefs. It may alfo be obferv* 
ed, that if indignity had been ac- 
tually intended, it was only re^ 
paying it ; for the Convention ha4 
been calumniated, infulted, and 
vilified, by unfledged envoys, and 
affected plenipos, from one end 
of Europe to the other, in langu- 
age, and by conduct, ais diflant 
from true policy, and cx)mmon 
fenfe, as it was from the efbblifh- 
ed intercourfe of nations, who 
prate fo much of being civilized. 

When thefe circumflances are 
confidered, and the common ef- 
fe^ of provocation on minds al- 
ready fore with irritation, their 
condu^, in the inflance before us, 
mufl be allowed to have been An- 
gularly cool and temperate. 

I only wonder at their* being 
fatisfied with the anfwer, which as 
far as it related to pafl condud, 
and future performance, was a 
tiffue of unfounded narration, and 
promife never performed. Had I 
been fecretary, or firfl lieutenant 
to La Touche, I would have re- 
commended the fame fort of fiif- 
picious doubt which Lord Corn- 
wallis wifely exhibited in his trea- 
ty with Tippoo, . the delivering 
hoftages 
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Koftages of rank and importance. 
As to the cjcafpcrated Republicans 
being fo moderate, I can only im- 
pute it to their fmelling the gun- 
powder of the Englifh fleet acrofs 
the Mediterranean, and fearing 
that it might be brought down 
upon them^ by the tremendous 
thunder of a bombardment. 

NEGOCIATION withFrance, 
the propriety ofy under the 
prefent circumftances, (1793) a 
fnbje^ which, for fome time, en- 
grcSfed a confiderable ihare of 
public difailfion, as well as pri- 
vate converfation. In the courie of 
the controveriy, thofe who were 
of opinion, that whatever the pro- 
vocations, or however alarming 
the conduft of France, negocia- 
tion ihould, at all events, have 
preceded hoftility, alluded occa-^ 
uonally to the conduct of Cardi- 
nal Mazarine, who fent an am- 
baflador to England, during the 
ufurpation of Cromwell. Certain 
courtiers doubted the propriety of 
fuch a Aep, an4 confidered it as 
derogatory to the honor of their 
fovereign. This great ftatefman, 
whofe abilities were never called 
in queftion, however odious his 
principles, reafoned in the follow- 
ing words. 

** We do not fend an ambafla- 
dor for Cromwell's intereft, but 
for our own. By being in Eng- 
land, he will have an opportunity 
of procuring intelligence, and put- 
ting us on our guard againft any 
deugns the EngliSi may be form- 
ing againft us. Suppoiing that 
their prefent executive government 
is compofed of villains, it becomes 
ftill more neceflary to watch their 
conduft ; and were it neceflary, 



for any political purpofe, to nego^ 
ciate with Pandaemonium ; if Lu- 
cifer, Moloch, and Belzebub, were 
hurled from their thrones, I would 
fend an envoy to thofe cunning 
fpirits who had fupplanted them, 
though they were the meanefl de- 
vils in the infernal dominions." 

It has been faid, in anfwer, that 
the power of Cromwell, however 
odioufly attained, and, in his eflbrts 
to fupport it, tyrannically exerted, 
was at the time, to all appearance, 
flrmly eflabliflied; that, notwtth- 
flandiiTg his policy in. taking part 
with France againil Spain, was 
injurioufly warped by his paflions, 
England, during his protectorate, 
enforced the refpe6t, and excited 
the fears of Europe ; that his au* 
thority, reared by a union of 
fanaticifm and military defpotifm, 
on the ruins of the monarchy, did 
not depend on revolutionaiy fluc- 
tuation, or the impra^icablc rcvc* 
ries of theorifls, who, in erecting 
their building, fpoiled their tool^ 
and threw away the neceflifty ce- 
ments of public opinion and ufe* 
ful prejudice. 

Yet, it may be afked, if leaders, 
capable of making a (land, in ma- 
ny inftances, fo vigorous and def- 
truftive, have not in themfelves 
fuflicient flamina to preferve their 
own eneigy of vegetation. The 
fame flaff with which I level ad 
allailant to the ground, will furely 
prove ftrong enough for me, occa* 
iionally to corre6l my fervants, and 
fometimes to bear my weight on it, 
as J travel the road. 

NEWSPAPERS, a powerful 
inftrument in the hands of 
genius and dexterity, for difitifing 
the opinions, and influencing the 
condud 
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conduct of mankind. To the ra- 
pid circulation of political know- 
ledge, by thefe means, America 
and Ireland ^rill be for ever highly 
indebted ; deriving as much power 
from the energy of the prcis, as 
from the braveiy of their voiun* 
tcers ; the one owes to it her inde- 
pendence, the other her deliverance 
n'om political thraldom ; vidory, 
in botk cafes, had been clearly 
preceded by the force of reafoning, 
and the ftrong c6nvi6tion of found 
argument, which, . in moft ftrug- 
glesy have proved fuperior to the 
** uktma ratio regum." England 
ii not without her obligations to 
thefe diurnal depoiits of the crude 
attempts of. literary tyros ; they 
exergued and perfofled the moral 
and critical acumen of Johnfon, 
the elegant inventive, and weighty 
ppiitical truths, of Junius. I fpeak 
not of the party writings ot the 
moralift, thofe effufions of pen- 
iioned toryifm were wholly un- 
worthy of his pen. 

** If it were portible for the li- 
berty of the prels to exifl in a def- 
potic government, without chang- 
ing the conflitution (a fuppofition, 
I confels, fomewhat difficult to 
conceive) that alone would form 
a coanterpoife to the power of the 
prince, and a degree of liberty 
would be immediately introduced.*' 
There is a regard to public opi- 
nion, and decency of character, 
which the fultan himfelf muft ob- 
i^e; and the deciiions of public 
difcuffion, may almoil Be called a 
lower houfe, a democratic check 
on the regal power. 

In the circulation of a nxjeU-cm* 
duiUd newfpaper, the public wel- 
fare is materially concerned ; in 
trying moments, they give the * 
Vol. II. 



alarm, they diminifh that danger 
which they cannot prevent, by 
preparing the public mind. If it 
were pomble for a publication of 
this kiiid to remain independent^ tbo 
crown could not (belter a bad mi* 
nifter, nor the mifguided multitude 
a mock patriot. But fuch is the 
magic omnipotence of corruption, 
that it pervades alike the (hidy of 
the literary man, and the. cabinet 
of the flatefinan ; it diffiifes a (ickly 
yellow hue of party jealoufy over 
the report of a public debate ; it 
cripples the arguments, it fhortens 
or obfcures the illuftrations, of an 
inimical minifter, but extends the 
flowery harangue of many a favo- 
rite fpeaker, through Jong, elabo- 
rate, and well-ftudied periods; 
while the bm^want and his cher 
amie, yawning over their fouchong, 
and ardent only for the poignant 
paragraph and the modern anec- 
dote, curie thofe tedious difcuffions, 
which they will not attempt to 
read. 

The fame evil hath alfo con- 
duied, in a confiderable degree, 
to fap the foundations of impartial 
dramatic criticifm. The paltry 
coniideration of ivory tickets and 
adver^fements of plays, with the 
finiles, thefuppers, and the well- 
timed douceurs of managers and 
ilage heroines, have long rendered 
our public prints the fufpicious 
vehicles of praife undeferved, and 
mifplaced panegyric. After retir- 
ing from the theatre, difgufted 
with a bad play and execrable a6t* 
ing, have we not repeatedly feen, 
in the modem companions of our 
break&il, the nonfenfe and rant of 
a preceding night, metamorphofed 
into dramatic excellence'and firft- 
rate performance. 
I We 
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We are lolbrmeid bj a writer, 
nrhofe vigor apfiears to increafe 
with the political aqd con^radifVory 
riddles he undertakes to fupport, 
but whofe digre&ons are. the moil 
iaterefting aiui entertaining part of 
hU works ; we ^e informed, that 
Ibe Hrfl publications of this fpecies, 
in fiagland, refisinbled anextraor- 
^ary gazette, that they were cal- 
led Eogliih Mercuries, and pub- 
Qihed during the reign of Eliza- 
beth, to rouze national refentment, 
^nd fupport public ipirit, ^ainfl 
the terror of the Spanifh amnada. 
But a regular daily paper was 
not printdi in this kingdom till 
the war between King Charles the 
Firft and the Parliament; and it 
I|a8 been remarked, that in thofe 
remote difcordant times, as in the 
Igte difh-a6ted ftate of our Gallic 
neighbours, a printing prefs was 
confidered as a neccfiary and im- 
portant part of the camp baggage, 
fiach party was defirous of vi&ory 
with the pen as well as the fword, 
befides the advantage of a rapid 
<Uffiifion of information. By 
Cuomwell it was carried to 8cot- 
]i|iid| and Higgins printed the firfl 
paper in that kingdom, in ^652, 
It was called a Diurnal of^fome 
Bafiages and Affairs, &c. 

The Romans had a publication 
which nearly approached to a mo- 
dern Qcwfpaper ; it was called Ada 
Diurna, or Daily Occurrences, re- 
fembling the prefent accounts of 
births, deaths, noarriages, &c. An 
extr^^ from one of thefe may be 
feen in Petronius, an author, ^s 
Angular for the indecorous fubje^ 
he handled, as the claiiic purity of 
bis language. The debates of the 
fenate were alfo publiflied at the 



(ame pertod, iindcr the title, Pub- 
ilea A6ia. 

The next paper of this kind ap- 
peared at Venice, apd was called 
Gazctta, from the name of the 
piece of money for which it was 
iokl ; and (as I underdand, from 
the fame refped^able authority to 
which I have juft referred) was 
diifaributed in manufcript^ long after 
the invention of printing. . Of 
thefe, thirty volumes were colleft- 
ed by that helluo librorum, Ma£- 
liabcchi, and are ftill preferved m 
the library he left. The Paris 
Gazette, under the management 
ef Monf. Renaudot, followed next. 
In London, the Daily Advertifer, 
of Jenour, led the way. The pro- 
digious profits of this gentleipan's 
paper tempted a croud of compe- 
titors, too long to enumerate in 
this place. In 17939 the newfpa- 
pers publiflied in England and 
Scotland, daily, alternate, and 
weekly, amounted to one hundred 
and fixteen. Their attempts were, 
for the mod part, fuccefsful, and 
induced government to claim a 
(hare in their profits, I believe, 
half a crown in every advertife- 
ment, which, with the flamps and 
duty on paper, I underfVand, adds 
to the public revenue more than 
two hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds a year, befides providing 
bread and employment for thou- 
fands. They are, notwithitanding, 
regarded with a timid, hoilile eye^ 
by mofl governments, and have, 
of late, been faddled with enor* 
mous loads, unreafonably, and, 
in the article of paper, widi aa 
injurious partiality, augmented. 

^^ I confefs, with concern," (aid 

a Caledonian barriifer, ** the 11- 

centiouiheia 
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c^ntloufiiefi of the preft ; but Itt iis 
remember, it is ^ pablic creditor 
to which religon, moralitv, genius; 
and fcience, arc indebted ; it pre- 
fcrved the cdnftitution of our uftcr 
kingdom, and reftored our own. 
If, HI afluming the office of a cen- 
for, it fometirries goes aftriy, let 
it be contronled with pslrental ten- 
dernefs, like a favorite child ; let 
us not^ by well-meant but injudi- 
cious feverity, injure its health, 
?ind break its fpirits." 

NICHOLAS, Sir AUSTIN, a 
Judge, under the i)h)te6korate 
of Cromwell, concerning whom 
the following cifcumftances are re- 
lated. Having, while a boj tt 
fchool, committed an offence, for 
which, as foon as it was known, 
flogging would be the inevitable 
punifhment, his agitation, from a 
Ilrong fenfe of fhame, or a pecu- 
liar delicacy of confiitution, was 
fo violent, thstt his fchool-fellow. 
Wake, ad intimate affociate, and 
father of the Archbilliop, rerhark- 
ed it with concern. Poffelfing 
ftronger nerves, and fertfibifity lets 
exquifite, he told him, that the 
difcipline of the rod was a mere 
trifle, and infifled on taking on 
hiinfelf the fault, fof which, after 
a nfnitual druggie of friendihip 
and generofity, he fuffered a fevere 
whipping. 

A fortuitous trjtin of events^ 
which offeh dffperfes fchivol inti- 
mates and coUeiye chums into op^ 
pofite quarters of the ^ohe, guided 
Nicholas through politics and law, 
lb a feat in the Court of Common 
Pleas, and confirmed him a friend 
to the powers that are. Wake, on 
ihi: contrafy, was a firm royalift 
and ca^'aticr, whoft zeal and acti- 
vity rendering bim Highly obuost- 



lOQs t6 fai^ opi^nents,^ ht v^ 
feized, tried fot hii life, and con- 
demtied at Sal i (bury, by hi& 6ld 
acmiaintahce, NtchdJas, who, after 
a reparatiori of fix and twenty 
years, did not recoiled Mr. Wikd, 
till he came to palfs the fatal fett- 
tehce ; when the fiartid eatching his 
eye, a fuddcn conviction, fh^tigth- 
crted by a feUr leading (Jueftions, 
flafhed on his mind, that the prl- 
foiter at the baf, whotn he had 
jufl fentenccd to an ignominious 
death, was no other than the fond 
friend of his juVe'nile hours ; thofc 
hours which, whatever be the co- 
lour of ottr fate, we all cbntent- 
plate with a ftcred, a fcrious, atld 
inteiiefting pleafure. 

I need not defcribe the ftatc (tf 
a mind, in which civil difcord hsld. 
ndt wholly obliter^ed gratitude 
and fytftpathy: lie beheld, witfe 
the moft poignant ettiotion, the 
forlorh fhuation of that faithful, 
firm alTociate of his youth, who 
had undergone for him difgrace 
and ftrip€rs; h«* faw, on evety fide, 
the helf-hounds of \frar, and the 
mafttffb of the law, waiting, witt 
eager impitience, to dfag the man 
he once loved fo ufttimely death • 
he hurried from the benth precl- 
pitately, to concesil his feelings^ 
and burfl into tears. 

Btit fHehdfhip, like other virtues, 
required the fpeedy arid efPeAual 
proof of exertion, or it T^odld 
have been couirteraCted 1 y the din 
of arms, or the malevolerfce of 
party fuiy. Af^er ihucfi oppofiti^/n 
from the round heads, vfrhom Mr. 
Wake's behaviour had ciafp^^rated, 
af refprre wrs granted, and Niclio- 
lafs, unwilrine to ri(k a life he 
highly valued to the uncertainty 
of ittters, ihid the dilatory tafdi- 
I a * nefs 
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ncfs of meflengers, hurried imme- 
diately to London. He ruflied 
to the Protcftor, and would^ 
not quit, him till, Ibrely againfl 
Oliver's" will, he had obtained ^ 
pardon for his friend, agaiuft 
whom, from perfonai enmit}' or 
mifreprefentation, Cromwell was 
pecuharly inveterate. 

The fortunate royalift, from in- 
attention, a magnanimous or an 
afFe6ted contempt of death, was a 
ftranger to the name and perfon of 
his judge, and knew not the pow- 
erful interpofition in his favour. 
Nicholas, alfo, had referved the 
precious, the important fecret, hi 
his own breaft, till certain of fuc- 
ccfs ; lead, by vainly exciting hope, 
he fliould only add new pains to 
misfortune. Returning without 
delay to Salifbury, he flew to the 
prifon, gradually difclofed his name 
and office to Wake, and producing 
a pardon, the friends funk into 
each others arms : Nicholas, over- 
powered by the blifs of conferring 
life and comfort on one, from 
whom he had early experienced 
the mofl difintereded fnendfliip; 
Wake, unexpectedly fnatched from 
death, by diicovering, perhaps, the 
firft friend he ever loved, in a 
party, whom he had always confi- 
dered as ufurpers of lawfril autho- 
rity, as the wolves and tygers of 
his country. 

NrORTON, Sir FLETCHER, 
I a Barnfter at Law, Speaker 
of the Hbufe of Commons, and, 
on the feceffion of Lord North's 
adminiflTation,created Lord Grant- 
ley ; a man of invincible counte- 
nance and vigorous intelledt, but 
in fome degree fpoiled, as is not 
unufual, by a law education. 
It cannot be mentioned but with 



regret, that fo many young men, 
who bring with them to town 
worth, modefly, learning, ingenu- 
ous and pleaiing manners, ihould, 
after a few years it commons, 
Weftminfter-hall, and the circuit, 
exchange tbofe delectable qualities 
for in^^lence, vanity, felf-impor- 
tance, and chicane. But Sir Fletcher 
is not mentioned for the purpofe 
of indifcriminately cenfuring a nu- 
merous, and in fome inftances, a 
ufeful fociety of men ; he is intro- 
duced for having, on a certain im- 
portant occafion, iboken the lan- 
guage of truth with energy, bold- 
nefs, and, I dncerely hope, not 
without effed. 

The time to which I allude was 
when he addrelTed the King, on 
prefenting the civil lift bill, in thc^ 
year 1777 ; and the Speaker's con- 
duit furely deferves more than 
common praife, when we confider 
the trying circumftances and.iitua- 
tion in which he was placed ; look- 
ing forward to a peerage, and poi^ 
femng, at that moment, two con- 
fiderable pofts, which in effect, 
though not in form, he received 
and held at the pleafure of the 
crown. I hope no one who reads 
this book wjll think any apology 
neeeffkry for reciting this ipirited 
addrefs, which departs fo efTentially 
and fo properly from the dull re- 
petitions, and verbofe, unmeaning 
compliments, generally hafhed up 
in fuch compotitions. 

" Your Majefty's faithful com- 
mons,'* (faid Sir Fletcher, erc6t 
with honeft pride) " your Majefty's 
faithful commons have granted a 
great fum to difcharge the debt of 
the civil lift ; iind confidering that 
whatever enables your Majefty to 
fupport with grandeur, honour, 

and 
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tnd dignity, the crown of Great 
Britain, in its true lufire, will 
refled honour on the nation, they 
have given moftliberally, even in 
thefe times of great danger and 
^ ili£kulty, taxed aJmoil beyond our 
ability to bear ; and they have 
now granted to your Majefly an 

^V^h^heft-v^ftftts, HOPING, 
THAT WHAT THEY HAVe 
GIVEN CHEERFULLY, YOUR 
MAJESTY WILL SPEND 
WISELY." 

Such were the bold fentiments 
forced on Sir Fletcher's mind, by 
fiubborn and alarming circum- 
fiances, and prefented at an awful 
>crifis to the royal ear, which fo 
ftldom receives plain matter of fa6t 
or important truth, untainted by 
flatteiy or mifreprefentation. Such 
language, which fovereigns ought 
to hear with reverence, cannot be 
too ftrongly inculcated, or repeated 
too often, by the reprefentatives of 
a free people. 

I watched, I narrowly watched, 
^ the royal eye, when this fpeech 
was delivered, and declare, with 
pleafure, I did not perceive one 
irmptom of difpleafure deranging 
the mild ferenity and dignified foft- 
neisof the Brunfwick countenance. 
'. A lawyer, a political .lawyer, 
&e creed of whofe profedion is, 
that God and man mud be given 
up, if they Hand in competition 
with profit or preferment; a law- 

Ewho, like Mr. Erfkine in a 
trania^lion, could for a mo- 
ment lofe fight of fuch darling ob- 
jedi, deferves much credit ; and, 
confidering the general habits and 
-education of princes, who are 
taught to look on their fubje^ts as 
l»om for and dffigned only as 



Iburces of fupport or aRiufiaoenti 
and to regard advice as infolence^ 
and reproof as treafon, the King 
has an undoubted claim to his ihare 
of praife, for liftening without re* 
fentment, and afterwards elevating 
tfie author of this harangue to the 
peerage. 

Were I to have my choice of 
chufing, or rather of creating, aty 
lUtk comfortable pique at St. James's^ 
I would be appointed (itart not 
my good bed-chamber lords) Z 
would be appointed, notwithfbind- 
ing the novelty of the pofl, ^aker 
of truth at court, with the x>rivi« 
lege of repeating, at proper mter- 
vals, the fentiments contained in 
this fpeech to his Majefty , and I 
perfuade myfelf, firom the active 
benevolence of his charafker, and 
his attention to the increaiing bur- 
thens of his heavily taxed fubje^ls^ 
that it would not be repeated in 
vain. A great falary would not 
be my objed ; I fliould be content 
with what, is given to the laureat, 
for ferving up bis annual fugared 
treat of palatable panegyric, an of- 
fice, the abolition of which would 
prevent the puzzling perplexities 
of Mr. Pye, and many future poets ; 
reflect credit on the Englifh court, 
and indeed is become highly ne- 
ceflaiy, in the prefent aera of pro- 
priety and juft difcernraent 

I cannot diimifs the flern virtues 
of Sir Fletcher, without repeating 
Mr. Burke's compliment to him, 
when fpeaking of his appointment 
as chief juftice in eyre. ** Your 
dignity. Sir, is too high for a ju- 
rilcii^ion over wild beafls; your 
learning and talents are too vaUia- 
ble to ht waded in gloomy pomp, 
as chief juflice of a defart. I can- 
not reconcile it to myfelf, that you 

flumU 
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fhoold be ftack up as a ufelefs piece 
of antiquity." 

• It was remarked at thtf time, 
that the old lawyer did not cordially 
relifli, what the orator meant for 
an attic ciompiimettt, th^tjticiing 
itp a man as a ufdefs piece ^anfimaty^ 
who had, for fome ixvae^ beert 
growling over -his difcontenti; and 
tnc words, juri/diSiion aver, ivrU 
beajisy produced that kind of fup- 
prdTed laughter, which is, of all 
Others, the moil difficult to conceal, 
and the moft provoking to the 
perfon who cantes it. 

I mitft not omit mentioning m 
fhis article, an imerefting debate, 
m which the privileges of the 
Houfe of Commons were difcuifed, 
privileges which, in many inftan- 
ees, are thought to bear hard on 
the liberty of the fubje(^. With- 
out pretending to decermine what 
proportion of i-efpe<El, honour, and 
exemption, from the burthens of 
their fellow fubjefts, (hould be 
allowed to the reprefehtatives of a 
free people, or whether thefe effects 
;are not beft produced by the fplen- 
dour of perfonal worth, I fliall 
only recite the words of Sir Fletcher, 
which were remarkably coarfe and 
ievere. 

♦' The Refolmions of thfi^ 
Houfe," faid a Gentleman whofe 
zeal fometimes warps his judgmenf, 
♦* The Refolutions of this Houfe, 
are paramount and univerfally 
binding. The judge on the bench, 
?ind even the laws themfelves are 
filem, when we fpeak." «* The 
Honoirrable Member," replied Sir 
Fletcher, hi a tone not very harmo^ 
ntousy feems to forget there are two 
other branches of the Legiflature, 
whofe aflent is necellary to give 
efficacy td our decifrons; and as to 



the Refolutions of the Houfe o( 
Commons,' of whofe power he 
boaftsfo much, I fliould regardf 
them no more, tlian the determi- 
nations of fo many coal porters '* 
It has been obferved, with pom- 

Eous aftonifhmerrt, by a floric^ 
iftorical pancgyrift of the prefenft 
reign, whofe cloying^ fweetmeats, 
I undefftand, have not been fd 
cordially received in Downing- 
ftreet, as the Honourable Writer 
expected ; it has been ohferverf, 
that Lord Grantley was the onljr 
inflance of a new made Peer, 
kiffing the king's hand in the 
Queen's Drawing Room. Thi4 
deep obfefvatfon, worthier a page 
of the back ftairs, than a literaiy 
man, and irt one inftance, sTn abfe 
political writer, moft refer to fom^ 
minute infra^Hon of Court eti- 
quctte, of which I muft lament, 
or glory in mv ignorance. 

NOVERRE, a fenfibfe Artfttit 
of ballets, and a clafficat 
dancing matter, who has treated 
with confiderable leafrning and taftcj 
a fubje<a and a fcierice, which 'till 
refcued by hrs dexterity, h^ad lofig 
been abandoned to triflers, aha 
often been rendered ridicuh>ns irt 
the hands of dull pedants, or fti- 
perficial coxcombs. 

It has been the good fortune of 
Mr. Noverre, and his book, to bl* 
graced with an excellent engraving 
of his head, iri Shefwin's, HHt 
lamented Sherwin's beft mapnef. 
Had his pages been lefs animatedi 
affrf lefs fcient?c, fhafi they reaffj^ 
are, the highly finiihed perfor- 
mailce of that eminent art^fl, wotM 
have given them current valuer 
with connoiifeurs and collectors. 

" What a- magnifitent gfofy ha* 
• Mr. SherWiiif- dverf to NOverre'l 

•head." 
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head/' iaid an Oxonian to 'Torn 
Warton ; ^* it is no glory, but a 
powder puff," replied the laureat. 
** And what but puff and powder, 
ere half the glories of your calen- 
dar," faid the Magdalen (query 
Maudlin) grand compounder. 

I have feen lines applied to No* 
verre, but know not, though I 
Wittk much to know, from whence 
taken, or by whom written ; they 
began, 

^ Da feu de fon genie il anima 
" la dance." 

NUPTIAL INFIDELITY. 
The fafliionable crime of the 
day, a natural effect of profligacy 
and extravagance united, which 
di&bling its miferable vi^lims from 
moving; in their own fphere, and 
in their own way, render them 
defperate, ihamelefs, and undaunt- 
ed, ID feeking for, and feizing 
every opportunity of indulging 
whim, and diffipation, to the ut- 
moft pitch of their bent ; for I am 
clearly of opinion that this grofs 
deviation from re^itude, is oftner 
the offspring of a fordid avaricious 
fpirit, or the refentment of beauty 
once idolized, but now neglected, 
than the impulfe of genuine at- 
tachment. 

My reafon for giving an article 
to the vice of adultery, which from 
iti frequency and its being varoiilied 
with a fb/ter name, has almofl 
ccaftd to wound the ear of the vir- 
gin, or the matron ; my reafoa 
W48, to fu^efl a hint to certain 
^ir apolojpns for conjugal frailty, 
.^ho not uitisfied with having in- 
J^rtd the world by their example, 
*^d not content with remaining in 
^kait dark, murky back ground, 
Z^ fmftrly affigned td infamy, have 
^'^^tiently niflifid forward 'on the 



fcene, and polluted the prefs, by 
elaborate apologies for unhaiiowed 
indulgence. 
Tliefe miilaken cafuifts forget, 

that NOTHING CAN BXCUSB THBIA 
CONDUCT, N£1TH«R FOLLY, IY»- 
HUMANITT, OR THE MOST ODIOUS 
OF CRIMES IN A HUSBAND. The 

law in mod indanoes, if they re* 
main innocent, will protect them 
from injury and outrage, but his 
being brutal, will not in the moft 
minute degree juftify their being 
criminal. Hateful forced marriage 
have alfo generally been produced 
as an exculpatory argument, but 
this will not bear the touchflone 
of examination. For what parent, 
what guardian, what friend, would 
i^are to perfevere in preffing wed- 
lock on a wom^n, who, in a firm 
tone of voice, afTcrted the privi- 
lege of her fex, and, indeed, of 
human nature, in the following 
words : 

" Sir, I feel not at prefent any 
inclination to many, but if that 
really were the cafe, the perfon 
you recommend, is a man of all 
others I abominate and abhor. 
Whenever I take fo momentous 
a ftep as chuiing a hufband, I ihali 
confider it my duty to c^JfuJt you 
as my natural guardian and coun- 
fellor, and 1 will freely allow you 
a deliberative, interdidtory prero- 
gative, rationally and moderately 
exercifed. But as / am the perfon 
chiefly intereded in the event, I 
aifert the facred rights of private 
judgement, and nothing (hall ever 
induce me to facrifice myfelf and 
my peace o( mind to the midaken 
fuggedions of fordid intered, or 
the deluiions of unfatisla£tory fplen- ' 
4our." ' 

After fuch an addrefs, abedied 
tyranny 
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rimy would hide its head, and 
tigers of compuKion ihrink to 
iUence and infigniBcance. 

The wooian who is deficient in 
b important a branch of her duty, 
who negleds^ who criminally ne« 
gie£b to exert a (Irength of mind, 
in which on ether occafions the fex 
are feldom found deficient, fuch a 
woman becomes a party in rearing 
the edifice of her own mifery, and 
by a icandalous acquiefcence (tor 
the age of chivalry, in which dam- 
ibis were draggied to the altar, is 
pafled away,) by a fcandalous ac- 
quiefcence, lays a foundation for 
the crimes and misfortunes of her 
fiiture life. She will be accufed, 
as wa» evidently the cafe in a late 
iniiance, of having formed a iliame- 
ful referve„ of feleding a golden 
calf ihe hates, for the fhamefui 
purpofe of procuring and indulging 
lecret interviews with the real, but 
leis wealthy objeft of her fondeft 
afife^Hons. 

I record, with regret and indig« 
nation, that in the latter part of 
the eighteenth century, an indi- 
vidual ihouid exift, born of a wor- 
thy and highly refpe6table father, 
from whom he received the im- 
preflions and education of a Chrif- 
tian, as well as a gentleman ; that 
fuch a man fhouM be profligate 
enough to come forward in a 
court of juiiice, and declare, with* 
€iut hefitation, that he introduced 
an intriguing and debauched young ^ 
IDan, to the acquaintance and the 
houfe of a man he called his friend, 
for the avowed purpofe of feduc* 
ing the affe^ions, and corrupting 
the fidelity of his wife. In this 
dark and infiimous bufinefs, by 
means of laudanum and other arts, 
without which the ifaiigglesof ma- 



ternal afFe^ion for an only a deferr- 
ed daughter, could not have been 
fuppreued, the minion of loofc 
defire was too fuccefsful ; it is how- 
ever creditable to the feelings and 
jiiflice of the age* and confolatory 
to the man who relates it, that the 
eyes of the whole court were fixed 
on this u/efttl friend^ that he wat 
feverely reprimanded by a noble 
judge ; and that his fociety, fince 
this indecorous and bafe tranfac« 
tion, has been gradually declined, 

OHIO, a river in America, 
near the banks of which, 
ancient buildings, forts, brick 
work, mafonry, and aquedu£tft 
have beendifcovered ; circumflances 
which have puzzled or defied 
modern reafoners, at what period 
to fix the aera of the people who 
raifed them — a people who muft 
previoufly have arrived at a confi- 
derable degree of perfedion in art 
and fcience. 

Unaflifled by tradition or lite- 
rary evidence, reafon and reflec- 
tion faulter and paufe at the rela- 
tion. It may however teach us a 
needful and falutary lefTon, not to 
be fo ready, as in Europe, we too 
often are, to treat with ridicule 
and contem(>t, bif^orical details of 
asras, dynaflies, and fyflems, in- 
compatible with European chrono- 
logy, becaufe they are afferted and 
believed by perfons who happen 
to have been born at Delhi, China^ 
or Japan. 

After all our^oafled fuperiority^ 
I am told, that in political nego- 
ciation, the Court of Pekin is pre* 
pared to fight every inch of ground, 
and to foil us at our own weapons; ' 
that in a late expenfiye embafly, 
the laugh was clearly againfi us, 
and that the royal rhymer of Pekin, 
• actually 



anally outwitted the Caledonian 
Peer. 

0«EEFE, JOHN, an Irifh- 
man, a dramatic caricaturift, 
and a fuccefsfiil comic writer, who 
has long enjoyed a (hare of pub- 
lic a[^obation to which, in the 
opinion of many, his pieces are by 
no means entitled. 

I have before obferved, that the 
treafurer's book is generally con< 
fidered by managers, as the moil 
decifive proof of dramatic merit ; 
and it may afford amufement, as 
well as in(hi]6tion, to inveftigate 
the claims of a man, who, by his own 
^ confieffion moderately gifted, has at- 
tained praife as well as profit, in 
parfuits, which have fo often con- 
ducted men of genius and high at- 
tainment, to mortification and de« 
feat. It may help to alleviate the 
chagrin of future rejected plav- 
writers, when they reiit&y that the 
fuperior talents of Dryden, Pope, 
Fielding, and Hayle^,' were not 
able to enfure fucom. in paths, 
where candidates of or$ii«ry abi- 
lities, have ibmetimes eminently 
fucceeded. 

From the duft and din of irre- 
fiftible London, with all its fafci- 
nating abominations, from bad 
wine and worfe company, from 
|}ro(efiion without principle, noife 
without mirth, and fociety without 
attachment, or fincerity,' I have 
frequently ruihed to the theatre, 
and previoufly unacquainted with 
the entertainment of the evening, 
have almoft involuntarily felt dn- 
pleafed, on1)eing told it was a fa- 
vorite piece of O'Keefe's. With 
ilrong pr^udices echoed by thole 
Ground me, againfi: low humour, 
broad farce, and fhige trick, I have 
Ui down nhnoQ dctenaiiied not to 
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be pleafed. But the hard froft of 
anticipating feverity, was by de- 
grees diflblved, my auftere brow 
gradually relaxed, and at lalt yield- 
ing, in fpite of myfclf, to the im- 
pulie of humour, Edwin, or O'- 
Klbefe, I joined in the univerfal tu- 
mult of laughter and approbation. 

I. will not pretend to lay that on 
cverjr occafion, thefe burils of 
merriment were the ofiPspring of 
attic wit, or any ftriking novelty 
of chara^er or fentiment; they 
frequently were fuch, as a rigid 
obferver of the unities, an admirer 
of the feafl of reafon and the flow 
of foul, would turn from with 
difdain; but they powerfully and 
effedually anfwdred the purpo&« 
for which, with a few exceptioni^ 
mofk of us vifit the theatre; to 
unbend the brow of care, and for- 
get for a few moments, the per- 
plexities which hunt us throu|h 
life. Liet us not be too hafly m 
difparaging the writer, who, how- 
ever humble his means, effeds 
theie ufefiil purpofes. 

Many dramatic writers, high in 
fame, are apt to lofe fight of, or 
ddpife that foundation of theatric 
fgccefs, the art of making us laugh; 
while O'Keefe, with a thoufand 
faults in language, grammar, and 
common fenfe, fliakes the theatre 
with vociferous applaule. His 
competitors unfortunately forget^ 
that in well-timed incident and 
buftle confifb the fecret of keeping 
up the attention of an audience, 
and wander 'dll thy are loft, and 
the audience fleeping over the 
fiudied elegance of well-drawn 
dialogue, fentimental axiom, and 
loi^ converfations. In thefe re- 
fpeSs, even the School for Scandal, 
and the Critic, with all their ex- 

K ~ cellencies, 
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ccllencicf, occafionally err; but 
more particularly, General Bur- 
goyne's Heircfs, which lad I read 
with pleafurc, but viewed its*pcr- 
formance not without laflitudc. 

In the opinion of modern fre- 
quenters of a theatre, the pulpit 
and prefs afford ample fupplies of 
moral effufion, mental improve- 
ment, and intere/ling narrative; 
and the only bufinefs of the flage, 
is either to enchant, by elaborate 
melody, executed with almoft pain- 
ful difficulty, and high-wrought 
*" . drains of rapture, or to furprize 
by brilliant decoration, and dexte- 
roufly managed machinery; or, 
laftly and principally, to make us 
laugh. In the fenfelefs tralh of 
OTCeefc's Peeping Tom, which I 
had much rather eat a copy of 
than read, the irrefiftible curiofity 
of Tom impells him, in fpite of 
all injundions, to view ^om a 
window Godina, who is fuppofed 
to be riding by in her undrefs; 
when, in order to procure an un- 
interrupted fight, he raifes himfelf 
on a Aool, and leaving defcription 
to the imagination of his hearers, 
fuddenly turns round, iand exclaims, 
with up-lifted hands — ^Talk of a 
coronation ! and is interrupted id 
his ecflacies by the amorous old 
mayor, who reproaches him for 
viewing what he longs to fee him- 
felf : I have witnefled thunders of 
applaufe, which fliook the houfe 
to its foundation, far beyond all 
that Shakefpeare or Sheridan have 
erer been able to produce. 

This article might^be confidera- 

biy prolonged, by an enumeration 

i^ of the deficiencies of this writer, 

'•^yet, witfiall his errors, I cannot 

but confider him, at an humble 

> diflaoce, as the dramatic Hogarth 



of his day ; as one who, enabled 
by fcenic habits, a fuperior know- 
ledge of (lage effe6t, and a minute 
intimacy with the bye-roads to ri- 
diculous abfurdity, which he mud 
have watched for, and copied with 
no fmall accuracy and diligence ; I 
cannot but confider him as one 
who has contributed largely to the 
public ftock of innocent pleafure 
and harmlels amufement. 

He has felt, he has fuccefsfully 
felt, the general pulfe, and has 
applied lenients to the public mind, 
which effectually anfwer that pur- 
pofc, for which (ages have trimmed 
their midnight lamps, and artifb 
have perplexed themfelves in vain. 
Though feparated, by a long in* 
terval, from Shakefpeare, Con- 
grevc, Vanburgh, Hoadley, Wych- 
erly, and Steele, I may place him, 
without fear, on a fecure equality, 
with Garrick, Colman, and Foote, 
•who were as powerfully affifted in 
the walks ofJow comedy by Wef- 
ton, as OlUBe has been fupported 
by the griiflAce and gefiure of poor 
Edwin, wno, in many pieces on 
the ilage, was himfelf the joke. 

I cannot mention the name of 
Edwin, who, in walks of low co- 
medy, foppifh affedation, and 
broad caricature, was inimitablei 
without regretting, that a man, 
who had fo univerfally pleafed the 
public, was hunted down by the 
malevolence of a diurnal fcribbler, 
and the noify violence of a viru- 
lent virago, to almod conflant in* 
toxication, and eventually to cer* 
tain death. 

Her legal claims to matrimonial 
rq;hts I will not difpute, though 
Jemmy Jumps repeatedly denied 
them: his errors, as a domeftic 
charaderi I wifli not to palliate or 
defend^ 
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defend, but as mutual happinefs is 
the great, indeed the on]v motiirey 
which ought to bring and keep the 
iexes together, I cannot but (mile 
at the ridiculous abfurdity of en- 
deavouring to force a man, in fpite 
of himfelf, to nuptial endearments. 
He repeatedly offered a fufhcient 
pecuniary allowance, declared he 
preferred a prifon, or even hell, 
to aifociating with the lady, and 
clearly fell a facrifice to chagrin, 
and his ineffectual efforts to banifh 
it by drinking ; while the frequent- 
ers of the theatre, and particularly 
O'Keefe, have feverely fuffered by 
his death. 

To conclude ; the prefent uni- 
▼erfal tendency^ in all ranks, and 
in all fituations of mankind, to 
ape the vices, and exceed the ex- 
pences of their fuperiors, had ar- 
rived at an injurious, an alarming 
pitch, and the interefts of fociety 
demanded, that the pretended gen- 
tleman, the upftait mechanic, and 
the little tradefman, bolftered up 
by long credit, and the vanity of 
running into excefs, and their coun- 
try boxes, in a chaife and one, cal- 
led by a late judge, bankrupt carts, 
ihould t>e expofed to public notice 
and contempt ; a ta(k, which fid- 
win and O'Keefe effectually per- 
formed, by the (kilfiil exertion of 
their dramatic weapons, while the 
tomahawk and fcalping knife of 
the fatirifl and divine too often 
failed of fuccefs. By the profufe 
and unceafing produdions of his 
pen, our author has diffufed a 
general knowledge and diilike of 
contemptible fops and petit-maitres, 
who, without any grace of mind 
or body, but fuch as gameflers, 
proftitutes, tavlors, and barbers, 
(»eitow, too o^en tempted the un- 



'wary tradefman into ruinous con- 
fidence, and the infatuated female, 
captivated by fmall talk and fafhion- 
able fplendor, into irretrievable 
ruin.' 

PARISH BUSINESS, a terra 
given to collecting the rate, 
providing for the fupport and em- 
ployment of the poor, and keepii^ 
the church in repair. -The pecu- 
lations of church-wardens, over- 
feers, and fecret committees, have 
been remarked and cenfured in 
various articles of this colledion, 
without the moft diitant view of 
refle^ing on the Richmond paro* 
chial management, which, without 
imputing, or even fuppc^ng it to 
be founded on felfifhnefs or ill-de- 
fign, is, in a culpable degree, arif- 
tocratic and oppreifive. 

Since the publication of my for* 
mer volume, a quondam officer of 
a parifh in London, which fhall 
be namelefs, was evidently ap- 
proaching his laft moments, when 
m addition to thofe doubts which 
bold bad men defpife, his mind 
was obferved to be opprefled with 
fome grievous burthen, and l)e de- 
clared, he could not die in peace, 
till he had eafed his confcience of 
it. His friends drew near the bed, 
when he made the following con-r 
fefiion, and inftantly expired. 

** It has been, as it now proves, 
my misfdrtune to ferve feveral of^ 
fices of this pariih, and, as the 
world imagines, with credit to 
myfelf, and juftice to others ; but 
I confefs, with fbame and contrir 
tion, that it ^o^as my conftant rule, 
with the confent of my brothe^» 
officers, to add two-pence in the 
pound to each rate, for our 0iwn 
perfonal expenccs, finding, and 
caroufals. On two Qccs^ns, ^ 

K a bin 
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bill was incurred at the London 
Tavern, where, in the madnefs of 
intoxication, we were guilty of the 
mod extravagant abfurdities, and 
burnt our clothes, which were rew 
placed at the expence of our neigh- 
bours. I confels, with forrow and 
penitence, my difhonourable con- 
du6l, and make it my Jaft, my 
dying requeft, that, as foon as may 
be after my deceafe, one hundred 
pounds be paid by my executors, 
for the ufe of the parifti." 

PELEW, Iflands fo called, fitu- 
ated in the weftern part of 
the Pacific Ocean, to which public 
attention was for fome time di- 
refted, by the fhipwreck of an 
Eaft India packet, in the year 
1783, when Captain Wilfon and 
his aflbciates, inftead of the treat- 
ment they expefted from favage 
ci-ueity, and uncivilifed barbarifm, 
experienced ready aid and efiefhial 
relief; fuch as, I fear, in many 
inftances, would not have been 
aflForded them (and I blufli for my 
own country-, whilft I make the 
confelTion) in latitudes which have 
been, for ages, the feat of Chrifti- 
anity, frewom, laws, and arts ; 
where the wretched feaman is too 
often plundered of the miferable 
remnant, misfortune and the tem- 
peft have left him. 

Of thefe Iflands, and the fate of 
the fhip*s company, a pleafing and 
interefting narrative has been pub- 
iiihed and adorned, by the luxu- 
riant fancy of Mr. Keate, who, in 
addition to the /er(/&/»^ perplexities 
of brick and mortar, and the ex- 
haufting fubtlcties of a tedious law 
fuit,..ha» been accufed by the cri- 
tics, ^6f decorating the journal of 
a fea voyage, and its difafters, 
with the poecic licence of Fene* 



Ion's Telemachus, and the foman* 
tic fpirit of Marmontel's Belifarius. 
A doubtful mifi:, it muft be con- 
feifed, dill hangs over the account, 
a mift which has been confiderably 
it)creafed by intelligence lately re- 
ceived, which defcribes the recep- 
tion and treatment of a ihip's com- 
pany, who failed near the ifland, 
as threatening and hoftile in the 
extreme. 

This alteration of deportnsent 
may, however, be eafily accounted 
ibr, and was probably occafioned 
by the hopes of the i{lan<lers being 
difappointed, in not feeing Le Boo, 
a beloved fon of Abba ThuJle, 
King of the Iflands, who, by hb 
father's permiffion, and his own 
requeft, accompanied Captain Wil. 
fon to Europe ; but, after charm- 
ing and furprizing ail who knew 
him, by his rapid conception, £ak 
fimplicity, and amiable fcniibility, 
unfortunately died of the fmall-pox; 
?i very probable evil, a calamity to 
be expe^ed, and eafily to have 
been prevented, had the young 
man been inoculated the moment 
he landed in England. That the 
honeft, unfufpeding natives, fhould 
receive thofe, whom they confi- 
dered as ruffians, and the murder* 
ers of their prince, an amiable 
young man, is no very incredible 
circumftance. 

If, however, we could indulge 
the pleafing fuppofition, that Iflands 
{o renrK)te from, and unknown to^ 
European arts and policy, exhibit- 
ed the mild manners, without the 
vices of poliflied life, the ftriking 
icontraft might amufe a philofopfatc 
tnind. While we contemplate the 
generous clemency, and prompt '^ 
hofpitality of Abba Thulle, or the 
warm virtues and tender f^ilan- 
thropy 
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thropy of Le Boo, his defcendant, 
the pualiel will be little to the ad- 
vantage of Europe. Perhaps we 
ihoiild rather dread, than wifh for 
their making further advances in 
the contaminating intercourfe of 
nations. After all the boafled and 
exaggerated advantages of learningt 
religion, arts, laws, and commerce, 
can they, in every Inihmce, com- 
penfate to the inhabitants of a 
CQiikitry, fuch as Mr. Keate def- 
cribes our Pacific Ifland, for ba- 
niflied fimplicity and didorted na- 
ture, eternal wars, corrupted mo- 
rals, bloody zeal, endleis taxation, 
and complicated codes. 

PARACELSUS, a Phyfician, 
of Zurich, in Switzerland, 
whofe eccentric conduct, enthufi- 
ulau boldneis, and boaiting, rouzed 
at the latter pait of the fifteenth 
century, the envy or the indigna- 
tion of his cotemporaries. He has 
been abuied as a quacK, and a 
vain-glorious impofior ; yet a man 
who enjoyed the confidence of 
£rad[mus, in whofe writings iatiri- 
cal remarks on the 'medical pro- 
feffion abound; he who was com-' 
mended by Van HeUnont, and an 
ofajed of panegyric to Gerard 
Voffius, is not to be configned to 
ignominy and fiiame without exa- 
mination. 

This taflc, indeed, hath been 
ttfidertaken and executed, with no 
fmall ihare of ingenuity, by an 
agreeable writer, and a learned 
man, who, in the fame work, hath 
tsideavoured to do juflice to the 
powers of impudence, and to prove 
that fimple, uncompounded, naked 
effrontery, without birth, addrefs, 
or application, mxA and will ge- 
nerally fucceed in the world ; that 
the j£s fiiontis triplex, in plain Enr 



glifh, a brazen face, with a confi. 
dent look and folenm manner, that 
fears and doubts nothing, but pro- 
mifcs every thhig, will certainly 
conduct its undaunted pofieflbr to 
fame and fortune* 

But not to forget Paracelfus : 
after he had been inftru6led in the 
elements of his art by his father, 
an induftrious apothecary, and had 
made confiderable progrefs in fuch 
chymical knowledge as that age 
afforded, and to which the young 
man was inordinately attached, h^ 
vifited the principal cities and uni- 
verfit;iesot Euro|>e. Acquirement 
of knowledge bemg the great ob- 
je6t of his journey, he confulted, 
without fcruple, phyficians, bar- 
bers, apothecaries, conjurors, and 
old women, eagerly adopting fi-om 
every <juarler whatever he thought 
ufeful m praAice. In the courfe 
of his travels, he was taught, or 
fancied he was taught, the fccret 
of the phitofopher's ftone, the pjir* 
fuit of which, however ridiculous 
its failure in diifeovering the art of 
turning all to gold, has been pro- 
dudive of golden advantages to 
mankind. At an aera, when no- 
thing but the ftrong ftimuli of 
avarice or fanaticifm were able to 
rouze mankind, to inveftigate, to 
a6b, or to fuiFcr, this infatuation 
paved the way for, and feduccd its 
devoted victims to, chymical ex- 
periment, to which we are fo 
highly indebted for a thoufand 
difcoveries and improvehients in 
the various arts, which tend to the 
prefervatlon, the comfort, the plea- 
furc, and the ornament of human 
life. 

The fubje^ of our prefent arti- 
cle, impelled by curiofity, defcend- 
ed the mines, and traverfed the 
immenie 
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immenfe fpace of the Ruffian cm- 
pire, was taken prifoner by the 
Tartars, and indebted for liberty 
and life to his medical (kill. After 
receiving many valuable prefents 
from the Cham, he accompanied 
the fon of that prince to Condan- 
tinople, and returning to Europe, 
was fo fortunate as to reftore Fro- 
benius, a famous printer, to health. 
This circumftance introduced him 
to the acquaintance of Erafmus, 
and he was appointed profeffor of 
phyfic at Bafle, with a hawdfcme 
felary : but not being able to refift 
his fondnefs for wandering, he vi- 
fited Italy, and on his return to 
Germany, died at Saltzbourg, in 
the forty-eighth year of his age. 

It was in his profelTor's chair, 
and during the interval of a voci- 
ferous le£lure, that he burnt in a 
folemn manner, the writings of 
Galen and Avicenna, but always 
mentioned the name of Hippocra- 
tes with refpe^. His Latin, like 
his nianners was barbarous; his 
words are faid to have been aepig- 
mas, his difcourfes myflerious, 
and often unintelligible. He 
pafTed for a magician, and was 
thought to have a familiar fpirit, 
which redded in the hilt of his 
fword; he alfo undertook by a 
famous elixir, which dill preferves 
the name he gave it, to prolong 
the life of nian to almoft any 
period ; and if a patient at any 
time died, he would never allow 
that this invaluable preparation had 
been exhibited. 

From this account it cannot be 
denied, that Paracelfus was a wild 
and vifionary adventurer ; that he 
too often lou ^ght of nature and 
common fenfe; that his notions 
were vain, hb theories groundleis, 



and his conceits fantaftic. But ff 
we confider the bulk of writers of 
that age, in the walks of philofo- 
phy, divinity, and metaphyfics, wiN 
It be found that they deferve a bet- 
ter cha'rafter ? From Galen, who 
is now oftncr praifed than read, 
.paiTages might be produced equal 
m abfurdity to the fublimeft rant 
and moil nonfenfical ilourifhes of 
Paracelfus. 

A contempt for learning hath 
alfo been laid to his charge ; that 
phyfic cannot be acquired from 
books, was an adage he frequently 
quoted ; he alfo repeatedly aiferted^ 
that an academic education was, 
by no means, the fhorteft pth to 
medical knowledge and advance- 
ment ; an opinion which modem 
apothecaries have long infinuated; 
.Thefe gentlemen infift that they 
are better qualified by education 
and pra6tice, for adminiflering me- 
dicine, than the Graduate frefli 
from the college or le6ture-room ; 
they triumphantly repeat the fre- 
quent threat of RatclifFe ; that he 
would leave the whole myftery 
of phyfic behind him, on half a 
flieet of paper. It has alfo been 
alked if the majority of thofe who 
fucceed, arc fuperior in book learn^ 
ing, and the languages, to Para* 
celfus ? he occafionally ledured in 
Latm, and to the great mortifica- 
tion of Guy Patin, puWifhed three 
folio volumes in that language. 

He has been feverely cenfured, 
for wanting that diffidence, doubt, 
and hefitation, fo elTentiai to the 
charaAer of a philofopher, in fearch 
of truth ; but his accufers forget, 
that thefe very qualities, would 
have ruined him as a medical man ; 
for the world always confiders them 
(remember I fpeak of the mafs, 

that 
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that is, the vulgar, great and 
fhiall) as proofs of a want of ikill. 
That boWnefsf felf-importance, and 
confidence, which the learned are 
^ angry with him for aiTuming, 
the infirmities of patients require ; 
as they have not fufiicient flrength 
of mind to reft fatisfied with the 
plain unvarnifhed tale of common 
ieakf •' Ufe. the world ill, or, by 
— — , they will ufe you fo ;" was 
the advice of the dogmatic, over- 
bearing, infolent Ratcliffe, when 
he had reached the fummit of pro- 
£efiional eminence and wealth. 

Let it not be underftood, fays the 
fame intelligent author I have before 
quoted, that an odious and cor- 
rupt condu6b is what I recommend; 
I only wifh mankind to be dealt 
with, as they -only can be dealt 
with, if we mean to render them 
any fervicc. In a few words, is 
medicine, and the pra£iice of phy- 
fic, neceffary, or is it not? if not, 
let the profefiion retire on penfions, 
and let it ceafe to be a branch of 
edacation ; if, on the contrary, it 
be ncceflary, phyficians muft a6t, 
in (iich a way, as will recommend 
them to their patients ; and he who 
puts on a grave, ere^, and fpirited 
air, accompanied with a tone of 
authority and confidence, will be 
much fooner employed, than a far 
abler man, who, with a peaking 
pitiAil afpeift, {brinks, droops, and 
trembles, under every a&ion of 
his life. 

All things animate and inani-. 
mate, muft be treated according to 
their nature; a lion in one way, 
a horle in another ; but man, ^ou 
will tell me, is a fuperior being, 
and oiiglit to be treated rationally ; 
a^eed ; but fuppofe he will not, 



is he to fink under calamity and 
difeafe, becaufe no kind friend, 
will humour the innocent freaks of 
frailty and imperfeftion ? • 

I remember, a few years fince, 
an itinerant quack, who raifed con- 
fiderable contributions on the cre- 
dulity of the well-difpofed inhabi- 
tantsof a remote county in England; 
he fcarcely poflefled one requifite for 
the due performance of the ardu- 
ous tafk he undertook, which was 
an important branch of medical 
furgery, yet he fucceeded in a 
wonderful degree, and I believe 
might be now pointed out in fplen- 
did independence, the pofteifor of 
one of thofe , luxurious villas, 
which adorn the environs of Lon- 
don. What then were the qualifi- 
cations, it may be aiked, by which 
he afcended the fteeps of fortune. 
Did he pofiefs a pleafing addrels,^ 
Were his manners elegant and 
refined ? He was difgufting in per- 
fon, flovenly in drefs, unclean ia 
habits, and of vulgar manners; 
his voice harfti, and his fpeech a 
difTonant provincial brogue. Had 
he learning ? It was with difficulty 
he could read or write. What — 
a truce with your queftions ; give 
a man time to fpeak, and I will 
explain. Ah elaborate difplay of 
his own confequence, was at all 
times, and on all occafions, the 
fubje6t of his daily converfation. 
The names of two or three half- 
witted people of confequence, who 
patronized him, and particularly 
that of a certain hair-brained ba- 
ronet, were the unceafing buithen 
of his early matins, and his even- 
ing fong, which generally began, 
and always ended, with the irrefif- 
tible eloquence of felf-approbation. 
.His 
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His identical words, in unceafing 
repetition were, *' Indeed 1 am a 
very clever fellow." 

Thus fimple inftinft, a few de- 
grees beyond what animates a 
monkey, a dormoufe, or a cat, 
taught a clown the current lan- 
guage of low cunning and fuccefs. 
A mode of condu£t, which, with 
the rational and well-informed, 
would have doomed him for life 
to hewing of wood,, or, at mod, 
to the obibene ilation of the loweft 
attendant on the ftage of a moun- 
tebank, the admiration of ideots 
and drivellers, elevated him to 
wealth. 

Men of merit, adapting their 
manners to the circumilances, fitu- 
ation, and education of their pa- 
tients, muft, in fome degree, follow 
the (ame condu6t; to be really 
deferving, is not alone fufHcient; 
they muft, if not by actual oral 
declaration, and impudent avowal, 
endeavour, at leaft, by circuitous 
.inuendo, circumflance, pomp, and 
collufive puifs« proclaim to the 
gapiiig multitude, " Behold a man, 
who can cure ail your complaints, 
who is fuperior in abilities to ali 
modern phyficfans, and is, (I fwear 
by the immortal Gods) very fenii- 
ble and acute, in fliort, a vert 

CLEVER FELLOW." 

I had juft revifed the prefent 
article, and fully prepared for 
compofitors, and printers* devils, 
who are ready to cut a man into 
pica, if they wait for copy, was 
nnking into the luxurious indo- 
lence of an arm-chair, a new book 
uncut, and that rarity in London, 
a quiet fire-fide; when the death 
of my old friend Nicholas was 
fuddenly aonounced, I dart from 
my trance, and in fpite of every 



tendency, muft fay a word of a 
man, whom I ufed to call the Pa- 
racelfus of the eightebnth centuiy. 

Nicholas with all his eccentrici- 
ties, is gone to his laft honie. — ^Wc 
once were intimate, but different 
{>urfuits, and my prefuming fome- 
times to differ with him in opinion 
(an offence he did not readily for- 
give) had feparated us f6r a long 
interval, and neither of us loved 
letter-writing, to a man 'wbo has 
nothing to fay^ an irkfome and ia* 
ttguing tafk. I could not cordi- 
ally liften to his two hour-har« 
ran^ues on compound fra^hires, 
his mfallible remedy for the rhen- 

matifm, and his cunng a in tm 

days ; when we latterly happened 
to meet, we were comfortably 
cool, glad to fee each other, and 
as glad to part. 

Yet Nicholas, with many faults, 
and fome abfurdities, was not with- 
out prominent excellencies; his 
heart was on all occafions alive 
to the calamities of his fellow i;re«- 
tures, he was actively cHAti- 
TABLE ; not iatisfied with meeting, 
he fought for, and hunted out 
mifeiy ni its moft wretched retreats; 
a firm believer in revelation, and 
able to defend what he believed; 
particularly hofpitable. to gofpel 
minifters of every perfuafion. It 
was alfo remarked, that he never 
fuffered the Almighty to be men- 
tioned with levity in bis prefence, 
without reproof; fome thought it 
bordering on affe6tation, that 
whenever the name of God ps^flfed 
his own lips, he either rofe finoin 
his feat, or uncovered his head, ' 

Thus defcribed, and thus com* 

pounded, after finifhing his ftudiet 

with credit to himfelf aftd his in* 

ftru£brs, he fettled atf a furgeon 

«. in 
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in a 'Village remote from the capi- 
tal» and was alternately the com- 
forter, the hero, or the tjrant of 
m Aftrt£k in which he paifed forty 
years of his liie, accumulated a 
foiCnoe, and eftabiiihed his reputa* 
tioo* Uxorionst domedtc, literary^ 
boCantCf and agricultural; bis time 
fiiUy, Tarioufly, and £or the moil 
part agreeably occupied; he was 
a firanger to that uncomfortable 
flatc of aiiadf which, for want of 
aa expreffive Englifh wotd, we 
call ennuL Yet the haf^lnefi of 
Nichobs was not without alloy, 
J» coaU not always fnpprefi in- 
dignation at being buried in a 
hmket, when be heard of flKo, 
whom he afod to defpife for hnbe* 
ctlity, kiffing hands for appoint- 
ments at court, marrying heirefles, 
and building vilias. On thefe 
occafions he did not recolle6^, that 
the life of a profeffional man, 
who means to be eminent, muft be 
a life of iacrifices; thafeki«fbfeqai- 
oufnefe and fidf-dsnial muft be 
added to toil, rigilance and aftivity. 
Bnt to ^ield or give way in any 
one point of prejudice, whim, 
weaknds, or caprice, was contrary 
to the theonr,, as well as the prac- 
tioe of Nicholas. He ezempSified 
this unbending hnmour in the 
mtnntefi'and moft trivial drcuo^- 
ftances of private life; from the 
moinent of quitting^ 'till he retuied 
to his bed, he pertinaciouily wore 
|us hat, his boots, and his great 
coalv in ali< winds, in all wea£en, 
at all ieafims, andin all companies; 
canefal honiewives might cry out 
apdaft his naiiy boots, and patients 
c o nipiain that a wet coat, and a 
.iir^piag hat were not very fiiitable 
aocomiHtaiments for a fick room ; 
deaf alike to the voice of pity or 

VoL.n. 



propriety, he kept his boot-jack at 
the bed-fide, and the only peg for 
his hat, was his own head. 

^* I pin render mankind eflen* 
tial iervices," would he exclaim in 
his magifierial reveries, ^^ and I 
expe^ Uiem to make me fome al* 
lowaaces;" but Nicholas and the 
world did not exactly agree in 
fentiment, they knew and valued 
his medical qualifications, and re» 
yarded him generoufly; but the 
moment they recovered, thanked 
God they were well rid of the 
Do£ior, as well as the difeafe. 

Yet with all his reputation, the 
pradice of Nicholas w^ highly 
exc^iooable ; he bad heard, and 
hmk read of certain powerful mi* 
nerals, which, extracted from the 
bowels of the eaith, and concen- 
trated by chemic art, are fbund 
able to cope with- malady, in its 
moft formidable flupe, and under 
the denomination of fpecifics, in- 
dependent of mechanic etfe^, or 
the laws of circulation, appear to 
a^ by magic influence. With 
half a dozen of thefe Herculean 
Panaceas, a countenance not eafiiy 
abafhed, a fonorous voice, potn- 
pous manners, and a pair of bony 
geldings, he (cowered the country 
in more fenies than one. Suc- 
ceeding in a few defperaCe cafes, 
where certain cautious pradition- 
ers, whom he called tri^ers, had 
failed, his name was abroad ; the 
nurfes and good women called him 
zfiu matt, and better judges were 
not iati^ed with the death of a 
relation, 'till Nichokts had decided 
their fate. 

But in the rapidity of his medi- 
cal career, he paid no attention to 
delicacy of fyflem, tender babbit, 
or peculiarity of conftitution ; after 
L pro- 
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|)ron<5uncing the name of the dif- 
order, the fame medicines, in the 
fame form, and in a iimilar dofe, 
were given to eveiy patient ; it is 
fcarcely necellary to add, that by 
fuch conduct, his pills, his draughts, 
and his drops, fpread death and 
defolation round the country. Too 
vain tp fee his errors, too proud 
to acknowledge miflake, and too 
eminent to be fufpeAed of a6ling 
am lis, I have not a doubt that in 
the courfe of a forty years extenfive 
pra6^ice, he hurried feveral hun- 
dreds to an untimely grave; yet 
Nicholas died himfelf, a natural 
death, zxiAjollonjjing bis nvorks^ was 
decently interred am6ngft his un- 
complaining patients, in a country 
church-yard. 

It is eafier to lament the evils of 
a rafh praditioner, than to enable 
mankind to ^ard againfl them, 
for who, but a medical man, can 
dete£fc medical obliquity. One 
caution on the fubje^t may not 
however be amifs; that man, who 
in the common a6Hons of life, 
tlifcovers eccentric, odd manners, 
and impatience of contradi^ion 
who betrays in his general con- 
du6^, overweening vanity, and a 
defeat of thofe mod precious of 
all commodities, prudence and 
-common fenfe, u not generally 
fpeaking, to be fele£):ed for medical 
attendance; the art of healing 
requires at times fuch a portion 
of philofophy, forbearance, and 
flrength of mind, and muft at 
times, fo flnmgly imprefs the con- 
vidion of the infufficiency of hu- 
man art, that I may venture to 
pronounce fuch a charadier as I 
have defcribed, as unfit for a fafe 
or a coaftientious pra&ice a^ it. 



PAINE, THOMAS, a flay* 
maker, \ revenue officer^ ' a 
political writer, and d man of ge-^ 
nius, who, with much of flrong 
argument, and much of coarfe in- 
ventive, but occafionally with a 
mixture of exaggerating- mifrepre* 
fentation, and vulgar quaintnefs, 
has been accufed of fanning the 
flamesr oi fedition on either dde of 
the Atlantic, but with very differ- 
ent effects. In the Englifli colo- 
nies, his- writings were perufed 
with avidity, and followed up with 
meafures, which, after a long and 
bloody flruggle, eilablHhed a re- 
public, whofe open arms, and 
boundlefs territories^ for ages yet 
to come, will afford a refoge to 
the unfortunate, from the luxuries, 
the impofls, the fins, and the for- 
Tows of £yrof>e. 

In Great Britain, after rouzing 
the refentments of Mr. fiurke, 
and awakening ariflocracy from 
her goWbB' dream, his pamphlets 
have beed otftcked by. the crown 
lawyers, deeply intrenched in pre- 
cedent, prerogative, and legal inth- 
endo ; they have been pronounced 
libellous, their iale interdided, by 
a tribunal, whofe fentence I have 
neither right or. inclination to con- 
tradid ; and many refpeftable in- 
dividuals, by inadvertently felling 
them, have expofed themfelves to 
obloquy, profecution, f)he, and 
imprifonment. At the fame time, 
by miniflerial management, or by 
popular prejudices, operating on 
the open generofity of our Engliih 
:cfaarader, fufpicion was fomented 
into malignity ; terror, real or a£> 
fe^ed, in proportion to the fh-ength 
or weaknefs of each man's mind, 
pervaded every rank; the tower 
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of London was fortified with bar- 
rels of earth, and Lord Loughbo- 
rough, induced by the magnitude 
of his prof(>e6b, or the urgency 
of his apprehenfions, for thoie 
who greatly hope muft greatly 
fear, turned his back on his 
friends^ and was prevaUed on to 
accept the feals, with an income of 
ten thoufand a year; an enormous 
amount, to which, I underfbind, 
our eternal bankruptcies have raifed 
the chancellor's income. 

Whilil I venerate the form, but 
lament the palpable corruptions, 
of our conflitution, in matters of 
revenue, religion, legiilature; 
inincely expenditure, and repre- 
sentation! ; errors, corruptions, and 
excefles, which make it almofl im- 
poffible for the middle ranks to 
keep a {hilling in their pockets, 
and (hut out thoufands of confci- 
€ntious men from ferving their 
country ; I hope and truft that I 
am not infenfible of the comforts 
and fecurity it affords ; that I am 
not wanting; in a rational attach- 
ment to that king, and thofe 
lords and commons, of which it 
iscompofed. Yet, I confefs my- 
fclf wholly a ftranger to that out- 
rageous zeal, that modern fpecies 
of Birmingham loyalty, which 
viUifies the motives, deftroys the 
perfon, and burns down the houfe 
of a neighbour, who happens to 
differ from me in opinion. 

This unpropitious circumftance, 
in the treatment of Thomas Paine, 
notwithilanding the manifold er- 
rors and defeats of his writings, 
operates as a fpecies of internal 
evidence in his favor ; the majori- 
ty of his literary opponents, in- 
fiead of anfwering his arguments, 
ijnd combating his dedu6i:ions, by 



fair reafoning, have ejthaufled their 
^hole ibength in endeavours to 
blacken his cliara^r, and prefent 
to public view the moil indefenfi- 
ble paflages of his life. This charge 
is equally applicable to his exafpe- 
ratedt/iV/W biographer, whofe pen 
is the tomahawk of a favage, to 
the Crown and Anchor chairman, 
and to Mr. Arthur Young ; wrap 
ped up in fnug finecures, thefe 
eloquent, dififaerefted piaifers of 
the conilitution to which they ad- 
here, and whole juices they fuck, 
with the philanthropy and patriotic 
attachment of. a fagacious leech ; 
thefe gentlemen forget, that it is 
poffible for the fame man to be 
the greatefl rafcal in the world, 
and yet be a keen and fenfible 
writer ; that their proving (fup- 
pofing them to have proved) that 
he has at times a6led an inhuman, 
and even a difhoneft part, does 
not overfet one iota, or one tittle, 
of the ftrong political axioms he 
produces. Were it ray bufinefs, or 
indeed were it at all to the purpofe, 
to enter the lifts with Mr. Paine, 
he is vulnerable on every fide, 
on the fcore of political and moral 
expediency j while a prevalent an- 
tipathy to the naarine power of 
Great Britain, breathes through 
every page, and he fixes his eyes 
on our Weft India iflands, with 
the interefted views, and inveterate 
prejudices, of a ti*anfatjantic citi- 
zen, anticipating the glories of an ' 
American navy, five hundred years 
before its eftablifhment. 

How much wifcr would thefe 
writers have a^ed, had they been 
argumentative iiiftead of grofsly 
perfonal, had they turned their 
thoughts to the real fources of our 
calamities ; for I am convinced, 
L % that 
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that the derdlftion of duty, at 
well as decepcy, in the more exalte 
ed ranks of^ life, and the public 
difcuffion of certain enonnoat 
debts, have diffiifed aatimonarchic 
(eatiments^ and prioctples more 
widdy, than all that Thomas 
P^ine ever wrote, or the moft de- 
mocratic republican ever imagined* 
I am clearly of opinion, that a 
cool and diifpaffionate pamphlet, 
endeavouring to prove, that the 
fubje^ of my preient article was 
attempting to place power in 
hands totally inadequate to the 
management of it, and which^ 
poffibly with the beft intentions, 
they would have exerted only to 
their own de(lru6tton, or the pro- 
ducing (hat worft fpecies of delpot- 
ifm, die defpotifmof democracy, 
would have been a more effectual 
and popular reply to his Rights of 
Man, than the moft elaborate fcru* 
tiny into, or the moft authentic 
account.of, his private life. 

Speaking of the unfair arts which 
have been pradifed againft the au- 
thor of the Rights of Man, on 
the plea, that Aich a man, and 
fuch a writer, deferved no better 
uiage ; I cannot refiife the praife 
of ftrong impreffion to the fpeech 
of Mr. Erikme. 

^^ Great indeed," &id our lumi- 
nous advocate, *^ great are the 
embarrafTments I have felt this 
day, but they have not been able 
to detach me from the duty I owe 
to my profeffion, to juilice, to ho- 
nor, and my country. An impartial 
trial is the firft and deareft privi- 
lege of every Englifliman, and the 
author of the Rights of Man would 
have had ample grounds of detrac- 
tion, if there appeared the fmalleft 
tindture of partiality in the pro- 



ceedings of this court He srigN^ 
have complained, with reaibn* if 
the man he had chofen to defend 
him^ had been intimidated by 
threats, or been prevailed on, in 
any way, to abandon his cauie. I 
need not deCeribe the difficulties of 
my fituation, fianding up, as I do^ 
a^dnft prejudices that have beos 
evenly, widely, and generally cir» 
culatra, agaiaft imputations ef the 
groflefk and moft affeding kind. 
You cannot, gentlemen, be ieBO»- 
rant of the difgracefiil means which 
have been taken, not merely to 
influence the public mind apinft 
the defendant, but to ftamp aad 
brand every man with the mark 
and reproach of di&fFe&ion to 
the government and conftitutton^ 
who ftiall venture to hazard the 
(lighteft approbation of his doc- 
trines. 

** What would be the conie* 
quence, if a barrifter were fufiered 
to exerciie his difcretion, in ftatinj^ 
what cafes he would appear in^ 
and what not ? it would be arro- 
gating to himfelf the oflke of a 
judge, land giving a previous deci* 
£[on on the cafe. Perfonal feelingjB 
ought never to weigh againft pub- 
lic duty. I have treated with the 
. contempt they merited, the iar- 
cafms and calumnies with which I 
have been loaded ; re^ardleis of 
ail that folly and all wat malice 
can utter, I (hall maintain, as long 
as life and fenfe remain, the equal 
right of everv man in this kingdom 
to a fair trial. 

*' The defendant is charg^"^ 
with writing ai^d publiftiing a 
book, hoftik to the conftitution 
of England. — The law of EngUnd 
knows of no fuch crime ; it 
mufi be proved, in order to con* 
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ftitnte bis gufl^9 Qofc whether the 
Attorney General, not whether 
you or I, ai^rove the book, biit 
whether, truly and bona fide, he 
compofed and publi(hed it* with 
die diabolical intention of provok- 
ing difcord and difiention in the 
country. If he only thinks, that 
the conftitution of England is not 
calculated to promote public hap- 
pinefe, -lie may differ in opinion 
with you and me, but he is not 
euiity of any offence againfl the 
kw. 

** Forms of government may 
at any time be difcufled and fcfu- 
tinized with the greateft rigor, 
conruptions or decay may be pomt- 
ed out ; in fhort, confiderable lati- 
tude is to be allowed, in a free 
country, to writing and converfa- 
tion^ as long as we do not teach 
individuals to refill legal authority, 
and oppofe the law of the land. 

*^ Trie following is a fentiment 
from Mr. Paine's book, to which, 
I believe, gentlemen of the juiy, 
you, I, and every reafonable man, 
will readily confent. ^ If a law 
be bad, it is one thing to oppoie 
and refift its execution, but very 
different to expofe its errors, rea- 
fon on its defeats, and endeavour 
to procure its repeal. It is, better 
to obey a bad law, reafoning at 
the fame time againfl it, than 
forcibly to^ violate it, becaufe 
breaking a bad law might lead to 
difcretionary violations of thofe 
which are good.' 

*^ If no man had been allowed, 
from the force of fuperior Intel* 
le^, to point out improvements in 
our focial fyflem, how would the 
Englilh confUtution have attained 
that beautiful fhape and profperous 
eiiabliihment, which the Attorney 



General thnoiks it prafimatioo to 
meddle with or touch? When 
Mr. Burke ailerts, that the people 
of this country are utterly and K>r 
ever deprived of the power of 
changing their conflitution, be 
claps a padlock on reaibn, he pro> 
hibits liberal difeuffion. The hu- 
man mind cannot lire under re- 
(Iraint ; if men are permitted to 
communicate their thoughts, in- 
dignation files off like fire fpread 
on a furface, like gunpowder fcat- 
tered, it kindles, it communicates. 
But under refiraint, it is a fubter- 
raneous fire, whole agitation is 
unfeeu, till it burfis into earth* 
quake and volcano. 

** On the prefent occafion, gen* 
tlemen, you mufl guard your minds 
againfl the infection of |k>pular 
^nzy; you mufl firmh^ elevate 
yourlelves above the prejudices, of 
human weaknefs ; you mufl difco* 
ver the mind of the author in his 
book, not in the rage and defpe- 
rate cant of the times. The de- 
fendant and his book have been 
condemned by beii, book, and 
candle ; by argument, by violence* 
by imputation, and by threats, ia ' 
every little parifh in the kingdom: 
AiTociations have been forn^ to 
burn his pamphlets, and hang hii 
efiigy ; prefles Iiave been erected, 
and been working night and day, 
to counteradl his poilon (I hope 
they have not diffufed it) and an 
author confiders it as the great glory 
of his pen, to have circulated the 
indecorous lapfes and private fcan- 
dal of his life.— The refult of all 
is, that the caufe hath been pre- 
judged, that the mind of no man, 
within the fweep of fuch a torren^ 
can be free. 

'< It has been faid, t^ fome of 

our 
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our loyal aflbciators, that the great 
Harrington was as great a thief, 
and as obfcure a ruffian, as Tho- 
mas Paine. They appear to have 
forgotten, that he was defcended 
from the moft ancient branches of 
our firft nobility, that he refledted 
honor on the dukes, marquifTes, 
barons, and knights of the garter, 
from whom he fprung. He was 
the faithful fervant of King Charles 
the Firft, and of fuch undoubted 
iionor, that he avowed republican 
principles, yet retained the confi- 
dence and affection of his mafter. In 
thefhipwreck of his life and fortune, 
ivhen the courtiers were fled or fly- 
ing, in every dire£tion, from the 
mihappy monarch, Harrington, in 
fpite of death and danger, repeat- 
edly vifitcd him in the Ifle of 
Wight ; and although furrounded 
by parliamentary foldiers, took 
^ his laft farewell, fell into his arms, 
and fainted on the fatal fcafFold. 

** After the King's death, he 
wrote the famous Oceana, in which 
he pralfes his virtues, laments his 
errors, and afcribes his misfor- 
tunes to the feeble nature of a 
monarchy. 

" To win the afTcAions of En- 
glifhmen, their reafon muft be 
convinced ; it is principle only that 
can render loyalty fincerc and vi- 
gorous. The fure fecret of attach- 
ing the people to any form of go- 
vernment, is to convince them, 
that their intereft and happinefs 
depend on it. Conftraint is the 
natural parent of refiftance ; where 
one fide is tyrannical, the other 
will always be refraftory. You 
remember Lucian's pleafant ftory : 
Jupiter and a countryman were 
walking together, familiarly con- 
vcrfing on the fubjeft of heaven 



and earth. A little matter of dif- 
pute arofe, and while the god 
fh-ove to convince the ruftic by- 
argument, he liftened with pro- 
found attention ; but happening to 
hint a doubt, Jupiter turned halli- 
ly round, and threatened him with 
his thunder. * Now,' fays the coun- 
tryman, * I know you arc in the 
wrong ; if you were right, you 
would never appeal to vour thun- 
der." 

The pleafure of its penifal, is 
I truft an ample apology for the 
length of my quotation. In reply 
to our able and brilliant advocate^ 
it has been obferved, that the man 
. who ridicules, and expofes a con- 
ftitution, in its feveral branches, 
makes a dangerous and near ap- 
proach to the aflailant who openly 
refifh, and oppofes the laws it in- 
culcates. That with refpeft to 
the general alarm, and inveterate 
prejudice roufed againft Thomas 
P^ine, IT WAS necessary to op-< 

POSE ENTHUSIASM TO ENTHUSX ASM, 

that in no other effe6tual way, 
could the great body of the peo- 
ple have been put on their guard 
againft thefafcinating omnipotence 
of his fyftcm, fo admirably calcu- 
lated to level the barriers of^ private 
integrity, and deftroy focial at- 
tachnient. Doctrines which tell 
a footman he is as well entitled to 
the fideboard and drawing-room 
as his mafter ; and the beggar, that 
rank and fubordination are a vio- 
lation of his privileges and rights. 
Againft fuch do6trines, a more 
than commonftimulus was required 
to excite refiftance; a union (^ 
zeal, ardour, men, and money 
were neceflary to countera^V their 
wide fpreading and magic influence. 
The bitter feeds of maligmty and 
difcontent 
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difconteht, from the unhappy, but 
unavoidable difproportion in the 
allotment of the good things of 
life ; the bitter feeds of malignity 
and difcontent are deeply fown in 
ihe minds of the lower clafles 6f 
fociety, they vranted only the 
quickening produ^ive hot-houfe of 
Thomas Paine, to call them into 
rapid vegetation, and the firong 
evergreen would quickly have 
ovei%adowed the land. 

I hope and believe, that a hard 
hearted negle6t: of the middle ranks, 
the poor and the needy, is not one 
of the numerous (ins of my life ; 
J ieeJ, and I thank God for the 
fbothing refieftion, I feel that it 
is not; but while it is evidently the 
duty, as well as intereil of the 
great, the wealthy, and the exalted, 
to turn a commiferating and atten- 
tive eye to the wants and diflrelTes 
of their fellow creatures, the more 
humble ranks fhould remember 
ibey alfo have important and indif- 
penfible duties to peiform, that to 
fuffer as.well as to a^ with cool in- 
trepidity ; that to' be calm and ere^ 
under misfortune, is the chara(5^er 
of a patriot, a hero, and a chrif- 
tian. 

It was attempted in a converfa- 
tton, to fettle a comparifon be- 
tween the merits of Paine and 
Macktntofh,as literary men; ^^ Tom 
writes for the kitchen, Mr. Mack- 
intofh for the parlour," was the 
decifion. 

The following circumflance, 
ieems a proper, addition to the 
•prefent article; I underfland it to 
be founded on fs£t. A meeting 
was held at Warminfler to fuppreS 
-the feditious publications, inter 
alia, it was prdpofed to burn an 
c&Lgf of Tom Paine ; but to this, 



many lefpeftable farmer? objeded, 
as they had dealt with him for many 
years, and found him to be an 
honeft man. The only Tom Paimb 
of whom they had ever heard, 
was Tom Paine, the butcher of 
Warminfler. 

** My neighbours," faid a mem- 
ber for a borough in the Wefl of 
Englariti, on hearing the ilory^ 
** my neighbours do not read io 
much as their fellow fubje6ts, and 
are therefore more loyal." 

PEERAGE, an inflance on 
record of its being refufed, 
however incredible it may appear 
to thofe worthy commoners and 
their ladies, who long to decorate 
their coaches and fedans, with the 
fading fplendors of a coronet. 

In the beginning of the reign of 
King George the Firfl, an article 
appeared in the London Gazette, 
fpecifying that Miles Wharton, 
Efq. was created a Baron, by the 
ftyle and title of Lord Wharton. 
From a confcioufnefs of the fupe- 
riority of perfonal worth, from 
habits of retirement, or ether 
motives, not handed' down, this 
dazzling obje<ft of ardent defire to 
fo many, was in the- prefent in- 
fiance, refufed, or not accepted^ 
and in the next week's gazette, the 
following advertifement was iu- 
ferted. 

" His majefty having gracioufly 
defigned to confer the honor of 
the Peerage on Mr. Wharton; 
that gentleman is duly fenfible of 
his fovereign's gooonefs and fevor, 
but humbly begs leave to decline 
the high honour intended him." 

The bed-chami?er lords, gentle- 
men ufhers, pages, and knight 
harbingers, fhrugged up their pliant 
ihoulders, at this reverial of a royal 

fiat, 
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fiaty and independent of lofing 
theu* fees, oonfidered it as contempt 
of court Yet the very circum- 
&inoes of the tranfa^ion I relate, 
prore, that the king or minifter 
Bad chofen a proper perfon< for the 
exahed and important rank of a 
jieer of the realm ; I cannot but 
confider him as the fitteft man for 
an elevated fiation, who from the 
Bature perhaps of the- fervices ex- 
pededy has the fpirit, the inde- 
pendence, or the OKKlefty to de« 
eltne it ; ** praefulgebant Brutus et 
Caffius, CO quod eorum imagines 
non videbantur." 

Thofe indoilrious leteehunters, 
thofe affiduous attendants at the 
drawing room, and bed cham* 
ber, fo often fucoefsful in court 
intrigue, are frequently, and indeed 
generally fix>m frivolous and diffi- 
pated mannen, the leaft qualified 
of all men on earth, for the polls 
oremploymefltsthcyfolictt; while 
tbt unhappy individual, formed 
by nature and education, for a due 
performance of atiy duties he may 
undertake, but untaught to cringe, 
to flatter, and betray, it periihing 
by inches in fome fubaltem fitua- 
tion, or worn down with iedentary 
drudgery ; the miferable fubititutc 
of a fuperficial principal, who is 
rioting on national wealth. 

At a certain period of the difaf- 
trous American war, when our 
political horizon was black and 
cloudy on every fide, who would 
liave believed, that we were to be 
Indebted for extrication from im- 
pending ruin, to a naval veteran, 
pining at tfie moment, in penurious 
vbfeurity, at Paris P and as I am 
fold on good authority, adoally 
obliged to a French nobleman, for 
enabling km, by n ptaiwiarf pr#> 



fent, to return to £ngland. I am 
convinced, that the feelings of my 
generous^ countrymen muft have 
been warmly agitated by fuch a 
prophetic declaration ! How great 
then would have been the general 
emotion, on hearing, that the con* 
queror of De GralTe, and the (aver 
of our Weft India iflands, was 
fuperieded at the very moment he 
was deflroying the French fleet, 
and recalled almoft at the moment 
of a brilliant and decifive v ic« 
tory. 

But for the fortunate application 
of the firft Mr. Pitt, when ieqretary 
of ftate to Lord Northington, the 
chancellor ; the patriotic oppofisr of 
general warrants, the venerable 
and indefatigable fupporter of Mr. 
Fox's jury bill, in the Houie of 
Lords, the excellent Lord Cam- 
den might have lived and died up 
three pair of ftairs in the Temple. 
** Can you procure for me a young 
man of found knowledge in the 
law, of not ybry extenfive pradice, 
and I will make his occafional ali- 
tendance at the office, wcnthbts 
while, (aid Lord Chatham, nmth 
an addUiftj njjortiy the mtict cf bis 
/on ; for I want a perfon of kgal 
knowledge about me, that we may 

ACT CONSTITUTIONALLY." 

Mr. Pratt was recoasmended, and 
a friendfliip commenced, which 
conducted him to tlie h^efi ho* 
nours of the ftate, and ftili con- 
tinues, with unabated a&dioo, 
between their defendants. 

PERFECTION, and Corrcft 
Condu^. Men too apt to en* 
ped it in females, while they in* 
dulge themielves in unbridled and 
abcHninable licentiouinefs.-^Seetbe 
latter part of the article, Widow 
^£phciii8. 

pnT» 
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PITT, WILLIAM, fecond fon 
of the £arl of Chatham, firft 
Gomraiffioner of the treafury, and 
chancellor of the exchequer, who 
ihidied, and I believe for a (hort 
time praftifed as a barrifter at law ; 
but it was not hb fate to lofe him« 
felf in the intricacies of modern 
jorifpnidence, and retail his opi- 
nions for gold; a more fplendid, 
and to the public, a more benefi- 
cial fituation was referved for him. 

At a period of life, when moft 
of us ablorbed in diflipation, folly, 
pharo, and fenfuality, are fowing 
with profiiiion, the feeds of re- 
pentance and remorfe, which 
gradually fpringing up, embitter 
our future days; with a uoicifm and 
afMplication, which it is eafier to de« 
ride, than imitate, he vigoroufly 
applied the whole powers of his 
mind to public bufine6, and pri- 
vate improvement. With the 
youthful down (lill on his cheek, 
he plunged into the tumultuous fea 
of politics ; fetting equally at defi- 
ance, cohipromife, or competition, 
he 'prudently (leered amidft the 
auictdands of party, weathered the 
uormy billows of oppofition, and 
finally gained the wiihed-for port, 
where be reigns fupreme, the fa- 
vorite of his fovereign, the arbiter 
of his aflbciates, and with a few 
exceptions, the idol of the people. 

When we behold a young man 
thus occupying a poll, which ca- 
binet veterans, and hoary politi- 
cians have pafled a long life, in 
qualifying themfelves for, or in 
vainly attempting to attain; we 
are naturally induced to enquire 
by what fuperior merits, fuch 
fuperior, fuch uncommon dbjeds 
have been attained. 

Vol. U. 



At a certain period of his reign, 
the fituation of our fovereign, as 
to his confidential fervants, was 
confefledly hopelefs. He had ex* 
perienced mortifications, various 
and fevere; Lord North, confi- 
dering the exiflence of a minifler, 
as incompatible with the difappro- 
bation of Parliament, had retired 
without a figh : the Rockingham 
party, with all the merit of good in- 
tention, difTolved in its own weak- 
nefs; Lord Shelbume was unpopu- 
lar; the Duke of Grafton had felt, by 
woeful experience, that his only 
fafety was in flight ; and Mr. Fox 
had given perlonal offence, by 
defining the regal power, in terms 
too coarfe for the fenfitive texture 
of a royal ear, an offence which I 
underfland is never to be forgiven • 

Surrounded by minifleps whofe 
principles or conduct he did not 
approve, our gracious king anxi- 
oufly looked around him for an 
Atlas equal to the burthen of mi* 
nifterial vefponlibility; and a young 
man prefented himfelf, in the prime 
of lire, of popular name, correal 
conduct, and moi-als like his own, 
undebauched, but, like his own, 
fufficiently pliable for political ma- 
noeuvre and cabinet intrigue. The 
affairs of the Eafl India company 
having been long and defperately 
deranged, decifive meafures were 
loudly called for, to remedy, by 
flriking at the root of the evil. 

To prevent peculation, to intro- 
duce accuracy, order, and rigid 
fupervifion, the bill of Mr. Fok 
was produced ; but an incautious 
diflribution of patronage, firfl ex- 
citing difcontent in a certain cabal 
behind the curtain, an invaiiotx 
of chartered rights was conjured 
M up; 
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up; the royal opinion oh a bill 
under parliamentary difcuffion, was 
diligently and indecently propaga- 
ted ; the vl^feak were alarmed, the 
ill-dcfigning fet in motion, Lord 
Temple laid the train, the watch- 
word was given, and Pitt and the 
conftitution fpread like wild-fire 
through the nation. 

To furvey minutely the political 
fervices of this minifter of the 
crown, is not confiftent with my 
plan, it will befufficienttoobferve, 
that a pcrfonal dillike of his pre- 
deceflbrs, rather than any eminent 
capacity, or extraordinary talents 
of his own, ^ere the prominent 
and immediate caufes of his early 
and rapid advancenierit. A con- 
currente of events, had d^riv^d 
his majefty's fervants of their maf- 
ter's confidence and fupport, and 
the rays of royal favor, colle^ed 
in a ftrong focus, were happily 
centered in Mr. Pitt. Thefe ad- 
vantages he has improved, by what 
I conuder hid leading charafteriftic 
qualities ; quaFities diametrically 
oppofite, and feldom united in the 
fame pcrfon; immoveable firmnefs, 
and accommodating prudent pli- 
ancy. The firft furnifhed him 
with Iteadinefs and refolution to 
keep his feat at the treafury, againft 
the fenfe of a majority of the 
Houfe of Coriimohs, \l^hich every 
other minifter had been taught to 
tremble at, and (brink from; it 
alfo fupported him firm and im- 
fliaken againft a hoft of enemies^ 
amidft the declamatory violence of 
the debates on the regency. In 
circumftances for which parlia- 
mentary records could fcarce find 
a precedent, he was not to be fub- 
ducd by popular clamour, he was 
unawed by the frowns of princes ! 



His accommodating pliancy, his 
yielding to and accepting advice 
and affiilance from any quarter has 
been exemplified in every meafure 
of his adminidration ; by his Iri(h 
propofltions, his tobacco a6fc, and 
his defelj^tion of the Diflenten, 
who once fo zealoufly fupported 
htm ; by his evafion of a parlia* 
mentary reform, and his fingular 
conduA in the flave trade, when 
every driveller knc/ws that in the 
prefent {bte of things, a prime 
minifter may carry any decent 
meafure, if he really and ferioufljr 
wifties it ; I wifh to fpcak of fads, 
equally avoiding invedtive and pa- 
negyric* 

Mr. Pitt appears to advantage, 
as a diligent improver of the plans 
of others, rather than an original 
difcoverer of means himfel^ a 
man of expedients, a ufeful, but 
Hot a great minifter; and better 
calculated for a country finking 
under accumulating burthens, than 
a more fplendid, or a more enter- 
prizing one. 

*' Mr. Pitt," (fays the author of 
a declamatory invcdtive) ** has the 
addrefs beyond any minifter I ever 
knew, of difguifing all his hateful 
meafures, in an alluring, popular 
mafic. Few men ever poftefied in 
a greater degree, the glitter of tinfel, 
the gewgaw glare of foil fo attrac* 
tive to women and children. 

"Though the path," (ays the 
fame author, who addrefled the 
Premier, during the regency de- 
bates^ when he was hourly expected 
to refign, "though the pth to 
greatne& and glory is barred againft 
you, as a ftatefman, nature and 
education have eminently qualified 
you for the bar- The court of 
King's bench, where your friend 

pre- 
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prefides, opens its friendly doors, 
and vou may link with faSfety into 
a reipe6hible barrifier ; with your 
brief^ your tie-wig, and the fourth 
part of a hackney coach, you will 
be valued by folicitors and attor-: 
Dies; by pompous didion, fhi- 
died phrafeology, and nicely fele£ted 
words, you may footh the (lumbers 
of a puifne judge, and miflead a- 
petty jury." But the prophetic 
fpirit of this writer failed, the 
king happily recovered, and our 
young PaJinurus ftill grafps with 
tenacious hand, the reins of ad- 
miniftration. 

Much has been (aid on the ex- 
teniion of the excife, his favorite 
mode of fecuring the revenue, 
which Sir Robert Walpole, by 
pedlar clamour, was obliged to 
abandon ; and few minifters in this 
country have been bold enough a- 
gain to refume. It ought in juflice 
to be obferved, that the alarming 
ftatc of our public debt, (moft of 
which was incurred before the pre- 
fentfervants of the crown came into 
office) rendered aflri^t attention to 
improving the annual receipt abfo- 
lutely neceflary ; and I believe it is 
generally underftood, that on 
many articles, no tax can, in any 
tolerable degree, be rendered pro- 
dudive, without the odious and 
unpopular interpofition of the 
excife. It is afluredly a ferious 
cvii, a perplexing domeftic grier 
vance; but I fear it is a neceflary 
confequence of national incum- 
brances, which puzzle the arith- 
metician to fpecify, and which no 
thinking man can . contemplate 
without a ligh. 

It cannot but excite our juft re- 
fisntment, when we obferve the 
malignant ^d cruel i&duflry with 



which the opinions of ]!^r« Pitt on 
parliamentary reprefentation, hftve 
Deen fele^ed and prefentedto pub- 
lic view ; opinions evidently form- 
ed at a feafon of his life, which 
had afforded no opportunity for 
trying them by the touchftone of 
age and experience. At that pe- 
riod, the keen ardor of huntmg 
for popularity prevented his attend- 
ing to a more ufefiil fpecies of po- 
litical wifdom, in which, to do 
him juflice, he has not of late 
years been deficient. 

»* The life, the liberty, the 
property of eveiy one," faid 
our miflaken minifter, if we may 
credit the report of his adverfaries, 
** are, or may be afFe6ted, by the 
law of the land in which he lives, 
and the right of electing the per- 
fon who is to make thofe laws,~ is 
in every commoner of the realm, 
except infants, lunatics, and cri- 
minals. It is alfo a fa<^, that in 
many places, the members are ac- 
tually returned at the pleafure of 
one man ; and th^t the number of 
voters in this kingdom doth not 
amount to a fixth part of the whole, 
who are thus deprived of theic 
right, and governed by laws to 
which they have not given their 
confent." 

Thefe traducers, who, by their 
ill-timed and vexatious republica- 
tions, interrupt Mr. Pitt in his 
continental alliances, and his pro- 
fitable loans ; thefe traducers for- 
get, that, in anfwer to their flate- 
ment of the queflion, it has been 
proved, that a univerfs^l fyfFrage 
would render our form of govern- 
ment dangeroufly democratic, and 
would throw too preponderating a 
weight into a fcale already gravi- 
tating, in an undue degree, on the 
M ^ popular 
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popular fide. It has been added, 
that, according to the fpirit and 
letter of the Engliih conftitution, 
the privilege of voting for county 
members naturally follows landed 
property ; and that he who is in- 
▼efted with a freehold in the foil, 
is mod likely, having, bmd fide^ 
a country to lofe, to be a faithful 
and g ooQ fubje6t. 

"V^thout afluming the ability of 
deciding on a point, which has 
exercifed the ingenuity of modern 
times, and on which lb much may 
be faid ; I cannot help remarking, 
as a literary curiofity, the follow- 
ing courteous letter from the Lord 
Warden bf the Cinque Ports, to 

John Terence Frofl, at that time 
is confi(Jential friend and corref- 
pbndent ; but, during a late period 
of alarm and univerfal terror, the 
fubje6): of a proclamation in the 
Gazette, and a profecution for fe- 
ditious words. To thofe who, after 
reading the letter, may view with 
furprize fuch revolutions in friend- 
fliip, principles, and meafures; it 
may be necefTary to premife, that 
the attorney had, at that time, 
evinced no fymptoms of incivifm, 
and that he was the trufly agent of 
Lord Hood, during the immacu- 
late tranfadlions of the Weftmin- 
fter election. 
Dear Sir, 

I beg you will afTure the gen- 
tlemen of the committee for pro- 
ftcuting a reform in parliament, 
that my efforts fhall never be want- 
ing to fupport a meafure, which I 
conceive to be eflential to the in- 
dependence of parliament, and the 
liberties of the people. 
lam, &c. 

William Pitt. 

Thus, reform, in the hands of 



our young Magician, becomes a 
fecond Aaron's rod, a harmlefi in- 
animate fbifF, or a flinging, htifing 
ferpent, with which he keeps in 
awe the idolatrous Ifraelites of St. 
James's and St. Stephen's; and, as 
I am told, but can Icarcely believe, 
fometimes their mafler. 
On the fubjed oi the preffint 

, war, I have |M%fu|ned, on (evrral 
occa^ont, to give my opinion, that 
it might have been prevented bv 
previous negociation and cool dil- 
cuffion; perhaps I am miftaken ; 

. but once engaged in it, J confefs I 
fee neither wifdom or policy in 
repeatedly declaring to a powerful 
enemy, that we are exhauiled, and 
unable to continue the conteft ; I 
cannot reconcile fuch cond\id in 
certain opponents, of Mr.~ Pitt, 
however I may otherwife value 
them, with their Experience as 
flatefmen, or their feelings aa 
Engliihmen. 

PLAYHOUSE, the profefb di- 
yerfion of the age, which 
flourifhes, with renovated vigor 
and luxurious elegance, in defiance 
of timtd, fliort-fighted moralifis, 
an* the more furious attacks of 
the puritan and methodifV. In the 
ardor of miflaken, but well-mean- 
ing zeal, thefe declaimers forget, 
that a love of pleafure is a natural, 
and, if moderately and legitimately 
indulged, a rational principle, im- 
planted, for wife purpofes, in the 
breafh of us all. 

That it is unlawful to laugh, 
and criminal to pretend to be hap* 
py, an impious idea, which, def- 
cribes the A^niighty and benevolent 
Difpofer 6f the univerfe as a ty- 
rant, and man as the vi£bim ^ a 
fevere anticipating defliny, could 
only have entered an imagination 
clouded 
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ttouded by caivinifiic defpair, and 
impenrious to the foft rays of hope 
and mercy. But, fuppofing that 
the doors of our theatres could be 
doied, I fear that the divine and 
the philanthrppift would have gain* 
ed an inglorious and ineffe^ual 
vidory, 1:^ driving the promifcu- 
•118 multitude of a crouded metro- 
polis to the iHes of fenfuality and 
drankenne&, or the recedes of 
iiecret fin. 

Yet the merit of Joel Collier, 
and thofe who followed him, ihould 
not be forgotten ; they attacked 
and drove from the flage thofe 
impious railleries and obfcene aliu- 
fions, injurious to correct amufe- 
ment, and difgraceful to national 
tafie. which tainted the dramas of 
the oay, and too often fully the 
-witty pages of Wycherly, Con- 
grcvd, Farquhar, and Vanburgh. 

It would be eafy, in the prefent 
inftance,ashath been repeatedly ob- 
ierred in other parts of this collec- 
tion, it would be eafy from the abufe 
to argue againft the temperate ufe 
of an innocent, and, properly con- 
duced, a moral amufement ; for 
does it at all follow from reafon, or 
the nature of things, but rather 
from a negligent and corrupted 
police, that the avenues of our 
theatres mufl, on every fide, be 
iiirronnded by the noifome and 
polluted dens of proflitution, in- 
famy, and fraud? where women 
and wine are employed, by well- 
known defperadoes and their emif- 
faries, as decoys to the gaming ta- 
ble, whilfl plunder and fuicide 
clofe the difmal fcene.^ 

The fame argumentflnght,Vith 
fimilar propriety, be alledged 
againft Kings, becaufe St. James's 
I^ce^ the refidence of a prince 



exemplary for purity of manners 
and decorous . conduct, is almofl 
elbowed by gamblers, pickpockets 
and impures ; that if fire from 
heaven, as in the days of the pa* 
triarchs, fliould defcend and def- 
troy every houfe of infamy in the 
royal purlieus, our gracious mo«> 
narch would almoft have a defkrt 
around him. 

But it was not to criticifc on 
the drama, or moralife on its 
abufes, that the prefent article was 
introduced ; — the public expecta- 
tion has been flrongly raifed, and 
amply gratified, by the gorgeous 
decorations and bulky magnificence 
of our new-built theatres, which, 
leaving regal fplendor and ecclefi- 
aftic grandeur at an humble dif- 
tance, rival or outihip the vaft 
dimenfions and graceful propor- 
tions of ancient art. 

The Coup d'CEil is certainly 
fh-iking, but, after the (hire of 
wonder and the exclamations of 
panegyric are fatiated and exhauft- 
ed, when the critic and dramatic 
amateur are feated in the briliiani; 
magic circle, to enjoy that fot*^ 
which moft rational men vifit t 
theatre, they will find, with regret, 
that comfoit, and the pleafure of 
diflinftly hearing what is faid on 
the flage, have been wholly facri- 
ficed to architectural grandeur and 
vaftnefe of fpace ; a fpacc, which 
the woeful experience of paft fea- 
fons has feelingly told the mana- 
gers, is never, but on the rare oc- 
cafion of fome peaiiiar temporary 
fiimulus, adequately occupied ; 

Proud to catch cold at a Venetian 
door, 
has repeatedly prefStcd itfelf to 
the imagination as well t& feelings 
of many a fliivering fpedator. 

Mr. 



86 



POET LAUREAT. 



Mr. Sheridan might have been 
taught, without paying fo dearly 
for his knowledge, and without 
exhibiting the degrading fpe^tacle 
of a half finifbed building (that 
unerring iymptom of an empty 
treafury) he might have been 
taught,' that there is a degree of 
fpace, accurately determined by 
reafon and experience, beyond 
which the human voice, however 
artificially affifted, or violently 
ftrained, cannot with efficacy reach. 
For how much focver the rapture 
of an immcnfe receipt may feize 
the imagination, or tempt the ava- 
rice of a manager, he ought never 
to lofe fight of the prior claims of 
the public, to comfort and amufe- 
ment ; or he will, as in the prefent 
cafe, be often obliged to exhibit 
his gilded lattices, his fluccv-es, his 
pilafters, his procc;ffions, his caval- 
cades, his laughing tragedies and 
crying comedies, to empty benches; 
whilft the few who are fo unlucky 
as to be entrapped by the gaudy 
puppct-fliew, will fuffer mifchieis 
not eafily remedied, from damp 
■fpace unoccupied, and from freez- 
ing currents of air ; and a 1 they 
have in return, is a view of appa- 
rently dumb a6tors, whom 'hey 
may like to fee, but, with the ex- 
ception of the fidlers, cannot 
poflibJy hear. 

The public would have been to 
the full as well amufed, and much 
better fatisfied, had the theatres 
prepared for their reception been 
Jefs gawdy and lefs ftupendous, 
without levying additional contri- 
butions on their pockets; contri- 
butions which, in the prefent rage 
for fumpt'uOTs exhibition, they 
would have paid with lefs regret, 
had not the pleafure derived from 



the drama,* and the comfort of 
bearing a good play, been propor- 
tionately diminifhed, if not almoft 
wholly deftroyed. 

POET LAUREAT, a title firft 
invented by the Csefars of 
Germany, perpetuated by cudom 
or by vanity in the Engliih court, 
and conferred at different times on; 
the various and unequal merits of 
a Gower, a Skelton, a Dryden^ a 
Gibber, and a Warton. From 
Auguftus to George the Third, the 
Mufc has too often been flattering^ 
and venal, *^ but it will be difficult 
to produce in any age or country^ 
a fimilar eflabliihment of a ftipen- 
diary poet, who is bound to fur- 
nifh twice a year, a oieafure of 
praife and vei*fe, fuch as may be 
fung in the prefence of the love- 
reign and his court." 

The Delphic laurel, in the my- 
thology of the Greeks confecrated 
to Apollo, and celebrated by the 
enthufiaftic imagination of poets, 
and the gai land of oak-leaves dif« 
tributed to victors in the Roman 
Capitoline games, probably firft 
fuggefted fuch a Jiterary diCHnc- 
tion, which with its various cere- 
monies, was continued to the reign 
of Theodofius, who abolifhed it, 
as a remnant of Pagan fuperfti- 
tion. 

After ages of defolation and 
barharifm, when few could write, 
and few enjoy the pleafures of good 
writing, this title, after due exa- 
mination, was renewed with con- 
fiderable fplendor, in the tender 
and accomplifhed Petrarch, whofe 
name, though his works have been 
configned to oblivion, by certain 
modern critics, has a ftrong and 
jufl claim to gratitude and praife, 
for reviving by precept^ as well ais 
example. 
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example, the fpfrit and ihidies of 
the Auguftan age. 

Various and violent difputes have 
arifen on the fubjeA of Laura ; by 
fome commentators, her exiilence 
has been denied, and by others, as 
ftrongly fupported; whether fhe 
was or was not married, has alfo 
afforded amplematter for difcuifion. 
The Abbe de Sade, who glories in 
being her defcendant, calls her the 
mother of eleven children, naming 
prccifely the date of her birth, 
her marriage, her death, and the 
name of her hufband, Hugues de 
Sade, a citizen of Avignon. 

The identical objeS of a poet's 
Jove, fometimes exiting only in his 
own heated imagination, and fome- 
times real flefh and blood, after fo 
long an interval, cannot be eafily 
aicertained. A laughable flory 
has been circulated at the expence 
of Mr. Merry, on the faith of the 
autlior of the Baviad, who fays, 
that the attention of this gentle- 
man was caught by reading fome 
pretty lines in a newfpaper, to 
which a fonorous outtandifli name 
was affixed, and that in the fervour 
of hit imagination, he the next day 
addrelTed, in a fonnet, the author 
of the verfes, whom he fuppoied 
a female, in the warm raptures of 
poetic love; but it unfortunately 
was difcovered a few days after, 
that the writer was of the mafcu* 
line gender, and if I miftake not, 
an African negro. 

Inthecotiteft concerning L>aura, 
as in many others, zeal and partia- 
lity too often fupply the place of 
evidence and argument : both fides 
may be right in their afTertions, 
concerning the perfon tbey conjider 
as Petrarch's love, but all may ht 
wrong, when their a0erti&ns are 



applied to the real objeA of their 
hero's attachment, I confefs I fee 
no fort of difgrace attached to the 
poet or his miftrefs, from the mere 
circumftance of her being married, 
which the admirers of Petrarch, 
think it their duty {o elaborately 
to refute, and io ftrenuoufly to 
deny. 

I believe few men have palTed 
through hfe without admiring, and 
fometimes celebrating female beau- 
ty and excellence, although pos« 
fefled by another : but it muft be 
extreme ignorance, or extreme 
malice only, that would convert 
vftry inflance of fuch involuntary 
homage to feminine worth, into 
illicit intercourfe. In fuch cafes, 
the dangers of time, opportunity, 
and importunity, cannpt be too 
often, or too ftrongly inculcated. 
But daily inftances occur, in which, 
from the united force of friendihip, 
interefl, and religion, the nuptial 
vow has never been ftained, even 
by what a late writer, irreverently 
calls, the innocent adultery oJF the 
eye. 

The diftin6^ion of Poet Laureat, 
which Petrarch deferved and en- 
joyed, was conferred on Philelpbus 
a fatirical generous, but diftrelFed 
})oet of the fifteenth century, whofe 
Decades and profe epiftles are not 
without entertaining anecdotes of 
his times ; on Taffo who took re- 
fuge from calamity under the pa- 
tronage of Cardinal Aldobrandini ; 
on Querno the buffoon of Leo the 
tenth, and on i£neas Sylvius Pic- 
colomini, afterwards Pope Pius the 
third, who on being prefented with 
a panegyric in verfe by a poet who 
expected pecuniary recoropence, 
gave him the following im- 
promptu. 

Pro- 
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Fro numeris numcros vobis ope- 
rate PoetsB, 

Mutareefl animus carmina, non 
cmere. 
To which the writer with fpirit, 
perhaps with juftice, replied : 

Si tibi pro numeris numeros for- 
tuna dediffet 

Non eflet capiti tanta corona 
tuo. 

To my fair readers who may 
feel the inconvenience of a dead 
language, it may be neceflary to 
explain that the Pope in his two 
lines, expreffed his determination 
to give vcrfe for vei*fe, that he 
would barter but not buy poetiy : 
to this the difappointed expedlant 
replied, that if his Holinefs had 
never met with any other return, 
for the labours of his pen, the triple 
crown would never have encircled 
his head. 

F)PE, ALEXANDER, the 
moft correct and harmonious 
of Engliih poets, evidently, and, in 
the firii: inftance, from his own 
cQnfeffion, aflifled by the rich me- 
lody of Dryden, and the flrong 
imagination of Milton. 

On a writer who has exhaufted 
the copiouihefs of Ruffhead, the 
▼erfatile refinement of Dr. War- 
ton, the candid, well-informed 
criticifin of Spence, and the acute 
precifion of Dr. Johnfon, little re- 
mains to be faid ; yet I cannot help 
acknowledging the pleafant and 
fcientific manner in which the fe- 
cond writer after a paufe of twen- 
ty years, has gradually undermined 
tne untenable alTertions contained 
in his firft volume, concerning the 
genius and writings of the fubjed 
of this article. I only wiih that 
Dr. Wartou, and other men of 
g«nitts like him> and his late bro- 



ther, would often advance fome 
ingenious paradox, for theexercife 
or the amufement of literary cir- 
cles, and that the public might oc- 
cafionally be gratified and im- 
proved, by fuch elaborate, and ju- 
dicious recantations. ' 

" Pope," fays, one of his bitter 
periodic enemies (fpeaking of He- 
loife) and ingenioufly if not fuc- 
cefsfully anfwered by Mils Seward, 
*^ Pope has taken much pains to 
make a penitent Nun, fpeak the 
language of a proflitute.'* The 
afTeition of this gallant champion, 
for the fair but frail reclufe, is not 
without foundation, nor can fuch 
condud be excufed, by the fervid 
imagination of a poet, or the 
tempting opportunity fuch fingular 
adventures afforded, to the creative 
mind of a man of genius, for 
glowing defcription, paifionate lan- 
guage, pi£hirefque imagery, and 
pathetic exclamation. For who 
can read the inimitable epiflle of 
Heloife to Abelard, without expe- 
riencing the alternate impulfc of 
defire, pity, or rage, and lafUy, the 
freezing languor of irrecoverable 
defpair. * 

Yet, in flri£tnefs of fa6^ the 
poem is erroneous, for the unfor- 
tunate Heloife was not fo wholly, 
fo decidedly loft to the importance 
of fair fame, and the world's good . 
opinion, as to decline marriage mt 
her o*wtt account^ or on the licenti- 
ous principks of our poet ; who 
I believe ^ ould have been an ar- 
rant rake, but for the mortifying 
impediments of a diilorted form, 
and a tender conflitution. ** Nup« 
tise non conveniunt cum pbilou>« 
pbo/' Wedlock and its cares are 
unfuitable to the life and habits of 
a man of learning, are the wordf 
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of this accompliihed woman, who 
was coAver&at in fevcral lan- 
guages, as weii as milbiefs of that 
which is the moft inteliigihle, and 
moft forcible of all others, the kui- 
gaaee of the heart. 

She: confidered, (he feniibly con- 
fidered marriage as inconfiileqt 
with the purfuits of her lover, who 
was ambitious of literary fame, 
and fired with the keen ardour of 
polemic controvei^fy, the faihiona- 
ble fcholaftic learning of his day, 
the entities and quiddities of the 
irrefragable Doctor, Duns Scotus, 
&c. Of thefe curious lucubrations 
of Abelard, evidently the produc- 
tions of an acute, but mifguided 
mind, a thick volume is extant, a 
'fpecies of reading, not t^cry ac 
ceptable to readers of the prefent 
times. 

This (htcment, ftri^^ly confident 
with hiftoric truth, but widely 
different from the feiifual and vo- 
luptuous motives, fo feducingly 
difplayed in Pope's epiflle, furely 
places Heloife in a moil amiable 
and endearing point of view. 

I may probably be thought ovcr- 
fcrupulous, and unreafonably fe- 
vere, in wifhing to remove the 
interefling and pleaiing volumes of 
this author, from his ufual ihelf 
in the library. I may provoke the 
cenfurefo oiten pronounced againft 
the prefent age, that the farther 
advances we make in debauchery 
and excefs, the more fcrupulous 
and faftidiouily nice we become 
in our tafte and apprehenfions ; 
that before a life of abandoned 
infamy, we draw a thin and flimfy 
ctirtaiii of prepofterous affectation, 
and fares hardened by the bronze 
of guilt. We plafter and dawb 
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over with artificial blufhesv the 
inefieftual femblance of innocence 
and fenfibility. ^* A rank hypo- 
crite upon record," (fays a late 
writer) ** a profligate, we'll known 
in every ftcw, and poftcd in the 
fpurioos chronicles of every parifh 
in which he hasrefided, (hall rouze 
the indignation of an audience, for 
a minute violation of public de* 
cency, or the moft diftant warm 
allufion in a play or in converfa- 
tion, and (hall condemn a book to 
obloquy and reproach, for the 
ilighteft deviation from ftrift de- 
corum, while the prude and demi- 
rep, who Join in chorus with their 
hero, abufe, yet enjoy the forbiddeii 
firuit." 

Yet I cannot but think the pafr> 
fages, to whole avowed licentious- 
nefs of fentiment and irritating 
voluptnoufncls I have juf^ allud« 
ed, as highly injurious to the man- 
ners of a riling generation, and 
incompatible with that nnfuHied 
purity, fo defirable in female 
minds, and fo very eiTential to the 
welfare of families. I once heard 
a modem Lorenzo, who is men- 
tioned at the $4th page of the firft 
volume of this work, a gay accom- 
plifiied villain, who had killed his 
man, and debauched many wo- 
men ; I once heard him triumph- 
antly declare, that it was his con- 
iiant and regular fyftem, in the 
profecution of his amorous in- 
trigues, to lay certain profligate, 
but well-written memoirs, as it 
were accidentally in the way ; after 
they had produced their natural 
effects, he followed thenv up, by 
reading with due empha^l, iignifi- 
cant gefture, and explanatory com- 
ment, this lufcious poenc), to his 

N infatuated 
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infetuated Vidini^,'i(nd he declared 
(inltigated I hope rattier by ini- 
quitous vanity, than truth) that'he 
never failed of fuccefi. 
' Pope has been latdy accufed of 
Sealing largely, and without ac- 
knowledgment, from ' Theocritus 
and from Milton, who probably 
had been marauding before him r 
I can only apply on this occafion, 
what Claries the Second (with, 
his ufual nonfenfical fifliy oath) 
&id of Dry den, on a fimilar ac- 
cuiation, *^ I wi(h our prefent poets 
«< would commit fuch agreeable 
«* thefts." 

POOR LAWS. A particular de* 
fed in this complex fyflem, 
relating to the arbitrary removal 
of paupers from pariflies, in which 
they have not gained a legal fettle- 
ment, has been lately the fubjed 
of important falutary regulation. 

At a time when fo much has 
been faid of grievance, and fo lit- 
tle done to remove it, I think it 
but juftice, to a fenfible and public 
ipirited member of parliament, 
(Mr. Eaft) to mention, with ap- 
probation, his bill for modifying, 
and, in fome degree, repealing cer- 
tain parts of a ftatute, ungular fof 
alternate and inconfifient traits of 
philanthropy, and hardneis of 
heart. By the claufes lately re* 
pealed, a poor labourer, or an in- 
duftrious mechanic, was expofed 
to the hardfhip of being ignomini- 
oufly hurried, by the fuggeftions 
of felfi(hnei&, or malignity, from a 
fpot, to which he was attached, by 
long aifociation, and in which he 
was enabled to provide comfbrta- 
bly for his family. The remedy 
for fuch evils, as hath been before 
obferved, ** is toibffer every man 



to exert his mtn labour and tagt* 
nuity, which are, in fad, the only 
real property, in whatever manacf 
or pJace'he thinks proper.*' 

The following is part of Mr. 
Crabbe's poem, written in oppofi* 
tion to certain IJtopian defcriptions 
of primitive innocence, and per* 
fed rural felicity; his fportinjg 
Curate, ;!nd the vifitof the parifh 
apothecary to a Workhoufe, 
though well drawn portraits, are^ 
I hope, exaggerated, and notfketch* 
cd from theiife. 

Speakm? of the parifh Poor 
Houfe, *' Here,'' fays the poet, 

■ Laws for ruin'd agp 

provide. 
And ilrong compulfioh plucki 

the fcrap from pride. 
Here, on a matted flock with 

duft o*erfpread, 
The drooping wretch reclinet 

his languid head; ' 
For him no hand the cordial cup 

applies. 
Nor wipes the tear that flagnatet 

in his eyes. 
Anon a figure enters, quaintly 

neat. 
All pride and buiinefs, buftb 

and conceit. 
With fpeed that ent'ring, fpeaki 

his hafte to go ; 

He bids the gazing throng 
around him fly, 

And carries fate and phyflc in ' 
his eye; 

In hafte he feeks the bed where 
mis'ry lies. 

Impatience mark'd in his averted 
eyes, v 

And fome habitual queries hur- 
ried o'er. 

Without 
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Without reply be. nuflies to the 

door ; 
His wpjfted .{Viticnt, now too 

weak to crave 
Affifiaacei mvi^y finks into the 

grave. 
Tbe Curate is Aw MjM&Y dtr 
4eriM: 
A joytnl yontb .who .thinks Us 

Sunday's ttflc* 
As much as God or man qw 

finely jifli. 
.None better flill'd^ .tbe noi(y 

psck to guide. 
To urge their cb^ce, to cheer 

Aena, or to chide; 
Sure in bis ibot, his bicd he 

.felcfom mifty 
And rarely fatl'd to win his 

ginie at whift. 
'£k he arrives, tbe bitter fcene 

iso*er, 
Tbe man, of many forrows, 

fighs no more ; 
Tbe happy dead remains firom 

troubfe free. 
And the glaj parifli, p^ys the 

frugal Ke. 
.In anfwer to Mr. Crabbe, it 
may be iaid, and indeed has been 
obterved by Pope, though he for- 

Ets to mention that an ancient 
d faid it before him; that the 
bufinefs of a writer of pailoral, is 
to iele£t with judgment, the moit 
agreeable and pleaiant circum- 
minces of a rural life, ind to paint 
them in iimple, but attra^ve co- 
lours. Were an author to deter- 
mine to reprefent in his padorai 
the real, ftate of rnftic manners 
lad fituations, .and with truth. and 
h£t for his guides, minutely to de- 
scribe the drudgery, oppreilion, 
jud poverty, the low pleafures and 
multiplied pains, tbe Jaborious 
TOtttband negle^cd 1^ of .the 



plough-man, the milk-maid, the 
cottagier, the little farmer, and the 
peafimt, his work would in efifeft 
he a fatire of the feverdft kind; 
this talk has been undertaken, and 
executed with fpirit, in the poem 
£rom which I have made an n-^ 
trad. 

To conclude, it falb to the Io| 
pf few country curates, .to pUy 
tb^ir rubber . at whifl, k^p ^ geMi> 
in^, or aflbciate with the 'fquire^ 
it is the happinefs of few to epjoy 
or dcierve, like Mr. Crabbe, \bp 
fmiles of the great ; the majori^ 
.of thefe unhappy men pafs their. 
Jives in penury, oblivion, and con,* ' 
tempt; they toil and llarve on 
forty pounds a yeart while their 
principals, who have the troubles 
«f coming down twice a year .tp 
receive their money, are ^eith/^r 
feeding luxurioufly at the chaplain'^s 
table at St. Jameses, or (lumbering 
in prebendsd ((alls. 

POST, FREDERIC CHRISh 
TIAN, a well difpofcd relU 
^ious enthuiiaft, who by inter- 
marrying with their females, and 
by attentively fiudying the cuak 
toms and habits of Indians, and by 
perfonal integrity, exercifed in the 
years 1758 and 17.591 a powerful, 
influence over the warlike tribes of 
Delawar and Ohio ; nations, who 
though untutored in the arts and 
refinements of Europe, had proved 
tbemfelves formidable enemies. 
The (ervices of Poft were highly 
important and well-timed, at a 
period when the profpe6b of £n^ 
land were gloomy and unpropitj- 
ons; the devoted army of Genei:4l 
Braddock, from too great fecurity, 
that pavent of danger, or from thie 
predatory, barrafling, ai^ irregular 
mode of attack«d(»^ by (kvages, 
N a had. 
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had, with their leader, bc^n not 
only defeated, but almod literally 
cut to pieces ; and it was become 
abfolutely ncceffary to take feme 
immediate and effectual means for 
counteraftinj( the intrigue? of 
-ffviice, who, by emiflaries, by 
prefents, by threats, or by mif- 
reprefentatiot), bad feduired from 
our alliance the Shawanefe, and 
other powerful tribes on that tm» 
menfe continent. 

The expedition of General 
Forbes againft Fort Duquefne was 
it this time aifo prepaj^ing; an 
expedition, in which difficulties 
and difaflers, unknown in a Ger- 
man campaign, and dangers not 
to be guarded againfl by military 

Cicaution, were added to tardy 
les, an army on papcr^ provincial 
difputes, (low payments, and a 
commander worn down by anxiety 
and diieafe, and obliged to give 
orders and attend his army on a 
litter. An enemy at one moment 
hovering or howling, the next, 
filently but aifiduoufly watching 
every unguarded moment, to mark 
down fi'om behind a tree, or to 
cut off by furprize every ftraggler ; 
generally invtfible, and for the 
mod part inaoceffible; while the 
feelings of a military maii were 
irritated in the moft vulnerable 
part, by his beft men dropping 
around him, yet compelled by 
mortifying neceifity, to bear the 
attacks o^ but never purfue, a 
•flying horde, who, at moments 
when exhaufted nature was fnatch* 
ing a (hort interval of repofe, 
ruihing ftom precipices, thickets, 
and caverns, with hideous yell, 
diabolic features, and inftruments 
of butchery, ' rather than death, 
were calculated to infpire horror 



and dread in an extraordinary de» 
gree. 

For thefe, and other reafons, I 
have long been induced to confider 
the expedition of Forbes as requir- 
ing, and aAually difplaying thofe 
confummate military requiutes, fo 
rarely united, thb suFPSRiKt 

WITH PATIBUT FiaMMBSS, aS Well 
as ACTINO WITH INTXCPID VI601, 

in a greater degree, than was ex- 
bibited by Wolfe or by Amherfl. 
The events which immediately 
followed the viAories of Quebec 
and Montreal, were, I confefs, 
more rapid and deciiive, and they 
have, on that account, been more 
warmly celebrated by hifhxians, 
poets, and painters. 

But to fecure fuch advantages, 
or even to render the footing of 
the Englifh at all permanent on 
the American continent, it was of 
the firfl confequence to detach the 
natives from their French allies, 
to mitigate refentment, and conci- 
liate friendihip ; and after the war 
bad for fome time been raging, 
with inveterate animofity, where 
was the man to be found, who 
could be prevailed on to expofe 
himfelf to the hardfhips of a long 
and perilous journey, through im- 
menie woods, infdfled with wild 
beads and noxious reptiles, over 
moralfes, fwamps, and mountains ; 
where the tbickeil brakes, moft 
impradticable ravines, and regions 
leaft frequented, were to be ex- 
plored, in order to avoid French 
icoiits, and marauding parties of ^ 
favages, whom to have met before 
any negociator had reached the 
Indian towns, and had. a talk 
with the chiefs, would have been 
certain death. 

After repeated and large rewardr 

had 
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Kad been vainly offered to the few 
who were qualified for the taflc, 
Chriftian Frederic Poft, the fubjea 
of our prefent article, came for- 
ward, and, in tn earneil manner, 
and with folemn ^eihire, fpoke as 
follows. *' If it pleafe the Lord that 
I undertake the journey, and that 
I nltimately find favor in bis light, 
my I reft aflured, that the national 
ludi will be fcrupulouily obferved 
is fuch treaty as I (hall make ? 
for it is with forrow 1 declare, 
that by our treachery and ftatid, 
the charader of an £ngli{liman is 
become a bye-word to the fcorn- 
ful, a reproach in the mouth of 
our CDemies." 

Such is the weight of perfonal 
charafter, or fo well founded were 
the chai^ he made, that he was 
ijftened to with refpedful atten- 
tion, and afliired that whatever en- 
gg^Rieots he entered into, fhould 
religioufly obferved. After firm- 
^ rej^ing every offer of com- 
P^tion for an ad which he de- 
^rcd,andwas generally believed, 
'><>tliing but God's bleffing, and a 
^Qvidion that it was his duty, 
^)id have prevailed on him to 
^''^crtake ; with little more than a 
y^ prefents for the natives, a 
^ip and a ftaff, he plunged into 
«^e wildernefs. 

^^A ilrong, an enthufiaftic, a ra- 
^Oal reliance on Divine Provi- 
^5^cc, appears to have been his 
P^Bcipal fupport under perils, 
JT^ich a European, with his £ng- 
^^H comforts about him, ihudders 
?*^ly to read of. His cloaths and 
r^fh torn by briars and thorns, 
p^lf a night fometimes pafled in a 
^"^ to avoid fome real or fufped- 
^^ danger, and after defcending, 
^^liged to repoie (I fcarcely caa 



think'fleep) 'till day light, drench* 
ed in rain, hungry, fatigued, and 
cold. 

It is not necelTary to dwell on 
adventures which, but for the 
known veracity of the man who 
related them^ would fcarcely be 
credited ; after almoft every fpecies 
of difficulty and diftrefi that rb^ 
mance has invented, or imagina- 
tion can fuggeft, our intrepid tra- 
veller at length approached the 
confines of the Inciian town ; but 
the part he had to ad on his arri- 
val, was not without confiderable 
hazard. He was fufiicientiy ac- 
quainted with the charader of a 
favage, to be convinced, that if he 
did not firfl procure a fi^ht, as well 
as a hearing of the Chiefs of the 
Tribes, he fhould inflantly fall a 
facrifice to the uncontrouled paf- 
fions, and irritated refentments of 
angry individuals. 

Such circumftances required 
coolnefs, intrepidity, and ciixum^ 
fpedion, as well as a certain por- 
tion of agility and ftrength of 
body. After accurately furveying 
the fpot, he conveyed himfelf, un- 
obferved, into a thicket, on a 
rifing ground, near their habita- 
tions, and from this place watched 
till he faw the pedbns with whom 
he firfl wifbed to commence the 
TALK. The moment Chriflian 
Frederic faw a favorable opportu- 
nity, he undauntedly daited from 
his retreat, ruihed towards the 
chiefs, to fome of whom he was 
known, and threw himfelf into 
their arms and protedion ; a call 
iacred in the breafl of an Indian, 
with all his excefles, and feldom 
or never violated. His prefence 
foon excited curiofity and alarm, 
the favages quickly coUeded in 
numbers, 
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siiimbn^i And the Shaurancfe, »n 
tX9fycf9^ and furious tribe, cor- 
rupied by Gallic prefents, and re- 
oolleifttng th«t he was an Englifh 
partizan, attempted to rufli upoo 
him iP^Mi their tomahawks ; 
but his hbfpitable and generous 
friends, who valued him as an old 
acquaintance, refoluteljr protefted 
Poft from their weapons, received 
feveral wounds on their bodies* 
aimed at him, and after much per- 
fuafion, he was permitted to deli* 
a!er his prefents, and explain the 
objeftrof^ his miffion. 
• .A tumultuous difcuffion took 
pla«»e, but the majority, partial tp 
the character of a good man, 
luiown to be a religious obferver 
0I his word, finally accepted hb 
pf&r, while their 4ingry opponents, 
leoeding to the oppofite banks of 
H. river .wbidi waflied their town, 
to brood over thetr difcontents, 
threatened, iknd «ven attempted, 
lo.affiiiffidale the fucce&ful negoci- 
ator. A detachment on the point 
pf fetting out to harrafs General 
forbes was countermanded, and 
the negAciation concluded, by the 
numerous tribes of Indians, who 
inhabit an immenfe tra6t of coun- 
try, entirely •at>andoning the al- 
liance of France. 

Thus, a man of peculiar fimpli- 
,.city of manners, honcfl but un- 
learned, was enabled, by religious 
enthuliafm, knowledge of a certain 
J(ind, and by local habits, to ren- 
.der his country fiich fei-vices, as 
the-mbfl eoiifummate military (kill, 
Ainited with erudition, accomplifh- 
znent, and diplomatic dexterity, 
would have attempted in vain : he 
-returned to enjoy the pratefiil ac- 
Jknowledgements of his coustiy- 
mcfOt.Aad.the approbation of .an 



honefi h^rt, but would never al- 
low that he had performed mone 
than an a^of common duty, as ai 
Chriftian and a man. 

He concludes an account of hia 
journey with a devout prayer, of 
which the following b a part. 
<^ Praife and glory be to the Lamb 
of God, which was (lain for our 
redemption, which conduced me 
in fafety through a land of .perils^ 
jealoufy, and mifiruil, where Sav 
tan, the prince of this world, hat. 
rule and government: blefled be 
the Lord, who hath preferved me 
under all dangers and di£Bcukiea» 
who was my guide through the 
wildernefs, the mire, -the thicLet^ 
And heavy darkneis.*' 

I could not help remarking, that 
in his difierent converfations jvitk* 
the Indians, I mean thofis wh9 
oppofed his deiigfis, the foUowii^ 
ihrewd but natural quedion, o^ 
the part of a native, evident)^ 
perplexed the fincerity and good 
icnie of the envoy. " Why dp 
the Englifh and French come from 
their own countries. to fight ? caii% 
they fettle their difputes at home ? 
You tell us, it is true,, that the 
ground on which we hunt yoo 
have bought at a fair price, but 
remember, voua CQUNTavif air 

ALWAYS MAKE THB POOR IH- 
DIANS STUPID WITH STRONG fPI- 
aiTS, WHSNBV&R THBY M EST TO 
.AGREE FOR A PURCHASE." 

POTT, PERCIVAL,,an En- 
gliih furgeon, and a fcientific - 
writer, remarkable for the clafl&c 
purity of his ftyle, the fcrupolom 
precifion of his definitions, jtad 
omerring clofenefs of argument* 

^' His life," fays.a medical maiif 
,and one of his enthufiaftic ad-^ 
jnirers, to whom lam obliged, fir 

a good 
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» good part of this artielei ** his 
life was a national bleffin^ his 
dc9ath a national lofi ; he eaiarged 
the bounds of art, human mal^y 
flirunk before him ; he was eyes to 
the blind, and feet to the lame/' 

Comparifons have been faid to 
be odious, yet, if bv comparing 
the merits of thofe who have gone 
before, we are able to Simulate to 
ufelui exertion thofe who follow, 
why ihould comparifons be for- 
bidden ? Oppofed to his cotempo- 
raries, Gataker, Caefar Hawkms, 
Bromfield, and Ranby, he was 
eminently fuperior in originality' 
of thought, didadic perfpicuity, 
acnd the iimple graces of genius 
and taile^ which are, when una- 
dorned, adorned the moil. 

He predominated, early in life, 
in a profeffion, which has been 
(kid not to procure the members 
of k bread, till they have ik> teeth 
to eat it, particularly as a confult- 
ing furgeon^ a path generally oc- 
cupied by medical veterans; for 
^fty years he difcharged, with 
fidelity and honor, the appoint- 
ments of furgeon and lecturer to 
a large hdl^ital, and during that 
period, in what quality, as a pro- 
feffional man or a gentleman, was 
he not remarkable for elegance, 
dexterity, and the rarely united 
powers of meliorating the rifing 
I generation by precept, and im- 
proving them by example ? 

Yet there were thofe about him, 
as there are, fortunatelv, about us 
all, to preferve vigilance, and 
fiippreis inordinate exultation, ma- 
ny gotd-naturtd friends, able, and 
ao doubt willing, to mark down 
and proclaim his defeats. Mr. 
Pott, on one occafion, was accufed, 
by a cotemporary, who would 



hover beeh a pood iifpoh^ «nd^ 
from his abilities^ muft have fiie* 
ceededf if he had not uaferniv 
natdy been a bon-vivaat ; he wa» 
accufed, by this fecond Rochefter^ 
in a nnoment of envy or irritation^ 
of too pompous an affedation of 
the employment and alToeiatton of 
the noble and great, to the total 
excluiion of the pleas of difeafd 
and poveity, the duties, the ho& 
pitallties, and the domeilic endear* 
ments of life. — ^This accufetioa. 
was glaringly contradided by Mt^ 
for no man was better qualified to 
communicate, and no man received 
greater pleafure, at the table, the 
nre-fide, or in profeffional converr 
fation, than Mr. Pott. He Was a 
fond fether, a good hufi>and, x 
fuccefsful cultivator of literature ; 
in art an anoateur as well as a con- 
noiiTeur, two chara6ler$ not always 
united. His pecuniary character 
is bed afcertained by the life he 
led, the company he kept, and- 
the fortune he left, which though 
competent and refpefbble, was 
lefs by one-third, than men with 
half his receipts have accumulated. 
^' If a patient ever prefents him- 
felf to Pott," faid the wit, after a 
fecond bottle ; *Mf a patient calls, 
whom he fufpeds of not having a 
five guinea fee in his pocket, he 
always has his hand in the direc- 
tion of his watch firing, and the 
following, or fome fuch fpeech 
ready cut and dried at his tongues 
end." " I muft beg of you »y 
friend to be as concife as pbifible, 
for I am to be at Lady Harring'i' 
ton's, (the oldCountefs was at that 
time an excellent patient) I am to 
be at Lady Harrington's exadly at 
two, and am a very material evi«^; 
dence, in an important caufe in 
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the court of King's bench, where 
I muft be precife^' at three, fo that 
you fee I have not a moment to 
We," I am forry it happened fo," 
iatd a man of rather unpromifing 
appearance, who from the eager- 
nch of his enquiries, had been 
Ihown into the (tudy, (at that 
time in LincoIn*8-inn-fields) ** for 
I am come pod hade, in a chaife 
and. four, which is only gone to 
change horfes, to defire that you 
would inilantly accompany me to 
Lord ■' who being thrown 

from his horfe in hunting, has frac* 
tnred his (kuU ; and as I have the 
honor to be nearly related to him, 
] think it my duty to feek help where 
it can be the foonel^ procured. In 
^ite of obf^acles and entreaties, he 
rufhed to the door, and left Don 
Diego, _as you may fuppofe d— 
ly mortified. 

Ridicule and buffoonery do not 
require truth and matter of fa£^, 
oo which to raife their fuperdruc- 
tures ; this fiory, perhaps a fabri- 
cation of the. moment, was iweli 
told, and calculated to raife a 
long and hearty laugh, at a tavern 
dinner. The company enjoyed 
die joke, admired the humour of the 
mimic, but like other men of a 
fimilar cad, he was admired and 
feared. This man, who with many 
fpoA points, had brought cares on 
bimfelf to drive ours away, was 

5radually neglected, avoided, and 
efpifed, and after a life of pecu- 
niaiy difHculty, and ihabby expe< 
dients, funk into obfcurity, dotage 
and oblivion. 

PRATT, Mr. a pleafing profe 
writer, and, if he could have 
(haken off the idea of making 
books, a refpe^able and harmoni- 
ous verfifier. 



This author, who often exhiUts^ 
in the fiime page, fuch iingular^ 
contrails of briHiancy, and infipiJ 
dity, and who is better known to" 
the world under his aifumed name 
of Courtney Melmoth, had been 
originally a clergyman in North- 
ampto#lhif!e» but yielding to the 
confequences of negleft or indeco* 
rum, feceded from the priedhoocU 
All the intelligence I could procure 
on this fubjea, in a hafty journey 
I once mad? through a part of the 
country where Mr. Pratt had offi- 
ciated, was, from a country female, 
who exclaimed, that he had been d 
tirrible man among the ixjoJrttn, 

His Emma Corbett, is a well 
drav%n tragic piece, but of too 
melancholy a caft, for readers of 
weak nerves, whom I have often 
obferved ftrongly affected by iti 
perufal; he was* accufed by the 
partizans of the mother country, 
of putting all the argument in tb^ 
fcale of the alTerror of American 
independence, the war on that 
contment being the ground work 
of his novel. 

His Pupil of Pleafure, levelled 
againil the deftru£tive eflFe^s of the 
Chefterfield fyftem, I have ever. 
confidered as a mafterly perfor- 
mance ; but he opens the campaign 
of his hero, in fo fafci Rating a 
manner, defcribes his encounters^ 
his victories, and his pleafures, in 
fuch high colouring, and paints cer- 
tain fcenesin a ilile of fuch irritating 
voluptuoufnefs, before the cata^ 
trophe and punifliment of fo much 
villainy take place ; that the aoti^ 
dote is faid to have proved as de£^ 
tru^ive, as the poifon, it waf 
deiigned to counteraft. With a 
view of corte^ing the errors of 

this 
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this Dovely he afterwards publiihed 
his Tutor of Truth. 

Fratt never was popular. — It 

' has been demanded, why ? He 
was (at ieail ten years ago) pleaf- 
ing in his perTon and manners; 
and at table, where there was Ma- 
deira for the complaint in his 
iloinach, he had, for a woman's 
man, much intefefting anecdote 
and ready information ; perhaps he 
trod too clofelv on the heels of pom- 
ppus plaufibihty, and affefled re- 
finement. With many literary, and 
many focial accomplifhments, how 
can we account for his being re- 
ceived, in certain circles, with an 
auk ward kind of cautious referve ? 
This I could only impute to his 
tendency to unceafing panegyric, 
on young men of a certain defcrip- 
tion, with lively imaginations, and 
weli-lined pockets. On thefe af- 
fetors of literary aifociation, he 
is faid to have occafionally levied 
contributions, I mean in the fair 
way of debtor and creditor ; for I 
acquit him of the infamy of gam- 
bling tricks, that modern fafhion- 
able ihabby way, of making ufe of 
a friend. Pratt's condu<Et was rather 
the common, perhaps the juftifia- 

. ble finefle of a clever fellow, who 
could fay good things, and praife 
the man, in profe or rhyme, who 
could not ; but had plenty of gui- 
neas, almofl the only commodity 
which the man of genius was with- 

OUti? 

But there was, I believe, another 
more palpable caufc for the fufpi- 
Cion which operated as a bar againft 
poor Prj^tt getting on. In one of 
nis early produaions, Benignus, 
or Liberal Opinions, he had incul- 
cated a do^ine, (God forbid that 
it ihould be literally true) that a 

VojL.n- 



humane, open-hearted, generous 
man, without a guard on bis con«* 
dud, would, in his journey through 
life, be cheated, plundered, plucked, 
deceived, and, finally, rot in a 
jail ; uqlefs, he exerted againit the 
^Ife, felfilh, mercenary, herd of 
dirty, or of fplenclid fcoundrels, 
we meet at the corner of every 
ftreet, fome of their own low 
arts and manoeuvre), 

I will not fwear to the words, as 
I quote from memory, after a very 
diftant perufa! ; but this was nearly 
the meaning : I with not to plead 
the caufe of an hypothefis, which, 
carried to the extren>e, would 
transform us all to miianthropes, 
and make us pafs each other as 
wolves and tygers; but have I a 
reader, who, laying his hand om 
the right place^ will ferioufly avow, 
that there is not in the world, as it 

f;oes, fome reafon for Pratt's axiom; 
ike others, it muft be taken cum 
grano/alis. 

It was, as might naturally be 
expefted, luftily cried out againft, 
as the doftrine of Machiavel, Ro- 
chefoucault, and Mandeville ; it 
"excited the howl of the precife 
moral ift, and the fnarl of the growl- 
ing fatirifl, who abufed and prac- 
tifed the deceit, and flew, open- 
^lOUthed, on the man who pre- 
tended to tell tales out of fchooL 
It is thus that the raviihed coquette 
mentions the attacks of the liber- 
tine, whom (he has incited, abufes, 
and enjoys. 

In a fuppofed vacancy of the 
Laureatfhip, Mr. Pratt has been 
introduced as a competitor, by a 
modern rhymer, who thus defcribes 
the mctamorphofis of the noble- 
man, appointed to decide on the 
various merits of the caxididates, 
O and 
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and has the difpofal of the poll in 
queftion. 

But 'ere the Court comroenc'd, 

a change was made, 
A not imneedful change in 

Sarfb'ry's head ; 
For Court precedence, and for 

etiquette, 
A change of mourning, and a 

ball room feat ; 
Precifion nice in fwords, and 

coats, and bags, 
A Lord's blue ribbon, or a 

footman's tags ; 
For all thofe bagatelles which 

courtiers fay, 
Muft grace the man who wears 

the golden key ; 
Poetic knowledge, criticifm fub- 

lime. 
To judge of metre, and decide 

on rhyme; 
To weigh in fcale exa6t, each 

poet's merit. 
Which few improve, and fewer 

flill inherit. 
Such the rare gifts beftow'd 

upon him now. 
Soon as the Court breaks up, 

his fapient brow 
Sinks to foft fmiles, nod, chat, 

and ready bow. 
Thus have I feen, oh were he 

but ftili living. 
To make us laugh, at which 

fuch fools are ftriving ; 
Thus have I feen, king David, 

king of aftors. 
Who rul'd, at Drury, goddcfles 

and hectors. 
Give empires, crowns, and pro- 
vinces away. 
And pour out bounty, as he 

pour'd out tea ; 
The curtain dropp'd, at home, 

we all agreed. 
He was a tatie meager indeed. 



Without waiting to produce the 
various inftances of Mr. Garrick's 
frequent and well direfted bene- 
volence and generofity, in contra- 
di6lion to this farcafm from the 
man of rhyme; I proceed to in- 
troduce, in his words, the fubje^k 
of our prefent article : 

^r Pratt next advanc'd 

to fpeak ; 
Once Courtney Melmoth, (ia 
a youthful freak) 

With honey'd flatt'ry, his long 
pra6^ic'd trade. 

His foft attack upon the peer he 

made: 
Illuftrious fon, of an illuftrious 

fire. 
Whom poets worfhip, and whom 

all admire ; 
In ev'ry feature of thy godlike 

face. 
Shines attic wit, true judgement, 

fenfe and grace. 
Oh, thou art all — *Arreft thy 

cloying treat,' 
The peer reply'd, * the dofe is 

much toolweet;' 
'Tis true, we love the foothing 

voice of praife. 
When well wrapp'd up in fmooth 

and artful lays ; 
But praife, like thine, is quite 

another matter. 
So undeferv'd, 'tis the fevcreft 

fatire. 
With hand, unfkilful, to the 

work you ruih, 
And dawbing trowel, not a fine 

hair'd bruih ; 
Mere lamb or veal, or beef, 

difguft the glutton, 
Ragou'd, he'll fwallow ram for 

Banflead mutton ; 
With raptures fwalloW| liken 

iharp-let wit* 

Of 
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Of what, plain-drefs'd, he had 

not touched a bit. 
Thus, pleafant Warren, when 

he gives a pij], 
A gilded coat he orders oeV it 

^ill; 
However good the purpofe it 

perform 
It muft be given in a proper 

form: 
Or the iick patient naufeating 

throws, 
Full in the doctor's face, the 

mawkilh dofe. 
And yet, of merit, fmall is not 

thy (hare, 
In Freedom's caufe you urge the 

generous war ; 
Thy well-turn'd verfe, with gent- 
ly pleading drains, 
. Lulls the poor captive, in his 

galling chains ; 
The Negro fees the cruel over- 

feer, 
Soften his look, unbend his 

brow fevere. 
Thy landfcapes too, peculiar 

merit have. 
Where Fancy gilds the fcenes 

which Nature gave ; 
But recolleft, nor let it be" 

effac'd, 
Defcriptive poetry fatigues at 

lad. 
When neither fafts or nar- 
rative are trac'd. 

Speaking of Emma Corbett, the 
writer from whom I quote tells 
him, at lead the Chamberlain tells 
him, it is a work ; 

■ Your future feme which 

firmly feals, 
While every eye the fo£t fuffu- 

fion feels. 
Pleafure's warm pupili who for 

Staobope rage$| 



Tho' knowledge of the heart 

pervades the pages ; 
Tho' meant againd Lord Chef* 

terficld to tell. 
Splits on the felf.fame rock you 

paint fo well. 
As to religion, touch not that 

again, 
Tho' meaning well, you hurt it 

- with your pen ; 
And like Soamc Jenyns foiling 

in your end, 
Injure the caufe you eday'd to 

defend. 

PRATT, EDWARD, an offi, 
cer in the feivice of the Ead 
India company,, and half brother 
to a venerable -and illudrious peer 
of the fame name, - who dnce my 
former impreition, has quitted the 
fcene, to enjoy the. rewards of pa» 
triotifm and public fpir it. 

This lingular- character is pro- 
duced as a remarkable indance of 
unconquerable taciturnity, and te- 
nacious accuracy of memory. 
Though by no means an avaricious 
man, he always preferred the up^ 
per floor of a houfe for his red- 
dence, on account of its tranquil 
Ihy; and regularly, without depart* 
ing once from his rule for twenty 
years, while on diore, dined in a 
room by himfelf, at a tavern, con- 
fuming daily throughout the year^ 
a folitary bottle of port, without 
intoxication. He was ffpldoo^ t^eard 
to fpeak, but no circunodance, 
however urgent,. cQulcj prevail on 
him to break dlence at whid, the 
favourite amufement of his life ; 
and at the conclufion of each ^ubr 
bcr, he could corre^ly call aver 
the cards, in the exa6t order in 
which they were played, as well 
as the perfons from whofe hands 
they feu, and enumerate various 
O a inflancei 
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\nSttLfict$ of error or dexterity in 
his aiTociates, with pra^ical re- 
marks. 

This exertion of the retentive 
powers, though exercifed on a 
triffling occafion, was often doubt- 
ed, and as often afcertained by 
confiderable wagers, or argumentum 
od cmmenam^ the favourite, and 
where both parties have money, 
the dccifive argument of the pre- 
fent age ; better qualified for draw- 
ing out a purfe, than producing 
acute rcafpning, or elaborate invef- 
tigation. So averfe was Mr. Pratt 
to ufing his tongue, that he chofe 
to forego many little fatisfadions 
and comforts, rather than be at ^he 
pains to a(k for them; the endearing 
chit chat of friendihip and affec- 
tion, the focial fmall talk of do- 
meftic life, the lively intercourfe 
and fpirited converiation of po- 
lifhcd circles, which the fons of 
folitude fomctimes relilh, and are 
often beft able to join in and enjoy, 
he feduloufly avoided, perhaps 
was unqualified to tafte. 

In his voyages to the eaft, he 
might be compared to the Afiattc 
mute, or the vifionary quietift, 
whofe eyes and thoughts are im- 
jnoveably rivetted by infpiratioa, 
madnefs, or emptinefs, to the 
legion of the navel: he often 
doubled the Cape without opening 
his lijis ; and on a certain occafion, 
the Ihip having been detained by 
a long calm, to an Engiiih failor 
fer more diftreifing than a temjjef- 
tuous fea : the anxious and difpiri- 
ted crew were at laft revived by 
the wi(hed-for breeze fpringing up. 

A few days after the welcome 
tidings of land were prbclaimcd 
from the top-rtiaft ; while the offi- 
cers and fliip^ cwnpwiy ww« con- 



gratulating each other on the ap- 
proaching comforts of terra firma, 
the features of Mr. Pratt were 
obfervcd to alter. '* I knew you 
would enjoy the thoughts of land," 
faid the'firft officer, to our fpecial 
original : " I faw it an hour before 
the carelefs ragamuffin aloft," were 
the firft, the laft, apd the only 
words he uttered during the voyage. 

He, who for monchs has been 
either pent up in the foetid exhala- 
tions of a {hip's hold, the difguft- 
ing clofenefs of a dog-hole between 
the decks, or been orenched, melt- 
ed, or frozen on the (Iirouds or a 
quarter-deck, will join in furprize, 
and is beft qualified to eftimatc 
fuch unnatural, fuch ftoic apathy. 
This general coftivenefs of fpeech, 
fuch unfocial referved behaviour, 
probably originated from ill treat- 
ment on his firft voyage, and a fub- 
fequent, hafty, unfavourable opi- 
nion of his affbciates, the boifter- 
ous fons of the waves; an ill- 
founded, an ungenerous prejudice, 
in which he was fupported by a 
fenfible and learned writer, whofe 
Goliah faculties were at times de- 
bafed by the puerile infatuations of 
a pigmy. 

I prefer a prifon to a (hip, faid 
6r. Johnfon, for you have alwajrs 
niore room, and generally better 
company. This illiberal farcaftn, 
from a man who knew and taught 
better things, deferved, and in 
certain circles would have expe- 
rienced the chaftifement of a cane^ 
could a man have been found, 
Efficiently bold to encounter the 
formidable quarter-ftaff of the 
moralift, which was once fufficient- 
ly terrific to filence the gaUant, 
but not the juftifiabie menaces, of 
Mr. Macpherfon, who attempted to 
. , . throw 
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throw his fword into the critical 
balance, which admits only found 
argument, and a clear ilatecnent of 
faas. 

PRESENCE OF MIND. In 
the hurry and horror of a po- 
pular infurredion, or any other 
urgent calamity, how few of us are 
able to poiTefs a colle^ed mind ? , 

The populace of Paris, infiam- 
ed^ by reientment, and probably 
ftimulated by apt emiflaries, had 
rcfolved to deftroy the houfe of the 
unfortunate Monf. D'Efpremcnil, 
a gentleman unhappily marked 
from the commencement of the 
Revolution, for the recency of his 
nobility, (I believe of a date fcarce 
exceeding twelve years), and his 
. avowed prominent oppoiition to 
the eftabliChment of a Tiers Etat. 

As the decifions of a mob are 
generally executed as rapidly as 
they are conceived, the frantic 
multitude haftened to the fpot, but 
were furprized and filenced on 
their arrival at the devoted houfe» 
9t being addreifed from an upper 
wi«iow, in the following manner: 
«^WIiofe houfe do you propofe 
fetting fire to ?" " The infamous 
D'Efpremenil's," was the anfwer. 
** Then it cannot be this houfe, for 
I -bought and paid for it but a few 
years fince, and he was only the 
tenant. Would you burn the fur- 
niture? It is the upholfterer's : 
Would you deftroy his wife ? She 
IS the property of the public : 
Would you kill his children? 
Tbcy may be your own." 

This fingular addreis was effica- 
cious, and the croud returned to 
the Jardin de Palais Royale, that 
focus of the French Revolution, 
frooA which it has fincc takca ks 
name. 



PRESSING, a mode of procur- 
ing mariners for public fervice 
in cafes of emergency, violent, 
alarming, and often dangerous; 
bearing hard on a ufefixl body of 
men, whofe expofure to the war* 
rii^ elements, teems to render ad- 
ditional calamity unnecefiary, and 
apparently inconfiftent with the 
genious of a free govemnoent. 

Yet this harfh proceeding, fo 
contrary to Britiih liberty, ieems 
a prerogative inherent in the 
crown, from general immemorial 
ufage, grounded on common law ; 
and though not dire6tly, and in 
exprefs terms, authorized by any 
particular ftatute, is recognized by 
many adts of parliament, which it 
is not reafonable to fuppofe would 
mention a pra6tice, illegal and re- 
pugnant to the principles of the 
conftitution, without lorne mark 
of difapprobation. 

War is confefledly a great evil^ 
and prefiing, one of the mifchiefa 
that accompany it, but it is a 
maxim in law, as well as found 
policy, that private mifchiefs muft 
be fubmitted to, for the prevention 
of national calamity, and a greater 
calamity cannot be imagined, than 
to be weak and defencdefs at fea, 
in time of war. I will not harrais 
the reader or myfelf, by a long 
and pompous recitation of ads, 
from the petitions, -as they were 
tiien ftiled, of the fifty feventh year 
of the reign of Edward the Third, 
to the ftatute of the Second and 
Third of Philip and Mary, which 
*^ layeth a penalty- on watermen, 
for obftinately withdrawing and 
hiding themfelvcs in fecret places 
and out-comer?, 'till the time of 
preffing is over-paflcd." 

I uxne at once to that aufplci. 

ous 
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oas period, the revolution , when 
the principles of liberty were un- 
derflood and alTerted. During the 
reign of King WilHam, as well as 
that of Queen Anne, perfons under 
certain qualifications, and of a cer- 
tain delcription, were exempted 
from preffing, under proper pre- 
cautions, to prevent abufe. Thefe 
exemptions, clearly and incontefli- 
bly pre-fuppofe and prove the ex- 
pediency, the neceflity, and legality 
of prclfing, as without fuch re- 
medies or proteftions, the law 
confiders every feaman as liable 
and fubje6t to an inconvenience, 
unavoidable in a maritime country. 

This fubject, which was thought 
important by that great conftituti- 
cnal lawyer, that honeft man, Sir 
Michael Fofter, (to whom I am 
indebted for the little I know re- 
lating to it) will, I hope, be con- 
^dered as not wholly unworthy the 
attention of general readers, ftript 
of technical phrafe, and legal jar- 
gon; as it may tend to the quieting 
of men's minds, when they fhall be 
convinced that this temporary in- 
vafion of perfonal liberty, after 
other various and ineffe^uai me- 
thods of manning the navy have 
been repeatedly tried, is neceflary 
for the welfare, and even the ex- 
igence of the flate, and that it is 
the law of the land ; obferving that 
the queftion of preffing freemen or 
landmen, is not at all affected by 
this declaration. 

I ihould hope that this undif- 
guifed (latement of a queilion, 
which has often afforded matter of 
declamation to fuperficial dabblers^ 
would (limulate all who are im- 
mediately or remgtely concerned 
iA commanding, or fupplying the 
wants of the Britifh navy, to exert 



themfelves, in alleviating the hard- 
ihips, and adminiilering to the 
comfort of Englifli feamen, who 
perhaps at the moment of return 
nrom a long and perilous voyage^ 
are thus expofed by the hard law 
of inexorable neceflity, to be fud- 
denly dragged from the deareil ob- 
jg6^s of love, and donieilic affec- 
tion, to feek for wounds and death, 
amidfl the raging of tempefb, and 
the noife of many waters. Their 
fhare of prize-money, notwith^ 
(landing certain laudable improve- 
ments lately enforced, is confcf- 
fedly fmall and inadequate to their 
toil and danger, while that of the 
commander in chief, is enormous^ 
beyond all reafon and proportion* 
While the crown is thus con- 
fefledly authorized to raife mari- 
ners for the navy, on great national 
emergencies, and under urgent 
necemty, I am inclined to think 
an a6tion might be brought with 
advantage, by an impreifed man, 
againft a minifler, who on every 
idle occafion, of obflinacy, whim, 
or caprice, was fitting out aqpa- 
ments, at an immenfe national 
expence, and to the injury and 
oppreffion of commerce and pri- 
vate individuals: armaments too 
often commencing in puerile blus« 
ter and menace, and ending in the 
moil humiliating fubmiiHon and 
difgrace. 

PRINCIPLES and Manners of 
the Times, an Eftimate of; a 
once popular work of Dr. Brown, 
a favourite, and, with all his fplen* 
did endowments, a fulfome flatteret 
of the Bifhop of Gloucefler; in- 
deed, on a certain occafion, they 
were called Robin Hood and Little 
John ; and on another, the Lioa 
and JackalL 

la 
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In a Ityle highly animated, and 
ia elegant language, but with a 
confiderable degree of the War- 
burtonian arrogance. Dr. Brown 
draws a melancholy pifture of the 
decline of public fpirit and private 
virtue ; he does not call it an aban- 
doned, wicked, profligate age, but 
a vainy a luxurious, a felfifh, and 
an eflfeminate one. From thefe, 
and other circumftances, he pro- 
phecies national ruin and difgrace ; 
but the fplendid fuccefles which 
foon followed, and the commer- 
cial profperity of Great Britain 
attaining a height unexampled, the 
Do£kor was pronounced a falfe 
prophet ; his book loft its credit, 
and the writer, fome years after, 
fell a fiicrifice to defpondency, 
from the difappointment of certain 
expe6hitions he had formed from 
the munificence or the gratitude of 
the Czarina. 

This modern Cenfor, this fecond 
Cato, who is faid to have enjoyed 
many of the pleafures which he fo 
icverely lafhcs, feems to have for- 
gotyr that the fame charges have 
been brought againft every nation, 
which has attained wealth and 
power. Who will, who can, or 
who ought, to prevent a man, up 
to his neck in rouleaus and India 
bonds, from gratifying his incli- 
nation for elegance, fplendor, and 
refinement ? I have, on another 
occafion, pointed out two families 
in this country, in which, if nei- 
ther a co^tefted election, a gam- 
bler, a fpendthrift, a zealous party- 
man, or an endower of hoipitals, 
ihould occur for three generations, 
^ it will be as calamitous a circum- 
fiance for England as can poffibly 
ifappen ; however oppofitc to mo- 
ral n&itudei ruinous to the indi- 



vidual, or unfortunate to his offs. . 
pring, it may prove. 

The oft' repeated advantages of 
fuch a difpofition, in dimiling 
comfort and accommodation to 
artifts, handicrafts, and mechanics. 

Health to the fick, and to the 
hungry, bread, 
is an argument which it is not eafy 
to anfwer, yet, perhaps, unlafe to 
indulge in its utnioft latitude. 

Whilft the good fenfe of the 
prefent age yields to and acknow- 
ledges the expediency of gratifying 
human foibles, and while the fa^ 
cinating temptations of wealth are 
indulged with a due regard to mo- 
rality and decorum, we have, per- 
haps, attained the fahitary medium 
between unfatisfa<5Vory thriftinefs 
and exhaufting diffipation ; and, 
as is clearly the cafe in a thoufand 
inftances before our eyes, the fu- 
perfluities of the rich man will be 
often directed to the laudable chan- 
nels of charity and benevolence. 

Forty years have almoft elapfed 
fince the following picture of the 
manners of the Englifli capital wa? 
iketched ; how far it is applicable 
to our prefent circumftances, it is 
not my bufinefs or inclination to 
decide. 

•* The firft and principal article 
of town-effeminacy, is that of drefs, 
which, in all its variety of modern 
excefs, is too low for ferious ani- 
madverfion ; yet in this, muft every 
man, of every rank and age, em- 
ploy his mornings, who pretends 
to keep good company. The 
wifeft, 'the moft virtuous, the mpft 
polite, if defective in thefe exterior 
and unmanly delicacies, are avoid- 
ed as low people, whom nobodr 
knows, and with whom one 1$ 
alhamed to be feen. 

"No 
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** No man of fafhion can crofs 
the ftreet in which he lives, to 
dine, without the effeminate co- 
vering and conveyance of a chair. 
Wherever he goes, he meets the 
fame delicacy ; warm carpets are 
(bread under his feet, hangings 
iurround him, doors and winoows^ 
nicely jointed, prevent all poffibi*. 
Hty of entrance to the rude exter- 
nal air. Vani^ lends her aid to 
the unmanly fpe6tacle ; fplendid 
furniture, a fumptuous iideboard, 
a train of attendants, an elegant 
and coftly entertainment, for which 
earth, air, and feas, are ranfacked ; 
czpenlive wines from the Conti- 
nent, and the childifh vagaries of 
a whimiical defert, are the fupreme 
pride of the mafter, the admira- 
tion or envy of his guefts. 

** Luxury is not idle in her pro- 
vince, but (hares with her filler 
Vanity, in the labours of the day. 
High foups and fauces, every mode 
of foreign cookery, that can quick- 
en tafte, and fpur the lagging ap- 
petite, is ailiduoudy employed. 

*^ A knowledge of books, a taile 
in arts, a proficiency in fcience, 
was formerly regarded as a proper 
qualification for a man of elevated 
condition ; but reading is now 
funk into a morning's amufement, 
'till the important hour of drcfs 
arrives, a gentle relaxation from 
the tedious rounds of pleafure. 

** But what kind of reading 
fiad that be, which can attra<5l or 
entertain the languid fpirit of mo- 
dern effeminacy, and prevent the 
infupportable toil of thinking ? 
Weekly eflays, novels, plays, and 
irreligious pamphlets, together with 
a general haih of thefe, ferved up 
in fi>aie monthly mels of dullneu, 



are the meagre, literary diet, of 
town and country. 

" The principle of honour is 
either lofl or totally corrupted, our 
ambition is trifling, our pleafures 
are unmanly. In fuch a general 
defeat of religion and honour, can 
we exped to find a place for the 
love of our country ? Shew and 
pleafure, and the means of pro- 
curing them, are the main obje6b 
of purfuit. The clergy need not 
blufli that they have fallen with 
the fame, the manners, and the 
principles of their country ; the 
worthy part of them cannot afpire 
to truer gloiy, than to have be* 
come obje6b of contempt to thofe - 
who are the contempt or Europe.** 

It may be curious to contrail 
this character of his countrymen, 
whom Dr. Brown has thus feverdy 
depii^ed, as in the lafl flage of de- 
generacy, with his fingular pi^re 
of our Gallic neighbours. 

" The French have virtues and 
vices, ilrengths and weakneiles, 
refpe^able, inconfident, and ap- 
parently Incompatible with jsach 
other. Effeminate, yet brave ; in- 
fi ncere, yet honourable; hpfpita- 
bie, not benevolent ; vain, yet 
fubtle ; fplendid, not generous ; 
warlike, yet polite ; plaufible, not 
virtuous; mercantile, not mean; 
in trifles ferious, gay in enterprize ; 
women at the toilette, heroes in 
the field ; in conduct decent, pro* 
fiigate at heart ; divided in opi- 
nion, in a6lion united ; weak in 
manners, firong in principle ; con- 
temptible in private life, m publiOi 
formidable." 

Dr. Brown's work excited much 
fevere criticifm, and in his attenwt 
to defend himfelf, he was acci;uloi 



PSALIVIANAZAR. 



20S 



of fiJfe reafoning, fophiftry, vani- 
ty, and prefumption; he affedled 
to treat his adverfarics with con- 
teftipt, but was extremely chagrined 
sind mortified. They afrerted, that 
the ftate of the kingdom was a 
tomplete refutation of his book ; 
that funky as he had defcribed it, 
in effeminacy, cowardice, and fel- 
fifh fenfualitv, it had chaflifed its 
enemies by fea and land, and that 
the literary charafter of the age had 
been refcued from the fcurrilous 
fiircafms he had poured forth, by 
Works which would be perufed 
with plcafure, when his gloomy 
declamations would be loft and 
forgotten. Such is the power, the 
ibothing power of felf-approbation, 
that the Do^or triumphantly de- 
duced, from the effeds of bis hook^ 
the public profperity. 

** If I may hazard a remark on 
the converfation talents of a l^rench- 
fnan,'' fays a late writer, •* I would 
^iie them for equanimity, but 
cenfure them for infipidity. Ori- 
ginally of thought, and vigorous 
expremon, are fo entirely excluded, 
that charafters of ability and ina- 
nity nearly meet on a par. Tame, 
elegant, uninterefting, and polite, 
tfaey converie without inftru6tion, 
and depart without offence. 

*• Where there is much polifh, 
3rou have little argument, and if 
you neither argue or difcufs, what 
IS converfation ? Good temper 
and eaiy manners, it muft be con- 
fefled, are the firft ingredients for 
fociable chat, but wit and know- 
' ledge muft break into fome ine- 
qualities, or converfation is like a 
journey on an endlels^/i" 

To certain Gallic republicans, 
with whom I lately affociated, this 
Ikctcli 18 wholly inapplicable ; there 
" Vol. II. 



appeared to me more danger of 
thefe gentlemen, with all their 
powers and all their endowments, 
lapfing into an oppofite extreme. 

PRIOR, MATTHEW— for a 
curious fpecies of domeftic 
oeconomy, and his reafons for 
praftifing it, fee Elwes, John. 
ipROFESSION, or Bufmefs, a 
Jl dependence far preferable to 
the fplendid, but deceitful funftiine 
of court patronage. See Williams, 
Mr. 

PRUSSIA.FREDERIC,KING 
OF, his fcrupulohs obfervance 
of the property of his fubjefts, iri 
two infbnces. — See Arnold, John. 

PSALMANAZAR,GEORGE, 
a man of learning, a cunning 
impoftor, and one of the writers 
employed in compiling the Uni- 
verfal Hiftory, a talk which he 
appears to have executed with fuf- 
ficient (kill and fidelity. 

This adventurer, who attracted 
in his time, no fmall attention^ 
was firft noticed by a Colonel Laii* 
der, in the garriion of Sluys, at 
which place, a wanderer from his 
parents and country, and under 
the prefTure of extreme poverty, 
he l^d enlifted as a private foldier. 
But he induftrioufly and artfully 
circulated a ftrangc ftory, that he 
was a native of the Ifland of For- 
mofa, converted from idolatry by 
certain miffionaries of the fociety 
of Jefus, and that he was obliged 
to fly from the vengeance of tSe 
Japanefe, whofe hatred has been 
defcribed as particularly virulent 
againft Chriftianity in all its forms. 

The fingularity of his relation, 
and the apparent fimplicity of his 
manners, induced tne Colonel, 
and Innes, his regimental chaplain, 
an unprincipled profligate, to take 

P him 
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him under their proteftion ; he 
accompanied them to England, and 
was foon after introduced to the 
Bifhop of London, who liflened 
to his account with pity.and im- 
plicit faith, became his patron, 
contributed gencroufly towards his 
fupport, and rewarded with confi- 
derable 4)referment, Innes, who 
was aware of, and had early de- 
leted the cheat, but confidered it 
as a convenient ftep to patronage. 

The artful conduft of the ftran- 
ger, in producing and fpeaking a 
bnguage, alphabet, and grammar, 
purely of his own invention, and 
nis eating raw meat, roots, and 
herbs, foon rendered him an ob« 
jeft of public notice, and occafion- 
cd much curious difquifition be- 
tween many characters of the firft 
rank in church and ftatc. The 
keen-eyed fcepticifm of the Doc- 
tors Halley, Mead and Woodward, 
refcued them, however, from the 
charge of blind credulity, in which 
many of their refpe6table cotem- 
poraries were involved ; thefe gen- 
tlemen had cried down Pfalmana- 
2ar as an arrant rogue, from the 
beginning. Yet, what pretence, 
however vain, what abfurdity, 
however palpable, need fhrink 
from enquiry, or dread detection, 
in a city, where that genius of 
nonfenfe, Dr. Graham, May erf- 
bach, and animal ma^netifm, have 
met with zealous difciples, and 
warm encouragement ? 

The moft fanguine hopes of the 
impoilor, could he have iilenced 
the acculation of his own heart, 
appear to have been crowned with 
fuccefs, and he derived liberal con- 
tributions from the pity, the curio- 
fity, or the folly of mankind, who 
confidered it tneir duty, as Chrif- 



tians and as men, to prote6t an 
unfortunate fugitive, who had fuf- 
fered in the caufe of truth. 

He drew up, in Latin, an ac- 
count of the Ifland of Formoia, a 
confiftent and entertaining work, 
which was tranflated, and hurried 
through the prefs, had a rapid fale, 
and is quoted, without fufpicion, 
by BufFon ; whiift his adherence to 
certain (ingularities in his manners 
and diet, gathered from popular 
opinion, or from books, confide- 
rably (Irengthened the impofition, 
for the carrying on of which he 
was eminently qualified, by poilef^ 
fing a command of countenance, 
temper, and recolle£lion, which 
no perplexity, rough ufage, or 
crofs examination, could ruffle or 
derange. 

His memory was at the (ame 
time fo correctly tenacious, that 
after the exercife of habit, in ver- 
bal arrangement, on being defired 
to trandate a long lid of Englifh 
words into the Formofan language, 
they were marked down without 
his knowledge, and his credit was 
confiderably corroborated by his 
corre^ly affixing the fame terms 
to the fame words, op the ques- 
tions being repeated, three, fix, or 
even twelve months afterwards. 
In this manner his impoihire had 
been firft difcovered by Innes, but 
this difgrace to his cloth fupprefled 
what he knew, and joined in the 
fraud, from finifter motives. 

By favour of the Bifhop of Ox^. 
ford, who proved a warm advocate 
in his caufe, Pfalmanazar was ena« 
bled to improve himfelf in his 
ftudies, and convenient a^rtments 
were provided for him in one of 
the colleges at that univerfity. To 
imprefs his new neighbours at this 
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place with proper ideas of his in- 
tenfe and. uncealing application, it 
was his cuftom to keep lighted 
candles in his room during the 
night, and to fleep in an eafy 
chair; that his bed-maker, finding 
his bed untumbled (and not failing 
to repeat the circumftance) might 
not (uppofe he indulged in fo un- 
philofophical and illiterate a re- 
firefhment, as going to bed : he 
would alfo occafionally lament the 
noife and interruptions of certain 
young men in an adjoining apart- 
ment, who preferred the joys of 
wine and good fellowfhip, to foli- 
tude and midnight fludies. 

On his return to London, he 
drew up, - at the defire of his ec- 
clejQaftic friends, a Vcrfion of the 
Church Catechifm, in what he 
called his native tongue, which was 
examined by the learned, found 
regalar and grammatical, and pro- 
nounced a real language, and no 
counterfeit* By thefe and other 
conciliating arts, the fupplies of 
his patrons continued liberal, and 
he was enabled to lead an idle, in 
fome inflances, when he was 
thrown off his guard, an extrava- 
gant, and, it is to be feared, occa- 
uo;ial]y an immoral life : he was 
accufed of engaging in amorous 
intrigue with certain females, more 
dif^inguiflied for rank and wealth, 
than purity of manners, or correct 
condu£^. 

As the perfon of our Formofan 
was far from being attra6^ive, his 
becoming a favorite with women, 
who boafled, that the flower of 
the army, the law, and the church, 
were at their command, may ap- 
pear remarkable. But, when once 
the'iacred modefly of nature has 
been o'crleaped, there ieem to be 



no bounds to the extravagant ec- 
' centricities of female whim and 
caprice. One of thefe female 
knights errant, who afterwards 
appeared in another cbara^er^ is 
faid to have declared, in her ufual 
lively way, " I pofitively (hail 
never be eafy, 'till I have been 
introduced to this ftrange man 
with a hard name, who has been 
converted by the Jefuits, fled from 
Japan, and eats raw meat in En- 
gland." 

But many of his friends werp 
offended by fuch condu6^, the cri- 
tics^ and, among others. Dr. 
Douglas, ** the fcourge of impof- 
tors, the terror of quacks,"' could 
not refl, *till their doubts and in- 
credulity were juftified ; they point- 
ed out various abfurdities, and 
many contradiffions, in his nar- 
rative, as well as \n hjs declara- 
tions, he was gradually lowered in 
the public eflcem, his early bene- 
factors filently withdrew their fup- 
port ; — the fraud was generally un- 
derftood, and the capricious f«//r- 
Sility of the public, which is fo 
eager at firfl to fwallow barefaced 
improbability, was foon converted, 
by a natural procefs, into the ma- 
lignity of irritated pride, and th^ 
mean refentment of mortified va- 
nity ; while thofe who had origin 
nally given warning againfl impdf^ 
ture, did not forget to increafe the 
confufion of their opponents, by 
ridicule and farcafm. 

The fituation of this degraded 
man became critical ; deteAed, 
and almofl deferted, his fubfiftence 
was precarious, but having dif- 
played in his aflum.ed character, 
confiderable abilities^ and having 
cultivated an extenfive acquain- 
tance with a clafi of men, who 
Pa have 
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have been prptioun^cd the beft 
patrons of literary adventure, he 
was employed by the bookfellers 
in a periodic pubfication, and laftly 
\n the accurate and ufeful, but dry 
and laborious undertaking of a 
yniverfal Hiftory, a confiderabk 
pprtion of the anticnt pjart of 
^hich, was committed to his care. 
He did not, during his life, in 
^y forcpal manner, proclaim his 
impofition, and could never be 
prevailed on, to difclofe his real 
name and country (fuppofed to be 
thefouth of France) that he might 
not difgrace his family ; yet he did 
iot fcruple confeffing his fraud to 
^nfidential friends, with tears an4 
^ompun61;ion. His repentance was 
^cere, in the opinion of Dr. 
Johnfon, who ufed to fay, th^t 
the forrows of Pfahnanazar, iA 
faking of his deception, were 
heartfelt, ftrong, and energetic, like 
tbofe of Peter, after the denial of 
|>is Saviour, when he went out^ 
and wept bitterly. It was no com- 
mon grief, arifing from blafted 
Lopes, but a real hatred of himfelf 
iK>r the crime he had committed^ 
and a dread of that punifliraent he 
vas confcious hie deferved ; a pu- 
niihment which contrition and 
i)ivine mercy only, were able to 
^vert. His frame on thefe occa- 
fions was ihaken and convulfed, 
bis face drowned in tears, and his 
utterance choaked with fobs; a 
ipe^^acle which no feeling man 
could behold without emotion, or 
deny to fuch anguiAi» the merit of 
£ncerity, and the probable reward 
of Divme acceptance. 

QUAKERS, a religious &&, 
who, deriving their origia 
from wild cnthufiafm, ropfcd in|;p 
a&ioAi. by iotokrancei and cqii;- 



firmed by perfecution, exhibit % 
wonderful example of the impo« 
tence of feverity, in its endeavours^i 
to cnifh private opinion. 

They have been accufed of hc-r 
refy, deifm, and of explaining 
away the moft important ChriC 
tian do^rines, by unwarrantable 
allegory, or expofing them to ridi- 
cule, by arbitrary literal interpreta- 
tion. The charge of deifm they 
deny, affirming that they believe, 
the fcriptures ; hut as the exercife 
of a man's own judgment, is the. 
only true Proteilantilm, they claiqi 
the right of underflanding it in 
their own fenfe ; neither can they 
agree, that the accufation of enthu- 
fiafm is applied with more propri- 
ety to them than to the church of 
England, of any other Chrifltian, 
church, as all alike hold the necef- 
fity of divine illuminatioi;i and fu- 
pernatural affillance in fulfilling the 
will of God. They believe the 
miracles and propitiatory deatti of 
Chrifl ; nor have they any flrong 
obje(5lions to the externals of ChriU 
tianity, but they vehemently afTert, 
that none of thefe are able to favCy 
without the pra6tice of virtue, and, 
a foirit of obedience to that inter- 
nal law of God written in mens 
hearts, and enforced by the gofpel. 

It is to be lamented, that a clafi 
of men fo laudably diftinguiflicd^ 
for a correct difcharge of their 
duties as members of fociety, as 
fathers, hufbands, and friends, 
fliould, in certain trifling minu- 
tiae of drefs, fpeech, and man- 
ners, counteract the iaiutary effeSsi 
which their example, in many rct 
peds fo inipreffive, would make, 
if they mixed a little more in th^ 
buiy haunts of n)en, and could 
prevail on tbemfelves to yield, ia 
certain 
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certain non-eflcntials to the inno- 
cent cufloms, and hann*cis preju- 
dices of tbcir fellow citizens. 

^ I (liould hope that fuch a plian- 
cy of difpofition would dimife a 
defirable portion of their excellent 
manners amongft fts, and that 
while they caught a fpark of that 
which gives zcft to life, ixx might 
be induced to imitate a conduct 
which man refpe^b, and God ap- 
proves. It is icarcely neceflary to 
remind them, that our Saviour 
pften reproved the reclufc unac- 
commodating pi ide ot the Fhari- 
fees; that he benevolently alTociated 
with all ranks, preUded at a wed- 
ding fupper, and from his unfet- 
tered condefcenlion, was reproached 
as a friend, of publicans and 
iinners. 

Thisfociety attra£ledthc notice, 
and deferved the praife of Voltaire, 
who, during his refidence in En- 
gland, familiarly vifited feveral of 
meir leading men, among the 
Xt&i a Mr. Andrew Pitt, of Hamp- 
fiead, who had the wifdona and 
moderation to know when he had 
enough, and retiring from trade 
with a good confcience, and a 
found conflitution, pafTed the re- 
inainder of a well-fpent life, in a 
£iithful difcharge of the fbcial 
duties, and in preparing for another 
world. 

If I miflake not, he was the 
peribn who waited on the late Prince 
of Wales, his prefent majefty's 
father, to folicithim in favor of 
a propofed application to parlia- 
ment, for relieving Quakers from 
the payment of brthes. 

" As I am a friend to liberty," 
(aid his Royal Highnefs, ^^ and. 
particularly fo to toleration, I 
heartily wifb you fucceis, but 



it a rule sever to £re3 msf 
friends, or ersn to roce kt^_; is 
porlianieBtv teu it n^igjbs isKsssce 
othcn : for 1 ccoiider it v dbt cotr, 
to leave every n;::;^ \jy act accord- 
ing to his own cooicince." To 
this declaranoB, whka, if the 
Prince bad a&endcd the thraoe, 
be would have tcuod it rerr difi- 
cult to have obierved, our Quaker 
replied ; '* Your nosioos of civil 
and religious liberty a^ord m% .a-: 
greatei: fatisfatcicii, and the gra- 
cious manner in wntch you have 
anfwered us, gives as much plea- 
fure, as we fhould have received, 
from having attained the objcck of 
our wifhes." 

RAPHAEL'S CARTOON'S. 
Certain productions of the 
pencil of that great painter on 
(acred fubjecta, fo called. 

" Thefe pichircs," iaid a cer* 
tain political character, once dif- 
tinguifhed for his anti -monarchic 
virulence, but now a favorite at 
St. James's; *' thefe pictures were 
purchafed with the public money, 
by King William, who loved and 
underftood the iine arts, and pof-* 
iefled the feelings of a man of taile, 
as well as the fentiments of a hero ;**^ 
A defcription of our great Deliver 
rer, I confefs fomewhat difierent 
from the opinion I had conceived 
of him. With all his merits as a 
warrior and a flatefman, the King, 
as I have been taught to thinks 
negle6led or defpifed the elegant 
produ6tions of art and imagina- 
tion; painting and poetry were 
under ^w obligations to him. 

" He built," continues the. fame 
centleman, " a fuite of apartments, 
for their reception at Hampton. 
Court, and the Engliih nation 
was permitted to contemplate their 
boauties. 
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beauties, without difficulty. They 
remained in that palace until the 
prefcnt reign, when they were re- 
moved to a late Baronef sfmoky houfe^ 
at the end efagreatfmoky totvfiy being 
firil mangled, that they might fit 
their prefent improper," (obferve, 
it is the keen oeconomift, the money- 
getting Chamberlain, who fpeaks,) 
** and ignoble fituation." The 
Royal Procruftes fagacioufly obfer- 
ved, they were too long, and muft 
be cut fhorter." 

*' They are entirely fecluded 
from the public eye, though pur- 
chafed with the public money be- 
fore the acceffion of the Brunfwick 
family. And while the Kings of 
France and Spain open their col- 
lections for the pleafure and im- 
provement of their fubjefts ; En- 
gliihmen are prevented enjoying 
the fight of what may be called, 
the pride of our ifland, a national 
treafurc, and by no means private 
property. Surely a bad compli- 
ment to a generous people, who, 
under prodigious public burthens, 
allow their Prince an immenfc 
income." 

The editor thinks it no more 
fhan juftice to fuggeft, that he ap- 
prebends the honourable gentle- 
man is miftaken in faying, that the 
pieces in queftion are fhut up from 
public infpeCtion, as he underdands 
that any perfon whofe inclina- 
tions induce him, may be favor- 
ed with a fight, if he is provided 
nmth balf'cronvnsj nvtll remember 
thoroughly to ^ clean his Jhoes^ and ajk 
9Q improper tjttejliom. 

While fpeaking of the arts, the 
fame gentleman obferves, " I can- 
not but lament, that an opportu- 
nity was lately Joft of improving 
public tafle, and decorating a mag- 



nificent ftrufture, (St. Paul's) with 
the ijnoft valuable works of Sir 
Jofhua, and other eminent painters, 
owing to the abfurd gothic preju- 
dfces of a tailelefs prelate ( Dr. Ter- 
rick.) It is thus, that learning and 
fcience ha^e ever been oppofed 
by flupidity and fuperftition." 

I obferve with pleafure, that the 
doors of thfs cathedral have been 
opened to the merits of Dr. John- 
fon, and the philanthropy of Mr. 
Howards 

To obviate an implied cenfurc 
of the conduct of a great perfon- 
age, in the above extra6t, which 
I am inclined to think will not )ap- 
pear in the honourable author*? 
next edition, as his antipathies 
have taken another turn, I (hall 
conclude with a well-founded com- 
pliment to George the Third, from 
a late excellent hiftorian : " The 
merit of difcovery has too often been 
ftained with avarice and craelty ; 
an honourable exception is due to 
the virtue of our own times and 
country. The voyages undertaken, 
by command of his prefent Ma- 
jeftv, were infpired by the pure 
ana generous love of fcience and 
mankind ; adapting his benefac- 
tions to the different ftages of 
fociety, he has founded a fchool 
for painting in the Capitol, and 
has introduced into the iflands of 
the South Sea, thofe vegetables 
and animals moil ufefiil to human 
life." 

Thefe are imperial works, and 
worthy Kings. 

Nothing was wanting to have 
compleated fuch fplendid benevo- 
lence ; but a liberal, free, and un-. 
referved communication of all the 
original curious drawings and 
/ketches of thefe, and certain other 
voyages. 
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voyages, printed and publifiied at 
the Royal expence^ and given to 
the public at a moderate price. 
Thole who may not clearly com- 
prehend the hint, I refer to the 
latter part of the article affigned to 
Mr, Bruce, in a former volume. 

RATHBOD, King of Fries- 
land, in the feventh century 
of the Chriftian sera, a Pagan, and 
originally a perfecutor of Chrifti- 
anity, but almoft converted, by 
Wulfrau, Bifliop of Sens, whom 
he promifed he would confent to 
be baptized, if, previous to the 
ceremony, he would, give him a 
fatisfaftory anfwer, to ^n import- 
ant quertion ; to which the prelate, 
in his zeal for procuring fo illuf- 
trious a profelyte, readily agreed. 

On the day appointed, the 
priefls and the people aflembled, 
and a fplendid proceflion worthy 
a royal convert took place. When 
arrived at the facred font, for it 
was not 'till the baptifm had part- 
]y commenced, that the king pro- 
pofed his queflion ; fixing his 
eyes flernly on the biihop, he thus 
addrefled him : " I adjure you in 
the name of Almighty God, that 
God, who, you fay, fent his only 
fon to die for all mankind ; I fo- 
lemnly adjure you to inform me, 
if, in confequence of my baptifmal 
admilfion into the Chriftian church, 
I (hould hereafter vifit that Hea- 
ven which you have promifed to 
Che fauhfiil, whether I fhall meet 
thefpiritsof my departed anceftors, 
thofe heroes who have greatly lived 
and greatly died ; thole illuftrious 
chiefs, whofe examples it has been 
my pride to follow, and in whofe 
footheps I would willingly tread ?" 
•• I will not deceive you, fir," re- 
plied Wulfran^ with more finceri- 



ty than worldly policy, " but God 
hath referved to himfelf, only a 
certain number of ele<Et; the princes 
of whom you fpeak, as they died 
without baptifm, will certainly be 
damned. But for your comfort, 
your royal defcendants, with a 
long train of noble Frifians, who 
fhall believe and be baptized, will 
be hereafter your aftbciates in the 
realms of everlafting blifs." ♦' I 
cannot admit your inhuman and 
irrational fyftem," replied Rath- 
bod, withdrawing his foot which 
was already in the water, " I pre- 
fer the ancient opinions of my 
forefathers, whofe valour and he- 
roic atchievements, deferve a better 
fate, than that infernal fiery gulf, 
which you defcribe." 

With thefe words the royal fcep- 
tic retired, leaving the bifliop to 
lament his want of orthodoxy, in 
thus giving way to the feelings of 
nature, and the convi(5tions of 
reafon. 

RESURRECTION MEN. 
An irreverend and indecor- 
ous appellation, given to an odious 
and unpopular occupation, to ruf- 
fians, who waking only when others 
fleep, and ftalking through the 
midnight gloom, invade the laft 
retreat of the wretched, and plun- 
der the church-yard of its lifelefs 
inhabitants, whilft the drunken 
watchman and the well paid fex- 
ton, flumber, or will not hear. 

Such are the natural effufions of 
outraged decency and wounded 
fenfibility, which, if certain late 
accounts are to be credited, have 
fometimes been ihocked by the 
clay-cold corpfe of a wife, a 
fifter, or a friend, torn from the 
grave to which it had been lately 
configned, and prefented, muti- 

lated 



lift 

Jatcd and disfigured, to the recogniz- 
ing eye of fympathy and afFefiiohi 

O'er fcenes like thefe I would 
willingly throw a Teil, but human 
wants, and human policy, fternly 
demand the following queftion. 
In the various difeafes and acci- 
dents to which we are all expofed, 
do we, or do we not, expe^ pro- 
• feffional men prepared by ftudy, 
and expert from praftice, to afford 
vs apt afliftance? To this quef- 
tion, I believe, mod readers will 
give an immediate anfwer. If then 
we require as wfe have a right to 
do, if we require fubftantial help, 
does it not feem inconliflent to 
place difficulties in the way of thofe 
who endeavour to qualify them- 
felves for the tafk ? 

While our fleets and armies are 
faid in certain inflantes, to have 
fiifFered more from their furgeons 
than from the enemy, humanity 
and cxpedieSfCe loudly proclairti, 
the neceffity of facilitating and dif- 
iuiing by all pofiible means, medi- 
cal and chirurgic improvement,, a 
purpofe which may furely be ac- 
complifhed, without indecent vio- 
lation. 

I am informed, fiora good au- 
thority, that an A£fc of Parliament, 
devoting enfery malefactor, publicly 
executed, to dilTedion, would fur- 
nifh fuflicient opportunities . for 
ufeful experiment, and anatomical 
inveftigation, befides adding an 
additional and ufefiil terror to the 
punifhment. Should fuch an Aft 
take place, I fee no obje6tion to 
increafing the penalties of thofe 
nofturnal diflurbers of the dead; 
but till that period is arrived, let 
riot zeal hurry us into injuflice, 
and induce us to expeft from pro- 
fieffional men^ a fpecies of kaow*- 
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ledge not very eafily attained, 
While we punifh the only method 
by which it can at prefent be pro- 
cured. We might as rationally 
blame a Barrifler for faultering on 
a point of law at Weftminfter Hall, 
though we had ourfelves prevented 
his reading the brief, and other- 
wife preparing himfeif to defend 
our caufe. 

With refpeft to the complaints 
of a want of knowledge in pur 
navy and army furgeons, I fubmit 
to thofe, whole province it more 
peculiarly is, to determine and di- 
reft fuch matters, h6w far it miay 
be expedient in government to pay 
fbme public ledurer, already ejta- 
Mijhedy (for God deliver us froni 
new places and penfions) whor 
ihould inflruft, gratis, thofe who 
would regiiler their names, and 
places of abode, and bind them- 
ielves by bond to ferve their country 
when called on; fecuringthem at 
the fame time by the tie of a (lender 
annual allowance, as a retaining 
fee. This mode, and not commit- 
ting public examinations to tldnAjo^ 
tiien^ would, probably, fecure many 
a gallant foldier and' failor gener- 
oufly bleedmg in his country's 
caule, from the wounds of raih- 
nefs and the maims of mifguided 
ignorance. 

I^ETIREMENT. Paft expe- 
JlV rience, and prefent examples, 
evidently prove that few men, 
however ardently they may wifh 
fbr it, that few men are qualified^ 
fbr that fittiation of all others the 
moft trying to human virtue and 
refolution, the having nothing to do^ 
though it is a (late which the ma-> 
jority of mankind look up to with 
cfnvy and expedation. 

** Solitude," iayi a facetious 
writer, 
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writer, ** is often neceilaxy, and 
iometimcs agreeable; but I can- 
not help thinking that retirement 
is conficlerably improved, by now 
and then having fomebody to telJ, 
how pieafant and comfortable a 
thing It is." 

REVOLUTION IV FRANCE, 
a fubje<^, on which I am told, 
a candid and explicit recantation 'is 
ttpeded from me. 

Yet with all its evils, and all its 
terrible effects, from which nature 
and revolting humanity turn their 
weeping eyes, I am (till of opinion, 
tiiat the great intereils of mankind 
Aiwr received, and mjiU receive 
^f^m this event, benefits and ad- 
^tagei, outweighing in a propor* 
tioQ l^ond calculation, all the ca- 
rnalities which have acconapanied 
it. 

The labour of breaking the 
*ubbom foil of fuperftition, of 
^i^icating the thorns and thiftles 
of prejudice, levelling the unac- 
c^aunodating inequalities of ariflo- 
pf^cy and ufurpation, and fcatter- 
'ng the precious feeds of wholc- 
fo«ne doJs^nne, too often, alas, 
i^oUtened with tears and blood, 
^^B a fecred duty, an arduous 
^n^, impoled on the prefent gene- 
'^tion ; but the rich, the glorious 
j^^i^cft, will be reaped and enjoyed 
^y millions yet unborn. 

for thefe and other reafons, I 
**>^ of opinion, that the fubverfion 
?^ the French monarchy, is an ob- . 
J^'^l: which the philofopher mayV 
^^«itemplate with improvement^^ 
^«^ fincere Chriftian with com- 
*^i*t, and the ftatefinan with falu- 
^'^ J'j deduction ; for I cannot agree 
^■'^^th a certain verfatileagriculturift, 
?^Ho has converted the j^ughfhare 
••^^o a two^mi fw<wt> with which 



he attacks his foroaef^ritical as<* 
ibciales, I cannot agree with him, 
that aty country 'warned by France, 
and fta^;gering like her under fplcn-* 
did but degrading corruptions, will 
reft tranquil and contented ; I can* 
not believe that any people will 
fubmit to the duplicity and cornipC 
counteraction with which every »-. 
lutary meafure was publicly agreed 
to, but privately defeated, during 
the firft meeting, and for a certain 
period after the diffolution of the 
National Aflembly. 

I will not offend by allufions to 
the American ws^, or to the avow- 
ed but unproved neceffity which 
rouzed the Britifh Lion againft the 
GaliicRepublic,when every purpofe 
of a bloody and ruinous war might 
have been fully anfwered, if cool 
difcuflion, and amicable negocia- 
tion had been adopted, inftead of 
malignant referve, and infolent 
hauteur. I will not defcribe how 
rapidly Holland, Brabant, Liege, 
and tlie Palatinate were overrun ; 
I muft not compare the voice of 
liberty, to the blafts of thofe mira- 
culous horns, at whofe approach 
the devoted wails of Jericho fell 
down. 

I hope, and indeed believe, that 
moft Engliflimen, of all parties, 
lament the mafTacres of Paris, 
whether invited by infidious in- 
trigue, or produced by ill-timed 
oppofition; yet, after difentang^ 
ling faft from harfli epithet, and 
feparating truth from the aggrava- 
tions of keen refentment, the fu- 
ture hiftorian of France will bo 
CQmpelled to dcclar&,^.that the in-, 
habitants of that kingdom were 
irritated to fufpicion, madnefs, and 
exceis, by vipers foftered in hq;* 
own boiom, and coafpiring with 

(3L, ahoft 
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a hoft of external enemies ; that 
the feverities exercifed on her fo- 
vcreign, her nobles, her priefts, 
and her citizens, were a<fts of felif 
defence, previoufly meditated, and 
in many mflances of affaitination, 
a6hially pra6kifed againft herfelf; 
that, after all the outcry, their nu- 
merous executions are in fa<^ no 
other than the ufual punifhments 
infli6led, at various times, by all 
new governments on rebellious 
fubje£ls, and generally confidered 
as legal and juftifiable methods, 
for confirming recent authority, hy 
the po'wers that are. 

I would do every juftice to the 
intrepid zeal, and unconquerable 
attachment of the Princefs de 
Lamballe; I deplore the excefles 
of an exafperated people, who in 
her cafe anticipated judicial pro- 
cefs, ^nd outftripped the penalties 
of legal execution. Yet it is a fa6t 
well known to thofe who profefs ,a 
different opinion, that this unhap- 
py woman was engaged in the moft 
perfidious, and if they had fuc- 
ceeded, the moft bloody ftratagems; 
that flie was repeatedly cautioned 
againft her imprudent condu£t, 
by the deceafed king and queen ; 
and that on one occafion, (lie was 
called by this laft of the French 
rnonarchs, the Coblentz Plenipo- 
tentiary: I lament her death, 
'which was inftantaneous and mo- 
mentary, though it has been other- 
wife defcribed, in the florid ftyle 
of Mr. Burke's Eulogy on the 
Peath of the faithful Miomandre, 
Miomandre who lived, ^nd ivhom 
' Idr, Burke knetAJ to he alive at the 
moment he 'wrote. 

Time, and a fuperintending Pro- 
vidence, can alone determine, if 
the hopes of the eipijgraQts and 



their allies, apparently more dc- 
prefled than ever, will again re- 
vive ; but whatever be the event, 
whether Paris is deftined tb be a 
well-organized Republic, a fcene 
of convulfive democratic anarchy, 
a defart, or a defpotic court ; fi-om 
what has pafled, deductions may 
be drawn of high import to the 
peace and intereft of mankind, in 
all countries, and under all inftitu- 
tions. 

Every' well meant effort to re- 
form ftate abufe, is highly lauda- 
ble ; but we fliowld cautioufly and 
ferioufly examine whether the 
means we ufe, may not produce 
mifchiefs more fatal, than thofe 
we are endeavouring to remove. 
In wielding that immenfe machine, 
the people, let us beware that we 
do not crufh when we meant only 
to corre<ft, that in fapping defpo- 
tifm, we do not prepare a breach 
for anarchy and cohfufion, and 
introduce a ftill more degrading 
fpecies of flavery. An enraged 
multitude of fierce paffions, un- 
bridled appetites, and unenlighten- 
ed underftandings, like other evil 
fpirits, is eafily raifed, but with 
difficulty quelled ; and the fame - 
fire, which in the futnace of a 
(kilful chemift extrafts gold from 
ore ; if mifmanaged by ignorance 
or ill defign, will blow up the 
moft coftly materials, and involve 
the artift, his houfe and apparatus, 
in irretrievable ruin. 

Kings, and their defcendants, may 
alfo learn a ufeful leflTon, that go- 
vernments were firft inftituted for 
the welfare of the people, and not 
for the mere purpofes of revenue, 
the cori^ipt intrigues or profufc 
amufements of a court ; that be- 
coming foldiers, wft ceafe not to 

be 



REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 



'IS 



be citizens and men ; that (land- 
ing armies. To long the pride of 
monarchs, the terror and ex- 
ixwifter of their fubjefts, may, by 
the natural procefs of reafon 
which converts machines into men, 
ultimately prove revolutionary 
weapons. 

Adminiftrations in every king- 
dom, may likewife be taught from 
this impreffive fpeftacle, that 
public bufinefs is generally con- 
duced in a manner lavifh and 
expenfive ; that finecures are nu- 
merous, and the falaries of place- 
men enormous beyond all bounds 
of propriety, either with regard 
to the nature of the duties per- 
formed, or the unpropitious ftate 
of national finances ; that there 
is a degree of rational magnifi- 
cence and decent fplendour, fairly 
compatible with expediency; but 
that every country (hould obferve 
a proportion between its income 
and its expenditure ; and that it is 
defperation, little fhort of mad- 
neis, for the princes and public 
fiin^ionaries of any nation to re- 
double their expence, and vie in 
tawdry tinfel, trappings, and fu- 
per€uous frippery, at a moment 
Mrhen diftrefs pervades almoft 
• every, rank of life ; by fuch con- 
^u6^, the eafe and comfort of 
xnillions of ufefiil members of fo- 
cicty, 'are too often facrificed to 
Ue pomp and. luxury bf the in- 
glorious few ; by a fyftem equally 
iniquitous and incontinent, nations 
' Ixcome at once, and by the fame 
^neans, fplendid and \T retched. 

That portion of mankind, dig- 
nified by title and defcent, or en- 
riched by fortune, will alfo fee 
the neceffity of procuring the ref- 
ftSt of their feUow fubjedts, by a 



more diligent attention to the du- 
ties of their ftations, by intellec- 
tual improvement and winning ac- 
commodation, by private reditude, 
public decorum, correft condu£t, 

and moderate enjoyment ; left, 

driven from the filken pavillions 
t)f diflipation, excefs, and lawlefs 
paifion, they may be compelled, 
m fome adverfe moment, to ext 
claim, with the miferable exiles of 
Coblentz ; Our women and our. 

SUPPERS HAVE UNDONE US. 

There is, alfo, another claim 
which the French revolution will 

■ have on mankind, in all countries 
and in all ages; after the weeds 
and poifonous herbs which have 

. fprung up in the rank foil of licen- 
tioufnefs and chimaera, are eradi- 
cated and difperfed ; after a purifi- 
cation of her atmofphere, by tor- 
nados, florms, and convulfionsj 
when France fhall be permitted, 
by the removal of external irrita- 
tion, to return to pr amicable expC'^ 
diency^ I hope and truft, not to the 

■ fatal, peftilential, flill air of def- 
potiim ; there are well-founded 
hopes and afTurances, that popery 
will be entirely and everlailingly 
overfet to its foundation. To des- 
troy a corrupt, unchri/iian fuperflj- 
tion, which, at various periods, 
has deluged the world with blood, 
which enfeebles and incapacitates 
the human ipind, for a calm en- 
joyment of the comforts and bles- 
fings of civil and religious liberty, 
is furely an important and praife- 
worthy fervice. 

Gracious God ! then fhall thofe 
fcoffers at the eternal wifdom of 
thy Providence, be put to fhame, 
when true religion, neither defiled 
by craft and mockery, nor debafed 
by feliifh eftabliihments, with peace 

QjJk and 
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end fineedDfn in her train, fliall 
fucceed to ages^ahemateij difgraced 
by childiih credulity, fufpicious 
doubt, and ferocrous carnage. 

From the mental palfy of ab^eft 
flavery, nothing but a ftrong, a 
powerAil (Hmulus, could ever have 
rouzed the Gallic nation ; the ill* 
snolus of a revolutionary fpirit. 

In contemplating the tragic ef- 
ft& of this levere Herculean re- 
medy, efFcAs evidently exafperated 
by internal enemies, corrupted by 
fireign gold \ I have fometimes 
pauted with emotions of pity and 
norror.— I could not help confi- 
dering the agitated republic, as an 
iramenfe ihip (that apt and favo- 
rite iimile of antiquity) as an im- 
menfe fhip, aflailed by the whirl- 
winds of Auflria and Pruffia, the 
howlings of the emigrants, the 
boiilerous billows, the concealed 
rocks, and devouring quickfands, 
of domefliC tyrants and internal 
infurredion. 

The condu6h>r8 of the revolu- 
tion finding their number confider- 
ably diminfihed, by the flight, the 
delinquency, and the punifhinent 
of many of their original coadju- 
tors ; who, terrified by the perils 
of the deep, attempted retrogade 
meafures, in a fituation, where 
exertion and getting on could alone 
enfure life and public fafety : thefe 
undaunted commanders, feniible of 
■the importance of their voyage, 
and obferving the fhip's company 
terrified and depreifed by the rage 
of contending elements, opened 
the cordial intoxicating {lores of 
political information, public fpirit, 
and revolutionary principles. The 
exhauded feamen, drinking deep, 
and fwallowing, with avidity, the 
reftorative draughts^ retunied with 



new and wonderful fiipplies of 
ilrength and fpirit to the poft of 
danger. The buffetings of winds 
and waves were not able to over- 
power enthufiafm like theirs, witn 
refolution and reafon prefiding at 
the helm ; and, if the relater it 
not egregioufly miilaken, tbey will 
ultimately (leer their veflel to the 
wifhed-fbr port* 

This, and other events, are ilill 
in the womb of time ; but, unfor- 
tunately, the magic efie^ls of the 
Circaean cup they drank of, fiill 
affed the iailors, and when the 
caufes for tx^ich the miraculoas 
infufion was given, have almoft 
ceafed (for the boreas of Pruffia 
has been hulhed to a gdtkn calm) 
their conflitutions, unufed or not 
adapted to fuch potent ingredientSi 
incur the rifk of fufFering from 
their effe^, calamities almoft equal 
to thofc they have already (haken 
off. Such, alas, is the imperfec- 
tion of human effort ! — fuch the 
price at which the mofl valuabie 
of our bleffings mufl be purchafed ! 

So bitter, alas, fo deadly, at 
times, has proved the revolution- 
ary-bowl, that a candid and un* 
prejudiced obferver of the prefent 
flate of Europe, after a paufe of 
wonder and a figh of regret, is 
almoft tempted to think, that, un- 
<ier moft circumftances of national 
grievance, it would be better to 
St down contented under common 
evils, than incur the rifle of in- 
creaiing them by crude fpeculation, 
plaufibTe theory, and ineffefhial 
refiftance. 

Paft experience, and prefent ex- 
ample, confirm a melancholy truth, 
that teazing imperfedion, and in- 
veterate abufe, have gradually 
wound tbemfelves into the heart 

of, 
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d^ tnd imperceptiblf marred, the 
nobkft inilitutions. Yet how often 
Ins the fhtefmen, how often has 
tbe philofopher, confefTed, tliat in 
ibaking off Egyptian bondage, we 
biTe only exchaoged the clay, the 
iraw, and the taik-mafter, of fome 
umvlenting Pharaoh, for the pe- 
rils of tbe deep, the idolatrous 
delufioos of popular infatuation,^ 
tfaefJEunine and wilds of the defart, 
from which the miraculous inter- 
pofition of a God of Ifrael, is 
«loQe able to extricate and guide 

But, in purfuing fuch precau- 
tiojiary reflections, we mud be 
carefol not to fall into the oppoiite 
extremes of paifive obedience and 
pon-refiftance ; the happy medium 
^ is eafier to imagine than point 
^t ; there is a ftate of lawlefe li- 
^rty, of popular freedom, un- 
funded by wholcfome refiraint, 
aad degenerating into depravity 
**^d licentioufneS ; a war with 
**^ccncy, clean linen, and fmall 
^^Oaths, to which I fliould prefer 
**4e condition of a galley flavc, 
^Hained to his oar. There is alfo 
^ "Vile degrading degree of tyranny 
'^<Xd oppreffion, which checks and 
P^lfies every virtuous emotion, 
^^d every aftive principle ; in fuch 
^ ^wretched dej^ivation of all which 
Sivcs zed to life, infurreftion would 
*^^^ the moil facred of duties. 

^nthe&obfervations on the French 
Jl^volutio n, and its probable e£fe6ts, 
^ will not, I have not denied, the 
^^^^uious, the deplorable difafters, 
^V-ith which it has been accompa- 
nied; I have not endeavoured to 
S^Uiate or conceal the errors or 
"^lie .crimes of its agents ; falfe af- 
^ertion, and partial fuppreffion, 
'^Ijre^xnneceflkry^ and unworthy of 



a good caufe, which to gain advo- 
cates, needs only to be known. I 
have not, I flatter myfelf, I have 
not, like Mr. Burke, cloathed an 
unprincipled female, of athletic 
form and loofe manners, in the 
gaudy colours of the rainbow, and 
the ceftus of virtue, love, and the 
graces. I have not defcended to 
the unmanly fcurrillity of brand- 
ing the lower orders of focie^, or 
allwho differed from me in opi- 
nion, with the opprobrious names 
of fwinifh multitude, atheifls, and 
a cut-throat rabble ; I have noc 
difgraced the decorum of a legifla- 
tive aflembly, and the manners of 
a gentleman, by adopting the phra- 
feology of Billinfgate, by calling 
the minifter of a great country^ a 
thief and a pickpocket, though at 
the moment, the perfon calumni- 
ated was remarkable for urbanity 
of manners, corred condud, and 
unblemiflied life, and hit fuperior, 
in literary and political abilities^ 
to the hot-headed minion who de- 
famed him. I have not decorated 
a good-natured Silenus, a glutton, 
and a bon-vivapt, wholly occupied 
in the fenfual gratifications of his 
bed, his pullet, and his bottle; I 
have not cloathed fuch an animal in 
the dignified garb of philofophy 
and wifdom. 

I have paid no regard to thofe 
vile, thofe interefled declaimers, 
who defer ibe the Englifli as a dis- 
iatisfied and feditious race, whom 
no king can govern, and no God 
can pleafe. That feriousjevils and 
abufes, which eafily may, and un- 
doubtedly ought to be ^edrelTed, 
certainly eidft, moft good, moft 
dlGntereibd men agree ; for I 
equally defpife the felfifli, the ob- 
vioufly ifii&(h outcry of penfioners, 

toolj, 
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tools^ and hangers-on upon rich 
finecures, under whatever name 
or fan^ion- they may alTemble, as 
I would zealoufly refill the preach- 
ers of fedition, anarchy, and con- 
fiiiion. 

A few honeft efforts towards 
relief would inftantly foothe all 
-complaints ; and I could produce 
to Mr. Pitt the heads of an a£t of 
parliament, I truft and hope no 
n^ery uncon(litutionalremedy,which 
would filence every clamour. - In- 
deed, fome decifive public proof 
of a difinterefted attention to the 
prefent diftrefled circumftances of 
all ranks of fociety, feems necef- 
fary on the part of government ; 
;fuch conduift, whether the reins 
are held by the partizans of a Port- 
land, a Pitt, a Hawkefbury, a Fox, 
or a Lanfdowne, (for it is no 
longer a queftion of fa6tion or 
party,, but of abfolute political 
neceffity, which cannot be evaded) 
fuch a meafure would operate far 
beyond the Aveak expedient of 
alarming proclamations, and the 
invidious interference of petty fuf- 
picion, which, I fear, will pro- 
duce or aggravate the mifchief it 
propofes to prevent. 

To a cla{s of reafoners, who, I 
believe, with the b«ll intentions, 
fet themfelves againft public amend- 
ment, on the ground that we are 
a flour ifliing, wealthy people, hap- 
py at home, and refpeded abroad ; 
that alteration cannot make us bet- 
ter, that we fhould let ijjell alone ; 
I anfwer, that to the affluent, the 
elevated, the great, and the com- 
petent, who are gayly 
down the tide of fame, fort 
and fuccefs, the Pj^l/^ ^^^ 
alteration, is t:eiti||^^ir-Comfort- 
able and deiira^i^rPcB^ > but my 




contented friends (hould recoHcfty 
that the majority of mankind, 
perhaps fcarce one in fifty, come 
under this defcription ; and that 
juftice fliould induce us, as well 
as felf-intereft, to pay fome atten- 
tion, and make fome provifion for 
the comfort and fatisfadion of fo 
confiderable a number of our fel- 
low creatures, pining under the 
united prefTure of penury and hun- 
-ger. 

" What would thefe trouble- 
fome, thefe miftaken men, be do- 
ing ?" faid a Bifhop of Salifbury, 
in a former reign, fitting at his 
table, profufely covered with thee 
various produce of the feafonv 
" what would they be doing ? I 
am at a lofs to guefs at the hard- 
Ihips they experience, or what evils 
are felt by the church. Things 
cannot be better than they are." 
He wa filed down the chagrin he 
felt from the temporary interrup- 
tion of a propofed application 
for the relief of the inferior cler- 
gy, in a bumper of Burgutidy, 
while a wretched curate, whofe 
defcendant Is now at my elbow, 
lefs than fix miles from the epifco- 
pal palace, and furrounded by a 
numerous offspring, was endea« 
vouring to keep foul and body to» 
gether on fix and thirty pounds a 
year. — The inferences to be drawn 
from this epifcopal anecdote, touch 
us too nearly to require applica- 
tion. 

The contemplation of twenty- 
five millions of Jlaves converted . 
into men, has, I fear, hurried me 
at times into unbecoming warmth 
t*f exprelfion ; the animating, the 
■^ ele£tric nature of my fubjeft, muft 
plead my excufe. But whilil I 
lubmity without repining, to the 
various 
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Various corrcftions beftowed on 
ibis compilation,* from which I 
hope to profit ; 1 prefume it is not 
Mccflary to refute Mr. Burke's 
aflcrtion, that a country on the 
verge of bankruptcy, and labour- 
ingunder the complicated excefles 
of a defpotic' military monarchy, 
▼enal courts of law, a degenerate 
aobility, rioting in privilege and 
exemption, and a corrupt, oppref- 
fivc ccclefiaftic eftablifliment, had 
already a good government. The 
reverfe to the declarations of this 
iUuftrious backflider from genuine 
whiggifm, will, T believe, be found 
a felf-^vident propofition. Shall I 
notic* the popular prejudice, which 
I hope is gradually diminifliing, 
that an admirer of the new model 
in France, as a oreat perfonage 
generally calls it, muft of courfe 
be a preacher of (edition, violence, 
murder, and confufion, and an 
enemy to tht firyn of the Englifh 
conftitution, which Mirabeau once 
called an abfoliue monarchy, bur- 
thened and expenfively incumbered 
^th a complex republican machi- 
nery. 

I cannot agree in opinion with 
this ingenious but corrupt French- 
wan; for, I thank God and our 
forefathers, the King of England 
*s reftrained by the omnipotence 
of law, that a certain portion of 
*^r niembers of parliament are re- 
prefentatives actually chofen by 
the voice of the people, and that 
the evanefcent privileges and ex- 
^J^ptions of our nobility, with a 
. . proper exceptions in their 
Judicial and legiflative capacitie*, 
^e, as they ought to be, little more 
^an nominal ; that the exertion of 
®*ir ecclefiaftic code, is languid, 
»nd I hope nearly counteracted >/ 



the good fenfe and fpirit of the 
times; that notwithllanding the 
fhameful inequality of church re- 
venue, men of merit are occafion- 
ally rewarded. But what is more 
important than all, the confUtu- 
tion of this realm, contrary to that 
of France, which required ovcr- 
fetting from its foundation, the 

CONSTITUTION OF THIS NATION^ 
CONTAINS WITHIN ITSELF, APT, 
PROPER, AND SAFE & EMEDIES, 
FOR ITS OWN EVILS AND DISEASES, 

were they ferioufly and honeilly 
applied without fcditious purpofc, 
or what is to the full as injurious, 
the ftale, unmanly, but oft prac- 
ticed (late juggle, of impofing Da 
and cheating the people, by hold* 
ing forth to them vifionary im- 
pra<^icable theories of reform, 
without a wi(h or defign, that they 
(hall ever be really and fubftan- 
tially put in pra6lice. 

On this aweful and highly in- 
terefting fubjc6t, I beg leave to im- 
prefs on the mind of Mr. Pitt and 
his coadjutors, from whatever 
quarter, expediency and (late po- 
licy may have collected the varie- 
gated groupe, that the Engli(h peo- 
ple are well convinced, a minifter, 
in the prefent parliamentary iys- 
tem, can never be fuccefsfully op- 
pofed in any tolerably decent mea- 
fure, if he fincercly has it at heart. 
With fuch convictions, which nei» 
ther fophiftry, plau(ibility, or the 
violence of Mr. Burke, can over- 
fet, I earneftly intreat the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. 
Dundas, without wi(hing to inter- 
- 0|||thc feftivitv of a Wimbledon, 
''^Jw^1)o«bM dinner, I 

earnefllyp^lpthem to con(ider 
with what eM^^oni of refentment 
we (hall hear them fay, « We pro- 
^ pofe4 
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pofed fuch and fuch mcafures, but 
they were carried agaiuft us by a 
large majority." 

But whilft we congratulate our 
continental neighbours on the tri- 
umphant progrefs of reform, wc 
may perhaps, be permitted without 
offencey to turn an anxious eye to 
Ac ftatc of Great Britain, and 
enquire if our invaluable freehold 
b^s been injured by fraud, invaded 
by violence, or refined away by 
the quibbles of chicane : it furely 
is our duty to examine, if imper- 
fe^ions produced by corruption or 
decay, may not be removed; if 
improvements, fuggefted by the 
a6nve fpirit of modern inveftiga- 
tion, may not be fafcly introduced . 
by the prudent hand of patriotifm, 
animated by zeal, corrected by 
moderation, and guided by good 
fcnfe. 

In taking fuch a furvey, it can- 
not be denied, that many late mea- 
fures, and many exploded pofitions 
fuppoited by Mr. Reeves, and 
other government writers, are glar- 
ingly inconfiftent with the liber- 
tics of Englifhmen, and the boafted 
freedom of the Britifli Conftitution. 

But it has been faid in reply, 
that a licentious and feditious 
fpirit had gone forth, probably a 
poifonous fume from Mr. Burke's 
Alembic of Hell, which it was ne 
ccflary to counteraft by the pow- 
erful antidotes of rigid cnaftment, 
vigilant precaution, and by 
Ib-engthening the hands of govern- 
ment, and indeed all good men, 
againft the rapid and ruinous in- 
roads of principles, which eogen- 
dcring into aaion, threatened ' to 
loofen the bands of Ibciety, and 
break down die barriers of law, 
property and fecurity. 



IN FRANC^. 

Whilft I confefs I have not leen 
the neceffity of fuch meafures, I 
will not deny the merit of good 
defign, to thofe who have ; perhaps 
fimething was proper, yet I hope 
and truft, that when that occafion 
fliall ceafe, the means which have 
been employed will ceafe alfo; 
that when peace, ^' ilia ilia quam 
fiaepe optavimus," when peace ihall 
happily revifit the land, file will 
bring juftice and mercy in her 
train: and that Englifhmen will 
then be reftored to privileges, which 
'nothing but ftern necefTity and 
public fafety paramount to all con- 
fiderations, fliould ever have in- 
vaded, and which ought never to 
be yielded up without alarm, jea- 
loul'y, and fear. 

At that aufpicious period, it 
will be worthy the attention of our 
governors to decide on the bufinefi 
of public melioration, and at once 
remove a plaufible fource of de- 
clamation, irritation and difcon* 
tent ; and I conclude an article, I 
fear already too tedious, by exhort* 
ing minifters to let their practice 
and profeflions go hand in hand. 
I need not point out to men who 
exhibit frequent inftances of fen- 
Ability, as well as political acumen^ 
the glaring, the abfurd inconfis- 
tency of an advocate for frugality 
and oeconomy, being loaded with 
a plurality of places, finecures^ 
and penfionsi fuch men (houM 
fjrove the fincerity of their inten<* 
tions, by impofing a felf-denying 
ordinance on themfelves; I wiU 
not deny the various, the impor- 
tant benefits rendered to this coun- 
try, by many of his Majedy's 
minifters ; but no fervices, civil, 
military, ecclefiaftic, or judicial, 
by any man, can fairly entitle a 
public 



public fuiK^ionaiy to ipore ^an 
three tboufand a year. When no- 
ble Jords, and eminent commoners 
recoiled from what fources, and 
from whom the various humble 
units miifl be coUedied, which 
form their incomd^> I am at a 
lols to guefs how a liberal and 
humane man can fit down with a 
qui^ confcience, eaiy and content- 
ed, with receiving from an ex- 
haufted exchequer, feven, eight, 
and in fome indances, ten thou- 
SA^D POUNDS a year. 

REYNOLDS, Sir JOSHUA, 
Prefident of the Royal Aca- 
demy, almod againlt his will, and 
a painter, as eminent for the maf- 
terly exercife of his pencil, as the 
candour and benevolence of his 
chara^er. 

Our worthy knight, who died 
fince my former volumes, produced 
a train of fervile imitators, who, 
if they would iiave been fatisfied in 
their efforts to attain his excellencies, 
would not have excited contempt : 
but, their copying with culpa- 
ble induftry, and defpicable ex- 
aftnefs, his odvious eirors^ reminds 
us of the bafe flatterers of Alex- 
ander the Great, who, without 
one pretence to that monarch's 
heroifm in battle, and moderation 
in victory, fele£led an obliquity of 
one of his fhoulders, as the fervile 
object of their imitation. 

Thefe puny infedts of the brufh, 
thefe murderers of oil and canvas, 
ihould recollei5t, that nothing but 
the Prefident's fuperiority of genius 
could excufe that vamo-mama^ 
which of late years fo unhappily 
pofTefl him Thefe drivellers fliould 
be reminded, that, in f/jeir compo- 
£cions, an unweildy ma(s of paint 
cannot difguife ifl^potence of in- 

VOL. II. 



REYNOLDS. Z2X 

vention, nor an ocean of glaring 
varnifli, make us forget a total 
want of effed. 

Long and loud are the com- 
plaints, that the piflures of Sir 
Jofliua, like other earthly blefling, 
are tranfitoay^ and of fliort dura- 
tion. May I be permitted, but 
with due fubmiflion, to fug^eft an 
opinion on the fubjeft. The painter 
was unwilling, that the unnatural 
made up things^ the gewgaws of 
modern quality and fa (hi on, that 
the fallow, unfocial fadnefs of the 
haughty nabob, the unmeaning 
vifage of city dullnefs, with a long 
lift of iharpers, horfe-jockies, gam- 
blers, and buffoons, fliould b? 
handed down to pofterity by his 
immortal pencil; as an artifl and 
a good natured man, he could not 
without offence, turn away any 
one from his door. 

Blending therefore, on his pal- 
let, a due proportion of politenefs 
to others, with fome regard for his 
own pofthumous fame, to thefe 
miftaken creatures^ who forget that 
oblivit^n and non-exiftence is their 
only heaven, he affords the fliort- 
lived fatisfa£tion of materials like 
themfclves and their memories, 
temporary, glittering, and perifh- 
able. To day in the drawing-room, 
to-morrow in the garret, or the 
dungeon of the broker. 

But beauty breathing on the 
canvas, and worth, which we ve- 
nerate or lament, ihall be handed 
down to after times. 

The fpeeches of this artifl to 
the Royal Academicians, contain 
much ingenious theory, and much 
ufeful practical advice; and the 
notes which he communicated to 
his friend Mafon, for that gentle- 
man's tranfjajion of Pufrefnoy, 
R evince 
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evince much claffical erudition, 
and prove him to have been no 
fupsrficial fludier of the antient 
fchools. 

His druggie, when among the 
pretenders to tafte and virtd, be- 
tween his judgment and his po- 
litenefs, has been admirably hit oflF 
by Goldfmithy in his poem of Re- 
taliation. 

When they judged without tafte, 
he was ftill hard of hearing, 

But when they talk'd of their 
Raphaels, Corregio, and ftufF, 

He puU'd down his trumpet, 
and took out his fnuff. 

Every friend of the fine arts 
will lament the lofs, and previous 
mental depreffion of an able man, 
who, without fplendid talents, 
wou Id have conciliated the love and 
efteem of mankind, and remarka- 
ble in his day for innocent hilarity, 
and attic hofpitality. 

Of this amiable man, who died 
fince the publication of my former 
edition, Dr. Johnfon once obferv- 
cd, " He is the moft invulnerable 
man I know ; if I were to quarrel 
with him, Reynolds is a man of all 
others I (hould find it moft difficult 
to abufe." 

It would be a curious and in- 
ftru£tivc fpecies of modern anec- 
dote, to know and to relate the 
hiftory and the fate of an apart- 
ment, and its contents, allotted by 
Sir Joftiua, to piftures, which had 
been never paid or fent for. I 
underftand they were numerous; 
fuch a narrative would involve in 
it a leflbn for human vanity, which, 
in the thoughtlefs delirium of dif- 
iipation, exhaufts itfelf in the ex- 
penfive whims of fuperfluity, for- 
getting the foUtary comfortlefs hour 
of penury, which faft approaches. 



Were I admitted, into what I 
once called, this Paradife of Foob^ 
my eye would inftantly be fixed, 
by the portraits of a family, who 
once blazed in a meridian of fafhi« 
enable fplendor — a family, the re- 
iidence of which, it would be now 
difficult to determine ; fliifting pro* 
bably on expedients, and exifting 
in fordid obfcurity, in the worft 
room, of the worft ftreet, of fome 
ihabby town, in a cheap province 
on the continent. 

RICHARDSON, Mr. a prin- 
ter, and a man of genius, 
whom I have been accufed of treat- 
ing irreverently, in Smollett's arti- 
cle, by the doating admirers of 
Grandifon and Clarifla. 

I have not, I confefs, changed 
my opinion; and it appears evi- 
dent, that our ingenious writer, a 
man, in other refpedts, of ftridt 
morals, relaxed, as in life is too 
often the cafe, fomewhat relaxed 
the ftern integrity of his princi- 
ples, in the two-fold capacity of 
author, and proprietor of a prefs. 
When writing in his clofet, he did 
not forget the compofitor over his 
head ; and, while he indulged the 
bewildering prolixity of his novels, 
extended beyond all bounds of pa- 
tience or propriety, he did not 
loft fight of the profit, and fterling 
value, of fo many pages of letter 
prefs. 

As the charge raifed againft me 
on this fubje£l, has been brousbt 
forward by a female advocate lor 
Richardfon, I cannot do better, 
than produce an inftance of a fair 
critic, of confiderable repute, who, 
in a great meafure, agrees with me 
in opinion. 

" Richardfon," fays the writer 
I quote, a French woman, and a 

lively 
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lively writer, *' Richardfim is a 
worthy man, but j^lix to a dread- 
iiil degree. Clanfli, the beauti- 
fal, the all-perfed ClariiTa, has a 
brother and fitter, who refemble 
lier in nothing; their chara^rs 
. are a union of roughnefsand folly, 
ipite, obftinaqr, and impertinence ; 
her father unnaturally cruel; his 
wife perfe6l in the do£h-ines of 
obedience to her hufband, but 
defpotic to every one elfe, though 
botli governed by their fon. Two 
uncles, and an aunt, the counter* 
part of their mother, a pert waiting 
maid, and a villainous canting hy- 
pocrite, form the domefUc groupe. 

** Lovelace is a (hocking liber- 
tine, with, at firft, a few rays of 
goodnefs, but thefe totally difcor- 
dant with the latter part of his 
conduft. His obliging Mifs Har- 
lowe, to whom he is introduced, 
by an improbable miilake, to re- 
fufe the ofier of his hand, is ma- 
naged with much addrefs, as is 
alio the art with which the rake 
turns the abufe and ill uiage of the 
family, to advantage, in forward- 
ing his intercourfe with ClarifTa. 
Of all thefe events^ Mifs Howe, 
the fprightly friend and correfpon- 
dent, is informed." 

Tills Lady, with the feeds of a 
vixen, and the difpoiitions of a 
termagant, ilrongly budding forth 
in her chara6ter, has the ef[c& of 
exhibiting virtue in its mod unin- 
viting form, and calls to our re- 
coUeaion, the expreilion of an 
unhappy woman, precipitated firom 
honour and affluence, to contempt, 
penury, and difgrace ; but celebra- 
ted in the annals of modem gal- 
lantry. Irritated by fome flight 
inadvertency or negledt, (he ex* 



claimed, " I will be undone, if i 
is only out of fpite." 

" Mifs Howe's humorous fallies 
on the unaccountable folly of the 
Harlowes, are happy ; her vivacity 
and fpirit of renionce, are well 
contrailed, with the meek piiabi* 
lity of her friend-- 

^* After a long and tedious feries 
of letters, which tire our patience^ 
without interefHng our feelings, 
Lovelace makes uie of the blind 
violence of the Harlowes, and the 
wretched Soames, to entice Cla* 
rifla into the ihare of an elope- 
ment. 

^^ Here the author apparently 
forgets himfelf ; he makes Mrs: 
Harlowe, whom he has defcribed 
as a good mother, as well as a 
good woman, guilty of the barba- 
rity of prelfing a much loved 
daughter to a marriage with a man 
flie loathes and detefts. Can any 
praife be due to fuch a parent? 
Is fi!?e to be guilty of an odious 
crime, to pleafe an audere and 
tyrannical hulband ? Ought not 
Mr. Richardfon to have made Mrs. 
Harlowe (land forth, as every fen- 
fible woman, as every good mother 
would, and ought to have done, 
on fudi an occaiion, to prevent fo 
much harfhnefs, violation and co- 
ercion ? 

** Such, I aver, would have been 
the languaee of nature and reafon, 
from which no good writer fhould 
depart. Perhaps the author wilhed 
to fhew the danger of a temper 
too yielding and iubmiflive ; I be- 
lieve he might have fpared himfelf 
the trouble, tbe/e are not commonly 
the faults of luomen ; fit is a Lady 
ijjjo fpeaks,) Here and there fome 
may be found fubjed to them, but 
R 2 I appre« 
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T appprehfcttd it i^ Ah impcT*fc5:ton, 
which will not fprcad verjr faf. 

" After Clarifla had quitted her 
father's houfe, it was the firft defign 
of Lovelace to put her virtue to 
the tcft; but in the overwhelm- 
ing and well defcribed tranfports, 
produced by gazing on fo much 
beauty and merit, and reflecting, 
that flie had put herfelf into his 
power, the right firing of his 
neart, in other inftances, an abo- 
minable and abandoned one, is 
powerfully touched ; and he offers 
immediate marriage, which fhe re- 
jects with difdain. 

" For this Mifs Howe, like a 
fenfible woman, feverely cenfures 
her, and adds, emphatically, that fhe 
really has no choice left, but to mar- 
ry Lovelace ; that fhe will be unfor- 
tunate indeed, if fhe is not able to 
reform his manners, but that fhe 
has put herfelf under the irrevo- 
cable necefTity of becoming his 
wife, for that it is better to be unfor- 
twiate^ than dijbonoured, 

** Here," continues the French 
Lady, a good cafuift as well as 
critic, " here is the great fault of 
Richardfon's romance. A girl who 
quits her father's houfe with a 
Jover, fhould certainly take the 
firft- opportunity of making him 
her huloand ; we are accountable 
to God for our virtue, and to man 
for our reputation. If the man- 
ners of Lovelace were depraved, 
there was the more immediate ne- 
ceffity for fuch a proceeding, as a 
cenforious world would never al- 
low, that fuch a man, had re- 
fpefted the honour of any woman 
in his power. The hope to recon- 
cile herfelf to her parents, was 
ridiculous ; after the flep file had 
taken, they could only cgard her, 



as a <bughtef whofe honour was 
lofl. 

" Should I crer fo for forget 
myfelf, as to run away with a 
footman, I would father be accu- 
fed of meartnefs in marrying, than 
of vice in continuing with him, 
out of a flate of wedlock ; he 
fhould place me with creditable 
people, who could anfwer for my 
condu6t, or make me inftantly his 
wife. I find nothing which is not 
preferable to the lofs of reputation, 
except the crime which occafions 
it. Now there is no crime in a 
bafe alliance, and ftill lefs in fuch 
a one as Clariffa might have made. 
The only anfwer fhe gives to thefe^ 
and many other fimilar arguments 
of Mi6 Howe, is, that he is not 
prefling enough." 

But a woman who has eloped, 
muft not be too fqueamifhly' nice 
as to etiquette, more particularly 
in rendering juftice to herfelf, on 
a point fo necelTary and efTential. 
I have heard of a Lady, who, on 
an expedition to Gretna-Green, 
vowed vengeance againft her lover, 
for venturing on an innocent kift 
as they palfed over Berwick-bridge; 
athi, irritated by his indecorous 
conduct, in this particular alone, 
a<n:ua!ly returned unmarried to 
England. Here the inamorato, 
turned the tables againft her, cir- 
culated a report, that he found 
her fo forward and cloying on the 
road, that he was furfeited, and 
repented of his bai-gain; and the 
tinfortunate woman, in fpite of a 
good (kin, and twenty thoufand 
pounds, lived repentant, and died 
an old maid. 

IGBY, RICHARD, a Suffolk 
fox-hunter, a bon-vivant of 
fecial habits, and convivial talents, 

and 
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and laftly, Paymaflcr General ; an 
appointment, the emoluments of 
whichy during the American war, 
with hts other appointments, 
aitiounted to upwards of ififty thou- 
fand pounds a year; at an interval, 
when Engliih princes, nobles, com- 
manders, and fenators, were wan- 
dering incognito, in mendicant ob- 
icurity, over the continent; and 
the honour, revenue, and com- 
iHerce of Great Britain were bleed- 
ing at every pore; while furround- 
ing nations beheld our fituation 
with (lern hoi^ility, or felfiOi in- 
difference ; and I exult in reflect- 
ing, that fince this alarming pe- 
riod, we have not been without 
opportunities of repaying their in- 
gratitude, as political ingiatitude 
ought ever to be repaid. 

The early life and habits of 
Mn Rigby, were not calculated to 
enforce ceconomy; according to 
the fafliionable or the fooiifh man- 
ners of the age, mortgages, money- 
lenders, Sudbury dinners, and 
White's Chocolate Houfe, had 
made deep inroads on his paternal 
eftate, originally refpeftable, and 
derived from a mercantile founda- 
tion in the city, before he had 
perfJpftly attained the age or art of 
properly enjoying it ; and he might 
have lived to deplore his impru- 
dence, in abje6t dependance, or 
the teazing expedients of an empty 

Surfe, had not the turf, which 
elped to diminifh, afforded him 
an opportunity of redeeming his 
fortune. 

The grandfather of the prefent 
Duke of Bedford, had given great 
offence to the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood of Litchfield, by 
an improper and unfair inteife- 



rence at their races, and as it was 
by no means fafe or eafy, effe^- 
ally to punifh a man, fortified by 
rank, privilege and wealth, they 
at iaft determined to beftow on 
this illuftrious oflender, manual 
correftion. The over -bearing 
conduft of the Duke, in fomt 
matter relating to the Itarting of 
the horfes, and their weights, ia 
which he had no kind of right to 
interpofe, foon afforded the con- 
federates an oppoitunity of exe- 
cuting their purpofe; he was in a 
moment feparated from his atten- 
dants, furrounded by the party, 
huftled, and unmercifully hoife- 
whipped by an exafperated country 
attorney, with keen refentments 
and a mufcular arm. The lawyer 
perfevered in this fcvere, but 
wholfome difcipline, without being 
interrupted by his Grace's outcries 
and repeated declarations, " that 
he was the Duke of Bedford," an 
aflcrtion, which Mr. Humphries, 
the aflailant, pofilively denied, ad- 
ding, " that a peer of the realm 
would never have condutfted him- 
felf in fo fcandalous and unhand- 
fome a manner :" the matter foon 
circulated over the courfe, and 
reaching Mr. Rigby's ear, he burft 
through the crowd, refcued the 
diftrefled peer, completely threflied 
his antagonift, and protefted the 
Duke off the CTound. 

A lervice fo effential, at a cri- 
tical junfture, and at the imminent 
peril of his own perfon, naturally 
called forth in the Ruflel family, 
every exertion of gratitude and 
friendfhip. Mr. Rigby became fo 
diftinguiftied a favourite at Bed- 
ford-houfe, and with the Dutchefs, 
that he acquired the name of 
Bloomibury 
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Bloomibury Dick, and was foon 
after chofcn member for Tavis* 
took; nor did their powerful in- 
fluence forfakc him, "till he was 
appointed to the moft lucrative 
office in the gift of the crown. 
During the viceroylhip of his pa- 
tron, he alfo enjoyed fcveral pofts 
in Ireland, but fliared the Duke's 
unpopularity, and is faid on one 
occaUon, to have narrowly efcaped 
with his life, from public indig- 
oattoo, by being conveyed on (hip- 
board in a hojgihead. 

From the nrft onfet of his for- 
tunate career, no revolution of 
parties ever threw him back, and 
his pafla^e through life, 'till his 
lad illnefe^ is faid to have been in- 
terrupted by few of thofe diftrelTes 
and inquietudes, which in a greater 
or lefs proportion, fall to the lot 
of moft men; this circumftance 
was ftrongly corroborated by a 
countenance defcriptive of feftivc 
conviviality, and a heart at eafe, 
ivhich he ufed to declare, he could 
only attribute to never having 
been married. Yet, an indiflference 
towards women is a crime I mean 
not to lay to his charge, he in- 
dulged this paffion in a latitude 
culpable, and fomewhat extraor- 
dinary in a corpulent epicure, a 
profefled amateur of the luxuries 
of the table, in whom the pungent 
irritations of love are fuppofed to 
be iheathed, and rendered in a 
great degree inert, by mafles of 
hu According to the Spanifh 
proverb, a votary of Bacchus can- 
not long continue a favourite of 
Venus, as high living, however 
it may ftimuhtc for the moment, 
is proved, by the experience of 
ages, to be a producer of liftleis 



iatiety, an enervator and relaxer 
of our fibres. 

The writer of this* article has 
often been in company with two 
of Mr. Rigby's acknowledged na** 
tural children, and has often had 
occafion to remark, that three of 
the handfomeft women he knew, 
were the wives of men, provided, 
for by the liberality, or gratitude of 
the paymafter of the forces. 

It is hardly neceffary to obfenre^ 
that he continued a firm and con* 
fiftent fupporter of government 
during the American war ; aflail- 
ed by fo many thouiand bright ar* 
guments, where is the man who 
could refift their influence? Thotigh 
by no means an orator, or fre- 
quent parliamentary fpeaker, he 
was generally heard with attention, 
when he thought his communica- 
tions either ufeful or neceflary to 
the bufinefs; and by keeping to 
the queftion, which our long- 
fpeech-makers are fo apt to for- 
get, as well as by a corred ac- 
quaintance with the " Lex et 
Confuetudo Parliament!,'' great 
deference was paid to his opinion 
on points of order. 

when a debate became piorfonal 
and acrimonious, as is too often 
the cafe in popular ailembliesy it 
feemed his peculiar province, to 
cool party violence, and he polfefi- 
ed the art of recalling banifhed 
good humour, by fome ironical 
fally or humourous turn. Widi 
theie innocent weapons, I hare 
feen him moderate or fubdue the 
impetuous, overwhelming torrent 
of Mr. Fox's inventive, the noifjt 
unconvincing diflbnant vehemence 
of Lord Mulgrave, the declammtory 
vuiilence, firung paffions, and un- 
fi>unded 
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ibunded afiertions of Mr. Burke, 
the keen perfonal acrimony of the 
Luttrells, and the unbluftiing ver- 
jbtility, but unconquerable refent- 
ments of Mr. Dundas. 

In the ^nith, and high tide of 
preferment, Rigby was not always 
able, or inclined to .reprefs the 
mortifying infolence of profperity, 
too often the perverfe and ungene- 
rous companion of wealth: his 
pecuniary accumulations, whatever 
difgrace they conferred on govern- 
ment, for permitting fuch lavifh 
wafte, coiild not poffibly be men- 
tioned to i^/'x reproach, as they were 
St that time, and had long been 
confidered, the fair and cuitomaiy 
perquilites of his office ; he was 
often generous, and always hofpit- 
ablc But how many inflances 
occur, of men as void of genius as 
of faonefly, who, enabled by fraud, 
iervility, and cunning, to fcrape 
money together, value the reft of 
mankind, only in proportion to 
their poiTeffions, and confider nar- 
row circumilances, or an unfuc- 
celsfiii life, as damnable defeats in 
any charaAer, however exalted by 
perfonal worth, or mental acquire- 
ment. 

In a converfation on the fubje^ 
of a motion made by a noble lord, 
for accommodating the Commons 
in the Houfe of Peers, the fubje6k 
of this article laid himfelf open to 
A ievere retort. *^ It has for a 
long time," he obferved, " it has 
for a long time been noatter of fur- 
prize, tmtt their lordfhips pay fo 
tittle refped to the Houle of Com- 
mons ; there is not fo much as a 
feat to ieparate us from ctber 
Jhamgers\ I mvfelf^ when a noble 
earl (Lord Chatham) made his 
iaft fpeechi was behind the bar, 



crowded and prefled on by pick- 
pockets." He forgot there was 
in that crowd, men elevated 
by talents, rank, and hereditary 
fortune, far above a little courilry 
'fquire, the elevated Ihinion of 
lucky accident, tvho owed every 
thing he hoped for, or enjoyed, 
to ftrength of body, and by no 
means to tranfcendent ability, or 
attainment. 

" I did not know," replied a 
gentleman, offended at his incon* 
fiftent ariftocracy, ♦*'that I was 
hemmed in by pickpockets, beJo^ 
the bar of the Houfe of Lords, 
'till the honourable gentleman a£> 
certained the fadt ; but I now per- 
fectly recolleft, that I was very 
much crowded and jodled by the 
Paymafter General of the Forces.** 
The latter felt the juftice, as well 
as feverity of the reproof, and gave 
a proof of his good fenfe, by im- 
mediately afking pardon, (hook 
hands with his ceniurer, and con- 
fefled the unguarded impropriety 
of what he faid. 

The man, who from a fcanty 
income, and the coarfe meal pro- 
cured by daily labour, fhall con- 
template with a {igh, the brilliant 
revolutions of fortune, and prince- 
ly income of Mr. Rigby, may 
perhaps ceafe to repine at the dis- 
tribution of the good things of this 
life, which a Hate of future retri- 
bution, alone can fairly balance ; 
yet the paymafter often confefled, 
that the early part was by far the 
pleafantefl of his life, when, from 
the fatigues of the chace, and the 
pleafures of a jovial crew at table, 
he retired with glee to his bed, and 
after a well-flept night, could not 
always exactly lay where he fhould 
dine the next day. ^' I was then 
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far happier/* he obferved to a 
fiiend at Bath, *^ than feafting at 
Whitehall, or caroufing at Mi{l« 
kj : % had not, it is true, a thou* 
ifHid acquaintance, who praifed 
ijay dinnere, drank my wine, and 
abufed me behind my back ; but 
then I po^fled a few really difin- 
terefled friends, whom I fear 
wealth and elevation have deprived 
me of, and what, alas, have they 
given me in exchange: a mind 
ibured by fupprefTed fufpicion and 
iU-difguifedmifanthropy, the hate- 
ful efrefi of too intimate a know- 
ledge of mankind ; appetites jaded 
by iatiety, and a debilitated body 
finking into the grave, from a com- 
plication of diteafes, produced by 
luxurious living." 

The heir, who may pant after 
fuch accumulations, and who may 
anticipate in fancy, the rapturous 
xnethods of enjoying, or of difli- 
pating fuch a fortune, may alfo 
Icsarn to chaftife the indecent ar- 
dour of impatient hope, when he 
is told, that the inheritor of the 
Miftley eilates and property, had 
fcarcely fettled the exhaufling and 
complicated accounts of his uncle, 
)>efore he was reduced, by a fliock- 
ing accident, to a (ituation, which 
rendered death rather to be hoped 
for than feared, and reduced a 
young man of vigorous habits, 
ilrong health, and fine fpirits, to 
languor and imbecility for years, 
^and probably to the uncomfortable 
^e of a Valetudinarian, for the 
fcmainder of his life. 

ROBINSON, ANASTA8IA, 
an opera (inger in the reign 
of Queen Anne, and afterwards 
-wife of Lord Peterborough, who 
is (aid to have rode mor^ miles, 



and tojhave killed more pod liorief 
than any traveller in Europe. 

This military veteran was firft 
attracted by the melody of her 
tones, or the charms of her per- 
fbn; and conceived, as is the cafe 
with too many pf his profeffion^ 
that fhe could not refifi; flattery^ 
prefents, and attentions, when ac- 
companied, as in his cafe with a 
recommendation, to females ge- 
nerally irrefiftible, the reputation 
of a conqueror, which he had at- 
tained by his rapid, but unavailing 
fuccedes in Spain. 

His illicit purpofes were how- 
ever fufpe^led, and happily couo- 
teraAed by the prudent fore thought 
of the lady, or the affectionate vi- 
gilance o/^her parents. But inthi9 
clandefline attempt, fo much good- 
nefs ot heart, and unaffected mo* 
defty were difcovered, that ttijt 
peer could not help perfuadii^ 
himfelf, that Mifs Robinfon waf 
4]uaiified to make him happy as a 
wife. 

He well knew that fuch a Hep 
(particularly at his age, for he 
was thirty years older than Anaf- 
.tafia) would not fail raiiing a laugh 
at his expence; and though he 
had faced death and danger in 
their moil terrific forms, without 
fear, he fhuddered at the idea of 
being ridiculed. 

How many of us, in fituatioas 
far more trying and momentous 
havie yielded to the fame infatuat- 
ing dread ; and for want of a grain 
of iirmnef^, which would enable 
us to defy the inOdious taunts of 
knaves, and the unmeaning laugh 
of fools, how many of us have 
ihipw recked our fortunes;, and de- 
flroyed our peace. 

Sul 
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But the magic impreflions of 
beauty, youth and innocence, 
were not to be effaced from the 
old man's heart, by prudence or 
by pride; after a Jong ftruegle, 
he nefolved to make lome facp- 
ficcs to both, by the romantic, but 
aukward expedient ot a private 
inarria^, to which the lady and 
her friends confented with re- 
hidance. 

Wedded, but ftill retaining her 
ihaiden name, fhe lived many 
years with Lord Peterborough, 
But naturally felt a degree of de- 
gradation, though Aot of infamy, 
m thus fubmitting to the folicitudes 
of matrimony, particularly with 
in old man, without, at the fame 
time enjoying the pre-eminence, 
and other little allowable diflinc- 
tions of a Countefs. 

Perceiving and feeling for her 
fituation, the Earl, with a gallantry 
which has been confidered as 
chara6teriflic of his profefficn, de- 
termined that nothmg ^e' could 
bdlow, Ihould be wanting to coni- 

gleat the happinefs of the woman 
c loved. An early opportunity 
was taken, during the feafon at 
Bath, for the fervant, previoufly 
initru6ted, to announce that Lady 
Peterborough's carriage was wait- 
ing, when without farther cere- 
mony, (he received the congra- 
tulations of the company. 

Swift's defcription of Lord Pe- 
terborough has been often quoted. 
A very (keleton in figure. 
His meagre corps, tho' full of 
• vigor, 
Wou'd l^alt behind him were it 

Rbjgger. 
OCHEJOUCAULT, 
FRANCIS, puKE OF, 
« vijzorotisf opponent of Cardiii^l 
Voi. IL 



Richlieu, and a philofopher, per- 
haps better known to my readers, 
as author of the celebrated Max* 
ims and Reflexions. With a 
cynical, pdrhaps a foured difpo- 
fition, he has given us a picture 
of mankind, neither favourable or 
flattering to human vanity, which* 
retiring with difguft and indigna- 
tion, from defcriptions of its own 
meannefs and oblic^uities, views 
with ecftacy and approbation, the 
fobthing and romantic reveries of 
certain dexterous cafuifts, who 
gratifying our pride, too often at 
the expence of truth, draw men 
rather as they ought to be, than as 
they really are. 

A long, a ftudious, a daily pe- 
rufal of the duke's maxims, cer- 
tainly is not (palculated to elevate 
our notions of man, or to foften 
the clafhing intercourfes of fociety ; 
perhaps a blind implicit adoption 
of his principle, is not likely to 
render us happier in ourfelves, or 
more fatisfied with others; espe- 
cially, if like the common herd 
of readers, we fuperficially and 
voracioufly read without digeftion, 
and carry his doftrines far enough 
only to embitter, but flop (hort 
when a ftirther progrels, and 
a more profound inveftigation, 
might harmonize an apparently 
hateful fyftem, and render it a 
firm, immoveable pillar of morality 
and revelation. 

. On this ground, I cannot but 
think, the torrent of prejudice and 
inventive, which has been fo co- 
pioufly poured forth againft this 
writer, as exaggerated, and tending 
rather to raife alarm, than to amend 
or improve. The antagonifts of 
the duke, appear to have been ir* 
ritated by felfiih refentment againit 
S hid 



ISO 



ROCHEFOUCAULT. 



liis officious intermeddling, and 
lifting the deep-feated remote mo- 
tives of human conduct ; their an- 
ger appeal's to have been excited 
by his bulily prying behind thofe 
mazy fcenes, and intricate recefles 
of the human drama ; by his ex- 
ploring thofe unfrequented fpots, 
which they conceived, none but 
themfelves were authorized to vifit, 
and give accounts of. 

Self-love, fays Rochefoucault, 
is the great main-fpring, the pow- 
erful and univerfal ftimulus to 
human a6lion of every kind, and 
in every' cafe ; if there be an in- 
dividual who denies this pofition, 
who can fupport his reafoning with 
one tolerable argument, and will 
<ionfefs, that his own life and con- 
duct are directed in every inftance, 
contrary to the pofition of our 
ingenious* Frenchman ; I fhould 
wifli to take a view of fuch an 
heterogeneous non-defcript animal, 
whofe ftoical benevolence is pro- 
duced by apathy, who purfues 
means without motives, and is in 
conftant a^ion, without keeping 
iight of, or hoping to attain any . 
ultimate end. 

Another argument in favour of 
the duke's aiTertion, which has 
raifed fo much groundlefs alarm, 
another argument, which the Ion- 
ger I live, I feel a ftronger con- 
viction of, inclines me to Roche- 
foucault's opinion, however it may 
feem to tell againft him, it is, that 

MAN, WHO TO THE UTMOST OF 
HIS POWER, AUGMENTS THE 
GREAT MASS OF , PUBLIC OR INDI- 
VIDUAL -HAPPINESS, WILL, UN- 
ITER EVERY INSTITUTION, AND 
IN SPITE OF ALL OPPOSITION, BE 
THE HAPPIEST OF ALL MEN HIM- 
fJfJuF, 



This decifive fentiment, thif 
touchftone of morals, religion, and 
humanity, at London, Geneva, 
Hindoftan, Paris, or Rome, this 
fine qua non of all that can or 
ought to be faid, written or fung, 
in my opinion Appears to clear the 
ground of all bewildering perplex- 
ities. By the application ox this 
great principle, which is or ought 
to be the foundation of all the 
nurfe, or all the prieft can teach ; 
the benevolence and charity of a 
good man, may be termed ra- 
tional and laudable felfifhnefe, a 
life of piety and virtue, the ihorteft 
and moft dire£l road to genuine 
felf-intereft, and the fubjeft of this 
article, contrary to what he has 
been generally confidered, a friend 
of mankind, a fage philanthropifty 
and a pra6lical chriftian. 

The duke, who had difplayed 
confiderable perfonal courage at 
the battle of St. Antoine, who in 
underfianding and rank, was fu- 
perior to moft men, could never 
fummon fufficient refolution, to 
fpeak five minutes in public, with- 
out the greateft confufion of coun* 
tenance, as well as of argument. 
Much has been faid of his lines on 
the Dutchefs of Longueville, in 
which I am at a lofs to find 
greatnefs of fentiment, or beauty 
in expreflion: that he would fct 
God and man at defiance, to pleafe 
a woman of light character, who 
rendered her beauty fubfervient to 
party purpofes, affords no proof 
of the purity of his patriotifm, or 
the delicacy of his goddefs. His 
Memoirs of Anne of Auftria, 
though not equal to Tacitus^ pofieft 
confiderable merit. 

Dr. Swift may. be numbered 

with the few, who have been bold 

tnougjb. 
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enough, avowedly to defend 
Rochefoucault : 

As Rochefoucault his maxims 

drew 
From nature, I believe them 

true; 
They argue no corrupted mind 
In him, — the fault is in man- 
kind. 
But, if the ground on which I 
have prefumed to defend the duke, 
be tenable, 1 cannot agree with 
the Dean, who eagerly catching 
at every thing in fupport of bis 
peculiar fyftem of mifanthropy, 
which hated the fpecies, but loved 
individuals, goes farther than the 
maxims, which merely defcribe, 
while he condemns as a fault, 
what I cannot but confider as a 
rational and fair motive to human 
exertion. 

I knew a merchant of good re- 
pute, and by no means of a con- 
temptible underftanding, who im- 
bibed ^arly in life, a violent dis- 
hke to Rochefoucault, which ex- 
tended to all who read or admired 
bis writings r this worthy man 
indulged, what I cannot but call 
bis juvenile prejudice, fo far, that 
the firft time he was introduced to 
any perfon, he made it an inva- 
riable rule, in the courfe of con- 
v^rli^tion, to introduce the name 
of our writer, and if the new ac- 
q[uaintance profefled to approve, 
Or to have often read him, the cau- 
tious citizen either abruptly quitted 
^lie company, or gradually broke 
Off all intercourfe with fo danger- 
^^us a charader. 

As it is more than probable that 
^liis crude col leftion may fall un- 
^er the eye of a man, whofe judg- 
*^ient I once valued, and whom I 
^ftill love and efteem, I wifh him 



to confider the uncomfortable ef? 
feds of his flrange and irrational 
fingularity. By a deprivation 
mutually injurious, the difinter- 
efted few, who deteft difguife, and 
confider hypocrify as the mod de- 
grading of crimes, lofe his ibciety ; 
whilft a plaufibje, but artful crew, 
aware of his foible, circulate the, 
neceflary previous hint round their 
own circles, and wrapping their 
felfifli purpofes in the fpecious 
glofs of demure manners, and fen- 
timental philanthropy, gradually 
entangle this man of prudence, 
found fenfe, and as he himfelf 
thinks, of timid precaution, in the 
toils of wild enthufiafts, pratipg 
fophifts, and defigning knaves. 
"O OCHESTER, WILMOT, 
JlV Earl of, a man of Avit, 
and confiderable poetic genius; 
but, chufing fubjefts, which few 
ought to perufe, and on wbich the 
public could not decently give 
their opinion, he blaftedthe laurel, 
and obfcured his real merits. 

A fertile imagination, ftrong 
judgment, and Iplendid powers, 
were exhaufted, in enlivening a 
circle of buffoons, coxcombs, and 
drunkards, and celebrating, as a 
goddefs, fome drab or prpftitute of 
the night. His excefles in women 
and wine hurried him to an un-. 
timely end, after the doubtful and 
precarious refource of a death-bea 
repentance, when he acknowledg- 
ed, that in eagerly purfuipg the 
phantoms of pleafure, he had, for 
many years, loft the real fub- 
ftance. 

Much of his fatirical writing, 
though produced in a ftate of in^ 
toxication, was juft and well- 
timed, whether levelled at the 
abandoned profligacy, the uncon- 
S 2 ftitutional 
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ftitutional enormities, or the 
wretched ftatc policy of his matter, 
Charles the Second. The rjeal 
charafter of this king, he well de- 
fer! bes in a few lines, as one, 

Whofe word no man relies on. 

Who feldom faid a foolifh thing, 

And never did a wife one. 

If a man of Rochefter's ftrength 
ofintelle£ihad, to witty reproof, 
added the energy of good example, 
how ufeful a friend might he have 
proved : but after his death the 
king purfued the fame courfes 
which had deftroyed his favourite 
and companion. 

Charles the Firft, with many 
amiable qualities, fell a facrifice to 
the exafperated temper of the 
times ; but his fon, without one of 
his virtues, and a much greater 
ilate delinquent, found the art, by 
winning familiarity, to lull the 
murmurs, of a people, flill fmart- 
ing from domeflic difcord. 

Had the madnefs of the Steuarts 
(for I can give it no other name) 
poflcffed a little method with it, 
we might at this time have been 
an enflaved people ; and we are, 
in a great meafure, indebted to 
the unaccommodating bigotry of 
James the fecond, for the bleungs 
of the glorious revolution. 

The libidinous writings of lord 
^ochefler were a fource of much 
pain and compunction to him, in 
his laft hours, he reflefted on the 
injuries he had done mankind, per- 
haps to a thoufand generations, 
by compofitions, whidi, however 
ferioufly he might repent of, h^ 
could not poffibTy recall ; he mav 
be faid to have wafled his ilrengtn 
in flrenuous idlenefs, and I cannot 
kelp applying to him fomeofhis 
oWn lines: 



Tell me, thou bafe difgracer e£ 

thy name, 
Falfe to thy honour, fatal to 

thy fame, 
With what officious zeal didft 

thou obey, . 
When vice, difcafe, and -fcandal 

led the way ? 
By what midaken magic didft 

thou prove 
So true to lewdneis, yet fo £aUe 

to love ? 
Thus, fome rude roaring buUy 

in the ftreets, , 
Will heaor, cuflP, and joftle all 

he meets ; 
But, if his king or country aflc 

his aid, 
The rafcal fkulks away, and if 
afraid. 

OE, SAMUEL, a Bedford- 
fhire Clergyman, and Vicar 
of Stotfield, in that county, a zeal- 
ous antagonifl, and an inveterate 
enemy to every one who prefiuned 
to differ from the doctrines and 
ceremonies of the Church of En- 
gland. 

Mr. Roe appears to have been 
that inconMent, but not uncom* 
mon character, an enthufiafiagainft 
enthufiafm, and without any ex- 
traordinary capacity or attatnnients 
might have lived without notice^ 
and have died without remem- 
brance, had he not fignalized hia^ 
felf by a propofal for preventing 
the farther growth of Methodifin, 
a propofal as full of genius as it 
was of humanity ; but. this amia* 
able and benevolent man (hall be 
heard in his own words: ** I hum- 
bly propofe to the legiflati ve powers, 
when it (hall feem meet, to make 
an example of Tabernacle Preach- 
ers, by enabling a law to cut out" 
TBxia TONGUES, as well* as tbes 
tongues 
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tongues of all field teachers, ^^d 
others, who preach ^n houfes, 
bams, or elfewhere, without apof- 
tolical ordination, or legal autho- 
rity." 

** No chriftian," fays an ingeni- 
ous writer, who pofleffes the happy 
art of conveying much ufthil 
truth, as well as wholefome correc- 
tion, in the guife of humorous or 
i|X>nicai farcafqd, *^ no Chriftian 
can objed to fo mild, fo meek, 
and To efiedhial a method oi jHenc- 
ing Schifmatics. Yet, fuch is the 
imperfection of all human devices, 
we forefee an obftacle that may 
illtimately tend to render this pro- 
mifing fcheme abortive, through 
the difficulty of carrying it into 
effed^. The nation, alas ! is fo 
over-run with Diflenters of one 
ilenomination or other, and their 
, preachers are fo numerous, that 
Vf^ ihould defpair of procuring 
hoods enough to put the law in 
execution. It may even be quef- 
tioned, whether one man could be 
laet with in the three kingdoms, 
or even among the fcalpers of 
America, who could be prevailed 
tm to be Tongue-cutter, exc^e 
the reverend P'iaxr of Stotfield\ and 
what could even be do alone, how* 
ever zealous and a£tive in the 
cauie ? Beiides is be . immortal ? 
^^Would not the duration of his 
'V^uable life become very precari- 
ous, from the nature of his office, 
^^M^d the revengeful difpofition of 
^3Q»Dkind ? Would it not be vain 
"^^^ look for a fucceflbr to fuch an 
^ap pointment, whenever the place 
Xnould be vacant, for where could 
"^ve hope to find another Samuel 
^*.oc ?" 

It is to be hoped for the honour 
^3tf human nature, in this inifaincey 



as in many others, that the zeal of 
the Enthufiaft in thepry, was 
greater than his pradjcal malig- 
nity ; and that the perfecutor, who 
in the phrenzy of religious rage, 
pcrfuades himfelf, that feveritir 
towards infidels and heretic^ is 
a wholefome and acceptable fer- 
vice ; it is to be hoped he will, at 
forae relenting moment of his life, 
confole and pity the poor Samar|- 
. tan whom he hath been crufhing 
with the iron rod of orthodoxy ; 
and confeii with a figh, that rea- 
fon and argument afe the only 
proper weapons for fupprefling 
mental error. The Proteftant, who 
pretends to reftridt and fetter the 
facrcd rights of confcience and 
private judgement, infolently aft 
fumes the prerogative of God, and 
imitates the papal fuperftition, in 
the bloodied and moll abfurd of 
its ufui-pations. 

RUSSEL, TOM, fellow of 
New College, Oxford, and 
author of a colle^ion of fonnets, 
publifhed iince his death. Several 
of his juvenile compoiitions have 
been omitted by the editor of thefe 
elegant trifles^ which would have 
done poor Ruflel, no difcredit. 

This young man, who (to ufc 
his own w.ordLs) brought cares on 
himfelf to drive ours away, gave 
early proofe of intelledual excel- 
lence, and poetic tendency: thisi 
latter difpofition could not efcape 
the keen eye of Dr. Warton, who 
has been accufed of converting 
Winchefler fchool, into a hot 
houfe of rhymers. His fchool ex- 
ercifes procured him confiderable 
applaufe, and when he went to 
the univerfi^, he was confiderec^ 
a^ a youth of much hope. ' 

Th? advantage of forming uf&- 

ful 
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fill and fplendid connexions, is 
the hackneyed argument advanced 
in favour of a public fyftem oT 
education. But the views are {o 
obvious, and the ridiculous fai- 
lures of interefted felfiftinefs, fb 
frequent, that a man who is ob- 
ferved infidioufly to feleft for his 
acquaintance, the rich and great 
alone, is inftantly defcribed as a 
deadjhot at ayellotu hammer ; from 
the circumftance of young noble- 
men having a golden tuft on their 
caps, with fome other ornaments, 
and immunities, at once injurious 
to, and incompatible with, im- 
partiality and good difcipline. 

Can we be furprized if a young 
ambitious mind, like that of Ruffel, 
was deluded from the rugged paths 
of (hidy, by the fafci nation oi 
elegant fociety, and the golden 
dream of a wealthy patron ? If 
in fome inftances, he courted too 
affiduouflythe company of /)^r//V«- 
lar circles, it ought to be obferved, 
that one fo able to communicate, 
as well as receive, was always 
welcome, and that few men came 
into company, better qualified to 
pleafe, or to inftruft. — but 

Great men ufe a wit, as a rake 
does a whore, 

When their end is obtained, they 
fee him no more. 
and Ruflel with all his ta- 
lents, endearing qualities, and cor- 
re^lnefs of tafte, was joftled out 
of his friends memory, by horfe- 
jockies, valets, and gamblers, be- 
fore my Lord reached Dover, on 
his way to the Continent. 

But the memories of Oxford 
tradefmen, the cellar-man, and 
the attendants of the junior com- 
mon room, were more retentive, 
and my reader will hear with con- 



cern, that after much anxiety, and 
much trouble, this, amiable man 
died of a broken heart. The 
writer of thiii article cannot but 
drop a tear to the memory of one, 
with whom he has pafled many a 
ufeful, and many an agreeable 
hour, (hours, alas ! to return no 
more) in the mutual, but nnfuc- 
cefsful effort, of alleviating an- 
guifh, which can ceafe only with 
life, palliating evils, and foftening 
profpefts, over which the ftrong 
hand of death alone, is able to 
throw a veil. 

I cannot mention the univerfity, 
without fuggefting a wifti, that 
parents would not be fo eager to 
educate their fons in thofe femina- 
ries, without a perfect knowledge 
of the necelTary expence, and the . 
dangerous (ituation of a young 
man on his firft entering a college. 
And it were well, it beads of 
houfes, unlefs they wifli to fee their 
walls deferted, it were well, if they 
would not leave the new comers, 
who have been long, and ardently 
panting for liberty, a prey to ra- 
pacious tradefmen, or to what is 
Hill worfe, the licentious excefles , 
of their own paffions; furely it 
becomes them to enforce compli- 
ance, or reform abufe, and to 
guard the rifing generation, for 
whofe fate they are anfwerable, 
againft the bewitching fnares of 
vice and diflipation, which every 
where fiirround, and invite them. 
We may then venture to fend our 
fons, without a certainty of their 
morals, health, and fortune, being 
irretrievably deftroyed. 

In a declamatory, but not ill- 
written pamphlet, which a difap- 
pointed candidate for a fellowihip 
once iliewed me inmanufcript, calU 
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ed, " Oxford difleaed, or that 
univerfity difplaved in its proper 
colors," I remember his laying, 
that to a certain college, every 
member was a benefacftor, for that 
he brought with him, money, 
good fenfe, learning, morals, and 
a conftitution; but was fure to 
bring nothing away with him. 
As 1 could not with propriety fub- 
fcribe to the aflertion, I advifed 
from friendfliip for the man, or 
firom reverence to Alma Mater, 
to fupprefs the work, which, a 
few months after, with its author 
was fwallowed up by a ftorm in 
croffing'the Atlantic. 

*' I am aware," fays a declaim- 
cr at my elbow, who defends well 
regulated ftews ; "I am aware of 
the prudent regulations, and cau- 
tious police eftabliflied by pro(ftors 
and vice-chancellors, but while 
they will not fuffer iniquity, or 
carnal indulgence, to appear in 
any decent ihape : they forget that 
Oxford Ts furrounded by the lowed 
and vileft tties of illicit paffion, 
■where filthy vulgarity robs fenfua- 
fity of refinemeht, its only, its bad 
excufe, and where a loathfome dif- 
cafc, poifons the fprings of life." 
Myiatirical friend, with whom 
(however I may value his abili- 
ties) I do not always feel difpofed 
to agree in opinion, concluded his 
harangue, by obferving,' that he 
divided the young men of the pre- 
fent day, into two clalTes ; firft, 
your pleafant, accompliflied, fenfi- 
We, undone bon-vivants, without 
'^^jrals, health or fortune, admired, 
P'fied, and negle<5led by every 
"^y : — The fecond, your ftiange, 
^^^ntric, out-of-the-way mortals, 
wiio are dull and unfafhionable 
^^^h to preferve their cftates, 
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chara£ters, and conflitiitions un- 
impaired,- but think"<^hemfelves 
perfectly at liberty to/" indulge rn 
odd whims, unaccountable fancies, 
and ftrange Angularities; " to con- 
clude, I prefer the latter with all 
his impcrfedtions on his head." 

To this fentence, from which 
many of my readers will diflent, 
he might have added, that the 
rare, the defirable chara£ber in the 
prefect age, is the man of plain 
good fenfe, and education, ofun- 
corrupted manners, whofe fenfi- 
bility is not too delicate, or feel- 
ings too refined for the common, 
the ufefiil, and the neceflary duties 
of a fon, a hufband, a father, or 
a friend ; who does not from afiFec- 
tati'on, or cowardice quit the poft 
.allotted to him by Providence, nor 
wander from the beaten turnpike 
road of life, through dread of the 
buftle of competition^ or the fnarejj 
of ill-defign ; dangers from which 
no man has a right to claim ex • 
emption, as moft of us poflefs 
ability and refolution to oppofe 
thefe chimeras of human life, if 
we chufe to call them forth. From 
the fcarcity of fuch characters iu 
the common trania6lions of man- 
kind, the firft and moft facred 
duties of fociety, too often fall into 
the hands of coxcombs, rafcals, and 
fools. 

" Take a knife with a com- 
mon edge, and it will do your 
bufinefs better," faid Swift to his 
friend Lewis the under fecretary, 
who was attempting to divide pa- 
per in a very aukward manner, 
with a fine delicate edged expenfive 
penknife. 

RUTHVEN, JOHN, Earl 
Go wry, a nobleman of Scot- 
land, and before James the ificoftd : 
afcended 



13* RUTHVEN. 

afc^nded the throne of England, 
cdntriver of an intended afTaflina* 
tion of that fingular charadler ; a 
tran(a6tioi>'tb which mafny writers, 
from a diflike pf the pedantry, 
principles, and nafty propenfities 
of James, have given a dilgraceful 
turn, or wholly denied. 

Yet after as fair and impartial 
an inveftigation as a detefter of the 
Steuarts, but a lover of truth, is 
capable of, I am compelled to de- 
clare, that th6 weight of hiflorical 
evidence is in favor of Gowry*s 
confpiracy, an Opinion in which 
I am fupported by a late refpeda- 
ble biographer, whofe elaborate 
and acute invefligations of difput- 
cd points in hiftory, are much 
more creditable and convincing, 
than his political pamphlets. The 
exiftence of the plot has alfo been 
rather invalidated by a fpecies of 
bon-mot put into James's mouth, 
but which in fa6t he never (poke ; 
it was a farcJafm ujttered by a dis- 
carded courtier, animals fo often 
metamorphofed into violent pa- 
triots. " They are fair lands," 
faid the ex-placeman in a whifper, 
** and Gowry would make a bon- 
ny traitor," is the expreflion to 
which I refer, occafioned by the 
king's looking attentively over 
Ruthven's grounds, in one of his 
rides. 

The fubje<^ of this article was 
alfo brother to one of the plump 
wives of Rubens, whofe protu- 
berant beauties have been handed 
down to poftcrity by the uxorious 
pencil of her hulband. , 

King James, on a certain occa* 
fion, as he hunted, was requefted 
by Alexander, a brother of Lord 
Gowry, to accotripany him to the 
family fW at St. John's Town, 



near Perth, where he £iid he had 
topped a ftranger of fufpicion^ 
appearance, with a quantity of 
foreign gold under his cloak. Th^ 
ftory was difregarded by the king, 
on account of the ftupid manned 
of the relater, and from a convic- 
tion, that he had no right to inter- 
meddle with the propertv of a 
fubjeft ; no treafure, unlew found 
in the earth, appertaining to th^ 
monarch. But as he followed the 
chace, the gold was ftill in his 
thoughts, and having reafon to 
fufpeft that large fums of money 
had lately been fent from France, 
to foment commotion, he refolvcdf 
to fee the man, and endeavour to 
find out the purpofe of a ftranger, 
fo unaccountably laden with 
wealth. 

After killing a buck, which kd* 
them a long chace, the king in- 
formed Alexander he would ac- 
company him, and diredly rode' 
fon^ards without mounting a frefh' 
horfe, telling the Duke or Lenox, 
and the Earl of Marr, that he- was 
going to Perth, to which place, 
thefe noblemen, and others, fol- 
lo>;Ced him, as well as the fatigued 
condition of themfelves and cat- 
tle would permit. James reached 
Lord Gowry's fome time before 
theni, Ruthven all the way ftrong- 
ly remonftrating aeainft acquaint- 
ing others with the fecret; hi% 
earneftnefs in this particular, witl^. 
a certain difturbed wild caft of hisv 
e^es, inclined the king to fufped -^ 
either a treafonable intention, o^m 
that the young man Was diforderesz: 
in his fenfes. With fuch feafcrrrr 
and fuch reafons for fear, he czam^ 
tered the caftlc with GoWry, wl^^ 
had gone out with fouricorea^^ 
tendants to meet him; his majeC^Z 
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terming crnly thrW of his own fer- 
▼ants with him, had outftrippfed the 
reft. After fome delay, dinner 
wa5 fffrved, the royal fuite, as they 
dropped in, (landing round accord- 
kig to cuftbm; the cafrl, penfive 
mtd deje6ted, at the end of the 
table, repeatedly whifpered ities- 
fxges to' his men, and fent them 
OOF of the room ; and wa&remark- 
ed by all, to do the honours of his 
boti4, in an embarrafTcd ungraceful 
manner. 

A dinner was provided for the 
courtiers, in another room, to 
which Gowry conduced them, 
txid the king was left alone with 
Alexander, who during the whole 
time had ftood behind his chair ; 
as foon as his brother went out, 
he whifpered to his majelty, that 
now W2B the time, but that none 
of the gentlemen muft, on any ac- 
count, attend. James then fufFer- 
ed hirtifelf to be conduced up a 
narrow winding ftair- cafe, through 
fevetnl chambers, the doors of 
which, his guide locked after him; 
thert croffinga gallery, and mount- 
ing- a fecond ftair-cafe, they found 
thtfjoifelves in a fmall ftudy, the 
door of which was inftantly locked ; 
^ fc11o\^ of an ill countenance, 
3tnbed with a dagger, rufhed forth 
*Tt)m behind the hanginjgs, and 
-Ahflcatidef clapping his hat on his 
■be^hl, and his f\^ord to the king's 
1.3rBttft, told him he was his pri- 
^onelr, and if he attempted to cry 
^jm, or niake.his efcape, he w'ould 
^idtige the weapon into his heart. 

James, who had no other de- 
fence than his hunting horn, gave 
"^imfelf up as a loft man; he how- 
^^r exfJoftulatcd with Ruthven 
■aind his alTociate, on the horror of 
. Ihedding their foverdgn'a blo6d, 
Vol. II. 



from vfhothj the fotmer in par- 
ticular, befides the reverfal of an 
attainder, and the family eftates, 
had received many favours; he 
told them, that murder never 
went long unpunifhed, that if his 
children and loyal fubjccts failed, 
the Almighty would raife up ftocks 
and jftones to avenge his blood. 
Alexander, ftamping his foot, cried 
out, '* Does not the death of my 
father rile up in judgment agatnft 
you r" ^^ I was then a mifior," 
replied the king, '* but I well re- 
member, he had ftrid juftic« ren- 
dered unto him, and fell b)' the laws 
of his country." 

*' Nts rhajt]fty^5 m€tr*vellous eloqu^cCy 
'With myhicb it has pleafed hcarven fo 
plentemijly to endonx) him^^* had, by 
this time, unmanned the fellow in 
the ftudy, who ftood trembling, 
and difconcerted, while the fweat 
hung in large drops on his face. 
Alexander at length, cafting his 
hand out in a deiperate manner, 
cHed, " There is no help for if, 
you muft die," and directly made 
a pufh at the king, which, fud- 
denly turning hrs body, he put 
afide with his hunting horn, and 
inftantly feizing the hand which 
held the fword, he gr^fped it firm- 
ly, and* darting his other hand at 
the aflaflin's throat, he brought 
him to the ground. 

While the king was in this 
perilous fituation, GrbWry, was en- 
tertaining the courtier? bselow, 
y^hen a fervant, previoufly in- 
ftru^ed, entered the hall, and 
told them, his majefty had left the 
caftle by a pofl^rn gate, was mount- 
ed on hortfeback, and on his vray 
homeward ; they direftly mfhed 
craft together, but Lenox, chancing 
to afk the porter at the gate, how 

T long 
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long his majefty had departed, he 
affirmed that he was not yet gone; 
the earl looked angry, called his 
man a liar, and laid he would 
foon know the truth ; he then went 
back to the hall, and ftioitly re- 
turning, aflured the noblemen, his 
majefty had been.fo long rode out, 
that unlefs they were expeditious, 
they 'would find it very difficult to 
overtake him : they then called for 
their horfes. 

James, in the mean time, having 
his antagonift at an advantage, 



Gowry, with fcvcn fervants armed, 
the next moment entered the 
room; a conteft, which lafled 
twenty minutes, enfued, but it 
pleafed God, notwithftanding fuch 
difparity, to give victory to the 
fmaller number. The carl, re- 
ceiving Ramfay's fword through 
his heart, expired without a groan ; 
and his fervants, covered with 
wounds, and exhibiting courage 
and attachment worthy a better 
caufe, wtre driven to a gallery, 
where, being faint with lofs of 



dragged him to the window, which blood, they were thrown over the 



he ordered the man, who ftood 
filent and paffive, to open; not 
being able, while he fecu red Ruth- 
ven, to force more than the right 
fide of his head, and right elbow 
through the cafement, he cried, in 
a loud voice, " They are murder- 
ing me I they are murdering me!" 
Lenox, Marr, and others, were 
paffing under the window at the mo- 
jnent ; and when they heard and faw 
the alarming fituation of the king, 
drew their (words, told Gowry he 
was a falfe traitor, and would have 
cut him in pieces, but for the in- 
terference of his fervants: Both 
parties ruflied into the caftle in 
confufion; fome attempted to 
reach the room from whence the 
voice proceeded, by the way his 
majefty went; others followed 
Gowry, who had the advantage of 
a private ftair-cafe, and knew all 
the bye-ways of the houfe. 

The king's attendants, Ramfay, 
Erfkine, and Herries, were how- 
ever happy enough to reach the 
fpot firft, and foon difpatched 
JUexander Ruthven, whofe laft 
words were, *' my brother is to 
blame." In the confufion, the 
man "with the dagger fled, aa4 



balluftrade of a lofty ftair-cafe. 

Soon after the victory was de- 
cided, Lenox, Marr, and others, 
joined them, having occupied the 
whole time, in battering down, 
or burfting open the various doors, 
the affaffin had fecured : as foon 
as they found his majefty unhurt, 
the whole party inftantly fell on 
their knees, to thank God for his 
happy deliverance. The town 
people, alarmed by the death of 
Gowry, their Provoft, at firft tu« 
multuoufly furrounded the houfe, 
but on being told of the foulnefs 
of his treafon, and after his ma- 
jefty had pleafantly harangued 
them from the window, they de- 
parted in peace. Ramfay, £r- 
(kine, and Herries, were en- 
nobled, and enriched with pre- 
fents: bonfires, and other public 
demonftrations of joy were general ; 
a proceffion was made to the Mar- 
ket Crofe, at Edinburgh, where 
a public thankfgiving was offiered, 
and a fermon preached, on the oc* 
cafion. 

RUTTY, JOHN, a phyfician, 
a quaker, and a well-informed 
writer on medical fubje6b, of whofe 
private life a pofthumous publica<P 

tion 
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tion bas I5een given, in the form of 
what he calls a Spiritual Journal. 
This produdtion, firom fingularity 
or coarfcnefs of expreffion, and 
from the minute ftri^tnefs of its 
diurnal fcrutiny, has afforded an 
opportunity to the faKHdioufly de- 
licate and gay, of treating with 
ridicule, one, who appears to have 
heen a fincerechriilian, and a con- 
fcientious difcharger of his focial 
duties. 

In this feverc retrofpe6b of his 
daily life and converfation, he en- 
ters occaiionally into trifling, and 
4mietimes into ludicrous details, 
of contefls between the flefh and 
the fpirit ; condemns with the ri- 
gor of an afcetic, the innocent 
gratifications, and fome of the 
harmlefs pleafures of life ; fcarcely 
faffers a hearty dinner, or a convi- 
vial meeting to pafs, without be- 
ftowing on himfelf the epithet of 
faumjh\ whilfl an undue warmth 
of temper, occafioned by conilitu- 
tional teniibility, and irritated into 
warm expreffion by pert, obftinate 
or igncfrant people about him, he 
fevcrely reprobates as fnappijb and 
unchriftian. 

For thefe and other reafons, the 
editor of his Spiritual Journal, 
with' a becoming folicitude for the 
reputation of his author, thought 
it necef&ry to prefix a certificate 
of the moral rectitude, a<EHve ex- 
ertioiif and decent deportment of 
Dr. Rut^, attefted by many repu- 
table members of his fociety; in 
order to remove any improper 
impreffioD, fuch a perpetual drain 
of felf-accufation, might produce 
on the mind of his reader. 

Yet, after ail the ftrokes of rail- 
lenr, humour, and iarcaim, it is 
•Qijr fay- filch rej^ularly repeated 



reviews, by fiich accurate and im- 
partial examinations and decifions 
of that internal tribunal, which 
God and Reafon have eflablifhed 
in our bofoms, that corre6b con- 
duft, or chriftian humility can 
be obtained. I cannot however 
defend our fenfible but enthufiaflic 
quaker, for his perpetual attacks 
on human fciences and art, a dex« 
terity in which he muft have takea 
fome pains to acquire, but which 
he takes fo many opportunities to 
depreciate, if not vilify. He ap- 
pears to have forgotten, that a 
phyfician, at lead the knowledge 
of a phyfician, is from God; 
and arrogantly wrapped up in his 
reveries on the utility of misfortune 
and difeafe, as keeping us fober 
and moderate, and on the principle 
of Cowley, that 

" Man's dark cottage, batter'd 

and decay'd, 
Lets in new light through chinks 
which time has made." 
he irrationally, and I think impi- 
oufly forgets, the numerous in- 
ftances in which we are indebted 
to the ingenuity of human effort, 
for comfort to ourfelves, and abi- 
lity to render kind offices to others. 
If the fuggeflions of fome pafiages 
in his Diary, were to be eflablifhed 
as rules for human condu^l, uno&j 
fending innocence and open-heart- 
ed honefly would fuffier equally 
with, and from the efie£ts of^ 
guilty indifcretion. 

He appears not to have recol- 
lected that one great and important 
employment of the Saviour of the 
world, was communicating health 
and fpirits to the infirm and de- 
jefted, and commanding the crip- 
pled and difeded to take up their 
beds and \K^dk. The conbfiency 
T a of 
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of Rutty's fyftcm, lifae that of other 
fyftems, which are repugnant tp 
human feelings, was happily and 
frequently broken in upon by the 
beneyoience pf his heart, and the 
pride of profeigpnal eminencp. 
Peculiarly iituated as he was, his 
life appears to have been a perpe- 
tual, and fometimes a painful 
firuggle, between fanaticifm, and 
good fenfe. 

If the compenfations of preju- 
dice, (hould prove not to be ample, 
though Mr. Burke endeavours with 
fuch eloquence and toil to prove 
they arcy how extremely dear do 
we pay for a coftly and cumber- 
fome hafnefs, which fetters the 
faireft of our intellectual exertions ? 
What pains do we beftpw on the 
texture and expanfion of an artifi- 
cial veil, which fhuts out light, 
and 4iffufes a dark cloud of doubt 
and anxiety, over the day-fpring 
and meridian of life, of know- 
ledge, and of joy ? 

SACKVILLE, Vifcount, origi- 
nally Lord George Sackville, 
an appellation, which he ex-, 
changed for the name and eftate 
of his paternal aunt, Lady Betty 
Gcrmaine, a baronet's widow, pf 
Drayton, in Nortbamptonfjiire, 
an acquaintance, and, a^ appears 
from leveral of her letters, pub- 
lifhed in his works, a fenfiblc cor- 
rcfpondent of Swift. Lord George 
was created a peer in the prefent 
reign, an elevation, produdtive of 
no fmall furprize at the time, and 
the fubjeft of much fevcre alterca- 
tion between certain diftinguiftied 
characters. 

This favourite of the fovereign, 
but never of the people, w^ 
accufed, by his enemies, of f*-. 
crificing on the plains of Mind^ . 



feyeral thoufand men, to a mktti* 
ken principle pf national etiquette, 
or the mis-conception of orders^ 
clearly and explicitly given, owing 
to the agitation of fear. After 
indulging himfelf on his defence, 
in declaiming again ft party malice, 
*to which he imputed his difgrace, 
he ftill infilled on the orders not . 
being intelligibly delivered; and 
as foon as he knew what he had to 
do, and a regiment which im- 
peded his marching had moved, 
that he attacked in front, with all 
poflible fpeed. But a court mar- 
tial,* by which his lordihip war 
tried, differed from hfm in opi- 
nion, and he was declared inca- 
pable of ferving in any military 
capacity whatever. 

His condu£t very much exafpe- 
rated the late good old king, who 
with his own hand, (truck his 
name from the lift of privy coun- 
fellors ; and was heard tp declare 
with emotion, and his ufual warmth 
of temper, (a generous, but quick- 
ly fubfiding warmth) that if he 
had not been a king, and the of> 
fencer his fubjedt, he would cer- 
tainly have challenged hiqi. Co- 
lonel Slpper remarked on- the Qeld 
of battle, his lor4fliip's embarrafled 
and confufe4 appearance; yet t 
can fcarcely irppute hh conduct to 
cowardice, which, though in a 
foldier an unpardonable failing, 
is not a crime, (for we have not 
all, the nerves and intrepidity of 
a hero) befides, in a duel with 
the late Governor Johnfon, he ap- 
pears to have afted with fufficient 
calmnefs and compofure. 

One path to fame being thqs^ 

for ever clofed againft hina, ^ith 

a refolutipn, pe^fh^ps a magnani- 

najty, which few men in* fimilar 

circum- 
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circumSaaceB woold have pofiefTed, 
he plunged « into the ftornay fea of 
government and politics; where, 
notwithftanding royal fmiles, and 
the friendly, elaborate, but unfuc- 
cefeful panegyric of Mr. Cumber- 
hndy be experienced defeat and 
<Jifeppointment, He was fecretary 
of ftate. for the colonies, during 
the American war, and on one 
^ccafion, prognofticated fuccefs, 
^ilh an emphalis, not common in 
his method of fpeaking. His ad- 
^•Crfaries, of whom I think he had 
% greater portion than falls to the 
Ipt of mod men, cried out with 
Exultation, that Minden and Sara- 
toga, would be everlafling monu- 
Qients of his courage as a general, 
dud his abilities as a ftatefman. 

During the unfortunate interval, 
of which I fpeak, certain national 
c}ebates, were conducted with a 
violence, heat, and perfevei*ance, 
\rbich a conviction of their high 
Importance, and a fenfe of national 
calamity, could alone infpire : the 
ftm^ period was alfo remarkable 
fpr a war, which, from choice or 
ijeccffity, was conducted by men, 
Vfho, as fenators, had earneflly 
ajrgqed, and regularly voted againft 
it. I could not help remarking the 
<:oiidu& of a certain general, who 
with feme glaring inconfillencies, 
w^ not without many valuable 
qualiti^ ; I could not but reipark 
lus haranguing the houfe of com- 
mons, at the moment he was a 
priioBer of the enemies of his 
country, and againft whom, he 
flK>uid not have accepted a com- 
mandy^tritb the principles he pro- 
ffflM- This parliaaicntary phce- 
Qoiaeaon, 4^ not bring to my 
i||in4 Regulu^ ^4iea he quitted 
the ftoatepf Rpmei oa his return 



to Carthage; the ** torvus humi 
pofuifle vultum," would have been 
wholly inapplicable. 

In the courfc of certain parlia- 
mentary debates, on appointing 
commiflioners of fuperviiion, to 
India, the attack o^ this noble 
Lord, (then a commoner) on an 
oriental delinquent, was eloquent, 
keen, and effedhial. The voiCe 
. of truth boldly pointing out 
undeniable fadt, covered with 
(hame a front not eafily difcon* 
certed. 

" The honorable gentleman," 
faid Lord George, " has been told 
by a witnefs, whom he called to 
anfwer his own purpofes, he has 
been honeflly told by his own 
evidence, that two thirds of his 
wealth were extorted by an arbi- 
trary and oppreffive tax on the 
miferable and exhaufled natives 
of India ; I appeal to ail who hear 
me, if the adual perpetrators of 
cruelty, and injuftice, are proper 
or likely perfons to corre<ft thofe 
mifchiefs, which their own iniqui« 
ties have produced ; will thofe per** 
fons refund their wealth, who, 
taking advantage of influence and 
power, have extracted by the rude 
gripe of oppreflion, the luxuriff 
and fuperfluities of their tablcr, 
from the fcanty pittance of the 
poor Hindoo ?" 

The eyes of the whole houfe 
were rivetted on the convi6lcd of- 
fender; a fliort ilruggle took place 
in his bread, between anger and 
remorfe, but the weight of guilt 
preponderating, he funk in con- 
nifion on his i^at. 

SALLUST, a Roman hiftorian, 
of genius, rank, and wealth, 
but of loofe manners, and luxu* 
rious habit^ of whofe valuable 
writings, 
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writings, a frtall part only are 
^tant at this prefent day. With a 
confiderable depth of philofopKic 
rcflc6tion and moral energy, occa- 
fionally clouded by pedantic affec- 
tation, iingularity of ftyle, and ec- 
centric verbal arrangement, he 
has been accufed of eloquently de- 
claiming againft thofe fafcinating 
indulgencies, which he enjoyed 
and prafticed himfelf, with lin- 
gular felicity, elegance, and tafte. 

In another part of this collec- 
tion, I have lamented how often 
great talents were united with fus- 
picious purity of morals; I ven- 
tured to fuggeft an opinion, that 
how much foever we might abhor 
the flagitious conduct, we ought 
not, on that account only, to de- 
prive, ourfelves of the advantage- 
ous helps of great ability. If no 
exertions, I might alfo have ad- 
ded, if no exertions are to be al- 
lowed in ethics, criticifm, and fa- 
tire, 'till we have authors without 
fault, and writers without blemilb, 
the worlds the prefs, and the pul- 
pit would have been deprived of 
many a fplcndid, many an elegant, 
and many a ufeful production. 
Such an index expurgatorious, 
would have denied admittance to 
Lucan and Sappho, to Horace', 

{uvenal, Ovid, and Tibullus; to 
)ryden and Steele, to Churchill 
and Sterne, to Wilkes arid Junius. 
But whilft juftice is due, under 
certain reftriftions, to the energies 
of genius, the firfl great bulwarks 
of civilized fociety are not to be 
battered down, the interefts of 
virtue and religion are not to be 
facrificed on the profane altars of 
unhallowed libertmifm, proflituted 
powers, and guilty ingenuity. Fu- 
ture ages wUI contemplate, with 



love and veneration, the mild man- 
ners, the correct domeftic conduft 
of Cicero, Addifon, Arbuthnot, 
Tillotfon, and Locke; while the 
depraved principles, and ruinous 
career of many a favourite of the 
nine, and many others, high in 
literature and modern renown, 
but contaminated by vicious en- 
ormity, will be handed down to 
poflerity with indelible marks of 
infamy and difgrace. He, who to 
the fkilful admonitions of vigour- 
ous intelle£t, {hall add the more 
powerful influence of good exam- 
ple, eredts his edifice on a fock> 
againfl which the florm Ihall rage, 
the rain defcend, and the winds 
ftruggle in vain. 

To a country Lady, who having 
heard much of Salluil, and was 
very defirous of being made ac- 
quainted with his writings, I once 
read by a winter evening's fireiide, 
part of his intereftiug account of 
Catiline's confpi racy, m fuch £n?- 
liih as an unpremeditated peruial 
would afford ; but at that part of 
the narrative which fpeaks of a 
lady who danced better than a 
modefl woman ought to dance, my 
reading was fuddenly interrupted. 
*• Excufe me," cried my feoude 
friend, an accompliihed woman, 
and celebrated as a graceful dancer, 
a circumdance, which, till the in- 
ftant, I did not reColle£t, " excufe 
me," fhe cried, with that ani- 
mated foftneis, infpired by wound- 
ed fenfibility, which tigers only« 
or men like tigers, are able Xxp 
refifl, " Is not the expreifion o€ 
your Latin writer rather except 
tionable? Can there poffibly be 
any indecorum in aimmg at per*- 
fe^ion in an art which gives m 
zeft to poliflxcd life, improves fi>- 
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cial intercoDrfe, and in the Mofaic 
Ritual, conflitutcd a pan of the 
national worftiip/* 

Embarrafled between politenefs 
to my fair friend, and my own 
inviolable regard to truth, ** Not 
pofitive moral turpitude," I re- 
plied, " but I am not without 
fear of its ultimately leading to 
fomc of the bye- roads. I am aware 
of the futility of arguing from the 
abufe agaihft the moderate ufe of 
pleafure, that the fame knife with 
which we cut a chicken may be 
applied to our throats; yet, it 
cannot be denied, that luxuriou 
fcafls, midnight dances, and licen 
tious fpe6tacles, . are too apt to 
inflame the paflions through the 
imagination." 

Indeed it is more than pro- 
bable, that a man, feduced by 
beauty and perfonal accomplifli- 
ments, to chufe his wife from cir- 
cles, enlivened by conflant diver- 
fion, and devoted to mufic and 
dance, mud not be difappointed, 
if his partner for life fhould prove • 
averfe to the hours and difcipline 
of a well regulated family. A little 
previous confideration of this cir- 
cumftabce, and a conviction, that 
the pleafantefl and mod fafcinating 
companions, are not always form- 
ed for wives and mothers of fami- 
lies, would prevent many a ridi- 
culous domeftic difclofure in the 
King's Bench, and at Do<^or's 
Commons. So many hu (bands 
would not then be tempted to the 
tte-a-tetes and petits foupers of 
Marybone and Soho, and many a 
heart-ach would be laved in Corn 
wall, and beyond the Tweed. 

SANTEUIL, JOHN BAP- 
TISTE, a Latin Poet, chiefly 
on reli^ous fubjed&; born at 



Paris in 1630, and painted in 

the lively, but indiflinft charadcrf 
of Bruyere, who, by over-charging 
his colouring, and multiplying the 
folds of his drapery, renders his 
pieces fo confufed, that the great 
outline and projecting features of 
his portraits are fometimc wholly 
loft. 

La Bruyere defcribes him under 
the name of Theodas, ** at one 
moment, complaifant, eaiy, and do- 
cile, (imple, credulous, playful, a 
child in grey hairs; the next 
inftant, violent, choleric, pas- 
fionate, and capricious ; (hrieking, 
jumping, and rolling on the 
ground, rattling like a fool, and 
thinking like a wife man, yet with 
all his buflPoonery, contortion, and 
grimace, a good man, a pleafant 
man, an excellent man". 

Santeuil was a regular canon of 
St, Victor, patronized by Bofluet, 
but never proceeded beyond dea- 
cons orders : this, however, did not 
prevent his doing the duty of a 
parifh church, on a day that the 
prieft could not be found ; he had 
fcarcely mounted the pulpit, be- 
fore he forgot himfelf, and wai 
confufed ; after a paufe, he retired, 
faying ** I had a great many things 
to fay to you, but it is needlefs to 
preach any more, you would not 
be the better for it." 

Being once miftaken by a pioui 
devotee for a confeflbr, fhe had 
difclofed a long catalogue of frail- 
ties, before the miftake was dif- 
covered ; " I will inftantly go and 
complain of you to the prior," faid 
the enraged lady; '* In the mean 
time," replied the poet, " I fball 
make the beft of my way to your 
hufband," an anfwer, which was 
the fignal for mutual peace. 

A ceitain 
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But a race which had repeslted- 
Jy given to their country, Confiils, 
Di6tator$, Tribunes, Ccnfors^ and 
Pontiffs, which had contefted with 
Hannibal, his bloody victory at 
Cannae, and finally fubverted in 
the perfon of Scipta, the founda- 
tions of Carthage ; was reduced to 
poverty and infignihcance in their 
defcendant, the father of the fub- 
je£k of this article, who, in the 
humble budnefs of a dealer in 
wood and charcoal, had acquired 
by minute diligence, and the pa- 
tient accumulation of petty pro- 
fits, a fum, which in the prefent 
rate of Englifh currency, cannot 
be valued at more than three hun- 
dred pounds; a fortune which 
wholly unequal to the cravings of 
luxury, and the wafle of profufion, 
raifed its frugal and honed pofTes* 
for above want and dependence. 

" This fum, and ten flaves, 
was the whole of my inheritance," 
fays Marcus Emilius Scaurus, in 
the memoirs of his own life, which 
though they merited the praife of 
Tacitus and Cicero, excepting a 
few fragments ih an antient writer, 
are no longer extant, " and I 
chofe," he continues, " the pro- 
feffion of a public pleader, in or- 
der to make myfelf generally 
known :" three declining genera- 
tions having fo compleatly buried 
liis family in obfcurity, that it had 
for fome time been thought ex- 
tin6i; and on entering into life, 
he was coniidered as a flranger of 
mean extra£tion. 

He is praifed by Cicero for 
courage and perfeverance, not* 
withlbnding his defeds in elegant 
language, and a want of aflurance 
in his mode of delivery, which are 
generally cohfidered as necefiary 



requifites in a public fpeaker ; yet 
I am not certain, that fuch diiad-* 
vantages are not over-balanced by 
that uitereil and affedion, which 
we feel for embar raffed diflidence, 
while the efforts of impudence are 
often rendered ineffcdtual, by in- 
fulting audacity, or proud uncon- 
cern. Succefs, and a better ac- 
quaintance with mankind, enabled 
him to remove thefe obilacles, and 
the army being the great road to 
preferment, Scaurus united, accord* 
ing to the cuflom of his country, 
the prcfeflion of a foldier, with 
the praftice of a pleader. After 
two campaigns in Spain and Sar- 
dinia, he obtained the JEAWcfhipf 
which had been generally fought 
for the purpofe of procuring po- 
pular applaufe, by magnificence 
and fhow ; thefe were incompati- 
ble with the flate of his finances, 
and he was content without cx- 
penfive fpe£tacles to fulfil with di- 
ligence the duties of his office, 
which fuperintended the police of 
the city. His I ults had hitherto 
efcaped the public eye, and it was 
not till he offered himfelf a candi* 
date for the confulfhip, that he 
difplayed his predominating cha- 
racter, which had been concealed 
by the policy of a young man, 
anxious to fecure the fuffirages (rf 
his fellow-citizens. 

A contefled election has been 
faid to afford a man many oppor- 
tunities of hearing every thing that 
can be advanced againft him : on 
one of thefe occafions, a peribn 
who offeretl himfelf to reprefent 
an Englifh borough, put the' fol- 
lowing quefiion to his wife, after 
a twenty years marriage : " What 
fcandalous fiory do you think my 
adverfaries have been circulating 
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this morning on the huftings ? 

they inftilted me in various ways, 
and with other taunts, exclaimed, 
his wife wears a glafs eye:" fixing 
his own at the fame time ftedfaftly 
o«i the countenance of his better 
half. 

•*It is too true," replied the 
lady, dropping her head in con- 
^^lion, ** it is too true, but I was 
•ivvays afraid to mention the cir- 
cumftance, left it might diminifh 
your afFe^ion; how our good 
friends, the mob, ftiould know it, 
I can't imagine, for no one but 
niyfelf and the occulift, who has 
been dead many years, were ac- 
quainted with the fecret." 

Having obtained the'confulfliip, 
in which he was coniiderably as- 
fiftcd by fhe eftat-e.trfa wealthy ci- 
tizen, bequeathed to him by a will 
which involved him in a law fuit; 
our ambitious Roman threw off the 
mafk, and though his worlt ene- 
mies could not deny the ardor of 
his zeal in tlie fervice of his coun- 
try, it was confidered only as a fe- 
oondary motive to his own aggran- 
dizement; his deportment was 
haughty, his temper unforgiving, 
»nda love of money the ruling 
paffion of his foul. 

Faffing on a certain occafion by 

^ tribunal pf a Pi*a*tor, who en- 

^ged in the adminiftration of jus- 

^'Ce, negle6ted to rife when our 

^onful palled, he ordered the Lic- 

jp*^ to drag him inftantly from his 

^^t, and tear off his robes: he 

p^cflly enforced the laws againft 

""^^^ry ; and abolifhed a regulation 

^5^Sed by Gracchus forty years 

??:*^re, which deprived of a vote, 

^,'^^ho could not produce a male 

****^1^ or were not poflefled of 



property to the amount of fifiy^ 
pounds. 

From domeftic reform, he led 
the Romans to victory over the 
Ligurians, who inhabited that 
angle between Italy and France, 
which defccnding from the Appe- 
nines to the Tufcan Sea, is the leat 
of the modern Republic of Genoa. 
To obviate the unhealthy effefts of 
inundation and ftagnant water, he 
caufed a canal to be cut from Parm& 
to Placentia, which converted an 
uncultivated and unwholefome 
marili, into a fertile diftrifl ; and 
fuch was the feverity of his military 
difcipline, that a farmer, on whofe 
eround the troops were encamped 
leveral days, was furprized on vifit- 
ing an orchard which ftood in the 
midft of the camp, to find his fruit 
untouched. Croffing the Po, he 
made himfelf mafter of the hilly 
country round Trent, took Forum 
Julii and Aquileia, and traverfing 
the fhores of the Adriatic, penetrat- 
ed into the countries to which the 
modern names of Iftria and Carni<> 
ola have been given, never before 
vifited by the Roman arms; but 
his career of viftory was embitter- ' 
ed by family misfortune, having 
feverely reprimanded his fon, be- 
fore the troops, for a want of 
courage or condu6l; terrified by 
guilt, or mortified by the anguim 
of opprefied innocence, and harlh 
corre6kion, the young man put ^n 
end to his life. 

Triumphal honours^ were de-? 
creed to Scaurus; he w^s naaied 
by the Cenfors, Prince of the Se- 
nate, an honour, which though 
not actually invefiing him with 
any new authority, was attended 
with confiderable infiuc^n^e; oi;^ 
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of the privileges was a right to 
fpi;ak firft on any public queftion. 
The Patricians were at this time 
engaged in a bufinefs not very ho- 
nourable to Roman virtue. The 
intrepid but perfidious Jugurtha, 
not iatisfied with a- third part of 
Numidia, bequeathed to him by 
his uncle Micipfa, King of that 
country, and a faithful alJy of the 
Roman people, was endeavouring 
to deprive the children of his be- 
nefa^or, by fraud or by violence, 
of their inheritance ; an attempt, 
in which he was too fuccefsful. 
After deflroying Hiempfal, one of 
the fons of Micipia, the crafty 
• African fent immenfe treafures to 
Rome, for the purpofe of bribing 
the fcnate, who wavered, and 
amufing the people, who were 
warmly interefled for the injured 

gandfons of Mafiniffa. Having 
cured a majority in the fenate, 
he attacked Adherbal, the furviv- 
itig fon, defeated him, and purfu- 
ing the fugitive prince to Cirtha, 
laid clofe fiege to that city, which 
was his capital, and flood on the 
ground now occupied by Conflan- 
tina, in the piratical kingdom of 
Algiers. 

Scaurus, on this occafion, was 
fufpe6ted of corruption, but a^bed 
with confiderable caution : it was 
not eafy to gratify his avarice, and 
at the fame time retain the good* 
will of the people, who, in poli- 
tical contefls, make up in bulk 
and number for the mmute por- 
tion of power each individual en- 
joys ; to ufe the expreffion of an 
ingenious writer, he found it dif- 
^ ficult to chufe, between his ioterefl 
and reputation. The defcendant 
of Scipio fpoke vioieaUy againft 



Jugurtha in the fenate, atid beto( 
appointed to command the Afri- 
can army, crofTed the Mediterra- 
nean, and fummoned the Numi- 
dian to appear before him. But 
his vigor was relaxed by humiliat- 
ing melTages, or the more power- 
ful influence of gold ; after much 
of public conceffion and private 
intrigue, in which the interefts of 
a traitor, and the preferving Scau- 
rus from blame, were equally ba- 
lanced, the Roman general return- 
ed, without rendering any effec- 
tual alfiilance to Adherbal ; every 
refource being exhaufted, that 
unhappy prince was obliged by 
famine to capitulate to his inhu- 
man and ungrateful conqueror, 
who put him to a cruel death. 

A proceeding more difgracefiil 
cannot be imagined, or more mor- 
tifying to a people not wholly loA 
to the feelings of nature and 
juftice; the murderer of his bene- 
fa£bors family, and the artful de» 
fier of Roman authority, would 
have gone unpunifhed, \mt for the 
Tribune Memmius, an invetenie 
enemy of the Patricians, who com- 
pelled the fenate to fend a fccond 
army into Africa, under Calpur- 
nius and Scaurus, who were both 
deceived by the humble declara- 
tions, or purchafed by the gifts of 
the tyrant 

It is not confident with the na- 
ture of my work, to enlarge on 
the corruptions of the fenatorial 
order, or the artifices by which 
Jugurtha was enabled repeatedly 
to elude public indignation ; hts 
memorable faroaim on Roman To- 
nality, when he left the city* to 
which he had repaired, and endea^ 
voured. to excite public coonpaffion, 

by. 
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bjF abje^k de{x>rtmcnt, ami a de* 
graded appearance, are known to 
moil readers. The circuniAance 
in thefe tranfa6tions which drd at* 
traded my notice, is, that Scturu% 
the whole of whoie condud ap* 
pears to have been tainted with 
venality, fl^ould have been able to 
preferve the confidence of the peo- 
ple; they were probably dazzled 
by his wealth; his milirary fuccefs, 
the glories of his anceflors, and 
bis plaufible manners, or intimi- 
dated by his predominating fpirit. 
** Your friends and defenders," 
exclainoed Memmius in a fpeech 
to the people, and with Scaurus 
evidently in his eye, " your friends 
and defenders die unpitied and un« 
revenged; Gracchus and Fulvius 
were led to execution, and the pri* 
ions crowded with their followers ; 
but OB thofe who make a traffic of 
public authority, who itli the 
power of the people, and the ho- 
nour of our armies, the firft ofSces 
of the commonwealth are beftow* 
ed ; they enjoy triumphal honoui's, 
sod difgrace that fimplicity of 
manners, once the honourable 
chara^teriftic of a Roman; with 
haughty demeanour, and meafured 
flep9, they infult us as they pafs the 
.ftreets, by an elaborate diiplay of 
nu^ificence and wealth ; to have 
pot to death a Tribune of the 
people, or to have propofed an 
oppreifive decree, to fuch men is 
Blatter of exultation.'* 

Opimius, the friend of Cicero, 
Cato, a nephew of the immortal 
Scipio, Calpurnius, Gaiba, and 
Aibinufl, all of confular dignity 
and illuftrious family, were at lail, 
by the patriotic or the malignant 
induCb'y of the Tribunes, punifhed 
by fine^ baniihrneot, or imprifbn- 



ment. Not (atisHed with his own 
&fetv, Scaurus occafionally pleaded 
in tfieir defence, and, on one of 
thefe tiying occafions, is faid to 
have been embarrafled by a coarfe 
allu^n of Menunius, who, ob- 
ierving a funeral, interrupted his 
harangue, by faying, ^' Don't you 
fee what is paifing in the fireet ? 
you arc only lofing time here^ 
when, perhaps, fome advantage 
might bt made of the will of the 
deceafed." 

A remarkable inftance of dex- 
terous reiblution and firmnefs of 
mind, occurred in the decline of 
his life, when from a love of mo- 
ney, that growing vice of old age, 
though other appetites decay, he 
was accufed of a treafonable cor- 
reipondence with Mithridates King 
of Pontus. For the fame crime, 
two of his friends, contaminated 
by the venality of the times, were 
driven into banifhment, and Scau- 
rus was advifed to prevent difgrace 
by a prudent and voluntary retire- 
ment. _ 

Worn down by years and infir- 
mity, at the age of eighty, he 
inlifled on being Conveyed in a fit- 
ter before an aSembly of the peo- 
ple, who. were flrongly alFe^bed by 
the venerable appearance of the 
hoary dsfcendant of the Scipios^ 
and perhaps had been previously 
foftened by a well-timed applica^p 
tion of that precious metal, whofe 
magic touch (b few of us are able 
to refift, 

Raifing himfelf a little from a 
reclining pofhire, he thus addreiTed 
the lifteuing multitude : 

^' Romans, one Varius, a Spas- 

niard, of obfcure birth, a man of 

yeflerday, accufes Marcus Emilius 

Scaurus, who led your fathers to 

viftory 
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viftory and renown, of having 
received a bribe from. the King of 
Pontus. Marcus Emilius, Prince 
of the Senate, denies the charge ; 
which of us do you judge moft 
worthy of credit, I will abide by 
your -decifion ? " Ten thoufand 
voices immediately proclaimed him 
innocent of the charge. His ac- 
cufer was driven ignominioufly 
from the fpot, and, linking under 
a real or pretended agitation of 
fpirits, the fuccefsful orator was 
followed to his houfe with long 
continued burfts of applaufe. 
• In perufing the pages of anti 
quity, I have frequently confi- 
dered, with attention, the cha- 
ra^er of Scaurus ; uniting the va- 
rious qualifications necelTary for 
cxercifing civil, as well as military 
duties, with reputation, he renew- 
ed the glories of his family, and 
rendered eflential fervice to his 
countiy ; but his virtues were ob- 
fcured by a love of money, which 
the narrownefs of an early fortune 
might have fomewhat excufed, but 
avarice increafcd with his poflef- 
fions. 

In various trying paflages of his 
life, the Roman people (if I may 
be allowed an allufion) were a 
many-ilringed inftrument, in the 
hand of a (kilful mailer; by the 
harmony of tones, or the deilterity. 
of a fine finger, he rendered them 
fubfervient to political purpofes. 
Like the royal mufician of Ifrael, 
he evaded the rage of powerful 
enemies, to whom many of his 
cotemporaries, equally rich and 
equally venal, fell a facrifice; he 
efcaped the fiiry of democratic 
Tribunes, and exafperated rivals, 
by a dexterous management of 
thofe firings,, which, when pro- 



perly touched, the human heart, 
or the human hand, are fo formed, 
as to vibrate in unifon with them. 

In this rapid (ketch of an emi- 
nent Roman, I flattered myfelf I 
had equally avoided the malignan- 
cy of one of his perfonal enemies, 
an eloquent hiflorian, and the lar 
vi(h encomiums of another, his 
profeft panegyrift; but all my care 
has not preferved this article from 
cenfure. I confefs, I have ven- 
tured to differ in opinion with a 
refpe6table modern, and, but for 
his perpetual allufion to prefent 
political circumftances, an agreea- 
ble writer. Scaurus being chofen 
Prince of the Senate, feems to be 
confidered, by this gentleman, as 
a proof of his pre-eminence in vir- 
tue ; the ftate of the empire, and 
the mjpners of the Patricians at 
that period, demonftrate the falli- 
bility of fuch reafoning. 

The fuccefs of Jugurtha, a 
murderer and an ungrateful ufur* 
per, determine the ftate and purity 
of public principle at that time j 
and after allowing to Scaurus every 
merit of a highly endowed magis- 
trate, and an active general, I find 
it impoflible to acquit him of con- 
niving at and being corrupted by 
the crafty Numidian; I have al- 
lowed him the praife of greatnefs 
of mind, in his anfwer to tht 
charge of Varius, but, with all ^ 
my fuppfed iendenclet^ I cannot 
confider the tumultuous refolutions 
of a fickle multitude, fed from 
his table, as decifive proofs of his 
innocence or guilt. 

With all his faults, aggravated 
by malignancy and envy, and 
his virtues, highly coloured and 
overcharged by friendfhip, Scau- 
rus appears to have been th«it 
compound 



SCOTT. 



151 



compound natural chara6lcr, eve- 
ry day met with in life, a mixture 
of weaknefs and magnanimity. 
Able and willing, on moil occa- 
fions, to perform his duty, to a6l 
or to fuffer as a public man, he 
rendered his great abilities fubfer- 
vicnt to private intereft, and, as is 
common in old age, grew too fond 
of pounds, (hillings, and pence. 

SCOTT, JOHN, a member of 
the Englifh Houfe of Com- 
mons, a major in the Eail-India 
fenrice, and an indefatigable par- 
tizah of Mr. Haflings. I wifh not 
to interrupt his inceffant applica- 
tion to the labours of the prefs, 
I would not deprive the newf- 
p^rs of well-turned profitable 
paragraphs, nor the public, of 
fpirited pamphlets ; it is my defign 
merejy to remark, his conllant and 
elaborate efforts to prove, that the 
late Governor General, is a man 
of fmall fortune, and that the 
coads of Malabar and Coroman- 
dcl have for many years, ceafed to 
be fources of Afiatic wealth. 

** There is not," fays the Ma- 
jor, with much good fenfe, but 
with evident obliquity of defign, 
•* there is not a more midaken idea, 
than that which has been fo induf. 
trioufly circulated and believed, 
that enormous fortunes are rapidly 
and eafily made, by the Company's 
fervants in Bengal. I have in my 
hand, an accurate and authentic 
lift of five hundred and eight per- 
fonsoii the civil eflablifhment, who 
have been appointed in the lad 
twenty-two years ; of thefe, one 
hundred and fifty are gone to a 
land, from which they never can 
return; thirty-feven are at this 
time in their native country, in 
S^nerai with moderate fortunes; and 



of the three hundred and twentv- 
one now (1784) in Bengal, the 
chances are againft the majority of 
them returning to England, with 
more than a competency. 

'* Of the military gentlemen, 
who have acquired immenfe wealth, 
the number is inconfiderable. — 
Twelve hundred officers have been 
appointed in Bengal, during the 
period above mentioned, but I am 
convinced that not more than fifty of 
thofe have returned with a comfor- 
table fubfiflence. For myfelf, I truft 
that feven thoufand pounds, will 
not be confidered as a very unrea- 
fonable reward, for fixteen of the 
bed years of my life, devoted to 
the fervice and climate of Afia ; I 
know only of five, who have 
brought home more than twenty 
thoufand pounds ; many have ar- 
rived in England with lefs fortunes 
than mine ; but too many worthy 
individuals, difabled by wounds, 
and ill health, are receiving a 
bare fubfidence from Lord Clive*8 
military fund." 

The official integrity of Mr. 
Hadings, as a public man, it is not 
my wifli to impeach ; but the me- 
diocrity of his finances, notwith- 
danding the artful manoeuvres of 
his male, as well as female agents, 
for good and fubdantial reafons, 
I beg leave unceremonioufly to 
deny. 

I acknowledge, I readily ack- 
nowledge, the civil and military 
talents of the Governor-Genei-al, 
his drong and various claims on 
the Company for meritorious fer- 
vice, and his fplendid patronage 
of arts and learning ; but were it 
permitted in certain cafes, (which 
I thank God it is not) to put in- 
terrogatories in Lord Mansfield's 
favourite 
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favourite way, and take dcpofiti- 
ons on oath ; I could clearly and 
fatisfaftorily prove, from official 
documents, oral evidence, and 
confidential correfpondence, that 
Mr. Haftings, before he fet foot 
on the ihip, which conveyed him 
to Europe, was poflefled by him- 
felf, or in the name of others, of 
money and effects, amounting to 
more than three hundred and 
eighty feven thoufand pounds. 

After Major Scott's repeated 
avowal of his facred regard to 
truth, it would be unfair to doubt 
his affertions, refpe6ting his own 
pecuniary acquirements in India ; 
for the honour of a foldier is 
delicate, and like the reputation of 
the dictator's wife, fhould be as 
untainted by imputed, as it is free 
from real guilt: but if the ftate- 
ment he gives of his own finances, 
is corrc£t, I venture to pronounce 
him a very improvident man. 
With only fuch a fortune as he men- 
tions, his mode of life, his feat in 
parliament, and other habits, which, 
for fear of producing a blufti on his 
diffident cheek, I ihall not mention, 
furely prove him inconfiderate, 
ra{h,'and imprudent. 

With his gentlemen on the Civil, 
and even fome on the Military 
Eftabli{hment8 of India, who he 
fays have returned (heaven reward 
their difinterefled views) with what 
he calls moderate, or inconfidera- 
ble fortunes, it has at times been 
my happinefs, or my misfortune to 
form an acquaintance. They have 
for the moil part been fecial and 
hofpltable, eager rather than ready 
to obferve and keep up the inter- 
courfe and civilities of modern 
life. But I have too often felt my 
wealthy neighbours break ip oa 



the comforts of my paternal fpot : 
the luxuries, and fometimes the 
common articles of my table, ne- 
cefiarily frugal from the unpropiti- 
ous circumftances of the times, 
have been monopolized, or raifed 
to an enormous price; my flum- 
bers have been interrupted by mid- 
night Bacchanals. An adjoining 
vale watered by a (edgy dream, and 
bordered on one fide by a wild 
copfe, the favourite fpot of my 
early life, for excrcife and contem- 
plation, have been cleared, grub- 
bed up, diftorted or improvwi by 
the tyrannic hand of tafte, ftrength- 
ened by wealth, but not always di- 
refted by judgment. 

Two neighbouring borou^is, 
which for more than a century had 
filentiy and implicitly obeyed trea- 
fury mandates, or yielded to tbc 
natural influence of the principal 
families and property of the coun- 
ty, have been tempted from their 
allegiance, by the profits of a con- 
tefted election, which circulating 
and diffufing the gold of my Afia- 
tic friends, has fplit them into 
contending parties, while political 
animofity, and mercenary cabal, 
diftra<ft what was once termed by a 
popular poet, the realm of peace. 

But for the nocturnal aiSidaitj 
of a poacher, whom I am com- 
pelled by my neighbours to ear 
courage, I fhould never tafte a hare 
or a trout. The primitive man- 
ners, and exemplary oeconoDnyof 
my fblitary old domeftic, are fcaoi- 
dalized by the riotous vices, and 
iavifh profiifion of the liveried 
menials around us; while our 
ruddy milk maids and lufty coun- 
try girls, are feduced from firefli 
air, rude health, innocent mirth, 
and rural tranquility, by vakt% 
grooms. 
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grooms, or their mafters, to the 
winter abodes of infamy, imoke, 
fin, and fea coaL 

To conclude, I cannot agree 
'wkh the fubjed of this article, oa 
fht inconfiftency and hardihips of 
the proceedings agiinfl Mr. Haft- 
ings. In the prdfent difpofal of 
JI^R^an events, private convenience 
fB»^ ever yield to public advant- 
«gp; and I cannot but think the 
impeachment of Mr. Haftings, in* 
dependept of its event, or his con- 
du^ as a tranfa^ion, highly con- 
xiydve to the welfare and goo^ 

£rerAq[ient of our Afiatic pofles- 
ns. 

Jn a country, from which, as ijt 
J^ jbe^n before obferved, *^ every 
Oaaa wiflies to d^piart as ^n as he 
can wldx his whole fort^ine, an4 
fof which, the mpnieot he reaches 
Surope, be is perfc^l^r indifferent; 
JA a jcountry iecured from the eye 
of its mafters, by a diftance of ten 
thoufand miles," it was judged n^.- 
<e^ry and expedie^l^ to imprefs 
lA^ ine^^rable omnipotence of the 
Jlog^Uh laws, as a leflbn to future 
Goveroorsand Comnianders. Its 
iklutary efie^ I underiland have 
been already ackoowlec^ed and 
felt, by the concurring teftimony 
of mtives as well as Europeans. 

SECTARIES, a recipe for 
filencing them, but not exoBW 
fjOGordiog to the Birmingham DiU 
penfary ; fee Roc, Samuel. Of the 
abhorrence in which certain orien* 
td iieds hold each other, a curious 
inftmce is nvenby a French mif* 
£oiwuy, in nis Travels to Tartary* 
The Perfians^ Turks, ^oqgb 
ifaflv boA profejls the Mabooietaii 
fiunkf umilge themfclvef in n 
jMirUl «fld holy averilon on |hf 
jbbjA^ of coftMo mmttc f>bftrv^ 
. .Vol. n. 



ances, with refpe& to waflung be- 
fore they pray; both agree that 
thQ prophet commands ablution, 
bi!ft the mode has afforded matter 
of debate and of bitter controverfy. 
The Turk puts his hand into the 
water, and taking up fome in his 
palm, liolds his arm obliquelv up- 
war4s, and lets it run to his elbow. 
The Perfian turns with horror 
from fuch profiane herefy ; and in 
the warmth of orthodox zeal, take- 
ing water in his hand, carries it to 
the oppoiite elbow, letting it run 
dowjQ his arm, and drop from the 
end of his fingers : both parties, at 
the fame time, pronouncing dam- 
nation on each other, for deviating 
frofi^ the proper method. 

Before we ridicule or cenfure 
fuch abfurdities, let us be careful, 
that as Chriilians aftd Engliihmen, 
we are not bigotted to trifles, equal- 
ly filly an4 unimportant. 

SERBELLONE, FABRICIUS, 
a difgrace to the military pro- 
feffion, patroni^d and em^oyed 
againfl the Protefiants of Avignon 
and Orange, by Pope Pius the 
fourth, and that unfeeling Empe*- 
ror, Charles the Fifth. 

This infamous Satellite of the 
Vatican, blots the prefent pace, 
only for the pyrpofo of recprdmg 
an execrable refin^^nent of cruelty, 
united with religious rancour, wor- 
thy the monfi;ers who employed 
tiimf and highly gratifying to hi? 
own brutality of manners, and 
$biril for blood. 

Hav^jg, as he imagined, ex- 
)iaufied his invention in fegrch of 
new i]:»Qdes of torture, by fofpend* 
ing in chimnies, impaling, an4 
rowing by ^am fires, the unfori- 
tynate wretches who foil i^to hif 
\»^ V4 by 9th^. ^f^s Xf^ 

X Ihocking 
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fhocking and too iiidecent to recite: 
It the inftigation of Satan of his 
prime miniuers, at St Peter's arid 
Vienna, he procured a number' of 
Geneva Bibles, and folding the 
leaves into long and narrow flips, 
he larded with them the bodies 
and limbs of his miferable vi&'i^Sy 
previous to his committing them 
to the flames. Adding infult to 
injury, he told them, in the agonies 
of death, ** That he knew it was 
an edition of the Bible they were 
attached to, and he was determin- 
ed they ftiOuld have enough of it.'* 
Such have been the enormities 
of thofe who fancied they were 
doing God fervice, and fulfilling 
their duty, under a gofpel which 
preaches love and good-vi^xll towards 
man. Such are the effe6ts of blind 
bigotry and inflamed zeal; fuch the 
confequences of pra^tifing the ex^ 
terttalsy the mummeries^ and the cerg- 
ntomesy without imbibing the fpirit 
of Chriftianity. 
Tantum religio potuit fuadere 

malorum. :'■■■ 
I record with forrow, that Ser- 
bellone died a natural death in 
1 566. The world has for centu- 
ries been deafened with the deed of 
Brutus in the Capitol. Was there 
no kind dagger, no friendly hand 
in compamon to violated nature 
and opprefled humanity, to rid the 
world of fuch a monstea. The 
Di6tator, with all his faults, was a 
man^ he poflfefled many endearing 
and amiable qualities, and as the 
fequel proved, had adopted a con- 
du6^, bed calculated for the baie 
degenerate dregs of Roman cor- 
n\ption. 

SERVIN, Monfieur, a young 
Frenchman, of good extrac- 
tion, who attended & Puke of 



Sully on his embafly to England, 
in the year 1603, at the preffing 
requcft of his father, a remarkable 
and earned rcqueftj it was, that 
he would try to make him an ho* 
heft man, which induced that 
great minifter to fearch into his 
charadler. 

He found hihi cf a genius fo 
lively, that nothing coiild cfcape 
his penetration, and of a memoiy 
{q retentive, that he feemed never 
to forget; well acquainted with 
philofophy, mathematics, and for- 
tification, and excelling particular* 
ly in religious controverfy, and 
polemic divinity : to thefe qualifi^ 
cations were added a knowledge of 
the dead, as well as the modem 
languages, and a peculiar talent at 
mimicry, which, with great mufi* 
cal and vocal fkill, rendered his 
company highly agreeable; he was 
of a well made vigorous form, ex- 
pert as well as graceful in moft 
rtianly exercifes* 

But the fame man, thus highlj 
endowed, was falfe, cruel, and 
cowardly ; a fharper, a drunkard, 
and glutton ; and, notwithftanding 
his rank in life gave him a right 
as well. as opportunity to aflfociate 
with the firft charafters for rank 
and fame, he delighted in the vileft 
of company, in ienfuaiity without 
refinement, which, with other bole 
purfuits, cut him off in the flower 
of his age, and he laftly died in a 
brothel. 

• Servirt, whofe charader I fuf* 
pe6t has been embelliflied by the 
invention, or darkened by the re- 
fentments of Sully, at once a mir- 
acle and a monfter, is an additional 
proof, that happineis does not con* 
lift in a poflTemon of the greateft 
perfonal and external advantiM, 

but 



SHERIDAN. 



»S$ 



twt in a right ufe and application 
of them ; and, when we confider, 
that of him to whom much is given, 
much (hall be required, mediocrity 
of talent is rather to be defired than 
fplendid ability and high attain- 
ment. 

SHERIPAN, RICHARD 
BRINSLEY, a member of 
parliament^ a dramatic writer, an 
9.cute poIiHcian, and a grandfon of 
the friend and intimate companion 
of Swift; a fituation which Dr. 
Sheridan found in every refpe£l 
not the moll definable, as the Dean 
appears to have confidered himfelf 
authorized by genius or predomi- 
nating prefumption, to convert 
many of his refpeftable cotempo- 
raries into butts, for the exertion 
of his talent at ridicule and fatire, 
not fanftioned in every inftance 
by the awards of jtiilice and of 
truth. 

A frefh teftimony of the defers 
of this work, in tafte and judg- 
ment, will probably arife againft 
me, when I prof efs that the School 
for Scandal, for original invention, 
ufefijl application to the purpofes 
of life, and interefting combination 
of incident, is not in my opinion, 
that produdion, for which Mr. 
Sheridan will be moft indebted fpr 
fbe eftabliibment cf his poflhu* 
mous fame. The plot evidently 
and as I underftand from the au* 
thor*s confefiion, avowedly bor- 
rowed from his mother*s once fa« 
vouritc novel, Sydney Biddulph ; 
the ientiments, and the leading 
plan, profefledly Henry Fielding's, 
while Charles and Jofeph Surface, 
arc in reality, the Tom Jones and 
Blifil of our great novelift, with a 
iplendid varnifh of modern man- 
ners and laihionable refinemei^t, 



difFiifed over the fcenes« With 
thefe drawbacks on the fcore of 
originality, and mother drawbacks, 
which I may hereafter remark^ 
who can, or who wiihes to deny, 
that Mr. Sheridan's comedy, com- 
pared to the productions of his co- 
temporaries, is a mountain of Gol- 
conda diamonds to a mol&-hiU of 
Priftol ftone. 

Yet, notwithftanding all its me* 
rits of neat dialogue, lively repartee,^ 
and humorous Tally, I had rather 
be the author of the conveifation 
parts, but not the dramatic fatire 
of the critic, which is frequently 
forced, unfounded, and far fetch- 
ed ; I alfo prefer his fpeech, dur- 
ing the impeachment, i^Weftmin- 
fter-Hall, his monody to the me- 
mory of Garrick, and his attacks 
on Mr. Pitt, during the progrefe 
of the Tobacco Bill, through the 
Houfe of Commons, which laft, 
whether confidered as extempore 
effufions, or premeditated elaborate 
fpeeches, pleafed me at the time, 
beyond any of his other perform'' 
ances, by a rare union of wit, ar- 
gument, and ludicrous analogy. 

" Mr. Sheridan," faid a lady, 
whofe converfation I had rather 
liften to, tnan the beft play of our 
beft writer, " Mr. Sheridan is a 
fool if he pays a bill to one of the 
tradefmcn who receivp his comedy 
with fuch thunders of applaufe; 
he ought to tell them, in the words 
of Charles, that, for the life of 
him, he could never make his juf- 
tice keep pace u ith his generofity, 
and they would have no kind pf 
right to complain." 

However perfonally fevcre the 
farcafm may appear, the inference 
is well founded and juft. Oyr an* 
thor, it muft be co^fefFed, has in 
X% a mailerly 
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t mafierly itumner bldwii up and 
expo&A the covered ways, the 
ifimes and countermines ot hypo- 
efify, cant, feMMh plaufibility, and 
cunning ; but, I fear, he has put 
to flight, at leaft out of counte- 
nance, a clue attention to the com- 
mon duties of life, decent deport^ 
Ittent, purity of manners, and re- 
gularity of conduct; in a word, 
or rather his own words, he has 
damned fenitmenty and brought into 
difcredit and fufpicion that appear- 
ance of morali^ and ferioufnefs, 
which has been pronounced the 
foil for every virtue, and which, 
however at times it may have 
ferved to difguife the bafe purpofes 
of fraud and duplicity, was the 
nurfe of religion, and, in a thou- 
&nd inflances, hiehly ferviceable 
to the intercfts and convenience of 
fociety. Ridicule is not the teft of 
truth ; and he who long peHifls in 
hughing'at rectitude, is not far from 
die praaice of flagitious condu6b. 
Mr. Sheridan, or his comedy, 
has applied to morals a theory, 
which certain viflonary writers, 
who fancied themfelves philofo- 
phers, have applied to drefs. ^' Can 
It pofEbly be of any confequence," 
cned thefe fuperficial reafoners, 
•* io affiduoufly to cover the knees 
and the neck of our females." By 
a peculiar, but irrefiftible logic, 
the logic of ridicule and fliame, 
which operate when argument is 
found ineffefhial, our author has 
prevailed on honourable condu6t 
to lower her pre-eminent and tow- 
ering mien, to drop or to conceal 
her creft and cap of maintenance ; 
by the artillery of flirugs and 
fmiles, the irrefiftible laugh, and 
cmbarraffin^ perfiflage, he has le- 
velled the flight but ufefoi barriers 



tff e^iiiion, which defended good* 
nefe, not onfy from attack, but 
from the. fear and peril oJF it ; he 
has, I fear, torn down or impaired 
the thin, the bewitching, the ik- 
cred, the delicate, but, in general, 
the efFeftual veil, which feparated 
refined pleafure fi-om feniuali^ ; 
which, while it helped to proted 
our beft and dearefl joys^fi^om iin» 
hallowed hands, by the magic aidsr 
of creative imagination, gave » 
thoufand little indefcribable charmy 
to the circumftances of love, friend* 
fhip, ambition, pleafure, and in. 
telle^^ual toil. 

A ' man formed on the plan of 
Charles Surface, the hero of the 
School for Scandal, would be a' 
pleafant companion at table, a ge- 
nerous, open-hearted dog, that 
chara6ber fo fafcinating to mankind, 
a friend to mod perfons, and no 
man's enemy but his own ; in 
tfiany trj'ing fituations of life, he 
would be the hero of humanity, a 
chrifiian in a£):, if not in faith, a 
demi-god ; but his compofitioa 
would be of materials not calcu-* 
lated for forming a ufeful member 
of fociety, a huioand, a fiither, or 
a friend. 

Mahogany, fattin-wood, ebony, 
and a variety of beautiful veneers, 
for inlaying, furnifli the cabinets 
and (aloons of the curious and 
wealthy with numerous articles of 
elegance and fplendor ; but for the 
daily and more nccefTary purpofes 
of building and manufa6bure, deal, 
oak, afli, and elm, afibrd coarfisr 
but more ferviceable materials to 
the workman. 

During the debates on the to- 
bacco excife zBiy in which, fays a 
friend at my elbow, Mr. Pitt had 
the argument, and Sheridan the 

wit 
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#it mt Ms fSifc, a« fbUowing notes 
were taken from the fpeech of the 
failed 6f thiV artkle. 

Bocrowtn^ terms frotn the fub- 
je^ Mr. Sheridafn defcribed the 
progreis and nnhufii6hire of the 
mil in qneftion : ** The original 
Icsaf (he obferved) after a cheftiical 
tuige from the crown lawyers, and 
being dufted and lifted at the Trea- 
fiiiy, receives a permit from the 
Houie of Commons. But who, 
Mr. Speaker, ihall guard agbinfl 
the diipenfing powers with v^hich 
tlie Gomraiffionelrs are armed ? Af- 
fifted by the hint of fome damn'd 
good natured friend, they may fay 
to an unfortunate fhiuggler, you 
oppofed government at the general 
etdEtion ; you are a rank blue and 
buff; you have loiig carried on a 
<k>ntraband trade, and can expert 
ito rtercy ; but, for the good man 
bdiind you, I fee by his orangel 
cape that he is an honefl fellow, 
he is not one of the meddling fac- 
tion, which on every occafion is 
voting againft us; his fine fhall 
Certainly be mitigated. 

** Befides, the commiffioners, in 
an inifamce on record, have obliged 
parliament to fanftify. error, and 
kgalize falfe tefiimony; they have 
determined Clarke's hydrometer 
to be the bed and only legal ilan- 
dard, notwithftandirig, in a public 
court of juilice, on the trial of a 
man accufed of keeping fpirit 
above proof, it was determined, 
that this hydrometer was falfe, in- 
accurate, and erroneous, by the 
united atteflations of many refpec- 
table officers of the revenue, as 
well as the declaration <^ Clarke 
himfelf, the original inventor. 

« Is it pofEble, Sir, to provide 
agtinft the capricioofiiefii o§ an 



Engliih climafe ? the different qoa* 
Kties, fweatinn, and fermentations, 
of an article like tobacco, whidi^ 
on one hogfhead, has been^knowir 
to gain ten pounds in weight, an<l 
on another, to lofe fony, though 
landed toj^ther from the fanwfr 
fhip, and kept in the fame warew 
houfe ? Can you controul fbfw 
mentation by a6b of parliaikent f 
will the elements fubmit to th6 
fhitute-book ? If, however, means 
can be invented to obviate thefe 
obje£tions, your excifemen muft 
be fent forth with thermometcrrs« 
indead of ink bottles, hanging at 
their button-holes : permits mufl 
be iflued for damps and fogs': we 
muft take fecurity of Chriitmat 
for froft, and make Auguft give a' 
bond for fine weather." 

Complaints of the flow rewarM 
of eminent endowment, have beistt 
frequent, long, and pathetic ; reaiM 
of paper have been moiflened l^ 
the wailings of neglefted literarr 
abilities. — Inftead of argument oif 
reply, I fhall produce, and exuK 
while I produce, the Member foi^ 
Stafford, who, after furmountinj^ 
the obflacles of unpleafing fbrmj 
narrow fortune, peculiar paternn 
fituation, miniflerial frowns, and 
an unpopular opinion of his- prin- 
ciples, has attained a pre-eminence» 
which enables him to mett, oa 
even grmmd, the proud pofleflbn 
of hereditary honour and wealQi ; 
while, to crown his triumphs^ 
foothe his forrows, gild the ftormt 
and fhare the fun«fhine of lif% 
heaven blefTed his love with'' one, 
who united harmony with fel\ti- 
mtfnt, and foftrtefsT with good (enfe. 
Wit, worth, and b3auty, fhall long 
laitiefit the eaiiy death of thtsra^t. 
able woman, to' whom Mr. Sheri. 
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dan did not know how much he 
was indebted, till deprived of her 
intcrefting fociety. Without this 
friend, companion, counfellor, and 
guide, I am periuadcd he never 
would have overtaken or retained 
the favourite objects of his purfuits 
in literature, connection, and am- 
bition. The following lines were 
once juftlv applied to Mrs. Sheri-^. 
dan's influence on her hufband. 

— Hope brcath*d forth thefe faf- 
cinating founds, 

Friendfhip and honor foon fhall 
heal his wounds ; 

The voice of nuptial love re- 
forms his plan, 

And moderation forms the fu- 
ture map. 

The following lines, pathetic, 
tender, fenti mental and pi£turefque, 
are part of Stanzas addrefled to 
the late Mrs. Sheridan, before mar- 
riage, in confequence of a trifling 
difference in opinion. When I 
coniider this admirable woman, 
with all her qualities and accom- 
pliflunents, I heGtate not in faying-, 
that I fliould have preferred the 
poileflion oi fvch a luife^ to all his 
talents and all his ^ood fortune ; 
muitis ilia bonis flebilis occidit. 

— Tell me, thou grotto of 

mofs-cover'd done. 
And tell me, thou willow with 

leaves dripping dew, . 
Did Delia Icem vex*d when Ho- 
T ratio was gone. 
And .did die confefs her refent- 

mcnt to you ? 

——Did fhe frown when I dar'd 

to advife. 
And figh when (he iaw that I 

did it with zeal \ 



True, true, (illjr leaves, fo ihf 

dni, I allow, 
She frown'd, but no rage in her 

looks cou'd I fee ; 
She frown'd, but refiedtion ha4 

clouded her brow, 
She figh'd, but perhaps 'twas in ^ 

pity to me. 
Then wave thy leaves brifUer, 

• thou willow of woe ; 
I tell thee, no rage in her looks 

cou'd I fee ; 
I cannot, I will not, believe it* 

was fo. 
She was not, (he cou'd not, be 

angry with me. 

SMITH, CHARLOTTE, z, 
poetefs of SufTex, an intereflf 
ing novel iil, and a fuccefsful wan-i 
derer, in the regions of pi6hirefque 
and pathetic poetry. 

It is to be lamented, that the 
fine vein of folemn fadnefs, with 
which tiie fonnets of this ingenious 
woman are fo uniformly tindured, 
ihould derive its origin from do- 
meftic inquietude; yet, I tnift 
her private calamities have been 
alleviated or foothed, by that pub-. 
lie approbation, of which fhe has 
long and defervedly enjoyed fb^ • 
coniiderable a ihare. 

Were a work of this writer put 
into my hand, without her nanie 
prefixed, the composition by in- 
tenial'^vidence, would almoft in« 
flantly- point out the fair author. 
A glowmg enthufiafm in the caufe 
of civil and religious liberty, a 
minute defcription of rudic fee- 
nery, with no ordinary (hare of 
knowledge in botany and natural 
philofophy; winds ru(h ing through 
dark padages, and interrupting the 
midnight dlence, while the moon^ 
cads a folemn light through the 
gothic window of an antiept cha^ 
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pel, tv between the branches of a 
waving wood, and the melancholy 
tnurmurings of a dream at a dil- 
tance, and ihcjhveet Urd rf ^gbt^ 
arc objects flie apparently dwells 
on with plcafure, and has intro- 
duced with the happiefl effe6t in 
robft of h^r produ^ions. 

Without waiting to decide on 
the juftice of her decifions on the 
French Revolution, and the obvi- 
ous caricature with which fome of 
her Gallic portraits are drawn, 
what Whig or what Tory has not 
read her novels with pleafure ? It 
feems the prerogative of genius 
and of tafte, to fafcinate and over- 
power all prejudices and all parties. 
Charles the Second read and praifed 
the Paradife Loft, of that flem 
Rejpublican, who applauded the 
deathi and degraded the memory 
of his father ; and fome of the 
fureft ariftocrates of the Engliih 
capital may be numbered with the ' 
acunirers of Charlotte Smith. 

As fonnets have been of late a 
fafhionable compoiition, I fhaU 
conclude with producing a few ex- 
cxamples of this lighter fpecies of 
poetiy, in which our great Engliih 
poet IS fu{^(ed to have been ex- 
celled by modem writers; chiefljr 
I fufpe^, from his fuffering his 
mufe to be fettered in the ungrace- 
ful trammells of Italian models, 
and the puerile pedantry of alter- 
nate rhyme. Milton's Sonnets 
have beei^' called harih, formal, 
and uncouth, yet they bear evi- 
dent marks of genius and claffic 
purity. 

To General Ceomwell. 
Bj John Mlton. 
Cromwell, our chief of meoi who 
through a cloud, 



Not of war only, hut detraftions 

rude, 
Guided by faith and matchlefs for- 

titude; 
To peace and truth thy glorious 

way haft ploughed, 
And on the neck of crowned for- 
tune proud 
Haft rear'd God's trophies, and 

his work purfu'd, 
While Darwen ftream with blood 

of Scots imbru'd. 
And Dunbar field refounds thy 

praifes loud, 
And Worcefter's laureat wreath. 

Yet much remains 
To conquer ftill ; peace hath her 

vidories 
No lefs renowned than war ; new 

foes arife 
Threatening to bind our fouls with 

fecular chains : 
Help us to fave free confcience 

from the paw 
Of hireling wolves, whofe gofpel 

is their maw. 

To Cyriac Skinner. 

By the fame, 

Cyriac, whofe grandfire on the 

royal bench 
Of Britifti Themis, with no mean 

applauie 
Pronounc'd, and in his volumes 

tau£ht our laws. 
Which others, at their bar, fo often 

wrench : 
To-day deep thoughts refolve with 

me to drench 
In mirth, that after no repenting 

draws ; 
Let Euclid reft, and Archunedes 

paufe, 
And what the Swede intends, and 

what the French. 
To meafure life, learn thou be- 
times, and know 

Toward 
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Toward folid good wbat leads the 

neareil way. 
JFor other thiogs kind Hcarexi « 

time ordains ; 
f^ difapproves that care, tho' 

wife in (now. 
Which with fuperfiuoua burden 

load^ the day ; 
J^jad when God fends a cheerful 

hour, refrains. 

To a Nightingale, 
Bf Mrs. Smith. 

Poor melancholy bird, that all 

night iongy 
Teirft to the moon, thy tender 

tale of woe ; 
Say, whence this mournful melody 

of fong, 
J'rom what fad caufe can fuc^ 

fweet forrows flow. 
Pale forrow's viftims wer't thou 

once amongy 
Though uQw released in woodlands 

wild to rove ; 
Or haft thou felt, from friends, 

fomc cruel wrong, 
Art thou the martyr of difafl'rous 

love? 
Ah ! fongftrefs £id, that fuch my 

lot mi^t be. 
To figh and fing, at Ubertjt^ like 

thee. 

The liberty for which the lady 
fighed, if I miftake not, has been 
procured by means of that ufefiil 

ecifier of nuptial jarrs, a Prodor 
Doctors Commons* 

By the fame, 

Tb? partial Mufe has, from m^ 

earlieft hours, 
■ 8f9ii'4 pn the rugged path I'm 

doom'd to tread, 
Apd (liil, with fportive hand, has 

Inatch'd wild ww'r^ 



To wefLV£ fratikftie prhnds fwr 

my head: 
But far, far happiei', is the lot of 

thoie 
Who never learn'd her dear delu* 

five art ; 
Which, while it decks the head 

with many a roie, 
Reierves, the thorn to feiler in the 

heart. 
Ah, then, how dear the Mufes 

favours coft. 
If thofe paint fbrrow befi who 

feel it moft. 

Sty an enow)^mmt Autb^r. 

A rofe had been recently wafli'd 

in a (howV, 
That Mary to Anna convey'4 ; 
The plentiful moiftore eacumbci'd 

the flow'r 
And weighed down its beaudfiil 

head. 
I hafiily ieiz'd it, vnfit as it was 
For a nofegay, £o dripping tnA 

drown'd ; 
And ihaking it rudely, too ni4ely» 

alas! 
I fnapp'd it, it ieil to tke«groiiiid. 
«« And fuch," I excbum'd, «« is 

the pitilefs part, 
^ Some a£t by a dtWc^tft mind ; 
^^ Regardiefs of crueify wringing 

a heart, 
-" Already to forrow refigii*d. 
** This pride of the gan&i, ha4 1 

ihaken it left, 
«« Might have bkxmM in foil 

fra^ance awhile ; 
*^ And the tear that is wip^d widi 

a little address, 
** May be follow'd perhaps vitb f 

iinile." 

Bj an yninotim Au$hr. 
n n'eft qu'en ai;^»olt que '^ vm. 
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A dioufiind cares our droopii^ 

fpirits feize, 
Ten tbouiknd ills our throbbing 

bofoms goad ; 
Deluding meteors tempt us from 

our peace. 
Delay, fufpence, and fear, are 

plac'd along the road. 
Amid life's dangVous wilds, and 

. midnight gloom, 
Thanks to that pow'r which fheds 

one ray of light ! 
The fainting traveler's journey to 

illume. 
Through paffions maze, and errors 

threefold night. 
Tho' health deny her blifsful gifts 

to me, 
Tho' fortune blind, rcfufe a lavifh 

fiore; . 
£ach pang, dear maid, is footh'd 

at fight of thee, 
Fdiieffing thee, I never can be 

poor. 
The Cherub, love, with fmiles 

nlieres my pain, 
Bleft with thofe fmiles, the world 

flrall frown in vain. 

Pofleffion without mutual Affec- 
tion. 

Bjf the fame, 

la virgin arms, how bleft the 
lover's part. 

How doth his breafi rebound with 
confeious pride ; 

F^ happier he who wins the 
maiden's heart ! 

Seek htmfelf lov*d, that bliis to 
me deny'd. 

Nor thou, my fair one, if per- 
chance thine eye, 

Thefe feeble lines fome future time 
, . fhiyi fee ; 

tTbink that I dare to breathe ose 
rebdfigb,. 

Vol. II. ^ 



Againft that heart which was re- 
fused to me. 
The lovelieft breaft, for pureft 

tranfport form'd. 
E'en I, who now thine icy cold* 

nefs mourn ; 
With gentle throb, and gentle glow 

have warm'd. 
Which love forbad m^ ever to re 

turn. 
To foothe, with fmiles, a parent's 

age be thine, 
Unpity'd death, and blafted hope 

are mine. 

By Tom RuJJeL 
Cou'd then the babes from yon 

unfheher'd cot, 
Implore thy paffing charity in 

vain ? 
Too thoughtlefs youth ! what ^o* 

thy happier lot, 
Infult their life of poverty and 

pain! 
What, tho* their Maker doom'd 

them thus forlorn. 
To brook the mockery of the 

taunting throng. 
Beneath th'oppreffor's iron icourge 

to numrn. 
To mourn, but not to murmur at 

his wrong ! 
Yet, whert their laft late evening 

fhall decline. 
Their evening chearful, tho* their 

day diftreft, 
A hope, perhaps, more heavenly 

bright than thine, 
A grace by thee unfought, and un- 

poReK, 
A faith more fix'd, a rapture more 

divine, 
Shall gild their parage to eternal 

By the fame. 
Dear babe, whofe meaning by foA4 

lookaexprefii 
Y Th/ 
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Thy only little eloquence, might 

move, 
The ftcrneft foul to tendcrncfs and 

love. 
While thus 



Thou fweetly fmileft 

Wretch as I am, unwonted to de- 
light, 
A tranfient gladnefs cheers my 

bread; 
Yet foon, the tears burft forth, 
* ■ while I divine. 

What chilling blafts may nip thy 

riper years ; 
What in myfclf I feel, I fear for 

thee, 
But God forbid my woes ihou'd 
e'er be thine ! 

From the Greek, 
By the fame. 

No more at midnight fpreading 

dire alarms, 
The blazing beacons rouze the 

youth to arms ; 
In rufty helms, and mails of al- 
tered hue, 
The bufy fpider fpreads her fubtle 

clue, 
To toils of war, athletic fports 

fucceed. 
And to the trumpets blaft, the 

rural reed. 
Love, laughter, wine, the fleeting 

hours employ. 
The dance of triumph, and the 
. fong of joy. 

SMITH, ADAM, an acute and 
profound writer, on the Na- 
ture and Caufes of the Wealth of 
Nations, whofe book may be call- 
ed a hiftory of human induftry, 
in which the improvements and 
defe£b in agriculture, manufac- 
tures, arts, commerce, revenue, 



and public expenditure are deline- 
ated by the hand of a matter. 

This author is a ftriking inftancc 
of the power and influence of li- 
terary exertion well directed: oA 
the fubjeAs in which his energy 
was principally employed, befldes 
eftabiiftiing his own fortune and 
reputation, he has inftru£ted (latef. 
men, directed fenates, and im- 
proved kings. If certain fuggef- 
tions of the Dodor, are (as for 
certain reafons, I hope they will 
be) if they are properly followed 
up, I forefee a falutary revolution 
in the commercial intercourfes of 
Europe; but for the blafling ef- 
fects of defolatmg war. 

One of his axioms cannot be 
too often repeated to miniflers, and 
city membeis, who exercife their 
indufliy wich fo much alacrity, in 
fabricating and defending bounties, 
drawbacks, and prohibitions. 

" Every fyitem which endea- 
vours by extraordinary encourage- 
ment, to draw a greater Ihare of 
the capital of the fociety towards a 
particular fpecies of induftry, than 
would naturally go to it ; or, by ex- 
traordinary reftralnts, to force 
from a particular fpecies of induf- 
try a (hare, which would otherwiie 
be employed in it, is fdbverfive of 
the great purpofes it means to pro- 
mote, retards the progrefs of a 
country to wealth, and diminilhea 
the vulue of the annual produce 
of its land and labour." 

The fpirit of barter or exchange 
may be traced from the lavage, 
who offers the (kin of an animal 
he has juft hunted down and fed 
on, for a nail or a bauble, to 
' the wealthy merchant, who ex- 
ports the produce of his native 
country, after it has affprded food 

and 
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tnd emplo3nnent to thoufands, and 
receives raw materials, with which, 
in a more improved form, he fup- 
piies a variety of foreign markets. 
A fuperficial obferver would 
naturally confider that country as 
the mofl wealthy, which pofleiled 
mines, and the greateft quantity 
of the precious metals ; but Spain 
and Portugal are finking proofis 
how. eaiily fuch countries may be 
drained of their fpecie by poorer, 
but more enterprizing neighbours. 
The greateft proportion or imde 
produce, and the greateft aptnefs 
for produ^ive labour in preparing 
and increaiing its value, are in 
tffefl: the only real riches. The 
productions of the earth may there- 
fore be compared to bullion, and 
labour, the ftamp or mint-mark, 
which gives currency and utility to 
the metal. Had the polTeiTors of 
Mexico an/d Peru been dirc£ted by 
the fame energy of mind to their 
wool and their grapes, which im^- 
Belled them to the golden but 
bloody harvefts, of South America, 
they would lon2 tince have emerged 
from the clouds of mean jealoufy 
and fuperftition, and have felt the 
enlivening rays of literature, na- 
tional profperity, power, and hapr 
pinefs. 

But it is on the fubjeCl: of a free 
trade, that Dr. Smith fpeaks the 
language of juftice, truth, and com- 
mon fenfe : ^^ A free and open 
colony trade prefents a great, 
though diftant lale, for fuch proi- 
du€t as exceeds the demands of 
the mother country ; but this ad-r 
vantageous intercourfe, when it 
degenerates into that mean and 
malignant expedient, a monopoly, 
by raifing the nue of profit on the 



new employment, dcftroys other 
ufeful branches of commerce near- 
er home. By fuitin? to one parti-^ 
cular market only, lo great a part 
of the induftry and commerce of 
Great Britain, it has rendered it 
more precarious, and lefs fecure 
than if their produce had been aci* 
commodated to a greater variety of 
purchafers. A monopoly depreiles 
the induftiy of other countries, 
without increafing that of thofe, 
in whofe favour fuch unnatural 
reftraints haVe been made. To 
promote the liftU intereft of one 
little order of men in one country, 
it hurts the interefts of all other 
orders of men, in all countries." 

Thefe reflexions naturally lead 
our author to the commercial 
fovereigns in Leadenliall-ftrcet, 
^^ whole interefts, as kings and as 
merchants, are conftantly oppofite 
to each other, and too often def? 
truftive to thofe who have the 
misfortune to be at once both their 
fubje£b and their cuftomers; as 
fovereigns, it is evidently their in- 
tereft to fell the European goods 
they export, as cheap, and to buy 
India goods as dear as poifible ; 
but as traders, their intereft is di* 
re6tly the reverfe. 

*' Exclufive companies aje there? 
fore nuifances in every refpeft, 
and the genius of the government 
of the Haft India company being 
eflentially, and perhaps incurably 
feulty, in Europe, its adminiftrar 
tion in India muft be ftill worfe. 
To trade more or lefs on their own 
accounts, which, at ten thoufand 
miles diftance can never be pre- 
vented; to exclude rivals, to buy 
oheap, and to fell dear, in fhort, 
to inake goyeiamtoi fubiervient 
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to the fe]fi(h purpofes of monopo- 
ly, is evidently, and ever will be, 
the bufinefs ot their fervants/' 

In a fyftem fo radically defective, 
and founded on injuftice, can we 
wonder at huntan integrity being 
unable to reiift temptation ? can 
we be furprized at the fervants 
employed in a government, com- 
mercial, and, of neceffity, military 
and defpotic, being led to a per- 
verfion of juftice, and ftill conti- 
nuing to harrafs, to ruin, and to 
deftroy ? Is it unnatural, in fuch 
a fyflem, that the chief clerk of a 
factory, whofe warehoufe is over- 
flocked with opium, fhould, with 
a file of mufqueteers at bis elbow, 
order a poor peafant to plough up 
a fertile field of poppies, at times 
the moft profitable part of his crop. 
Indeed, ^* it is a fingular admini- 
flration, in which every member 
wiflies to get out of the country as 
foon as he can, with his whole 
fortune ; and, as foon as this dp- 
firable event has taken place, he 
is perfeftly indifferent if the whole 
country were fwiallowed up by an 
earthquake."" 

The National Aflembly of 
France evinced, from the begin- 
ning, a ilrong diflike to monopo- 
lies; they difiblved the French 
£aft India company, and voted 
the whole fyftem of fuch reflraints 
to be pernicious, *• becaufe they 
colle6l; the principles of motion 
and of life into a fmall part of 
the body politic, but leave a lan- 
guor and want of energy in all the 
reft." Yet it is to be feared, that 
the interefls of Great Britain, and 
thofe of the Eaft India company, 
are fo intimately involved, that 
amy aceident which (hould demo- 



lifh the fabric of that flupendoiw 
monopoly, would inevitably drag 
down, in promifcuous commoa 
ruin, the commercial, the monied 
interefts, and the fources of reve- 
nue which fupport the mother 
country. On this plea alone, caa 
be excufed the officious interpofii- 
tion and arbitrary mandates of the 
board of controul, which, com- 
pared to the mofl alarming claufes 
of Mr. Fox's bill, are the cruihing 
paws of a tiger, to the velvet foot 
of a dormoufe. 

Equally injurious and unjufl are 
many domeftic reflri6l:ions on^la- 
bour, manufaftures, and trade* 
which, under various names and 
pretences, all tend to reflrain com- 
petition. Among thefe, we may 
reckon the exclufive priyilegea of 
incorporated bodies and towns^ 
where only fiecmen can carry on 
trade ; the laws againfl. workmen 
combining againft their mailers^ 
who, in their turn, are perpetually 
uniting in cabals againfl their fer- 
vants and the public, with tmpa« 
nity ; the limitation of the num- 
ber of apprentices in particular 
crafts and myfteries^ and the unne- 
ceflary extenfion of the term of 
apprenticefhip. 

" The property which every 
man has in his own labour and 
ingenuity, is the original founda- 
tion of all other property, and to 
hinder him from employing it in 
whatever manner, or in wlMtever 
place, he thinks proper, witkoat 
injury to his neighbour, is a dired 
violation of equity. The anxiety 
of law-makers, on thefe and manjf 
other fubje6ts, is at once imperti- 
pcnt and oppreffive. Lengthening 
the term of apprentioefhips has no 
tendency 
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Cendency to form young people to. 
induftrtous habits, for be only will 
be iuduftrious, who derives aa 
imcnediate benefit from it. The 
g^t fwectener of labour is recom- 
pence. To work for a long time, ' 
and to receive no advantage, is an 
infallible method of creating an 
averfion to it ; and paridi appren- 
tices, who are generally bound out 
for long terms, for this reafon fo 
often prove idle and worth lefs. 
The firil inventions in fcience and 
mechanics, were undoubtedly the 
produ^ion of deep thought { but 
to explain and apply them, is a 
bulinefs within the compafs of a 
few leflons. It is true, that if 
trades were thus laid open, and 
cafily learnt, competition would 
increafe, and wages fall. The 
mailers, the trades, the crafts^ and 
the mjieriesy would be injured," 
but what in every cafe fhould be 
the principal obje^, the public 
would be a gainer. 

Another fpecies of monopoly, 
that of the great dealers in intel- 
kdual commodities, has not ef- 
caped the inveiligating fpirit of 
Dr. Smith. " The endowments 
of fchoob and colleges, by dimi- 
nifhing the necefiity of application 
and exeition in the teachers, have 
in fome meafure fruflrated the in- 
tention of their founders. Mod of 
the public profelTors in our univer- 
fities, have for many years given 
up all pretence to teaching. What- 
ever attra^ fludents to any femi- 
Qafy, independent of the merit 
of the in{lru6tors, tends to dimi- 
Hifh the neceihty of that m^rit; 
sill difcipline, and every regulation, 
in which the intereft and eafe of 
^lie maflers are more attended to 
%litn the progreft of the fchohrs. 



inftead of forwarding, mufi be 
highly unfavorable to the interelb 
of learning. The richer the col- 
lege, the worfe calculated it is for 
the purpofes of education, and the 
xnoTt obflinately averfe to improve- 
ment and alteration." 

If the royal reafoner of Pekin, 
previous to a late embafly, had 
known, that in an age and country 
which boafls of its fcientific ancl 
didactic acquirements ; had he 
known, that the preparing and 
6ni{hing our (htefmen, legiuators, 
gentlemen, men of the wojld and ' 
of bufinefs, that all nnift alike 
wade through the traih of anti« 
quated and exploded fyflems, of 
fophiftry, quirks, quibbles, jargon^ 
and nonfenfe ; and, after fuch a 
heavy expcnre of time, moneyi 
and common fenfe, come into the 
world completely ignorant of the 
bufinefs of human life ; the impc-« 
rial poet would have added ridicult 
and contempt to his farcailic ibric- 
tures. 

Religious monopolies hav« 
alfo caught our author's penetrat«> 
ing eye. " Had politicians never 
called in the dangerous aid of reli- 
gion, they would have had no 
temptation to treat the profeflbit 
of one fet of opinions with a par- 
tiality injurious to, and calculated 
to irritate the maintainers of ano* 
ther." An edabliilied religion is 
only a vi£lorious fe6l, whole cha- 
riot wheels the civil magiftrate 
mufl fubmiffively follow, and en- 
force that obedience he pays. ^ A 
variety of fe6b in religion is far 
from being an evil ; independent 
of the indifference of do^rinal 
tenets merely fpeculatrve^ a fyflenoa* 
tic morality, favorable to good 
order, is generally the coofequence, 
Befides, 
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Befides under an edabliflimenty 
the fovcrcign cannot be fccurc 
without a prevalent influence over 
the clergy, and that can only be at 
the expence of the people. 

It has been the fafliion, from 
the days of Bljbop Blaze^ to call 
wool the ftaple commodity of this 
kingdom, though 1 have never yet 
been informed, why it is more fo 
than any other rude produce that 
conftitutes materials for manufac- 
ture. Neither the tanner, the 
timber-merchant, or the fail-cloth 
weaver, *' have been fortunate 
enough to perfuade parliament, 
that the welfare of this country 
depended on the profperity of 
their particular trade " But, on 
the fubje^t of wool, the national 
delufion has been, and in fome 
meafure continues, complete. To 
trade in it has been rendered both 
troublefome and dangerous, by 
laws, breathing at once violence 
and artifice. Its exportation has 
been forbidden, under fevere pe- 
nalties and confifcation ; and even 
if? ponvejance rendered hazard- 
ous, in certain fituations. 

** The perfons concerned in the 
wool manufafture deceived the le- 
giflature, by faying, what is ftill 
generally believed, that Englifh 
wool was peculiar and fuperior to 
that of any other country ; and 
that foreigners could not make fine 
cloth without a mixture of our 
wool in it : this, however, is falfe, 
for Englifh wool is wholly unfit 
for making fine cloth, no^ can it 
be mixed with Sjpanifh wool, with- 
out injuring its fabric." 

It may be faid, in favor of pro- 
hibiting the exportation of wool, 
that, although the do6hine of the 
mznuh&ure is ill-founded, when 
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applied to J^ne cloth, yet, if wool 
were permitted to be exported^ 

without reflriftions, our neigh- 
bours would, from their poor peo^ 
pie living cheaper, be able to un- 
der-fell us in -the article of coarfe 
cloth, at the home as well as the 
foreign market. " A degradation 
of the price of wool has been the 
natural confequence ; and its pre- 
fent price, compared to what it 
bore in the reign of Edward the 
Third, is as feven to ten." 

Though clothiers may congra- 
tulate each other on this circum- 
fiance, it is as unjufl as it is inju- 
rious to the landholder and farmer, 
who are thus tied down to a parti- 
cular market, and it has undoubt- 
edly ferved " to keep up, if not 
increafe, the price of butcher's 
meat; for, if the wool and hide 
give the proprietor an inadequate 
compenfation, the deficiency muft 
be made up by the carcafe." 

Though Dr. Smith doubts, I 
cannot but be certain, that the 
wages of the labouring man are 
cruelly inadequate to the rife ia 
the price of the necefTaries of life, 
from natural as well as artificial 
caufes. I alfo beg leave to diffcif 
from him in opinion, when he 
thinks that the cheapnefs of pota- 
toes and other common vegetables, 
fufliciently compensates to this ufc- 
ful clafs of men, foi; the deamefs 
of bread and meat, which almofl 
amounts to a total prohibition. 

I need not condu6t him to Scot- 
land for a pidure of famine^ the 
countenances of our peafants and 
country manufadtureis evidently 
difplay it : exifling, but not living, 
on the vifcid but ineffectual food 
of flatulent vegetables, ill calcu- 
lated for daily toil and laborious 
exertion ; 
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omion ; exhaufted youth rapidly 
finb into premature old age. Such 
is the ftite of thofe who furnifli us 
with food and raiment^ while pam- 
pered menials Hot on the luxuries 
of our tables, and^ abforbing all 
f our fmiles, are daily encouraged 
I at once to ruin and infult us. 

" To keep down the wages of 
weavers, fpinners, and inferior 
workmen, and to lower the price 
of rude materials, but to raife the 
price of the complete work to the 
public, is the fpirit of our mer- 
cantile fyftem ; a fyflem feldom 
advantageous but to the rich and 
powerful; to the poor and indi- 
gent, in almofl every inftance, op- 
preffivc." This obfervation is 
qually applicable to farmers, in 
their management betwefti «them- 
felvcs, the poor, and the public. 
OMOLLET, TOBIAS, a navy 
O furgeon, a phyfician, and a 
novel writer, before that fpecies of 
compoiition was rendered fo com- 
mon and contemptible, and, I be- 
lieve, the founder of the Critical 
Review; a work which involved his 
bookfeller in a law-fuit with the late 
Aiimiral Knowles, who profelTed, 
that his only reafon for commenc- 
ing an a^on was, to know the real 
author, in order that he might ob- 
tain fatisfadion. As fentence was 
about to be pronounced, Smollet 
railantly ftood forth, avowed him- 
Iclf writer of the ftri£lures in quef- 
tion, and that he was ready to juf- 
tify his conduct. This generous 
and heroic naval commander im- 
mediately profecuted the writer, 
whofe fpirited condudt, gained him 
much credit and appiaufe. 

In the pradice of phyiic he ne- 
ver was eminent; he defpifed the 
Jow arts of fineiTei fenrility, and 



cunning. Bdt it is not to record 
his want of fuccefs in a profeifioa 
where merit cannot always infure 
good fortune, that ■ he is here in** 
troduced ; I notice him as a writer 
of tliat fpecies of modern romance, 
which has been denominated a no* 
vel, a literary department in which 
he has been happy, fuperior, in 
my opinion, to the moral, the pa- 
thetic, but tirefome Richardfon, 
and the ingenious, but diffufe 
Fielding, with all his knowledge of 
the human heart. 

I am aware, that in this decifion 
many readers will differ from me; 
but can they with truth declare, 
that they have not fometii;nes yawn- 
ed, and fometimes flept, over the 
wire-drawn pages of Grandifon and 
ClarifTa, or the common-place in- 
troductory difcuflions, and tedious 
narratives of Jones, Jofeph An- 
drews, and Amelia. That Field- 
ing repeatedly difplays confiderable 
knowledge of the human heart, 
and that paflliges may be pointed 
out in Richardfon, which do cre- 
dit to his imagination and his un« 
derftanding, equal to the beft ef- 
forts of Smollet, I cannot deny ; 
yet, after pcrufing their works, I 
never quit them with fuch relu£t-. 
ance as I feel on doling tlie pages 
of our author, who, without m- 
troducing fo much of what has 
been called fine writing, pofTcfles, 
in an eminent degree, the art of 
roufing our feelings, and fixing the 
attention of his readers. 

The Adventures of Peregrine 
Pickle, though they have been cen- 
fured as low, fcurrilous, and im- 
moral, (a charge of a ferious na- 
Uire, and which I ihall hereafter 
confider) I have always preferred, 
to the other produ^ions of Smol- 
let: 
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let: they relate, in language by 
turns fti^ong, cafy, elegant, and pa- 
thetic, a fucccffion of events, form- 
ing a natural, well-di-awn picture 
orhuman life, which the thought- 
kfs may perufe with advantage, 
and the prudent man, with emo- 
tions of triumph. 

From the wild unlucky boy, 
tetzing his aunt and the commo- 
dore, by mifchievous pranks, and 
beading a rebellion at fchooi againfl 
his maiter, we trace the headftrong 
youth, of pride unbroken, and un- 
bridled appetite, plunging into 
lolly, vice, and dimpation; waft- 
ing his fubftance, injuring the wo- 
man of all others he loved, and at 
laft pining in a prifon, that fevere 
fthool, which too tardily teaches 
s Qs the faUehood and treachery of a 
bafe world, fafcinating only to 
plunder, and bewitching, only to 
deftroy. Roufed by the voice of 
friendfljip, and again reftored to 
affluence, he returns, with a ftern 
felu6tance, founded on a fenfe of 
his own unworthinefs and vicious 
imprudence, to fociety, and love ; 
convinced that, after all the buftle 
of pleafure, and glitter of wealth, 
real happinefs is only to be found 
in moderate enjoyment, domeftic 
tranquility, and focial virtue. 

A good ftyle has been defined, 
•* proper words in proper places ;*' 
and I have not met with a more 
juft fele^tion of appropriate terms, 
and defcriptive expreflions, than in 
the following fhort pafTage of Smol- 
let, though on a trifling fubje£t; 
it is when Tom Pipes kills the 
gardener's dog. " He wa« that 
inftant aflaulted by the maftiff, who 
fattened on the outfide of his thigh. 
Jeeling himfelf incommoded by 
this airailtiiti he quitted the pro«> 



ftrate gardener, ^med round to 
the dog, and grafping the throat of 
that ferocious animal with both hii 
hands, he fqneezed it with fach 
incredible force and perfeverance* 
that the creature quitted his hold : 
his tongue lolled oat of his jaws^ 
the blood ftarted from his eyes, and 
he fwung, a lifelefs trunk, in the 
hands of hisvanquiiher.*' 

Hisfeaft, after the manner of the 
ancients, is well managed, and re- 
plete with rich ftrokes of humour, 
and pointed fatire, which, in the 
rancour of toryiiin, he dire^d, 
with eagernefs, againft his whig 
opponent, Akenfide. Yet in this, 
and other parts of Peregrbe, Smol* 
let has, with fome juftice, been 
thought indelicate; but it fhouM 
be recouped, that in deliueatiofis 
of certain circumftancrs, and cer« 
tain cliara^ers, it is difEcult fur the 
author who draws from nature, 
and real life, to avoid fhockins the 
faftidious eye of nicety, and khi- 
puious decorum. The path of 
humour is pleafant and invitingi 
but it is a dangerous one^ and too 
often leads us aftray into the bye* 
roads of indelicacy, as well as iU« 
nature. To fay a i99d thingj how- 
ever fmutty or malignant, is a 
temptation equally irrefiftible te 
the humourift, the mimic, and the 
bon-vivant ; and, as I have laid ia 
another place, we ought to recoi- 
led):, that it is the nature of all hu- 
mour to be fomctimes gro&» and 
fometimes inelegant. 

In this refpeiS, the diadogoe b^ 
tween Pipes, andthe hedge nymplt, 
his mafter had accidentally picb^ 
up on the road, and afterwards in* 
troduced into company as a fine la- 
dy, is culpably obfcene, thoiifli 
the ftory isiveU told, and the ir* 
refiibbk 
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rcfiftible buoyancy of early im- 
preffion well marked. The beha- 
viour of Pickle to Hornbeck, is 
alfo highly unjuilifiable ; not fatis* 
fied with injuring that unfortunate 
bulbandy beyond repair, he adds 
perfonal violence to infuit. Yet, 
with thefe, and other faults, I can- 
not but confider it, contrary to the 
general opinion, as fuperior to Ro- 
derick Random, and as a firft- 
rate novel, whofe merits far ex- 
ceed the modern puny productions 
of frivolous falhion, and feeble fen- 
timent, which load the fhelves of 
.our libraries, and teach nonfenfe 
and iniquity to our wives and 
daughters. 

Peregrine's tranfition from mirth, 
petulance, and gaiety, to anxiety, 
aeitation, confufion, and concern, 
aner firfl beholding the lovely Emi- 
lia Gauntlett, and the progrefs of 
the generous paflion of love, as 
long as he retrained himfelf within 
the bounds of good fenfe ; alfo the 
curious mode ofreplacing a lofl love 
letter, are well imagined. But 
when the young man was corrupted 
by profperity, and his principles 
contamfnated by excels and the 
baleful maxims of foreign climes, 
that awefiil veneration, which her 
prefence ufed to infpire, gradually 
abated, and he gazed on the lovely, 
the virtuous Emilia, with impure 
defire. 

After a variety of plans to lull 
her vigilance and apprehenfions, 
he conuders the licentioufnefs and 
late hours of a mafquerade, (that 
faot-houfe of (in and hell) as a fit 
place for the execution of his pur- 
pofe. The addrefs of Emilia to 
ner lover, on difcovering his trea- 
cherous and unprincipled defign, 
deferves to be repeated ; it is ani- 
Vol. 11. 



mated, pointed, and fuch as her 
fituation would naturally infpire: 
*^ for, what muft have been the 
emotions of a virtuous fenlible wo-, 
man, at this infolent treatment 
from a man whom 'ihe^ had honor- 
ed with the mod difinterefled af- 
fedion, and genuine efleem? it was 
not fimply horror, grief, or indig- 
nation, but the united paiigs of 
them all." 

As foon as her feelings fuffered 
her to fpeak, (he addre&s him in 
the following words : 

** Sir, I fcorn to upbraid you 
with a repetition of your former 
vows and proteflations, nor will I 
recapitulate the little arts you have 
pradifed to enfnare my heart; be- 
caufe, though by dint of the mofl 
perfidious diffimulation, you have 
found means to deceive my opini- 
on, your utmoft efforts have never 
been able to lull the vigilance of 
my conduct, or to engage my af- 
fection beyond the power of dif- 
carding you, without a tear, when- 
ever my honour ihould demand 
fuch a facrifice. 

" You are unworthy of my con- 
cern or regret, and the iigh which 
(b-uggles ^om m^ breaft whilfl I 
make the declaration, is the refuk 
of forrow for my own want of 
difcernment. As for your prefent 
attempt upon my ehaflity, I def- 
pife your power, as I detefl your 
intention: though under a mafk 
of the mofl delicate refpeCt, you 
have decojred me from the imme- 
diate protection of my friends, and 
contrived other impious flratagems 
to ruin my peace and reputation, 
I confide too much in my own 
innocence, and the authority of 
the law, to admit one thought of 
fear, much lefi to fink under the 
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horror of this (hockiag ikutation 
into which I hare been feduced. 

^* Your behaviour^ Sir, on this 
oecafion, is, in all refpe^s, low 
and contemptible; for, ruffian as 
you are, you durft not harbour 
one thought of executing your exe- 
crable fcneme, while my brother 
was near enough to prevent or 
puntfli the inlult, fo that you 
ipuft not only be a treacherous 
villain, but a mod defpicable cow- 
ard- 
Having thus expreiled herfelf, 
flie Quitted the room, in all the 
majefly of exalted virtue, called a 
chair, and committing herfelf to 
the care of a watchman, was con* 
veyed fafely through the midnight 
gloom to her uncle's houfe. 

The mortified and degraded 
fieelin|s of a man thus baffled and 
repulled, are eafier imagined than 
ddcribed) the wounds of hum- 
bled vanity, and proftrate info- 
lence, were added to the pangs of 
defpair: it was a heart-rending 
ftru^le of love, ihame, and re- 
mom, with bafe defire, pride, am- 
bition, and revenge* The re- 
proaches of a guilty mind, and a 
lively convi6Hon of the ineftimable 
value of that jewel which his infa- 
mous condu6fc had deprived him of 
for ever, were more than he could 
bear, phrenzy and difba^on were 
the lafi refoge of a wounded ipirit. 
WiJQ any one that on this, and &» 
milar occafions, has fek the arrowy 
of the Almighty rankling in hln 
heart, will any one deny the pu- 
nifhxnoit of flagitious condtid^ 
even in this world? 

After the offender had, in feme 
degree, recovered his health and 
fenies, eveiy art was exhaufted to 
procure an interview v/ith Emilia^ 



but fuch was her prudence and vi- 
gilant precaution, that his letters 
were returned unopened, and all' 
accefs to his miihefs denied . From 
the pains of difappointment, he al- 
ternately applied for cpnfolation to 
the bottle, diflipation, politics, and 
literature, but applied, as is gene- 
raUy the cafe, in vain 5 his confti- 
tution funk under the effort. 

With a ruined fortune, and a de- 
bilitated body, he bides himfelf and 
his forrows in a jail ; loving Emi- 
lia to diftra^tion, detefting the 
world, and abhorring hinirelf : in 
this forlorn condition, he induftri- 
oufly prevents all intercouife with 
his acquaintance, particularly thofe 
who had experienced his former 
bounty, and obfHnately pcrfevered 
in refufing every kind or proffered 
affifbnce from the few who difco- 
vered his retreat. 

The brother of Emilia, hearing 
of his (ituation, and impelled by 
gratitude, one morning knocked 
foftly at the prifon door, but when 
it was opened, he Ibrted back with 
horror and afionifhroent ; the 
fi|;ure that prefented itfelf to his 
view, was the remains of his once 
happy friend, but fo miferably al- 
tered and dif^ifed, that his fea- 
tures were fcarceJy cognizable. 
Inftead of the florid, the fprightly, 
the gay and elevated youth, the pu- 
pil of pleafure and fafhion, he oe- 
held him pale, wan, meagre, and 
dejecbd, the hollow-eyed reprefen- 
tative of difeafe, indigence, and 
defpair. Yet his eyes ftill retained 
a certain ferocity, which threw a 
difinal gleani over the dark cloud 
of his afpeft, and he viewed in 
filence his old companion with a 
look of confuiion and difdain ; then 
waving his hand, as a fignal for 
Oodfrqr 
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Godfrey to be gone^ and leave a 
^virretch like him to the OMferies of 
kb fate; nature cojald no longer 
be fupprefled^ he uttered a deep 
groan, and wept aloud. 

Gauntlctt, after pouring forth 
the nobleft fentiments of friend- 
ibipf gratitude* and efteem, thus 
proceeds: *^ You (hall no longer, 
my dear friend, be a dupe to the 
defiru^ive prejudice oJF an inde* 
pendent fpirit ; you muft certainly 
have iiad fome regard for a perfon 
in whofe behalf, though hitherto 
unknown to me, you have fo great- 
ly and fo fuccefsfully exerted your* 
Iclf ; kt me not therefore fuffcr 
the humiliating repulfe of (lighted 
fnendftiip. If you will not yield 
to my intreaties, have at leafl fomc 
regard to the wiflies of your old 
friend and interceder, my Sophia ; 
ihould that confideration be of no 
weight, will you not relax a little 
for the fake of poor Emilia, whofe 
reftntment hath been long fub- 
durd by her afifedion, and who 
now droops in fecret, at your 
o^lea?" 

Every word made an impref- 
fion on Peregrine ; but when the 
name of Emilia was recalled to his 
remembrance, his frame under- 
went a violent agitation, and, with 
afoftened look, he recovered the 
£iculty of fpeech, which had beea 
overpowered in the conflid of 
M^n. He proteiled to Gamit- 
lett, ** That no veflige of aoimo- 
lity aminft him remained; that he 
coDfidare4 bim as an affe^ionate 
comrade, n friend, whom adverfi- 
ty could not unbind ; that he con- 
templated Emilia with the moft 
revierential awe, as im ofajc6l of in- 
Tiokbk kwe and yenenktieii i but 



he fot ever difclaimed all hop^ of 
attradins her regard. He excufed 
himfelf from profiting by God- 
frey's kind intentions* declaring, 
with a refolute air, that he had 
broken off all connexion with man- 
kind; that he impatiently longed 
for the hour of his diflblution, 
which, if it ihould not foon arrive 
by the courfe of nature, he was 
refolved to haflen it with his own 
hands, rather than be expofed to 
the contempt, and more intolerable 
pity of a rafcally world." 

He remains for fome time bb« 
fiinately bent on this frantic deter- 
mination, notwithftanding the set- 
lous efforts of expoftulating friend- 
ihip, and, but for the unexpd^d 
payment of a large debt, which 
had been given up as k>ft, and w» 
almoft fomitten, woukl probablv 
have (acrinced himielf to that ful- 
len, irrational fpirit, which leads 
us into habits produ^ve of mifery 
And ruin, and without impaiting 
to us fufficient (Irength of mind to 
refift temptation, or ilruggle with 
calamity, commences in folly, and 
concludei with felf-deftni£^ion« 

Reconciled by this fortunate in* 
cident to life^ and the oomforti of 
fociety (for we ihould have few 
fliirides milling from the ieene, if 
every man could lead exaffly the 
life he choie), his countenance and 
voice by d^ees recovered their 
priiKne appearance and tone; aiM 
when he was informed by Gaant>^ 
ktt, that Emilia daily enquireil 
after him with tender anxiety, and 
niltonate regard, the bofom of 
Wregriiie was agitated by thofe 
tumults which loVe^ or any other 
paffion, ill-fKiled or ftpprefledi 
fonibadyexcitesii 

Z« In 
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In this fituation, the following 
letter from his miftreCi did not di- 
zninifh his emotions : 
** Sir, 

•* I have performed a fufficient 
lacrifice to my reputation, in re- 
taining hitherto the appearance of 
that refentment, which I had long 
•go difmiflcd. A favourable 
change in my fortune impowers 
me to avow my genuine fenti- 
ments, without fear of cenfure, or 
fuipicton of mercenary defign. 

I therefore take this opportunity 
of aiTuring you, that, if I flill 
maintain that place in your heart, 
which I was vain enough to think 
I once pofTefled, I am willing to 
make the firfl advances to an ac- 
commodation ; and have aduallv 
fumiihed my brother with full 
power to conclude it in the name 
of your appeafed 

Emilia." 

After kiffing the letter a thou- 
fyadi tiroes, and falling on his 
knees, " Thank Heaven, (he ex- 
claimed, with an air of tranfport) 
I have not been miflaken in my 
opinion of this generous woman ! 
I ever believed her infpired with 
the mod dignified and heroic fenti- 
ments, and have now a convincing 
proof of her magnanimity : it is 
therefore wy bufinefs to* approve 
myfelf worthy her regard. 

May Heaven infli£fc upon me 
the keeneft arrows of its venge- 
mnce, if I do not at this inftant 
contemplate the charaAer of Emi- 
lia, with the moft perfe£t love and 
admiration ! yet, amiable and en- 
chanting as ihe is, I am more than 
ever determined to facrifice the 
intereft of my paffion to her ad- 
vantage, and m;^ glory, though life 



(hould fail in the conteft; I will 
refufe an offer, which otherwife 
the whole univerfe ihould not bribe 
me to forego." 

Under thefe impreffions, he 
anfwered her letter as follows ; 
" Madam, 

" That I revere the dignity of 
your virtue, with the utmoft ve- 
neration, that I love you infinitely 
more than life, I am at all times 
ready to demonfbate ; but the la- 
crifice to honour it is now my turn 
to pay : and fuch is the rigour 6f 
my deftiny, that in order to juftify 
your generofity, I muft refufe to 
profit by your condefcenfion. 

** I am doomed for ever to be 
wretched, and to figh without 
ceafing, for the polTeffion pf that 
jewel, which, though now in my 
power, I cannot, I dare not en- 
joy. 

" I will not defcribe the an- 
guifli that tears my heart, whilft 
I communicate this fatal renuncia- 
tion, but appeal to the delicaar 
of your own fentiments, which 
can judge of my fufFerings, and 
will do juftice to the exquifite tor- 
tures I have impofed on myfelf, by 
this cruel felf -denial. 

" P. P.** 

Peregrine foon after fucceeds to 
his paternal eftate, and (notwith- 
flanding his declarations) the no- 
vel concludes in the ufual man- 
ner, with a reconciliation and a 
wedding. 

I was very young when thefe 
adventures fell in my way, and 
perhaps on that account, they 
made a deeper impreflion, and 
appeared in the eyes of a fchool- 
boy more worthy of attention, 
and better written, than they 

really 
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Tcalljr are ; circumftances which I 
hope will cxcufe thus ferving up 
to tny readers a fecond-hand ham 
from the novel (hop. I well re- 
member the forlorn (ituation 6f 
Peregrine, his declining every kind 
of proffered affifhrnce, and the 
obiHnate peculiarity of his con- 
dud, with regard to Emilia, ftruck 
me as a noble exertion of manly 
and philofophical felf-denial, not 
unworthy the charafters of Socra- 
tes or Cato. I could not help 
beftowing on his behaviour warm 
encomiums, and viewing him with 
a mixture of envy and admiration, 
but the happy conclufion was not 
fuitable to the enthufiafm of juve- 
nile fancy, dreaming of, and feek- 
ing, - a3 objects of meditation, 
themes far more gratifying, inter- 
eiling, and affe6ting, than reafon, 
nature and probability. 

" Had I been in fuch a Ctua- 
tion," (have I often exclaimed in 
the blifsfiil extacy of fourteen) 
** had I written this novel, or had 
I been in the circumftances of Pere- 
grine, I would have fufFered my- 
lelf or my hero to perifh in prifon, 
unaffifted; the cup of comfort 
ihould have been dafhed untafled 
firom my lips; to add to my pu- 
niihment, my laft look ihould 
have been caft on the woman I was 
dying for and adored. Without 
fuiiering myfelf to enjoy a heaven, 
/v^ich was placed within my grafp; 
'after darting my eyes on that 
bofom, where gods would wifh to 
have revelled, I would have turned 
them from the delicious, enchant- 
ing fight, and funk into everlafting 
flecp." 

I need not add, that to the 
pouiier forth of fuch a rhapfody, 
the performance of Smollet would 



have been more pleafing, had its 
termination been in the ftilc of 
Spagnolet, lefs happy. 

As a traveller, Smollet was pe- 
tulant, illiberal, and almoft on 
every occafion loft his temper; but 
fome excufe is to be made ft>r a 
frame, convulfed by the pangs of 
difeafe, and a life embittered by 
difappoint.Tient, and domeftic ca- 
lamity; a fpirit wounded by in- 
gratitude, and irritated by the 
malignant (hafts of envy, dullnefs, 
and proiiigacy. He is (aid to have 
been a literary retainer to the Earl 
of Bute, and to have experienced 
ingratitude from that nobleman, 
who in many inftances was a gene- 
rous patron to men very inrerior 
in ability to Smollet. Under fuch 
impreffions perhaps he ought not 
to have written, but on certain 
occafions, the pen will be found 
to afford a fimilar relief to the 
dram-bottle, or a round of diver- 
(ions ; and where is the man, who 
having once found folace in a.pur- 
fuit, will not naturally feek for 
comfort and confolation in the 
fame path ? 

At the age of eighteen, this 
writer produced the Regicide, a 
Tragedy on the fubjeft of James 
the Firft, King of Scotland, ani- 
mated, nervous, and pathetic. The 
chara^er of the virtuous, the brave^ 
but the gentle Dunbar, is finely 
contrafted with the headfh-ong, 
fierce, ambitious Stewart, while 
the amiable Eleanora, efteeming 
the firft, but in fpite of herfclf 
loving the latter, is diftrafted be- 
tween her pa(fion and her duty. 

This piece of Smollet's, excels 
in hinguage, (ituation, and every 
other dramatic requi(ite, moft of 
the wretched things which were 

pre. 
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preicnted to the public at that pe- 
riod, but arc now ftirgottcn j yet, 
with all its merits, it was never 
able to procure admiffion on the 
ftage. I was tempted to mention 
it m this place, by the following 
paflage in a Preface prefixed to the 
play, which I fubmit, without a 
comment, to the confideration of 
MeiTrs. Harris, Sheridan, anc^ 
Colmaii, juo. 

" As early as the year 1739, ^7 
play was taken into the protedion 
of one of tbofe little fellows, who 
fomeiimes fancy themiclvcs great. 
men. After bein^ negicacd by 
him, with the ftri^tell attention 
to politenefs and etiquette, I was 
introduced to Mr. Lacy, of cour- 
teous memory, who found means 
to amufe me for two feafons, 
by pra&ifing on me the various 
arts of procraflination, occaiiou- 
ally fweetened with compliments 
and promifes. My patience was 
at laft exhaufted, and I demand- 
ed from lum, in warm terms, 
a final anfwer, which amounted 
to a rcfiifal. The gentleman coolly 
added, that he really faw no great 
objeAion to the piece, but feared 
my interefl was not fufiicient to 
fupport it in the reprefentation, 
at no dramatic ampefitum^ bcmjcver 
ferfeU^ evMfurceed 'with an Englijb 
audience^ fy its merit 9fdy^ but mufi 
depend in a great meafwre^ m a/a^ion 
raifid in its behalf. 

SOCRATES, an Athenian Sage, 
whofe profeffion and belief of 
the immortality of the foul, of a 
fUte of future rewards and puniih- 
ments, and of one omnipotent, 
infinitely wife, and good God, 
were Mt fuflkienc to proteft hia 
from the fiifpicion of heterodoi^* 
The puri^ of bis dofirioes, m 



the idolatrous age of mythology^ 
expofed him to the refentment of 
an enraged hierarchy, and their 
deluded tollowers ; they found that 
as pbilofophy and common ienie 
gained ^ound, in the iame pro- 
portion the fpeculations of^ an 
abfurd theology fell into contempt. 
Stimulated by envy, which ia too 
often excited by tranfcendent abi- 
lities, and alarmed by exafpci-ated 
felfifhneis, the enemies of Socratea 
accufed him before a popular tri- 
bunal, of defpifing the Gods of 
his country. On this occafion they 
took advantage of certain equivo< 
cal expreffions the philofopher had 
made ufe of in (peaking of hia 
Genius, or Guardian Angel, which 
he (aid he always confulted oa 
every important occafion of his life. 

Certain peculiarities in his per- 
fon and manners, did not eioipe 
the ridicule, (which is by no means 
the teft of truth,) the ridicule of 
Ariftophanes, who gradually low- 
ered our great moralift in the pub- 
lic efieem ; he was at the lame 
time lampooned by Melites, an 
ignorant, but abufive poetaficr, 
and attacked by the rude inveftivc 
of Lycon, an impudent orator, 
who had fecured popular applaufe^ 
by the coarfeneis and vul^mty of 
his raillery; in that 4ige, as im 
the prefent, the lowed orders are 
pleafed with, and encoun^e, 'm 
flippant dedaimer, whojoinawita 
them in degrading their fuperion 
in rank, fortune, or intelled. 

The gold of Anytus, a wealthy 
but bitter enemy of our philofe- 
fher, corrupted and incited the 
public mind, already inflamed by 
the bftfe arts of calunwy and mil- 
reprefentation. Such actackis aad 
fiwb infinuationsi what oMrtal me^ 
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rit could refift ? The lion was at 
len^jth taken in the toils by thefe 
worthlefs reptiles; the mafter of 
Xenophon and Plato, the man who 
enlightened the age in which he 
lived by his do6trines, and gave 
efficacy to precept by his example, 
was condemned to die, by a draught 
of the juice of hemlock. 

It was for the purpofe of re- 
markinfi; an expremon he made ufe 
' of in his laft moments, that I have 
honoured my work with the name 
of fo great and fo good a man. 
The words he uttered, on this fo- 
lemn occafion, have afforded mat- 
ter of controverfy to many learned 
men. After he had fwallowed the 
poifon, and; perceived his limlis 
growing cold and fliff from its 
eflfcds, he reclined on a couch, 
and covering his head with his 
mantle, remained for a few mi* 
antes filent, but fuddenly lifting 
up his robe, he fixe#a laft, a dying 
look, on his friend Crito, and faid, 
'* We owe a cock to ^culapius, 
I defire you will not forget to per- 
form this offiering for me." He 
then liink back, and expired. 

The younger Racine confidera 
this reqneft of Socrates as ironical, 
without recolleding, that the hour 
of death was not a likely feafon 
for adopting that figure of fpeech, 
^ Owing a cock to .^fculapius," 
(ays the French critic, ** was a 
p rere r b ial expreffion, adopted 
when peribns had eicaped a dan- 
gjcnniS difeafe, as a good catholic 
would ia^,** < You owe a candle to 
fuch a iatnt.' 

Boileaa has been feverely and 
juftly cenfiirsd, for hu fatirical at* 
tadc on thefe words of Socrates, 
in his Bquivoque. The anfwer 
the poet made, by way of excufe. 



was fingular; it proves that his 
candour and love of truth were 
nearly equal to the meek fpirit of 
his chiiftianity. ^* What greater 
facrifice could I make to Jefus 
Chrift, than the greateft and moft 
virtuous philofopher among tho 
heathens." 

** The words of the Grecian 
moralift/' fays a learned and can- 
did Engiifh writer, *^ were defign« 
ed by him, to fhew his compliance, 
in a certain degree, with the efia- 
blifhed rites of his country ; as he 
found it impoffible to eradicate 
vulgar prejudices at once, he 
thought yielding a little to the 
opinions of his countrymen, the 
moft likely method of obviating 
that perfecution, which he feared 
his friends and difciples might ex* 
perience after his death." 

Between opinions which defcribe 
our philofopher as a temporizer, 
or a trifier, it is not eaf^ to decide* 
Thofe oppofers of innovation, 
who may triumphantly exult, be- 
caufe Socrates fufFered death for 
oppofing the eftablifhed religion of. 
his country, will do well to con- 
fider, that the perfecution carried 
on a^inft him was fomented by 
the vile and unmanly arts, of ir- 
ritating the fuperftitious and into- 
lerant fpirit of the multitude. Let 
the defenders and imitators of fuch 
condud recoiled, that the fame 
extravagant and erring fpirit which 
the murderen of Socrates had 
raifed againft the philofopher, was 
in a fhort fpace of time, by a na- 
tural procefs, turned againft them- 
feives ; that the fword of perfecu-i 
tion, which /Arf had originally im« 
iheathed, was at laft plunged into 
their own bofoms. 
This reflexion might fenre to 
moderate 
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moderate the unruly zeal oftory- 
ifin, which, under another name^ has 
of late been fo prevalent ; it might 
iave the headftrong profelytes to 
certain odious do^brines from the 
ruin and difgrace of providing 
icourges, which may hereafter hi 
cxercifed on themfelves. If it were 
poffible to defcend from a man like 
Socrates, to the Bra%en craft/men of 
Birmingham, it might teach tbem^ 
alfo, to moderate their fclfifh, their 
unceafing yell, of, " Great is the 
Diana of Ephefus." They, or at 
leaft their teachers, might feel fomc 
apprehenfions, that the fame fury 
which had been diredted againfl a 
(edary, his perfon, his property, 
and his houfe, might, by the re- 
flux of popular opinions, which 
are always in the extreme, be 
turned againil the iilver fhrines, 
and fumptuous edifices, of the be- 
loved objects of their ardent and 
rational devotion. 

SOMERSET, JAMES, a native 
of Africa, a negro, and a flave. 
By an intercourfe, which fome call 
rapine, and others, a trade juftifia* 
ble from political and commercial 
neceffity, he had been conveyed 
from his native country to Jamaica, 
where he was purchased by a Mr. 
Stewart, whom he afterwards at- 
tended in a voyage to England ; 
but, on that gentleman's return, 
refufing to accompany him to the 
Weil Indies, he was feized, con- 
veyed on board an outward-bound 
fliip in the River Thames, and 
confined in irons. 

His fituation (Simulated certain 
humane individuals to interpofe in 
his behalf ; application, fupported 
hf affidavits, was made to the 
Cfourt of King's Bench, and, by 
writ of Habeus Corpus, Somerfet 



was brought before the judges. 
The legality of (lavery in England 
was folemnly argued, it was deter- 
mined, that domefHc vafTalage can 
not exiil in this our free country^ 
and the happy prifoner was fet at 
liberty. 

On this occafion, much praife 
was due to the well-applied learning 
and legal acutenefs of Mr. Har- 
grave, who aptly quoted the col- 
leftions of Ruihwoith, where he 
fays, that in the eleventh year of 
Queen Elizabeth, it was deter- 
mined, on an appeal brought by 
a Ruffian flave againft his matter, 
^' who would fcourge him, that 
England was too pure an air for a 
flave to breathe in." The ftrong 
expreffions of Lx>rd Chief Juflice 
Holt,, and of Lord Nortliington, 
were alfo mentioned, ** that as fooa 
as a negro fets his foot in England 
he is free, that he may maintaia 
an adion agaiflft his mailer for ill 
ufage, and demand an Habeas 
Corpus." 

The fingular cafe of Sir Tho- 
mas Grantham was alfo produced ; 
he had, in the reign of James II. 
purchafed a negro in the Weft In- 
dies, with a large excrefcence, in 
the ihape of a child, growing on 
his breafl, and brought the mon- 
iler to England, with a defign of 
publicly exhibiting the curiofity, 
for profit. But the cunning ilave, 
from interefl or convi^ion, em-' 
braced chriflianity, and quitted 
his keeper, who, by fome legal 
procefs, recovering pofleffion of 
his perfon, the Court of Common 
Pleas admitted to bail this extraor- 
dinary produdlion of nature. 

Slavery, fays Mr. Hai^vc^ 
corrupts the morals of the mafter, 
by freeing him from thofe rdfaraints 

fo 
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io neceflfaiy for controaling human 
pafBioDs; it is dangerous to him 
from the refentment and hatred 
- which the injuilice and oppreffion 
of his (late naturally excite in the 
flave, and which his fituation daily 
affords him an opportunity of re- 
venging. Slavery communicates 
to the unhappy fufferer the afflic- 
tions, without the pleafuresof life, 
it depreiTes the energies of nature, 
and is dangerous to a community, 
by admitting within it a number 
of unhappy individuals, who, Ex- 
cluded from the benefits of its 
conftitution, are interefted only in 
promoting its de{lru<5tion. 

It would be creditable to the 
fiates of Europe, were they all to 
unite in aboliftiing the Have trade; 
till that delirable event takes place, 
it is hard to fay, in a political or 
commerciaJ view, how we can, 
with propriety, throw fuch hn- 
menfe advantages into the laps of 
our rivals and enemies. If this 
fabje6t is finally determined againfl 
the benevolent wifhes of Mr. Wil- 
berfbrce, thofe who have fo ho- 
norably and humanely co-operated 
with him, may, however, confole 
tbemielves with refleding, that 
they have confiderably diminifhed 
tiie evils of a traffic which they 
were not able to aboliih. 

SORRELLy AGNES, the beau- 
tifuj, the patriotic miftrefs of 
Charles the Seventh, King of 
France, whofe condu6): has tempted 
certain writers to overlook her dt- 
k€b& id chafHty, defe6is which no- 
thing can excuib. 

She is defcribed in glowing' eo* 
loufs, at the twenty-fourth page 6f 
my firft volume, and is almoft the 
oiuy inflance on record, in which 
dtf fair fisivourite of a fortreisai 
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prince efcaped popular odhim. 
Agnes was a woman of ten thou- 
fand, for flie pofTefTed beauty with- 
out afFe6btion, and y^xt without 
ill nature, while greatnefs of foul, 
and a nice regard for the charafter 
of her lover, endeared her even 
to thofe who difapproved their, 
illicit attachment. - 

She rouzed her voluptuous hero 
to exploits, which alone could 
prove he deferved a crown, by 
arguments and inducements, which 
if virtuous women properly em- 
ployed, how exteniive, how om- 
nipotent, would be their influence. 
Whilft France was ravaged by the 
Englifh invaders, the infatuated 
Charles was forming plans for mu- 
fical entertainments, maiques, and 
dances ; but this admirable woman 
refolutely perfifled in refufing to 
partake of any amufements, till 
the King had attacked the Englifh^ 
and remfed to fhare his bed, till 
he returned viftorious from the 
field 

Such condud deferved, and }xis 
received, the praife of poets and 
hiflorians; it alfo exercifed the 
lively imagination, of Francis the 
Firfl, who has left a poetic com* 
pliment to her memory, in which 
he obferves, that Agnes Sorrell, 
by thus exerting the power of her 
beauty, difcharged her duty to fo- 
ciety more meritorioufly, than if 
ihe had pafled' half her life in 
counting beads, or repeating Ave 
Marias and Benedicites, in the 
fequeftered fhades of a cloyfter. 
This declaration of Francis,. con- 
iidering the age in which he lived, 
was bold and energetic, and mufl 
be received with caution by the 
young and gay. Perhaps it might 
be neceffiiry to remind them of 

A a that 
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that happy, rational, and fatisfac- 
toiy molium, bctu'cen the abjed 
fuperflition of popifli impofture,* 
and the difgraceful exhauiling pa- 
roxyfms of Jafcivious indulgence. 

SORROW, Inconfolable. An 
inftance in which this irra- 
tional excels was followed by in« 
confiftent conduft, may be feen 
under the article, Widow of £phe- 
fus, in this voKime. 

Various have been the contri- 
vances of human wifdom, to call 
off the attention from brooding 
on domeflic and other calamities. 
Occupation feems to be the beft 
remedy for affliftion. " Be not 
folitary, be not idle," was the ad- 
vice of one who had had his fhare 
of the bitter cup. With refpe6l 
to folitude, I am not of his opi- 
nion ; there is a flate of mind, in 
which company, without certain 
refti;i6lions, becomes intolerably 
oppreffive and infupportable ; — 
friendfhip, like opium, requires 
great (kill in adminiflering. Dr. 
Johnfon is faid to have fele^ed 
Cocker's Arithmetic as his travel* 
ling companion, when he vriihed 
to fhake off the black dog (as he 
ufed to call melancholy) from 
hanging on the ikirts of his gstr- 
ment. On a friend expreffing lur* 
prize, the great moralifl replied, 
** I find numerical calculation, 
and complex combination of fi- 
gures, the bed and mod effectual 
method of abforbing my faculties, 
and calling off my attention from 
the evils of life." 

Dr. Young chofe to foothe rather 
than fly from bis woes ; by indulg- 
ing melancholy reflexions, and 
giving the reins to a .difcurfive 
fancy, he diminiihed the pangs of 
thofe emotions, he would not or 



could not fupprefs ; as the violence 
of a torrent abates when difFufed 
in a broad expanfe. With a mix- 
ture of logical reafoning and poe- 
tic imagery, he thus arraigns the 
abfurdity of grieving for deceafed 
friends. 

Why wanders wretched thought 
their tombs around 

In infidel diftrefs? Are angels 
there ? 

Slumbers rak*d up in duft, ae- 
therial fire ? 

But our nocturnal poet did not 
recolle<5t a reply made to a phi- 
lofopher, who was rebuking a 
mourner, for forrows, which he 
termed irrational, becaufc they 
were ineffedual. " If you were 
to weep for a century," faid the 
ftem reafoner, " the man whofe 
lofs you lament would be dill 
numbered with the dead." 

*' The circumftance you men- 
tion," faid the vi£tim of grief, 
" is the ftrongeft of all pcSible 
reafons for the unceafing and un- 
conquerable nature of my forrows. 
Was there the remoteft pofiibility 
of ever feeing my friend again, 
however diftant the period, I could 
bear my misfortune with compo* 
fure." . 

The advifer forgot, like many 
a modern, wcll-defigning, but un- 
fuccefsful comforter, that a mode- 
rate indulgence, that a mutual 
mingling of tears, was the beft 
alleviator of a fwelling bofom, 
which turns with difguft from un- 
feeling pride of argument, and ' 
the ftoicifm of ^rational deduc- 
tion. 

SOVEREIGNTY OF THE 
PEOPLE. The origin of aU 
poorer is fo palpibiy evident, that 
U would be waAing paper and pa« 

tience 
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tience to enter into an elaborate 
argument on the fubjedi. 

This work abounds with in- 
flancesy in which I have freely 
given my opinion without fear, 
and, I hope, without ill-de(ign ; 
that every government mull have 
derived its power from, and have 
been inftituted wholly and folely 
for the good of, the people ; that 
when the purpofes for which it 
was created are defeated, which 
muft be proved by barefaced, un- 
deniable a6ts of perfidy and op- 
preifion (for no trifling grievance 
will authorize fo momentous a 
proceeding) the well-being of the 
public is paramount to all other 
cunfiderations, and every other 
authority mull yield fubmiffion to 
that from which it derives ifs own. 
Thus much I thought necefla- 
ry to fay, in anfwer to the empty 
cavils of a coxcomb without ac- 
compliihment, and a pedant with- 
out learning, who is looked up to, 
in a certain circle, with reverence, 
and almoft adoration. But to quit 
this hue with gilded wings, whom 
I adviie to be quiet, leaft he add 
marked and public ridicule to in- 
fignificauce and contempt ; the 
misfortune of the fovereign peo- 
ple, from the prefent unenlight- 
ened ibte of the lower and more 
numecous portion of mankind ; 
the. misfortune is, that this many- 
beaded monarch is too often un- 
oualified for a due performance of 
Uie regal fun6tions. The demo- 
cratic machine is alfo of fuch a 
fhipendous fize, immenfe weight, 
and compound form, that it re- 
quires (hrength little fhort of a 
hurricane, an earthquake, or a 
tornado, to regulate or reprefs its 

-motion^ 



The magician, who, to remove 
fome petty inconvenience, a thick 
fog, a fultry fummer's heat, or a 
clouded atmofphere, would 'wiib, 
like Virgil's Juno, to fet the raging 
winds at liberty, and produce a 
war of elements, muft have a weak 
head, or a malignant heart ; he 
muft be (lightly acquainted with 
the force and impetuofity of the 
means he employs, or proves him- 
ftlf unfit for the office he aflumes, 
by his grofs defeats in humanity 
and benevolence. 

SPAIN, the late King of, and 
the buckle anecdote, which, 
during his reign, muft not have 
been whifpered at Aranjiiez, St. 
Ildefonfo, or the Efcurial, though 
a far more fatal infetuation of his 
fucceftbr, and the great D'AIcudia, 
(but for the lucky and well-timed 
peace, the peace of the daughter 
of Cabarrhus) would have coft a 
fenfible, but milled Prince, his 
crown and fceptre. 

I ought not to wifti the prefent 
Spanifti Monarch to experience 
the hardftiips rafhly impofed by 
him and his favourite on the Count 
D'Aranda, who, when the pom^ 
pous inanity of the Crillons, the 
O'Reilly's, Nunnez and D'Alcudia, 
are remembered only to be defpifed, 
will, with Florida Blanca, be re- 
colleded by every true Spaniard 
with fympathy and regret, as a 
patriotic ftatefmati and. reforming 
minifter, who long forefaw, but 
vainly attempted to prevent, the 
calamities oi his country. 

The bupkle anecdote muft not, 
however, be forgotten. His late 
Catholic Majefty, befides the whole- 
iale and daily deftru6tion of foxes, 
hares, and partridges, which was 
the chief buiiJiefs of his valuable 

h^ % life, 
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life, ciccafionally mmed his mind 
tQ the hardware aianufa6torie$ of 
Spain, and indulged a notion, pro« 
bably occafioned by his wifbes, 
that, in cutlery vare, the work- 
men of Madrid and Toledo fur- 
palTed the artifts of Birmingham 
and Sheffield. This opinion was 
the fubje£t of many an amicable 
cpnteft with the late Lord Gran- 
tham, and it was at lafl agreed, 
ttiat fome Engliflx buckles fliould 
be ordered by the Ambaflador, 
which, produced againft others or- 
dered by the King in his own 
country, fhould decide the queftion. 
A pair at length arrived, which 
coll two ihillings and three-pence, 
smd a Spaniih pair were eagerly 

E laced on the uble by the royal 
untfinan. After due infpe£lion 
igid comparifon, they were allow- 
ed to make near approaches to 
thofe manufactured in England, 
but, on enquiring into the price, 
the workman could not afford to 
(ell them for lefs than fix (hillings. 
Tb^ King, whom nothing but 
fiubbprn ia£l could have prefumetl 
t^- contradict, hung his head, and 
Lord Grantham, as far as wasallow- 
Mc in a politician and a courtier, 
to triumph over a crowned head^ 
moderately and politely exulted in 
his viftory. 

I fear, from certain unpropi- 
tious circumfiaxices, the advantages 
of carrying the cheapeft goods, as 
veil as the beft, to the European 
market will not long remain 
with us ; fhould that unfortunately 
ever be the caie, in every commo- 
dity, we may %, with refped to 
England, ^^ La comedle eft joue ;*' 
kmdat fifteen yean purckaie, and 
ijim three per cents at twenty*five| 
would be thft. immediate conlbr 



quence. Attend, then, ye palfied 
and lethargic ftatefmen, attend, 
ye fat and greafy citizens, to a 
cheap fupport of the labourer and 
handicraftfman, fok it is ho 

PLAYTHING YOU ARS ABOUT. 

Had I been near tHe young Spa* 
nifh Sovereign, though death or 
the gallies would have been the 
immediate confequence, I would 
have thundered a few weighty but 
unwelcome truths into his ears, as 
he returned to Madrid with his 
Prince of Peace. I would have 
told him, that his unworthy treat- 
ment of almoft the only able and 
honeft man in his dominions, and 
the confequences of having not on* 
ly neglected, but punifhed him for 
giving his advice, had blailed and 
withered the glories of a reign, 
which once promifed better thines; 
that he had not the excufe of hit 
father's iron nerves and coi^tu* 
tional fhipidity to plead ; but tliat, 
with keen fenfibility, a clear head, 
a good heart, and a cultivated un- 
derftanding, be had obftinately re- 
placed the infantine and di%race- 
fiil bandage of prieftcraft, pre)U* 
dice, and inveterate abufe, whicb 
was dropping from his eyes; thai 
in this artificial blindnefs, be had 
cbofen to wander in the intricate 
mazes of a crooked policy, in pre- 
ference to the flraight and diied 
path of philofophy, wifdom, and 

general happinefs; that, terrified 
y the fate of one branch of his 
family, he had, by a iudden and 
inconiident tergiverfation, plunged 
into the fame fyflem of tardinefti 
and putting off the evil day, which 
had conducted his relation to the 
fcafibld. 

The following paflage of Pope, 

with a little alteration, and fome 

allowance 
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allowance for anachronifms might 
hare been properly applied to a 
fort of ridiculous, cerennonial and 
cavalcade, in celebration of a 
peace; when if D'Aranda had 
been attended to, the difgracc,_ 
loffcsy and carnage of the Spanifh 
wart might have been ^wholly a- 
Voided. 

But when D' Aranda's exiPd hero 



The pomp was darkened, and 
the day o'ercaft ; 

The triumph ceas'd, tears flow'd 
from ev'ry eye, 

Spain's little monarch paft un- 
heeded by, 

Transfix'd with grief, each ho- 
neft Spaniard lat. 

Envying not Godoy's, but D'A- 
randa*s fate. 

IVAninda exhibited many ftrik- 
ing, and fome romantic traits of 
patriotifm, philofophy, and tole- 
ration; he wiihed to have the 
names of Chriil, Luther, Calvin, 
William Penn, and (I know not 
with what propriety) Mahomet 
infcribed on every church in Spain ; 
he branded with infiamy, the me- 
mories of Torquemada, Ferdinand, 
and Habella; and in the preffing 
urgency of a general contribution, 
warmly recommended a general 
iale of Catholic relics of every 
kind; madonas, crofies, chalices, 
and candlefticks. Thefe ftcred 
Biaterials, in a country like Spain, 
would probably have been produc* 
live, but we may guefe how pro- 
pofals of this kind, 'and the man 
who made them would be received 
in fuch a kingdom. 

He boldly declared in council, 
and in the prefence of his maf^er, 
that two thirds of the nunneries 
Vid convents, ought to be con- 



verted into inns, farm-faoufes, and 
manufactories ; that their vaft re- 
venues fliould be applied towards 
employing the poor, paying/chooi- 
maflers, making roads, building 
bridges, and other ufefql purpofes: 
Miflaken man ! what could he ex- 
pedt but oppofition and difgrace, 
in a country which patronizes the 
inouifition. 

>Vith all his vaflnefs of projeft, 
and goodnefs of defign, his minute 
detail, and inexh^ullible copiouf- 
nefs of refource, with all his genius, 
and all his attainments, he neglec- 
ted or defpifed, coolnefs, worldly 
pnidence, low cunning, hed-cham- 
ber women, female imiles, pages, 
and back (lairs. In purfuing his 
end, he did not fufficiently confix 
der the importance of the means, 
however iniignificant or trifling 
they might appear to the flatefroan, 
the fage, and the philofopher ; he 
afforded an inftruaiv^ IcUon to his 
rival, who taught by his failure, 
and following an oppofite courfe, 
afcended the heighths of prefer- 
ment. Yet, with all his errors 
and failings, D*Aranda, compared 
to his opponent, was a foaring 
archangel, occafionally rcfting on 
the earth, from his empyreai\ 
flights, and flung by a worthlefs 
piunire, creeping on the ground. 
QPARTACUS, a native of a 
O little town in Thrace, from 
which he drew his name. This ex- 
traordinary individual, who fhook 
the foundations of Roman great- 
nefs, in its meridian fplendor, had 
been imprifoned early in life, for 
refifting oppreffion; he was fold 
for a Save, became a fugitive, a 
foldier, a deferter, a robber, and 
defcending as it were to the lowefl 
icaie of human milery, was at laft 

agla- 
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a gladiator ; but difcovered in 
every fituation of .life, matchlcis 
ilrength of body, and unconque- 
rable vigor of mind. 

Seventy-three years before the 
chridian xra, he was confined 
with about two hundred of his af- 
fociates in mifery, at Capua, in a 
fchool, or rather a prifon of gla- 
diators, the property of Lentulus 
Batuatus, who, as his fecond name 
cxprefled, furniihed the amphithe- 
atres with unhappy objefts for the 
tloody (ports of the circus; a 
fpecies of commerce, from which 
he drew a great, but ignominious 
profit. 

The juflice, or even the policy 
of rendering the minds of a people 
familiar with favage fports, and 
brutal exhibitions, is a queflion 
which has been frequently agitated, 
but never determined : the happy 
medium between ungovernable fe- 
rocity, and a degenerate effemi- 
nacy of manners, is perhaps attained 
witn difficulty; for I can eafily 
imagine a multitude fo hardened 
by bloody fpe^acles, and inhuman 
habits, as to be rendered almofl 
unfit for the purpofes of civilized 
fociety, and only qualified for the 
bufinefs of making war on their 
fellow creatures ; while a nation, 
torpid and flothful through a long 
peace, and totally inattentive to 
every manly effort, or military 
exertion, becomes irrationally ti- 
mid, fears death beyond every 
other calamity, and confidering 
war as the greated of all poflible 
evils, falls a prey to fome invading 
neighbour, or ambitious citizen. 

But whilft Batuatus was amafiing 
a minifterial fortune by his merci- 
lefe traffic, the generous fpirit of 
Spartacus, unbroken by calamity, 



difdained to make acquaintance 
with ill-fortune, though he well 
knew that on the lirft demand, he 
might be hufried away in fetters^ 
to contribute, with . lome of his 
unhappy companions, to the a- 
mufement of a worthlefs rabble^ 
where the utmofl his courage and 
dexterity could procure, would be 
the odious and difhonorable i-e- 
compence of maiming, or mur- 
dering a harmlefs, perhaps a friend- 
ly fellow fufferer, and protrading 
an hateful exigence, which, de- 
prived of freedom, ceafed to be 
valuable. 

Being (limulated to eicape, at 
any rifque, from fuch dangers, by 
honor, friendfhip, and felNprefer- 
vation, he confulted with his afib* 
ciates on the means, and obferving 
that a certain part of the wall 
which enclofed them, was decayed;: 
the attention of their keepers was 
direfted to a diftant fpot, by a 
pretended tumult, while a party, 
direded and afiifled by Spartacus, 
undermined the foundation, till a 
pra6ticable breach was effedted. 
The following night, after over- 
powering the lentinels, they fallied 
through the opening, which led 
to a flreet in Capua, inhabited by 
cooks and butchers, whofe occu- 
pation afforded an indant fupply 
of weapons, with which, and 
others feized on the road, they 
armed themfelves. After pillagiiu^ 
the neighbouring villages for fooc^ 
and defeating a detachment fent in 
purfuit of them, they pofled them- 
felves on a rocky, and aimed in- 
acceffible promontory, near the 
fummit of Mount Vefuvius. 

It is not oden that hidory has 

gratified poderity, with the flight, 

but intereding anecdotes of remote 
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domeftic life; we are, however, 
able to gather from the precious 
fragments of an invaluable hiflo- 
lian, that the wife of Spartacus, 
by fome fingular relaxation in fa- 
vor of her worth, or her misfor- 
tunes, was permitted to be the 
companion of his captivity. At 
an early period, and in an humble 
(lation, he had attracEted the foft 
wiihes of the daughter of a wealthy 
neighbour, who confidered.the fu- 
penor rank and fortune of his 
child, as infuperable bars to their 
union. But love, the great level- 
ler of all diflindtions, taught ano- 
ther lefibn, and this generous wo- 
man, with a diiintereiled heroifm, 
not uncommon in her fex, chofe 
the moment of adverfity, as the 
mod fuitable time to bellow on 
Spartacus her hand and heait; (he 
proved herfelf in the various 
changes of his fortune, a faithful 
companion, and a tender wife. 

The fugitives were foon follow- 
cd by the 'Praetor Claudius Pul- 
'chcr, who, with three thoufand 
men, inflantly invefled their pod, 
cutting off, by means of a deep 
dug trench, all apparent poilibility 
of reinforcement, efcape, or pro- 
vifion. In this fituation, furround- 
ed by an implacable enemy, a 
rocky precipice, and impending 
famine, Spartacus poifefled a wife 
capable of Toothing his forrows, 
and fertile in refource. She called 
fnth all the woman in her foul ; 
urged by afifeftion and neceHity, 
the flinty-hearted mother of inven- 
tion, fhe pointed put the wild 
vines of the mountain, the only 
produce of the fpot they polTefled^ 
as the happy means of efcape. 

Spartacus, at her fuggeftion, or- 
dered a coniiderable quantity of 



the flexible tendrils and branches, 
to be twifled together, fo as to 
form a long, and ftrong fpecies of 
cable, which, from a pofl firmly 
driven into the ground, they hung 
down the precipice ; and while the 
Roman army, in fleep and dark- 
nefs, were fecurely depending on 
the Approaches of hunger, to reduce 
their captives, the gladiators con- 
veyed themfelves, their arms and 
baggage, to the vale below. With- 
out giving his fmall, but defperate 
troop, time to compare the dis- 
proportion between his own forces 
and thofe of the enemy, he imme- 
diately attacked the Roman camp, 
which, after a confiderableflaughter, 
he made himfelf mader of, as well 
as the whole of their equipage, 
military cheft, and provifions. 

With this fuccefs, their credit 
rapidly increafed; fiigitives of 
every defcription, whom crimes, 
poverty, or difcontent, had thrown 
ioofe on fociety, dire6lly joined 
them; their hopes, afpeft, and 
tone, were elevated by good for- 
tune, and they afFe6led, in the 
ufual llyle of infurgents, to in- 
veigh againft the luxury and ty- 
ranny or their former mafters. 

** Let us not be vain ; to put to 
flight, a race of enervated cowards,*' 
cried Spartacus, ** is neither diffi- 
cult or dangerous, but to guard 
againft a reverfe of fortune, and 
bear profperity with moderation, 
will be our hardeft ta(k. The 
whole time and attention of the 
degenerate Romans, is abforbed 
by vying with each other in en- 
tertainments, the cofts of which, 
would be nearly fufficient to fup- 
ply a town with provifions ; while 
their houfes are adorned with 
fplendid furniture, and mafly gob- 
lets 



i»4 



SPARTACUS* 



lets of gold, plundered from the 
temples of fome unhappy province. 
We are juftly entitled to thofe ad- 
vantages, which nature and the 
Gods have put into our hands: 
our enemies poflefs no other power, 
than what our difhonorable fub- 
iniffion has given them : that do- 
minion fhould follow wealth, how- 
ever difgraced by folly, or polluted 
by vice, is prepofterous and un- 
natural: the hand which cannot 
wield the fword, is furely unfit to 
grafp the fceptre: and the only 
claim to pre-eminence^ which one 
roan can, equitably poflefs over 
another, muft be oerived from 
virtue, flrength, courage, or flcill. 

" Is it either reafonable or right, 
that the rewards of beaiUy, wealth, 
and all the good things of life, 
ihould be excludvely enjoyed by 
the fmallefl, but mod delpicablie 
portion of mankind ; whilfl the 
majority, their fuperiors in body, 
as well as mind, languifh in igno* 
minious fetters, or ftrnggle with 
oppreffion, poverty, and contempt ? 
The true, the great, the only folid 
good, is liberty under her auf- 
pices ; we may recover that birth- 
right, which we have been de- 
prived of, but never have forfeit- 
ed ; a fertile, and highly cultivated 
country, lies before you, which, 
with all it contains, you (hall pof- 
lefs, if you perfevere in your glori- 
ous career, and unite feverity of 
difcipline with courage." 

An invitation to plunder, was 
eagerly liftened to by defperate 
men, with whom no probability 
of accanunodation, retreat, or even 
of life remained, but by the road 
th)ey-cut with their fwords: they 
laid wafle the country- round Ca- 
poa, extended their devaflatioa 



from Salerno, to the neighbour- 
hood of Rome, and deftroyed Cora, 
Nucera, and Nola, the fcenes of 
her infant vi£tories over the 
Volfcians. 

But Spartacus found it difficult 
to reftrain his troops by military 
regulations ; it was not the firff in- 
fiance, in which the theories of 
equalization and refinance to efta- 
blifhed power, have, been turned 
againft the conductors of popular 
revolt: to appeafe their feditrous 
fpirit, he found himfelf obliged 
to fhare the principal command 
with two leaders, chofen by the 
auxiliaries who had joined him, 
but flemly infifted on every occa- 
fion of danger or duty, pleafuf e or 
exertion, that the poft of honfor 
and precedence, fhould be decid- 
edly given to him,- and the fzithftil' 
band of gladiators, who had ori- 
ginally dtfparted with him from 
Capua. 

To feed and arm a body in- • 
creafed to more than twenty-five 
thoufand men, was by no means 
an eafy tafk ; pillage might furniih 
a temporary lupply, but fire and 
fword were not likely means of ef- 
tabliiliing markets, forming maga- 
zines, or enfuring future provifiou : 
to introduce a lyftem or modiera- 
tion and equity, to refiraia the 
horrid cruelties ot his aflbciates, 
was the honorable, but ineffe£bual 
effort of the Thracian. The hdf- 
bandry tools df the ruflics were 
converted into weapons, and the 
necefiity of the moment pointed 
out to him a method of furniihing 
his men with ihieids, fabricated c? 
wicker, and according to the cuf* 
torn of his country^ covered witH 
raw ox-hide$* 

The 



The fenate and Roman people, 
who at firft confidered it as a 
trifling infurredtion, which a fmall 
body of men would eafily fupprefs, 
now began to be alarmed, and the 
• I'rartor Varinius Glaber was fent 
with freih levies; but Spartacus, 
either from being better acquainted 
^ith the defiles of the mountains, 
Und the bye-roads, or from fupe- 
rior courage, furprized Furius, one 
bf the lieutenants of the Praetor, 
with a detachment of two thoufand 
nien, and cut them to pieces. Va- 
rinius reached the fpot only to be 
Witnefs to the difafter, and foon 
arfter fufFered the fame difgrace, 
tffeaptng only with his life ; while 
the Lrdors, purple robe, fafces, 
and other enfigns of office, fell into 
the hai>ds of the enemy. 

Mercy and moderation were re- 
peated in vain to a multitude, 
. {Welled by repeated victories to 
upwards of fifty thoufand men, 
they eagerly feized the opportunity 
of revenging on the miferable 
provincials, the various injuries 
atid infirlts they had received from 
mankind : neither age or fex were 
free from torture or violation; 
and of fo infernal a nature are 
pride, felfifhnefs, and revenge, 
m niinds neither enlightened by 
education, or meliorated by re- 
ligion, that a recollection of for- 
mer kindnefs, or a remembrance 
of craeity and oppreffion, were 
equally Succeeded by the bloody 
returns of death and devaflation. 

To ravi{h,the wife or daughter 
cf a magiftfate, the fmart of \^ofe 
ftripes they flill felt; to riot on, 
to wafte and to fpoil, the rich 
wtnes^ delicate meats, and coftly 
iiirtaiture of a citizen, whofe luxti- 
rics had long excited their envy ; 

Vot. II- 
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to fee palaces fmoaking in ruins, 
from whofe gates they have been 
driven with contempt, or within 
whofe walls they have performed 
as menials the vilefl domeflic 
offices, are, perhaps, the higheft 
pleafures an exafperated (lave, of 
an unprincipled peafant can en- 
joy. 

But Spartacus was confcion^ 
that fuch condu6i would raife the 
powers of the country againft hini; 
he was fully fenfible of his inability 
to withftand the imited forces of 
the republic ; as the Confuls, froni 
the ferious alarm which had fpread 
to the gates of Rome, had ordered 
the legions from every quarter, 
towards the Campania. He wail 
therefore of opinion, that advant- 
age (hould be taj:en of the prefent 
interval, afforded by his defeat of 
Varinius, to traverfe, by forced 
marches, the whole length of Italy, 
fill they reached the Alps, when 
the army, after a fair impartial 
divifion of booty, ihould diVide 
into feparate bodies, and each man, 
having procured by his own per- 
fonal courage, the two great gifts 
of fortune, wealth and liberty, 
might have an opportunity of retir- 
ing to his native foil, and enjoying 
them undiflurbed. 

Counfels'of fuch a nature were 
not liflened to by men, who, flufh- 
ed by fuccefs, eagerly prefTed theit 
generals to lead them to Rome, a 
rich prize, which would at once 
fatisfy their avarice, ambition, and 
revenge : their leader flill firm to 
his purpofe, declared that every 
one who differed from him in 
opinion, was at liberty to depart. 
A confiderable portion of the ar- 
my, undei' the command of Crixus, 
imrtiediately feparated from their 
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aflbctato, and in their march to- 
wards the capital, vigoroufly at- 
tacked Gellius, the cooful, whom 
they nearly defeated, but, tempted 
by a fatal and inordinate love of 
booty, and feduced by a quantity 
of wine, found in the camp, they 
were fatisfied with putting to flight 
an enemy, whom they might and 
ought to have deftroyed. Incum- 
bered with fpoil, and intoxicated, 
they fell a prey to the conful, who 
had rallied his troops, and, the en- 
fuing night, obtained a bloody but 
deciSve viftory over them, in the 
neighbourhood of mount Gar- 
ganus. 

With diminifhed forces, im- 
proved difcipline, and courage un- 
impaired, Spartacus continued, by 
ileady and clofe marches, hi^ jour- 
ney, between the defiles of the 
mountain, till he reached that 
branch of the Appenine, which, 
bending towards the Mediterra- 
nean, approaches the river Arno. 
Near this place the conful Len- 
tulus, with perhaps more courage 
than found policy, was pofted in 
confiderable force to intercept a 
band of outlaws, ravaging the 
heart of his country, and afmoft 
infulting the metropolis; whom it;^ 
was his duty, as a general, as well 
as a good magiftrate, to have fuf- 
fered to quit Italy unmolefted, and 
to endeavour, by all means in his 
power, to avoid an engagement in 
the prefent period of difficulty and 
danger. 

Securely pofted, arid furroanded 
by inacceflible rocks, or barrica- 
dors of felled trees, the Roman 
commander might have defied 
every effort of the enemy, to fight 
him on fair ground ; but, feduced 
by the hopes of viftory^ feeing 



Gellius advancing at no great dif- 
tance in their rear, and probably 
not without a fecret wifti of enjoy- 
ing the glory of triumph with- 
out a rival to (hare it, he defcend- 
ed from the heights, and offered 
battle. 

By one of thofe military evolu- 
tions, which would do honor to 
the greateft generals, the fugitives 
inftantly formed a double front; 
threw up almoft in the face of the 
enemy an entrenchment, which 
effe<Elually prevented a jun6lion of 
the two confuls. After routing 
Lentulus, they put Gellius to 
flight, became mailers of the Ro- 
man baggage, and, among a num- 
ber of other prifoners, three hun- 
dred Roman citizens fell into their 
hands. 

Such repeated defeats filled Rome 
with difmay, and the camp of the. 
conqueror with exultation. De- 
parting from bis ufual moderation, 
and probably urged by the wilhcs 
of his companions, he meditated a 
fpecies of retributive cruelty, and 
fignalized the field of battle, b^ 
forcing bis uuhappy Roman pn* 
fbners to attack each other in com- 
bat, impaling alive on the crofs 
thofe who would not comply, and 
threatening the reft with the moft 
exquifite tortures: thus the gla- 
diators, adding infult to injury^ re- 
taliated on their oppreflbrs, the un-^ 
natural and infamous flaughter of 
the circus. 

This triumphant leader, who 
had redeemed his name from the 
infamy of his former ftation, or- 
dered every kind of heavy or cum- 
berfome baggage, which was like- 
ly to impede the celerity of a forced 
march, to be inftantly burnt* 
Difmifling the old, the fick, the 
wounded^ 
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wounded, and infirm, with ample 
rewards; after (light refrefliment, 
and fliort periods of rcpofe, he 
reached, by rapid movements, the 
banks of the Po, which, in conle- 
quence of augmented torrents 
from the neighbouring hills, was 
fwelled beyond its ordinary bounds. 
The policy of the confuls, or the 
general fear infpired by the merci- 
lefs and bloody chara6\:er of the 
fugitives, had left the river, with- 
out one veflTel, bark, or boat. 

AiTefted by this obftacle, and 
probably rendered prefumptive by 
an iininterruj>ted feries of good 
fortune, Spartacus quitted the Po, 
retraced his former line of march, 
and refolved to give battle to what- 
ever force the republic might raife 
to oppofe him : to ftorm and de- 
ftroy by fire and fword, the proud 
corrupted miftrefs of the world ; to 
revenge on her the injuries of man- 
kind, and transfer the feat of em- 
pire to fome happier fpot, not con- 
taminated by vice, luxury, and op- 
preflion, was the avowed purpofe 
of aThracian peafant. 

He foon met Arrius, who had 
collected the fcattered remains of 
the legions ; and a plain between 
Urbinum and Ancona, was the 
fcene of a battle, in which the Ro- 
mans ignominioufly fled from their 
iiandard. This news, with all its 
exonerations, reached the capital ; 
the gates were (hut, the fenate af- 
iembled, and crouds of men, wo- 
men, and children, filled the forum 
with tumuhuous cries. In the 
public diHrefs, CraflTus was pre- 
vailed on to accept the Praetor(hip 
and the command of an army, 
which was indantly levied, with- 
f))t exception of age, rank, wealth, 



or late fervices : the foldiers who 
fled, were punifhed by decimation. 

To reftore mi litary difcipline, and 
proteft Rome from infult, to make 
himfelf mafter of the flrong holds, 
lately polTefled by Spartacus, on the 
Appenines, were the firft cares of 
CraflTus; who exhibited on this oc- 
cafion, a mind fertile in refource, 
as a magiflrate and a general, to 
whom his country looked up for 
deliverance from impending ruin. 

The vifion of fackingand plun- 
dering Rome vani(hed ; and Spar- 
tacus, after vainly regretting that 
he had abandoned his moderate 
defigns of marching to^wards the 
Alps, found himfelf obliged, by 
the fuperior general(hip of Cra(rus, 
to lead his troops, by long and la- 
borious marches, to that part of 
the Italian promontory which faces 
Sicily. 

That ifland was at the fame 
time fuffering every evil that ava- 
rice and oppreflion could infli6^, 
under the rapacious government of 
Verres, .-. whofe enormities have 
been configned to cvorlafting in- 
famy, by the elegant inveAive of 
Cicero. The C^aeftor was alfo 
fufpe6ted of a private correfpond^ 
ence with Spartacus, and is fiiid 
to have agmd with certain pi- 
rates, who infefted the Ionian (ea, 
to tranfport his army; but they 
infifted on receiving from the 
gladiator, the ftipulated price, be- 
fore they colle^ed their veflels, 
and then, by the advice of Vcr» 
res, ba(bly departed, without fnU 
filling their agreement. The op, 
prtffoT of the Sicilians recoUeftcd, 
that the prefence of Spartacus 
would be only dividing that plun- 
der, -which be wiih^ to pofleis 
B b a unditniniflied ; 
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uadkninifhed : he, at the fame 
time, infifled on fharing the mo- 
mey received bv the pirates, who 
had long purchafed impunity for 
rapine and outrage, by dividing 
with this infamous magiilrate the 
ipoils of an unhappy province. 

Difappointed by that perfidy, 
which the wicked cannot coinplain 
of in each other, Spartacu? turned 
his face towards Brundufium, in 
hopes of procuring fome means of 
embarkation from that port; but 
CrafTus prefled clofely upon him, 
and, to add to his embarrafTment^, 
befides a vigilant enemy, he had 
to contend wfth famine and fedi* 
tion in his own army. The fol- 
diers, fiufhed by fome trifling ad- 
vantage over a Roman detachment, 
exclaimed, that they would in- 
fiantly march to the capital. By 
the tumultuous conduct of his men, 
and the military evblutions of his 
adverfary, the Thracian was forced 
to engage in a difadvantageous fpot. 
This, indeed, was a circumftance 
which the Conful ardently wifhed, 
as Pompey, recalled from Spain 
by the fenate, was haflening to 
Inatch a vi&ory from the hands of 
CrafTus. 

After the neceflary orders and 
difpofitions, Spartacus, placing him« 
felt in front of his original afToci- 
ates at Capua, addrefTed his army 
in the following words : ** We 
have no alternative, my friends, 
but to exterminate the forces of 
the fenate, honorable death, or to 
ignominiouily yield ourfelves to 
the mercy of a cowardly and cruel 
foe, whom» paft experience has 
convinced us, it is lafer to fight 
With, than confide in. Our ftc^ 
ceisful battles with the F^or Clau- 



dius, with Varinius, and with Fu- 
rius, have eilablifhed, beyond a 
doubt, the fuperiority of men^who 
fight for freedom : a hireling has 
neither intereft in, nor affedioa 
for, the caufe in which he ventures 
his life. 

" We have but to add the name 
of CrafTus to the lift of thofe 
we have conquered, and there re- 
mains no obflacle to the planting^ 
our vi£torious ftandards in the Fo- 
rum of Rome. But whatever be 
the event, triumph or defeat; I 
trud that we diall, with our own 
hands, ere A an honourable tomb, 
compofed of the bodies, and ce- 
mented with the blood of our ene- 
mies, an everlafling monument to 
future ages, a warning lefTon againft 
ufurpation, cruelty, pride, and op- 
preflion, which never fail, fooncr 
or later, rouzing a fpirit which 
they arc feldom able to check." 

The charge was founded;*^ 
" Death or vi£^ory," repeated by 
twenty thoufand voices, echoed 
o'er the field, but was foon drowh- 
ed by the clafh of arms : the con«» 
fli6t was bloody, but Spartacus, 
whofe genius gave life and fpirit 
to his whole army, expofed him- 
fclf to unnecefTar}* danger by feek- 
ing CrafTus, and was ilain early in 
the engagement. 

To meafure fwords with a brave 
and illuArious Roman, to (ignalize 
his vidory, or immortalize his 
death, by a perfonal encounter"" 
with Craflus, was the fond hope a^^ 
hb heart. After killing fever^l of- 
ficers of rank, whom he mifiook^. 
for the Conful, and lamenting^, 
almoft in the words of Shakefpear^ 
that he believed there was many m 
Craflus in the field ; he fell, ovcr^ 
powered 
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powered \yf numbers, hgving mif- 
fed the object of his purfuit, and 
ejLhibiCed woaderfui pioofs of 
matchlefs, but ineffectual peribnal 
powefs. This extrfiordinary man 
IS (aid to have been a^ually and 
literally cut to pieces, as the moft 
indufirious fearch after the battle 
could not identify his body. His 
death was not unrevenged ; the 
gladiators flood their ground to 
the laft, not one of the number 
who efcapedfrom Capua furviving 
the defeat, but were found extend- 
ed on the very fpot of ground they 
originally occupied. The victory 
of CralTus was complete and deci- 
five, though he lod the bed of his 
troops. Six thoufand prifoners, 
who fell into his hands he hung 
on trees by the way fide, a^ he re« 
tamed to Rome. 

In the courfe of this difgraceful 
conteil, more than one hundred 
thoufand men perifhed by the 
fword; the vad acquiiitipn of 
power and credit which this vi^ory 
gave to CrafTus, firft planted the 
feeds of ambition in his bread, 
which were afterwards produfbive 
of a train of evils to his country, 
his competitors, and himfelf. The 
befl blood and ftrength of the re- 
public, were drained by civil war 
and domedic faction ; the road 
was paved for introducing military 
defpotifm, and the fervile wars 
may be faid fird to have produced' 
the decline, ar«d, in their remote 
confequences, the fall of the Ro- 
man £mpire. 

With fuch evils entailed on da« 
veryf under every form, and pre- 
fented to us at different ages, I 
can believe no one to be a finrere 
approver of the traffic in human 
fkfbj but bom motives of iatercft) 



and fuch I wpuld ainooft CKCuie, 
for in the prefent date of public 
fpirit and private virtue, I cannot^ 
I mud not exped a man to abati* 
don his edate, or yield his iiveli- 
hood in the cauie of humani^. 
Yet, firom wretches, v procured by 
violence or fraud, conveyed fi'pni 
their native country, in a manner 
which renders their fumving ra- 
ther miraculous than probable, an4 
fcantily provided with the com* 
forts, or even the neceflaries of 
life; from wretches, whofe exer- 
tions are never produ&irc of any 
advantage . to themfelves, froq^ 
fuch miferablp outcads of focie^ 
can we exped any effort or interdit 
beyond the impulie of the whip f 
Indeed, flavery, in its mod meho« 
rated date, and abated rigors, prt» 
fenti^ fpe6lacle fo diocking to a 
generous mind, that it is impoffiblf 
to defend it on any plea, but that 
of felf intered, and commercial of 
- political necellity ; I cannpt agree 
that our rivals perfevering in it, 
affords us any excufe. 
QPENCER, Mr. for a fliort 
O account of the famous chan^ 
eery fuit between his executoi-s and 
Sir Abraham JaniTen, fee Jenningj 
Sarah, in my fird volume. 

SQUIRES, MARY, an itinc- • 
rant pedlar, gypfey, and fmugr 
gler, who under thefe vague deno- 
minations, mi^ht have lived qn«; 
noticed, and died without remem* 
brance, had not a profecution for 
robbery, by which fee was con- 
demned to die, fuddenly fixed th« 
public eye upon her ; and as pre* 
judice or party operated, alter» 
nately rendered her a general ob« 
jeft of detedation, pity, or con- 
tempt. Perfiding, with the mdft 
ibkmu adevcratioitt, that (be was 
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in a diftant part of the kingdom 
on the very day ihe was accufed of 
having committed the crime, and 
naming a variety of perfons who 
could prove it, the compaflion of 
Sir Crifp Gafcoyne, at that time 
Lord Mayor,, was excited; by his 
example, feveral well meaning in- 
dividuals were induced to join 
with him in examining a moft 
perplexed and intricate bufineft; 
and fhe was ultimately recommend- 
ed as an objeft of mercy to the 
qrown. 

It appeared, by the declaration 
tipon oath of Elizabeth Canning, 
« young woman about nineteen 
years of age, that in the beginning 
of the year 1753, having procur 
*ed leave from a perfon with whom 
ihe lived as a fervant, to pafs a 
day with her uncle at Salt-petre- 
bank, Ihe remained with him from 
about eleven in the morning, 'till 
jiine at night; and that on her 
return home, two lufty men in 
great coats met her near Bethlem- 
wall, Moorfields, violently affault- 
cd, robbed her of a gown, apron, 
hat, and half-a-guinea in money, 
tied her hands behind her, and on 
her ftruggling, gave her a violent 
blow on the temple, accompanied 
with oaths and execrations: that 
they then laid hands on her, one 
on each fide, and dragged her 
"with violence and abufe for fome 
"hours, part of which time, from 
fits, (he was not fenfible, till they 
arrived at the houfe of Sufannah 
Wells, which flie afterwards found 
was fituated near En field- Waih : 
"that on being forced by the two 
ruffians into the houfe, flie was 
accofted by Mary Squires, who 
aiked her, " If (he would go their 
way ? and if flic would, that flie 



fliould have fine cloaths :" words 
of which at the time flie did not 
underftand the import, though flic 
replied, " No;*' but flie fmce con- 
ceives, that it was nothing lefs 
than a wifli for her to fubmit to 
the odious life of a proftitute. 

On her anfwering, " No,*' 
Mary Squires, with a long knife, 
ripped up the lace of her flays, 
which flie took from her, and after 
feveral intimidating threats, pufli- 
ed her into a back room, or hay-i 
Joft, where flie was confined for 
twenty-feven days, with no other 
fuftenance than a flender pittance 
of bread, fome water in a broken 
pitcher, and a fmall minc'd pye, 
which fhe accidentally had in her 
pocket. During all this time, fhe 
declared that no one creature vi- 
fited her, and the bread and water 
being exhaufted, fhe at laft broke 
down a board which was nailed 
on the infide of a window, out of 
which fhe ciept on a fort of pent- 
houfe, and then jumped on the 
ground, which, from her defcrip- 
tion, was about nine or ten feet 
from the window; on being aflted 
if the jump did not hurt her, fhe 
faid, " No, becaufe the ground 
was a foft clay." 

Having quitted the houfe, flie 
walked home as faft as her weak 
condition permitted. It may na* 
tu rally be expected, after fo long 
and unaccountable an abfence, 
that her mother was alarmed, a&> 
well by the fqualid and difeafe^ 
appearance of her daughter, as bjF 
her diftrefling accoimt of the in- 
jurious treatment flie h^d experi- 
enced. 

A circumflance of this kind na- 
turally excited the fympathy and 
refentment of the public, ever 

com* 



soyiREs, 



191 



tiompaffionately attentive to female 
injuries; afubfrription was fet on 
foot in favor of the young wo- 
man ; Squires and Wells we^e 
taken iiAo cuftody, under the moft 
violent impreflions of popular pre- 
judice and indignation, tried at the 
Old Bailey, and fentence of death 
pafled on the former. 
. But Sir Crifp Gafcoyne, per- 
ceiving much contradi6lion in the 
evidence, and conddering the de- 
icriptioh given by Canning of the 
room which fhe faid was the place 
of her confinement, to be very 
different from the ai^al ftate and 
dimenfions of the hay-loft in Wells*s 
houfe ; flartled alfo by a principal 
witnefs in Canning's favor. Virtue 
Hall, having wholly retraced her, 
evidence^ though fhe had pofitive- 
ly fworn to the feeing Canning 
at Enfield Wafh, and to a good 
|>art of the converfation faid to 
liav^T'pafred between that young 
i^oman and Squires, particularly 
to the bufinefs of ripping off the 
llays ; for thefe, and other reafons, 
. this worthy, but at that time unpo- 
pular magiflrate, prefented a me- 
morial to the king, mentioning the 
^efumptive circumftances in favor 
of the old woman's innocence. In 
confequence of this proceeding, 
Mary Squires was refpited for fix 
weeks ; the confideration of the 
matter was referred to the attorney 
and folicitor general, who reported, 
that the weight* of evidence was 
in the conviAs' favour, and fhe 
ultimately, received a free pardon. 
If Squires was not guilty, it 
was impoffible Canning could be 
innocent ; her conduct confidering 
her years, mufl in that cafe have 
been cruel and attrocious, com- 
bining at once the crimes o£ per- 



jury and intended murder ;— mur- 
der, too, of the mofit cruel, bafe, 
cool, and premeditated kind, to 
fupport a groundlefs profecution 
for felony; under the colour of 
juflice to take away, the life of an 
innocent perfon, and to raife con» 
tributions on the public by a fa- 
bricated narrative. For thefe, and 
other reafons, it was judged proper 
to apprehend Elizabeth Canning, 
on a charge of wilful and corrupt 
perjury, for which crime fhe was 
arraigned at the bar of the Old 
Bailey, near twelve mouths after 
the trial of Mary Squires ; upwards » 
of five days were occupied in ex- 
amining a variety of witnefles, 
with a patience and laborious 
fearch for truth, equally honour- 
able to the judges on the bench, 
the counfellors, and the jurymen. 

It was obferved, in Canning's 
defence, that her not flying from 
juftice, during the long interval 
which elapfed between the trials, 
was a flrong prefumption of her 
innocence, fince neither herfelf or 
friends Were boutfd by any recog- 
nizance. To this it was anfwered, 
that, one who had been able, for 
fo long a time, by an artful flory, 
to prejudice fo many iu her favor, 
and to receive fuch ample counte- 
nance and pecunia^y fupport, had 
every profpeft of evading j\iflice, 
by 'wdUdreffed evidence, and the 
flrong force of popular opinion; 
in which cafe, her triumph over 
triith would have been complete, 
her reputation, as z /pedes of mar» 
{yr, eftablifhed, and her reward, 
in all probability, would have been 
Iplendid. 

The previous and accurate def- 
cription of a broken pitcher which 
was difcovered in the room \ and 
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the htjr-laft, which, in fotoe par- 
ticalars, tallied with her account, 
though in many circumftances it 
£litled, as (he did not mention a 
jack-line and pulley, a broken 
cafement over the chimney, and a 
cheft of drawers, all of which 
were proved, by an accumulation 
of dun and cobwebs, to have been 
<w> long refidents. Yet the pitcher, 
and the defcription of the room 
Ukd its contents, though not cor- 
rect, prove fome previous acquaint- 
ance with it, and, perhaps, a re- 
Ibrence to the evidence of one of 
Canning's witneffes (Robert Scar- 
ratt) may help to folve the myftery. 

Incited by curiofity, and, accord- 
ing to his own account, unfolicited, 
Mr. Scarratt had (though a perfe6k 
ilranger) called at her mother's 
hoofe foon after her return, and, 
in the coorfe of his evidence, ac- 
knowledged having often^ on for- 
mer occafioiw, been at the houfe 
of Sufannah Wells, near Enfield- 
Wafli. If we can fuppofe, for a 
moment, an iniquitous communi- 
cation to have taken place between 
Elizabeth Canning and Robert 
Scarratt, whofe evidence was by 
no means fatisfa6kory, this difficul- 
ty vanifhes. 

It was alfo fubmitted to the 
court, that, even if Squires could 
prove, by pofitive and circumftan- 
• tjal evidence, that (he was in a 
liiftant part of the kingdom at the 
time laid in the indictment, it did 
not follow that Canning had maH- 
ciwfy perjwed herfelf, it being as 
po&bie for a pcrfon to be deceived 
by a fimilitude of deformity, as 
well as of beauty ; though the old 
gypfey, when the conftable went 
wittLdse warrant to apprehend her, 
JiUttQ GMUiiiig, oa being charged 



with robbing htfr of her ftays; 
" Do you fay I robbed you ? pray^ 
madam, look at this face ; if yoil 
have once feen it, it muft be re^ 
membered, for I think God Al- 
mighty never made fuch another." 
When this part of the evidence 
was related, the eyes of every one 
prefent were naturally fixed on 
Squires, whofe countenance, in- 
deed, exhibited an ailemblage of 
features uncommon, and diaboK« 
cally hideous. 

The fufferings of Canning, and 
the evident reduced ftate of her 
health, fo much fo as to^e thought 
at firft irrecoverable, were men- 
tioned, as convincing proo^ of the 
truth of her allegations. 
The man that hangs, or beats 

out's brains, 
The devil's in him if he feigns ; 
was quoted on this occafion ; and 
it was alked, if any perfon' in theif 
fenfes Would bring themfelves to 
the brink of death, to procure 
friends and contributions ? Wgukt 
the girl kill herfelf for the fake of 
a fubfcription ? The counfel in 
behalf of Canning alfo ftrongly 
dwelt on the danger of allowing 
convi£i:ions for wilful and corrupt 
perjury, on the fcore of mere im- 
probability of fafts, which have? 
been credited by twelve men ort 
their oaths; he infifted, that fuch' 
proceedings tended to Overturn thtf 
common and eftablifhed forms of 
juilice, and would at laft intimidate 
individuals from being zealous ttf 
bring guilty perfons to punifliment^ 
lead they themfelves may be here* 
after profecuted. 

[ This dodrtne ixjas acknonjJeJgeS 

fy tl^ court to be njuell ijuwthy rf at" 

teftticttj though^ irt the prefeM iiiftance^ 

fiwi the recantattM of a frfucifat 

luitnefif 
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moitnefs^ anB for other important rea^ 
Jhms^ it 'was thought advifeabU to dc" 
part from a good gtfiefal rule,'] 
, Things feemingly impoffiblc for 
hunuin power to have performed, 
bave been proved true, though no 
<:redit was allowed to them when 
iird aderted ; and declarations have 
been proved falfe, which had e\ery 
appearance of credit and autbenti- 
-city, and which at the time were 
thought the nioft unlikely to be 
attefted, if not really true. 

An improbable and unparalleled 
ride from London to York, in one 
day, on the fame horfe, proirented 
the convi^ion of a prifoner for a 
highway robbery, though he con- 
fefied himfelf guilty of it, imme- 
diately after his acquittal. An in- 
ftance of a fteward, in the Gainf- 
borough family, was alfo mention- 
ed, who fuddenly difappeared with 
a confiderable fum of money in 
his charge, which was fuppofed 
to have been taken from him. 
The gentlemen of the county in 
which he refided were alarmed, 
and, after a certain time, his fon, 
impelled, as he faid, by remorfe, 
accufed himfelf, his mother, and 
lifter, of having robbed and mur- 
dered his ^ther: he added, that 
they had thrown the body into a 
certain pit in the neighbourhood, 
which was fearched, but no body 
could be found; yet, as the fon 
perfifted in his accufation, they 
wc#c all three indicted, tried, and 
hanged. The father (and I fhud- 
der when I relate the circumftance) 
this unhappy father, a few months 
afterwards returned, giving a par- 
ticular and fatisfa6tory account of 
his abfence, equally fliocked aikl 
perplexed by a fanguinary, but 
Vol. II. 



unaccountable depravity, which 
iiad thus exterminated his family. 

The contradictory accounts of 
Canning were explained by her 
friends, as amounting to no more 
than this, that a general fa6t, com- 
pounded of a variety of things 
done and faid at various places, 
when related on particular occa- 
fions, and at different times, had 
not always been told minutely and 
exactly the fame way ; a defedt to 
which every long and complicated 
ftory mutt, in fome degree, be 
liable. Befides, they faid, that an 
allowance ought to be made for 
the aggravated feelings and expref- 
fions of a parent, who believed 
her daughter to have been adlually 
treated m the manner defqHbed ; 
and fomething fliould be granted 
to the harrafled condition and tre- 
pidation of an injured female, un« 
der the impreffions of fear, famine, 
an emaciated body, and an agitated 
mind. 

Several witnefTes proved their 
having feen Mary Squires, on or 
about the i6th, the 17th, and 23d 
of December, at Enfield-Wafh. — 
She was obferved, according to the 
evidence of one man, telling a 
perfbn's fortune. Another fwore 
to her applying to him for leave to 
fleep in his barn ; and a third, to 
her enquiring of him abou^ a horfe 
fhe had lofl. A phyfician and an 
apothecary proved the languid and 
reduced fbte of Elizabeth Canning, 
on her return to her motlier's, aiwl 
that (he appeared like one who had 
fufFered extreme hunger, third, 
and cold ; t>t:t they acknowledged, 
that a perfon might be as Ihe was 
from other cau&s. 

Robert JBeals, an attendant at 
Cc the 
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the Stamford-Hill turnpike, fworc, 
that, about thc/ore-end of January, 
but he could not fpeak pofitively 
to the day, he faw a girl, in com- 
pany with two men, pafs the gate, 
fobbing and crying, that they 
jollied her along, and ufed abufivc 
language. He defcribed her, as 
having on a light coloured gown 
and apron, and that it was about 
eleven o'clock at night. On this 
evidence it was obferved, that 
Canning could not be the woman 
who pafTed the turnpike, for fhe 
had fworn, that her goivn and apron 
were taken from her in Moorfields ; 
— add to this, that turnpike gate is 
four miles from Moorfields, and 
feven from Wclls*s houfe, and flie 
fwore, that fhe was brought to 
Wells's about four in the morning. 

Thomas Bennett faw a miferable 
poor wretch, in a ragged, dirty 
condition, on the 29th of January, 
near Enfield- Waih, on her way to 
London, and depofed, that (he 
aiked him the road. Two other 
witnefles fwore to the meeting a 
girl, whom they 'verily believe to 
nave been Elizabeth Canning, on 
the road between Enfield -Wafh 
and London, but defcribed her as 
looking pale, though her hands 
and face were faid, by herfelf and 
others, to be black and blue. 

On the part of Mary Squires, 
upwards of forty perfolis were cal- 
led, to prove, that flie was ^1ore 
than a hundred and thirty miles 
from Enfield- Wafh, in company 
with her fon George, and her 
daughter Lucy, at the time fhe 
was accufed of having committed 
the robbery. 

On the 29th of Deceml)er, ac- 
cordiDg to the evidence of Mn. 



Hopkins, the landlady of a public 
houfe at South Perrott, in Dorfet- 
fliire, they all three lodged with 
her; on the 30th, they called at 
WinyardVGap, an alehoufe, about 
a mile further, to take refrefhment : 
at this la(i place, the frightful 
countenance of Squires fo remark- 
ably attrafted the notice of the 
evidence, that file compared her 
to a pifture of Mother Shipton, 
hanging in the room. Her appear- 
a nee on the fame day at Lytton, a 
village nine miles further on the 
road, was alfo proved by feveral 
witneffes ; — by James Hawkins, at 
whofe houfe they flept two nights ; 
by her fon's being fhaved there, 
by Francis Gladman ; and by their 
dining on a couple of boiled fowls, 
which, on Mr. Moreton's obferv- 
ing, that it was a remarkable din- 
ner for gypfies, George anfwered, 
that fowls, at fix-pence a piece, 
were cheaper than butcher's meat, 
and that he bought them of Dance 
Turner. 

At Abbotfbury, a fmall parifh, 
three miles from Lytton, they re- 
mained till Tuefday the pt'h of 
January, were recognized by many* 
perfons, and had a dance at the 
houfe of John Gibbons, the fign 
of the Ship, at Abbotfbury, where 
William Clarke, a fhoemaker, and 
the fweethe^rt of Lucy, the daugh- 
ter of Mary Squires, was her part- 
ner, and Melchifedech Arnold, a 
blackfmith, played the fiddle. John 
Ford, a carpenter, of Abbotfbury, 
faw them alfo on the iff of Janu- 
ary, fliook hands with the old wo- 
man, kiffed her daughter, and 
drank a pint of beer' with George. 
From Abbotfbury, they were regu- 
larly traced through Porterfham 

add 
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and Ri<%ewaT C^^^r^ csih bnn? 
icarce, tbcr left a piece of Kantizi 
as a pWge for the reckoning) to 
I>or^ei!er, at which place, in 
confequence of the cxccffive rains, 
the Fordingtoa water was fo very 
high, that the old wonun and 
George were oblig:-d to wade 
throngh it, bwt Lucy prevailed on 
a miller's boy to carry her behind 
him on horfeback. 

67 a chain of credible and cir- 
Gumfiantial evidence, they were 
jMx>ved to have paiTed through 
Chettle, Martin, Coombe, and 
Bafingftoke, where Lucy, not being 
able to write, begged the landlady 
to fend Clarke a few lines, accord- 
ing to promife. The letter, with 
the poil-mark, was alfo produced 
in court. From Baiingftoke they 
went to Bagihot, Brentford, Page- 
Green, Tottenham, and, on the 
^4th of January, took lodg- 
ings at Mrs. Wells's, in Enfield* 
Waih, 

On the I ft of February they 
vere all apprehended, and it was 
remarked, that Canning, immedi- 
ately on coming into the room, 
exclaimed, pointing to Mary 
Squires, '.' That is the woman 
who robbed me of my ftays," 
when it was impoffible for her to 
lee the old woman^s face, from the 
particular pofition in which (he 
Ja^-r-She had defcri bed the place 
-of her confinement zsfquare^ dark^ 
^d little^ but, on furveying the 
room, it meafured 3$ feet 3 inches, 
by 9 feet 8 ; and it was far from 
dark, as well from the two win- 
dows, as from the light admitted 
between the paq^iles. She had 
alfo, at firfl, (aid, that (he dropped 
down from the window by a pent- 
l^oofe, wlicn, on lofpcAmy there 



was act a peothoofe oa d« pns 

mxfe. 

A poor labouring tnaa, named 
Fortune Natts, ^/KfctA^ that he 
and his wife (lept in the rcKmi ia 
which Canning fwore (he was con- 
fined, during that whole month, 
and, for fire or fix weeks before* 
This part of the evidence was alfo 
(ht>ngly corrobonited by Exra 
Whiflin, a neighbour of S'uf.;niMih 
Wells, who, being in v^nt of part 
of the iron- work of a (ign-board, 
and hearing that (lie had an old 
one to difpofe of, called to fee it, 
and accompanied Wells into the 
very room m queftion, to fcek for 
it ; they at laft found it under fome 
hay, which made part of the bed 
on which the wife of Natus was 
a£hially lying, at the very time 
Whiffin called, tlic i8th of Janu** 
ary. 

John Larney, Edward AllcHf 
and Giles Knight, labourers, had 
been ordered to lop fcveral trcci 
that grew near the window of tho 
work-(hop or hay-loft in queftion, 
and they fwore, that this bufmefs 
was performed on the 8th of Ja* 
nuary, and that while they were 
employed in it, two women, Vir- 
tue Hall, and Sarah Howitt, ap- 
peared at the window, and con- 
verfed with them for fome time. 
Had Canning then been in the 
room, (he muft have been frcn, or 
at leaif might have called for help 
to the men. ohe iiad alfo fworn, 
that no perfon, of any dcftj lotion, 
entered the grvrrct or loft, r u'u\% 
her confinement, ft was alfo ic- 
marked, that a nighf-gown and 
handkerchief, which ftie faid (be 
took to cover htrfcif with, out of 
the room at WtiU's, ftie claimed 
as her mother's before the J»rd 

Qq % Mayor, 
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Mayor, and wifhed to take them, 
as well as the pitcher, into • her 
po(fe(&on ; to the information be- 
fore Mr. Fielding fhc fet her mark, 
as if unaWc to write her name, 
but aftenvards wrote a fair legible 
hand. 

After an examination of more 
than a hundred and twenty wit- 
nefTes, in this caufe of general ex- 
pectation, the jury retired for fif- 
teen minutes, and brought in a 
vcrdift — Guilty of perjury, but 
not wiliiil and corrupt ; which the 
Recorder told them he could not 
receive, as they muft either find 
her guilty of the whole iadi6tment, 
or cJfc acquit her ; they then, 
after half an hour's confultation, 
brought in a verdift — Guilty of 
wifful and corrupt perjury. Some 
altercation took place, in confe- 
quence of a difference of opinion 
between two of the jurymen, for 
which reafon, Canning's friends 
xnov^d for a new trial, which was 
rcfiifed; and in May, 1754, being 
called up to receive fentence, ihe, 
ia a low voice, addrefiied the court 
in the following manner. 

** I hope your Lordfliips will be 
favourable to me, for I had no in* 
tent of fwearing the gypfey's life 
away. I beg to be conudered as 
an unfortunate woman, and that 
what has been done was only in 
defence of myfelf." 

The Recorder (Mr. Moreton) 
then addreded her in the following 
words. 

** Elizabeth Canning, 

** You ftand convicted, on the 
cleareft proof, of wilful and cor- 
rupt perjury, a crime attended 
with the mod fatal and dangerous 
coulequences to the community, 
though as yet it is not puniihtd 



with death* Your trial has taken 
up a great deal of time, and the 
fevfcral witnefles have undergone 
the flriCleil examination : I think 
I may venture to affirm, that there 
is not one unprejudiced perfon, of 
the great numbers who have at- 
tended it, but mufl be convinced 
of the juftice and impartiality of 
the verdi6L 

" I look back with horror on 
the evidence you gave at the trial 
of Mary Squires, whom you knetr 
to be deflitute and friendlefs, and 
therefore you fixed upon her as a 
proper object to make a facrifice 
of, at the expence of a felfe oath : 
this you preferred to the making a 
plain difcovcry to thofe who had a 
right to know where you really 
were thofe twenty-eight days of 
your pretended confinement in the 
houfe of Sufannah Wells ; and in 
this you were encouraged to perfifl, 
as well by that mifapplied charity 
which was bountifully given you, 
in compaffion to your fuppofed 
fuflferingp, as by the advice of your 
miflaken friends, whom you had 
deluded and deceived into a belief - 
of the truth of what you had 
faliely fworn. 

*^ This audacious attempt, and 
that calm deliberate affurance with 
which you formed a fcheme to 
take away the life of one, though 
the mofl abjed of the human 
fpecies, together with your youth, 
and the chara^er you then had, as 
well as your feeming inexperience^ 
impofed upon many, and gained 
you a credit, which muft have ex- 
ceeded your highefl expe6tations ; 
thus eiKou raged, you not only 
wickedly perfevered, but even tn- 
uniphed over thofe who would not 
fttffiir their judgiaents to be nlified 

by 
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hf fo gtois an impofir^on. But 
when at laft pcojdc na^' a Jirtte re- 
covered their fuq?nze, and this al- 
mod miraculous t?]*. . : yours came 
to be temperately canvaiTed and 
tried; by companrg your own 
ori)(inai infor:T)atioii with the evi- 
dence you had gives at the trial, 
which was found to vary in fo 
many material circu.:T. (lances, a 
nece&ary enquiry was fet on foot 
by a worthy magiftrate who pre- 
fided in this court, which favcd 
the life of Squires, and ultimately 
gave rife to this profecution, 
which has expofed the gniir}-, and 
ought to convince the doubtful: 
this iniquitous conduift of yours 
will, I hope, induce mankind not 
to fuffer their credulity to get the 
better of their reafon. 

** It is not my wifti to aggravate 
your guilt, or increafc that afflic- 
tion which / btff you feel ; but as 
I attended both the trials, it may 
be expe6ted that I fhould declare 
my opinion: I therefore, in the 
moft folemn manner, afhrm, that 
I always thought your evidence 
fisdfe, and your witnelTss moft grofs- 
Jy mifhiken. The pol icy of foreign 
countries punifhesthis offence wi:h 
death ; but it is your happinefs to 
have been born in a countrv, 
whofe code of laws are neifhcr ie- 
vcre or fangiiinary, and the fen- 
tence I now pronounce is in no de- 
gree adequate to the nature of your 
ofl^nce. You fhall be imprifoned 
in the jail of Newgate for one 
month; you (hall then be tranf- 
ported to America, for the term 
of feven years ; and if within that 
period yon return, and are found 
III any of his majefty's dominions 
of Great Britain or Ireland, you* 
IhallfBflfer death." 



Kotwithfhnding this decifioii, s 
amnber of penple itill xn€f(ed on 
the incocmce of Canning; liie 
nem^perb and periodic pnWica- 
tiDns :anned with ai^uments 
on ifae fjSeft; the ingeniow 
Henry Field ir>5 tnd Sir Toha HiH 
L.'fo cxcrfifcd ititW pen- : flie was 
however, in Acguft 27^4- traif- 
ported to New Engand. where 
flie married adranta^^\rSy, and 
one of her original fapportrrs left 
her a legs', y of five hucdred poon<!s. 
Before her departure, ihe publilbed 
a declaration, which conclodes in 
thcfc words : ** I declare, in the 
mod ferious manner, that I am 
fully perfuaded, and well afiiirrd, 
that Mary Squires was the per^Mi 
who robbed me ; and that the hovie 
of SuGmnah We!h was the p-iace 
in which I was confined twenty- 
eight davs." 

This article ought not to con* 
dude without paying a tribute of 
praife to the humane zeal of Sir 
Crifp Gafcoyne, the acute in- 
veftigation of Mr. ^lorcton, and 
the diicriminating precifion oJF Ser- 
jeant Davv. 

S TAT/ONERS' COMPANY 
of Londor:, introduced in this 
place for the pu pofc of recording 
the culpable and indecenl neglea 
of a printer they employed in the 
reign of James the Firft, who po- 
ni£ed them by a fine of a thoa- 
fand pounds, for omitting in an 
edition of the Bible, the important 
monofyllable, «9f, in that por- 
tion of the decalogue which for- 
bids adultery. 

An error of a like kind, but 
not an involuntary error, has bcet^ 
laid to the charge of Porpora, a 
celebrated Italian compofer, who 
being employed on a particular 
occafioui 
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occation, to fet a part of the 
fervice of the church of Rome, 
to mufic, found himfelf at a lofs 
in the beginning of one of the 
creeds for a monofylJable, to give 
power to the fort6 part of his piece, 
and in the abforbing raptures of 
his compofition, thoughtlefsly in- 
troduced the very word, for the 
omilHon of which, the ftationers' 
company had been puniflied; fo 
that in the mufic fcore, the words 
actually ran " 1 believe not in God." 
This error, not remarked 'till after 
the celebration of the fervice, was 
produftive of future cenfure and 
confuiion to the compofer, who 
was feverely reprimanded by the 
inquifition ; feldom content with 
reproof, without punifhment. 

The flationers' company had 
long enjoyed the exclufive privilege 
of printing and vending almanacks, 
grounded on a grant of James the 
Firft or Second, which his ma- 
jefty had no right to make : and a 
monopoly fo contrary to law and 
equity, was attacked by Carnan, 
ti private individual of ftrong fenfe, 
but unaccommodating manners. 

This bookfeller, after a long 
and cxpeniive fuit, againft the 
united power, influence, and mo- 
ney, ot a wealthy fraternity, and 
a learned univerfity, gained the 
caufe, and celebrated his viftory 
"With an intemperate exultation, 
calculated rather to infult his van- 
quiihed rivals, than exalt himfelf 
in the opinion of moderate men. 
After driving his antagonills from 
the field, he reaped himfelf but 
little benefit from this triumph, 
owing to the ungenerous eagernefs 
of the reft of the trade who feized 
thofe advantages he had laid open. 

Carnaa was a ftriking and ioi- 



preffive proof, that good fenfe and 
a£tive powers cannot always infure 
a fuccefsfiil or a pleafant pailage 
through life: he was preyed on 
by chagrin or infiilted by unforgiv-r 
ing competitors, while many a dull 
fellow in the neighbouring row,' 
one half of his time afleep,,and the 
other fcarccly awake, was (lum- 
bering into independence, eafe, 
and city honours. As a proof 
of his impolitic obftinacy, he i$ 
faid to have expended a thoufaod 
pounds in a law fuit concerning a 
horfe, rather than retraft an opi- 
nion : in another inftance, he 
funk a confiderable fum in build- 
ing a houfe, on an execrable fpot, 
without profpeft or probability of 
a tenant, or its turning to any ad- 
vantage or account, and contrary 
to the perfuafions of all his friends. 
The only reafon that could be 
guefled for his pertinacious adhe- 
rence to this unprofitable folly, 
was, that in a difpute, ht had af- 
ferted, that the fituation was a 
defirable one, and a tenant at a 
high rent abfolutely certain; the 
event proved his « miftake. The 
writer of this article was once 
witnefs to a tranfa<^ion between 
Goldfmith and Carnan, which did 
credit to the fpirit, feelings and 
generofity of the bookfeller, but 
the author, in his ufual ftrange 
way, treated his benefactor with 
fuperciiious abruptnefs, and ill 
manners ; had a third perfon been 
introduced, unacquainted with the 
preceding tranfa6tion, be would 
have immediately concluded, that 
Carnan had received, and Gold- 
fmith conferred a favor. I have 
not been able to afcertain, if the 
^ defalcations from their incoxne by 
almanacksi has made any inroaqi 
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on the monthly luxuries, or the 
laudable charities of this refpe^ta- 
ble fociety. 

STERNE, LAURENCE, an 
Englilh Clergyman, and a po- 
pular writer, the founder of t 
numerous cla(s, to whom the term 
Semtimental has been given, which, 
ftrictly fpeaking, almoft every fpc- 
cics of writing, beyond a technical 
fyllabus, or a :e>:t book, is, or 
ought to be. I: wojld be no eafy 
ta&, precifeiy to dtfiae, what a 
modero reader oieacs by this fafli- 
ionable iarinidinErian expr*fuon, 
unlefs we are :o r*:: fariiacd wi:h 
wha: a fenu.* -r.ieT o.-j":* rt^.itd 
to this q:je:r:"r-, £-d rs-ther in a 
peevtlb *iT, ** I: rr^iiiu lo -rr* 
like SarL*-'" 

To arrzipc- hIl: I iav* — ,-:- 

pear pr^--ptji'i^ ::i: i* a-r. 

man »i5 rsiTir itit.- J: *• = ^- 
fiiie6 of 'srr'nzii 'j^.t: "zjrjrx. ^ - /i 
to be sfzunszi :- 17 - i.-t - : -j: >;— 
w^ ra"*^ 3JL2I. lii fii-~ r ?_#v. i 



and, to the million, tlir uniinjNir- 
tant occurrences (if l)i<r, to (rWI 
materials, calcuhitrd in hm rxtist- 
ordinary manner, to intercfi, Hn* 
vatc, and furprixc. 

Unenit)arra(Icrd by thofc? frtfrfii 
of continuity and conrrrn< r, wliii li 
found criticiffii cxpr/t*. Imin w/tn- 
mon writers, lie '.onfi<iL'it fninl^ll 
a«t at liberty, to wandn diKiiidve- 
ly, or rather to lf:;ip ovti Ij4irrii 
rock%, or unMihivaiN'd prrMpii^rv, 
and ex<epf, wh':n Iit r^f rationally 
iv/*]A l'» uny H rof", rsiiir. a \\\\y^ 
or 'irop a K-.'/irfiTit, to y%\\*ti^ 
wirho-* r*ri;i'., »;.'! f'/rf,'-*.r»i'^t'v/itfu 
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ftoo STERNE. 

inflammatorjr, if not groflly lewd ; 
bis conftant plea and reply was^ 
that he did it for the purpofe of 
procuring readers. And if fuch 
a fault can be excufed, it may be 
recorded among the contradidory 
paradoxes of fafhionable caprice, 
that books, evidently (learning from 
the hot bed of a lafcivious imagi- 
jiation, were the morning compa- 
nions, and the nightly folace of 
women, who would have blufhed 
9^ an indelicate allufion, and have 
vigorouily refifted ail attempts on 
their chaftity. 

Yet fuch rcfiftance, mud, I fear, 
have been weakened, by a perufal 
of the volumes in queftion ; their 
tendency on the fex is evidently 
neither to make them (leady, or to 
keep them fo. I admit with feme 
difficulty, the excufe of one of his 
fair advocates, who had been re- 
proved for her avowed fondnefs, 
for the bewitching pages of Sterne : 
** I fee," replied the Lady, who 
had in her day lived with decorous 
propriety and elegant hofpitality. 
•* I fee, as well as you, the ble- 
miihes of my favourite author, 
but am I to flmt myfelf up all 
day in my room ? am I to lofe 
the vernal fragrance of the morn- 
ing breeze ? am I to refign the 
luxurious ferenity of an evening 
walk on the lawn, the meadow or 
in the wood, becaufe the path is oc- 
caiionally ob(lru<fied by thorns and 
briars, or for fear of being terri- 
fied by the hiffing of an adder, or 
the roaring of a bull ?" 

Without ^^'aiting to determine 
the weight of an argument, which 
would at any time excufe unbe- 
coming hints and ioofe language, 
if ufhered in by wit and gOod 
humour, I think it proper to re- 



mark, a peculiarity of Sterne's. 
What he had once committed to 
paper, however indecorous, and 
in one inftance unfounded, no in- 
treaties could prevail on him to 
alter or eraze, however contrary it 
mi^ht be to his reputation as t 
writer, and the purity of his cha- 
rader as a dignitary of the eda- 
blilhed Church. Like Dryden, he 
neglected, or would not pra£lice, 
that laft, that neceflary art, the art 
to blot; and when paflages have 
been pointed out in his manufcnpC, 
the omiiHon or corre6tion of which, 
would have prevented much oblo- 
quy on his tafte, as well as me- 
mory ; " What I have written, I 
have written," was his only reply— ^ 
*' \i you dfecJine printing it, others 
may be found who will." 

This abominable perfeverance, 
this incorrigible obftinacy, in dcf- 
pight of friendftiip, duty, intereft 
and difcretion, his friends could 
not always account for; whether 
as he once faid, *' It was bad 
enough to write nonfenfe, bat to 
re-write it, was the Devil -and Dr. 
Fauftus ;" which would prove it 
was genuine indolence ; or whether 
it might be, that unbending ienic 
of fuperiority, impatient of di- 
redion and controul, the frequent 
companion, perhaps, the preroga- 
tive of genius, which will fubmit 
to no deciiion, but its own, is not 
important to determine ; it might, 
not improbably, derive its origin 
from both. 

This partiality for the produce 
of our own brains, produced by 
the flattering, the magnifying op- 
tics of a parent, is a weakne6 
ffom which few writers are free. 
T he Compiler of the prcfent 
article^ in a moment of infiiituft- 

tioDi 



tion, like that bird» the venerable 
type and reprefentative of wifdom, 
inveloped by ivy, or pecking ?ind 
purfuinjg mice, " ancl fuch fmall 
gccr," has fomctimes fancied, his 
own fcreaming, purblind, auk- 
ward progeny, nearly refemblcd 
the aerial neftlings of the bird 
of Jove, who views, undazzled, 
the radiance of a meridian fun, 
' or, foaring through the air, with 
threatening talons, affrights the re- 
lu6Vant inhabitants of the woods 
and fbreft, to their dark retreats. 

The following is from Sterne, 
or one of his imitators; it is no 
bad defcription of the man. 

** I was born to travel out of 
the common road, and to ftart 
a(ide from the beaten tra6):^ I was 
neither defigned for a team, nor 
for a bridle, but to amble along, 
loofe and unconHned ; and if I 
neither kick, fplaili, or run over 
any one; who, in the name of 
common fenfe, has any right to 
interrupt me ?" 

The charee of borrowing from 
his predecettors has been lately al- 
ledged againft the fubje£t of this 
article, by a judicious and candid 
writer, who produces evidence 
fufficient to flartle, if not fubdue, 
the doubts of criticifm ; thofe who 
have been delighted by Sterne,- 
wrll, perhaps, read the following 
obferyations, and the pafiages 
which follow them, with regret 
and furprize. 

** In tracing fome of Sterne's 
ideas to other writers, I do not," 
fays the author, above referred to, 
** I do not mean to treat him as a 
plagiary ; I wiilr tO'-fHuftrate, not 
to aegnide him. If fome inftan- 
*CC8 of copying be proved againft 
bim, they will detra6l nothing 

vot.n. 
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from his genius, and will only 
ieflcn that impofing appearance he 
fometimes alfumed, of erudition, 
which he really wanted. 

" But there can be no doubt 
refpefting Sterne's obligations of 
an author, once the favourite to 
the learned and the witty, though 
now unaccountably neglefted. I 
have often wondered at the great 
pains he lakes in ridiculing opini- 
ons not fafliionable in his day, 
and have thought it fingular, that 
he fhould produce the portrait of 
his fophift, Mr. Shandy, with all 
the ftains and mouldinefs of the 
laft century about him. But I am 
now convinced, that all the fin- 
gularities of Triftram Shandy, 
were drawn from Burton's Anatomy 
of Melancholy,'' Here follow the 
extrads. 

Sterne. 

** Tis either Plato," fays Sterne, 
*' or Plutarch, or Seneca, or Xe- 
nophon, or Epiftetus, or The- 
ophraftus, or Lucian — or fopie 
one, perhaps, of later date- 
either Cardan, or Budaeus, or 
Petrarch, or Stella — or poffibly it 
may be fome divine, or father of 
the church, St. Auilin, or St. Cy- 
prian, or Bernard, who affirips, 
that it is an irrefidible and natural 
paffion to weep for the lofs of our 
friends or children — and Seneca, 
(I'm pofitive) tells us fomewhere, 
that fuch griefs evacuate them- 
felves beft by that particular chan- 
nel. And accordingly we find that 
David wept for his fon Abfalom 
— Adrian for his Antinous — Niobe 
for her children, and that ApoJlo- 
dorus and Crito both (bed tears for 
Socrates before his death." This is 
well rallied, as the following paf. 
fage will evince : but Sterne fhould 
I> d have 
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have confideredy bow much he 
owed to poor old Burton. 
Burton. 

** Death and departure of friends 
are things generally grievous : Om- 
mum qua in vita humana contingunty 
JuSttS atque mors funt acerhijjima, 
[Cardan de Confol. lib. 2.] The 
mod audere and bitter accidents that 
can happen to a man in this life, 
in aternum waUdicere^ to part for 
ever, to forfake the world, and* all 
our friends, 'tis ultimum terribilium^ 
the laft and the grcateft terrour; 
moft irkfome and troublefome unto 
us ? &c. — ^Nay, many generous 
fpirits, and grave ftaid men other- 
wife, are fo tender in this, that at 
the lofs of a dear friend they will 
cry out, roar, and tear their hair, 
lamenting fome months after, howl- 
ing O honcj as thofe Irifli women, 
and Greeks at their graves, com- 
mit many indecent a6tions, &c. 
Sternk. 

** 'Tis an inevitable chance — 
the firft ftatute in Magna Charta— 
it is an everlafting a£t of parlia- 
ment my dear brother — all mud 
die." 

Burton. 

** TTis an inevitable chance, the 
ftrfl flatute in Magna Charta, an 
everlafting zSi of parliament, all 
muft die." 

Sterne. 

<* When Tully was bereft of his 
dear daughter Tullia, at fird he 
laid it to his heart — he lidened to 
the voice of nature, and modula- 
ted his own unto it, ^c. — But as 
foon as he began to look into the 
(lores of philofophy, and coniider 
how many excellent things might 
be faid on the occafion — nobody 
upon earth can conceive, fays the 
|;reat orator, how joyful, how happy 
U qtiade me." 



Burton. 

** TuIIy was much grieved for 
his daughter Tulliola's death, at 
fird, ui^til fuch time that he had 
confirmed his mind, with fome 
philofophical precepts, then he 
began to triumph over fortune and 
grief, and for her reception into 
heaven to be much more joyed, 
than before he was troubled for 
her lofs." 

Sterne. 

^^ Kingdoms and provinces, and 
towns and cities, have the)- jnot 
their periods ? Where is Troy, and 
Mycene, and Thebes, and Delos, 
and Perfepolis, and Agrigentum? 
— What is become, brother Toby, 
of Nineveh, and Babylon, of 
Cyzicum, and Mytilene ; the fair- 
efl towns that ever the fun rofc 
upon, are now no more." 
Burton. 

" Kingdoms, provinces, towns, 
and cities." fays Burton, ** have 
their periods, and are confumed. 
In thofe flourilhing times of Troy, 
Mycene was the faired city tn 
Greece, — but it, ala^, and that 
Aflyrian Nineveh are quite over- 
thrown. The like fate hath that 
Egyptian and Basotian Thebes. 
Delos, the common council-houfe 
of Greece, and Babylon, the great- 
ed city that ever the fun (hone on, 
hath now nothing but walls, and 
rubbifh left — And where is Troy 
itfelf now, Perfepolis, Carthage, 
Cyzicum, Sparta, Argos, and all 
thofe Grecian cities ? Syracufe and 
Agrigentum, the fairefl towns in 
Sicily, which had fometimes feven 
hundred thoufand inhabitants, are 
now decayed." 

SrsRNE. 

" Let us follow Sterne again." 
Returning out of Afia, when I 
(ailed from ^gina towards Mega- 
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ra, I began to view the country 
round about, ^ina was behind 
mc, Megara was before, Pyraeus 
on the* right hand, Corinth on 
the left. What flourifhing towns 
now proftratc on the earth ! Alas ! 
alas ! £iid I to niyfelf, that a man 
fhould difhirb his foul for the lofs 
of a child, when fo much as this, 
lies awfully buried in his prefence. 
Remember, faid I to mjrfelf again 
— remember that thou art a man.** 
" This is, with fome (light va- 
riations. Burton's tranflation of 
Servius's letter. Sterne alters juft 
enough, to (heyr that he had not 
attended to the original." 

BURTOK. 

** Returning out of Afia, when 
I failed from i^ina towards Me- 
gara, I began to view the country 
round about, ^gina was behind 
me, Megara before, Pyraeus on 
the right hand, Corinth on the 
left ; what flouriiliing towns here- 
tofore, now proflrate and over- 
whelmed before mine eyes ! Alas, 
why are we men fo much difquieV^ 
ed with the departure of a friend); 
whofelife is much fliorter; when 
fo many goodly cities lie buried 
before us. Remember, O Servius, 
thou art a man; and with that I 
was much confirmed, and cor- 
rected myfelf." 

Sterne. 

** My fon is dead,** fays Mr. 
Shandy, " fo much the better; 
'tis a iname in fuch a temped, to 
have but one anchor.** 
Burton. 

** He was a moft dear and 

loving friend," quoth Burton, "my 
fole friend— Thou mayft be 
alhamed, I fay, with Seneca, to 
confefs it, in fuch a tempefl as this 
to have but one anchor. 



Sterne. 

" But,** continues Mr. Shandy, 
" he is gone for ever from us? be 
it fo. He is got from under the 
hands of his barber before he was 
bald. He is but rifen from a feaft 
before he was furfeited — from a 
banquet before he had got drunkcfr. 
The Thracians wept when a child 
was bom, and feafted and made 
merry when a man went out of 
the world, and with reafon. Is it 
not better not to hunger at all, 
than to eat ? Not tothiilt, than to 
take phyfic to cure it ? Is it not 
better to be freed from cares and 
agues, love and melancholy, and 
the other hot and cold fits of life, 
than like a galled traveller, who 
comes weary to his inn, to be 
bound to begin his journey afrefh.*' 
Burton. 

** Thou doft him ereat injury 
to defire his longer life. Wift 
thou have him crazed and fickly 
ftill, like a tired traveller, that 
comes weary to his inn, begin his 
journey afrefh ; — he is now gone 
to eternity — as if he had nfbn, 
faith Plutarch, from the midfl of 
a feaft, before he was drunk — Is 
It not much better not to hunger 
at all, than to eat ? not to thirit, 
than to drink to fatisfy thirfl ? not 
to be cold, than to put on clothes 
to drive away cold? You had 
more need rejoice that I am freed 
from difeafes, agues, &c. The 
Thracians wept ftill when a child 
was born, fedled and made mirth 
when any man was buried ; and 
fo fhould we rather be glad for 
fuch as die well, that they are fo 
happily freed from the iniferies of 
this life.*' 

STEWART, JOHN, Earl of 
Bute, a peer of North Britain, 
D d a diredtor 
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dircftor of the education of George 
tftc Third, and afterwards his prime 
miniftcr, during a period fcarcely 
to be equalled in Englilh hiftory, 
for party violence and civil difcord, 
which difFufed a dark cloud of im- 
plied fufpicion, or open averfion, 
over the rifing glories of a young 
and amiable Prince, who had fo 
lately afcended the throne of his 
anceftors, with the mod enthufi- 
aflic attachment of his fabje6ls. 
Thefe circumftances have been at- 
tributed, by fome, to weaknefs, 
by others, to ill-defign in the ad- 
miniftration of the day, and, by 
many, ■ to the fuperior fkill and 
versatility of tlier opponents, in 
forming parliamentary cabal, and 
fonnenting popular dilcontent. 

This nooleman, happy in the 
foiiles of his fovereign, but never 
pofTefling the confidence of the 
people, 'married the wealthy hcir- 
efs of Wortley Montague, and 
after retiring froni a miniftry, 
which the ftrong arm of military 
interpofition was fcarcely able to 
prote^k, pailed his remaining davs 
m the lajp of fcience and tranc^uiU 
lity, expending, or rather finking, 
ihore than eighty thoufand pounds, 
ill a fuperb edifice on High Cliff, 
a barren promontory on the fea 
coafi of Hampfhire, oppofite the 
Ifle of Wight ; not intimidated by 
the aflurances of his archite6^ and 
fyrveyor, who aflfertedvthat, from 
the daily and rapid inroads of the 
tide, in lefs than fifty years, the 
whole buildine, as well as the fur- 
rounding gardens and p^leafure- 
grounds, muft^ be wafhed into the 
lea ; a prediction, the fulfilling of 
which, I underftand, the raging 
elements bave already ruiaoufly 



and rapidly commenced, not with- 
out perfonal injury to the proprie- 
tor, a Ihort time before his death. 

After fecedine from the oftenii- 
ble fituation of a miniiler. Lord 
Bute's favorite purfuit was botany, 
in which his refearches are (aid to 
have been fuccefsfiil ; his work on 
this fubjeCt, with plates, of which. 
I believe, only a dozen were print- 
ed, is an elegant and fplendid 
proof, that when levees and draw- 
ing rooms lofe their charm, me- 
thods of paffing through life may 
ftill be uruck out, without facri- 
ficing health, fame, and fortune, 
to the injurious vices, the defpica- 
ble arts, or the trifling follies of 
Newmarket, the brothel, or the 
chace. For the fhades of retire- 
ment. Sir Robert Walpole is faid 
to have neglefted or forgotten to 
qualify himfelf, an evil not eafily 
remedied, and productive, in ma- 
ny inftances, of ferious perplexity, 
which that minifter, after having 
been hunted down, by the furious 
but mercenary blood-hounds of 
Pulteney, pathetically lamented, 
with tears. 

I cannot but think, that the 
fubjeCl of this article would have 
defer ved much better of fcience 
and of mankind, and would bave 
been more juflly entitled to the 
praife of a benevolent friend of 
the arts, had he permitted the im- 
preflions of his botanic Work to 
nave, been more numerous, and 
given to the public at a moderate 
price, or a copy to have been dif- 
tributed, gratis, to every univcrfity 
and public library in Europe ; the 
partial and referved manner in 
which it was printed and conferred 
favoured ftrongly of a haught;^, 
ariftboitic 
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ariftocrafic fpirit, illiberal, and 
unworthy an amateur and a gen- 
tleman. 

By a fpecies of internal, or ra- 
ther collateral evidence, this cir- 
cumilance ferves to corroborate a 
report which I formerly heard, 
hut did not credit, from a relation 
of the Thane's, who had no tethpT- 
atioh, and was of a profeffion that 
generally infpires a juft hatred for 
lying. In the domeilic management 
and edtication of his children, he 
defcribed the paternal deportment 
of Lord Bute as lingular and auf- 
tcre : from childhood to manhood 
they enjoyed a very minute portion 
of the time and attention of their 
Either, who, abforbed in jpolitical 
reveries, deep Ihidy, or lelf-con- 
teroplation, dire^ed, that at a fixed 
and regular hour they fhould once, 
and only once a day, be introduced 
to him, and make their obedience. 

After the cool common-place 
queftions, mutually given and re- 
ceived, they retired. This anec- 
dote, if true, inftead of the foft 
endearing intercourfe of a parent, 
might be rather termed a di*amatic 
reprefentation of domeflic deco- 
rum, perfe6liy confident with the 
Eari'sgcfture and mariner of fpeak- 
ing, which thofe who remember 
it, may recoiled were theatric ; it 
was rather the formal condefcen- 
fion of an Oriental defpot, a father 
without alfedion, than the fond 
ineeting of a parent with his ofFs- 
pnng, liflening to their prattle, or 
y viewing, with delight, the opening 
buds of mental and corporal im- 
provement. 

** Can you vouch for the au- 
thenticity of certain accufations 
you have produced againfl the fa- 
vorite, and the mother of a great 



oerfonager" (aid a Ijarrifter (who 
has the reputation of hitting off 
fatirical fketches impromptu) to 
the famous author of certain vio- 
lent jieriodic inve6tives. "Nothing 
like it,** replied the honourable 
gentleman, " nothing like it ; I^was 
totally ignorant of the bufinefs, but 
the hint, probably firft fuggefted 
by fome hungry paragraph- mon- 
ger, or induftrious pamphleteer, 
afforded fo fair an opportunity for 
raifing public clamour, and fan- 
ning the embers of difcoritcnt, 
that I could not fufFer it to efcape 
me.*' The indignant lawyer, in- 
ftantly and fignificantly turned his 
back on the propagator of ialfe- 
hood during the remainder of the 
evening, obferving towards him a 
contemptuous and expreffiveiilence- 
" A private country gentleman, 
and a xolonel of a regiment of 
militia," (obferved the barrifter to 
the writer of this article, and a 
few others, who fat near hini on 
the occafion, which was a public 
dinner) " the rafcal behind me 
might have lived unnoticed, and 
have died without remembrance, 
had he not, at an early period of 
life, given notorious and flagrant 
proofs of an utter contempt for 
religion and the moral- duties. 
With a fuitable circle of compa* 
nions, he inftituted a fociety, whofc 
exiflence was a fatire on mankind, 
and whofe impunity was a libel 
on their country ; they chofe Satan 
for their divinity, and profaned, 
by mock rites and obfcene prac- 
tices, the liturgy and ceremonies 
of the church of England, by 
addrelEng them to the monarch 
of hell. 

" After exhaufling eviery refourcc 
of a depraved fancy and ah im- 
pure 
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pure imagination, he mrned his 
mind from blafphemy unenlivened 
by wit, from fenfualiiy without 
refinement, from love without de- 
licacy, to political adventure ; and 
in a conference with the minifter 
of the dav, on the price of his 
vote, his Demands were fo arbitra- 
ry, (exorbitant, and unreafonable, 
that the premier rejeftcd them in 
a peremptory and fpirited manner, 
^d was told by this political rene« 
gado, that in a few months he 
would write him down. Difap- 
pointed in his profpe^is at court, 
he drew his venal pen, and became 
a virulent libeller of king, church, 
and ftatc, till, by the unwarranta- 
ble raftinefs of a minifter, who 
violated, in his perfon, the prin- 
ciples of the Engllfh conftitution, 
in order to revenge the infults of 
his mafter, whofe mother had been 
groflly traduced, our hero had the 
veifatility to render the private in- 
juries of an obfcure debauchee the 
caufe of the whole kingdom, by 
which means, he fet the nation in 
an uproar. 

** Thus, an individual of dia- 
bolical features, blafled character, 
and infamous life, the traducer of 
revealed religion, and ridiculer of 
its myfleries ; the defender and 
panegyrifl of fraud, cruelty, and 
obfcenenefs ; the reviler of that 
fex, to whom we all owe, not only 
our exiftence and nurture, but the 
mod delicious moments of our 
life ; whofe hand had been againft 
every man, and every man's hand 
againft him, becan}e, by one of 
thofe extraordinary revolutions 
which govern the world, the moft 
favored and popular man alive, 
fecuring adoration, honour, and 
emolumenti far beyond all that 



minifterial favour could beftow. 
But time and common fenfe have 
long diflblved the charm ; he is 
rapidljr finking into his original 
ihfignificance, keeps aloof on all 
popular and decifive queftions, .ex- 
hibiting the fame tergiverfation in 
political, as he formerly evinced 
in religious principles, ' and is 
wholly occupied by a fordid paf- 
fion for {hillings and half crowns." 

This rough outline, whofe fevc- 
rity I cannot but cenfure, and 
whofe truth, in many inftances, I 
cannot on any account fubfcribe 
to, was heard with filent attention 
by the furrounding circle, while 
the only notice taken of it, by the 
only perfon who ought to have 
noticed it, and who muft have 
diftinflly heard the whole, was 
his fwallowing a half pint bumper 
of Burgundy, probably with a view 
to waili down the ebullitions of 
anger and chagrin. 

Before I conclude, it may pro- 
bably be expeded of me to notice, 
the oft repeated, and long conti- 
nued charge of fecret influence, 
adduced againft the Earl of Bute 
for many years after he quitted the 
cabinet : this intercourfe is faid to 
have been carried on by the medium 
of a fortunate, and in many re- 
fpeifVs a meritorious man, to whom 
I grant, without hefitation, the 

" PALMA NON SINE PULVERE." 

This accufation, probably firft ori- 
ginating from hatred or from fear^ 
which implies from its name as 
well as nature, difficulty of detec- 
tion, would, with others of a fimi- 
lar tendency, have long fince been 
forgotten, but for a myfterious air 
of privacy, the effect of fear or 
policy, always obferved, in this 
* nobleman's interviews with the 
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1^'i^S' ^^ urcDCB Slid iij ftHiirm 

. OQ the fiib^fsd, szid ^lis CBmcfilr 

and in dtiOiHm ih- afisdiz^ s msrk- 

ant oegfigna T^^ay^^ 
GOOTt rocadTcrcs. Tl^r sjsaa£t cs- 
tingiiiihed ^nr^ of 6cfEi/t or cf 
iblmcioa, were alib iooncsiBft 
lighted up Ji icw voirs £dcz^ b^ a 
ridkiiloasy cxuisbcrixed ccjoda- 
tion, created or vcczffjxd in the 
declining dota^ and c&daas 
gamilitv of the late Dr. Adding- 
ton. 

The fc^lovring cliar£&er is drsvn 
by an inveterate enemv, who eo- 
joved, or pretends to have cnjojfri 
more than common opportunines 
of minotelj infpe^hng the Uic and 
cbara^r of Lord Bute. 

** Falfe without fVfteni to odiers 
and himfelf ; referved inward and 
darkfome, fequedering hioiielf in 
the ihades of retirement, as a re- 
fiige of vanity from contempt. 
Clandefline without concealment, 
lad without forrow, domeftic with- 
out familiarity, haughty without 
elevation, fhibbom without firm- 
nefs, and ambitious without fpirit ; 
a frigid friend, a mean enemy, 
without eafe, manners or dignity. 
Bookifh without learning, a dab- 
Jer in the fine arts without tafte, 
difplaying all the parade of a vaft 
library, yet as unconverikble on 
literature, as a deaf man on muiir, 
or a *blind man on paintings. A 
tutor without knowledge, a minifter 
without ability, and a favorite 
without gratitude," • 
"" To this portrait of a minifter, 
evidently drawn by a difappointcd 
party man, who may thank his 
own abfurd Angularities for all his 
failures; had 1 a talent for per- 
fbnal comparifon, I wpuld attempt 



l^EGCx. ^le £dl in emy fade of 

the -word, the £rfi of Lord fiott^ 

pniinnil TTCTPS^ vho give «m cbd** 
iy £hins of the onervtelsnii^ id* 
flnesce ofihein'ame, sid recns* 

his BffnriaTfs Had dur anwvVd 
to This adrice vbea tbi Bob £rft 
diicoFcrcd his pEv« be im^ ha^« 
beea IxirrcfsfcL-y refi&d ; box the 
Thanr had the an, dm aort in ihe 
prrfrm rcipi io of^repctted, to 
iboect iheir di%n£oes, to axzack 
each man £n^]T, xod &iSt, lo 
^bi-en z fonnidabje phabour, who 
would hare been invinobk, cocjd 
iher h^re been prevailed on to 
hold together by common ictereii 
or cooimcn £en(e; perhaps it is 
well ibr the country dm fixh 
powerful combinations cootaun 
within themfelves the leeds of dif- 
cord and decay, we might other- 
wife be governed by an hereditary 
defporic ariitocracy. 

Mr. L^ge was educated on an 
elaborate but private (yilem, in 
conformity with the wi&es of a 
near relation, who dreaded the 
lax morality of a public fchool ; a 
found judgment, a retentive me-, 
mory, and a peculiar turn for 
arithmetic calculation and finance, 
but not a brilliant imagination^ 
were improved by cladical eru- 
dition, manly exercifcs, and the 
belles letties. After a fufticient 
perufal of books, he was introduced 
to bufinefs and men, and paifcd 
the ufual official, parliamentary, 
and diplomatic routine, at the 
Treafury, the Admiraltv, and 
Berlin, with exemplary cliligence 
and propriety. Educated under 
the tried abilities of the Walpoles, 
and the dignified probity of the 
Pelhami, 
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Pclhams, he was appointed Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer; he de- 
fcrvcd and fliared with Lord Chat- 
bam, the gratitude and applaufe 
of his country, but confiderably 
excelled his aflbciate i n temper and 
diGntereftedpoIltical independence; 
without pretending to eloquence, 
he was heard with attention ; and 
thofe who came predetermined to 
vote againft him, could not help 
feeling regret at oppoling fo honeft 
a miniiler, and fo amiable a 

man. . \ . . 

When I called his imagination 
not brilliant^ I meant that it was 
not the prominent feature of his 
charader, for in this particular, he 
was fecond to few ; thofe not in- 
timately acquainted with him, and 
who had confidered him only as a 
flj^tefman, were furprized on a 
clofer view to find him the plea- 
fa nteft man in company. With- 
out the overa<^ed formalities of a 
courtier, or the frivolous French 
grimace ot the ancien regime^ he was 
lind, fociable, and endearing ; ful- 
filling, in his day, what are rarely 
fulfilled, the duties of a country 
gentleman. 

By the influence of private worth 
and perfonal attacliment, Mr. 
Legge was called on by the general 
voice of a confiderable county, to 
reprefent them in parliament; a 
iMifinefs ill which, after having 
pledged himfelf beyond retreat, 
the Earl c^f Bute wifhed him to re- 
Jinquifli in favor of his relation. 
Sir Simeon Stewart. The minif- 
terial application was anfwcied 
with openntfs and mildnefs, but 
with firmnefs : '* If a fmgle hint 
had been given of his Lordfhip's 
wiihes before my honor was en- 
gaged, and the interval was fuffi. 



ciently long, I would not have 
moved a flep ; but after fuch fiat- 
tq^ing proofs of attachment as I 
have received, I would fpend my 
Jail (hilling rather than aft a dif- 
honorable part with my friends in 
the country." Unufed to oppofi- 
tion, confident of fiis ftreng^h, and 
perhaps glad to rid himfeif of a 
man whofe uncorrupt principles 
were dreaded, the Premier gave 
the fignal of dimiffion. It was on 
this occafion a man, who notwith- 
ftanding his unpromifing counte- 
nance, poflefled a confiderable fbare 
of political acumen, and knowledge 
of the world, though he was afi:er- 
wards branded by a certain lite- 
rary drawcanfir, famous for mak- 
ing all his perfonages, gods or 
devils, with the name of the cream' 
coloured parafite \ it was on this me- 
morable occafion, he exclaimed, 
almoft in the words applied to 
Swift in another part of this col- 
lei^ion : " We have not hoiiefty 
enough ourfelves, my Lord, to af- 
fociate with thefe fellows who 

linve." 

'TUART, Dr. author of a 

^ Hiftory of Scotland, and edi- 
tor of the Political Herald, a vi- 
rulent, but well written periodic 
publication. 

His Life of Mr. Fox, conceiv- 
ed and CAeciUrd in a ftrain of ela- 
borate, unvaried panegyric, cannot 
l>e perufed by the warmeft admt- 
Vers of that gentleman, without a 
figh or a blnfii. 

The Doctor, a fpirited writer, 
and a hearty partizan, wa^^occa- 
fionally n)ifled by a heated invagi- 
nation, ftiong refentments, and the 
' moi tification of difappoinled hopes, 
into bitternefs and malignity, 
long kept alive by the indecent and 
irritating 
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irritatipg provocations of trium- 
phant adverfaries. Under thefe 
impreffions, his defcriptions as an 
hiflorian, and his impartiality as 
a critic, were occaiionaily and un- 
warrantably warped by party pre- 
judice, expreffed in harm epithets 
of coarfe contempt. Dr. Henry, 
^ Author of a Hiftory of England, 
\ whofe departmental arrangement 
^ of matter, and copious informa- 
^ tion, amply compenfatc for dry- 
^ nefs, and a want of the attractions 
5 of ornament, was the conftant ob- 
ject of Stuart's inveterate attacks, 
both in print and converfation ; 
whether this hoflile difpofition was 
produced by Henry's fuccefs, or 
by perfonal injury, I have not yet 
been informed. 
In the defpondency of a fhip- 
/ wrecked party, and infulted by 
more fuccefsful rivals, he is faid to 
have foothed his forrows with Not- 
tingham ale, a )>leafant, but glutin- 
ous and (lupifying liquor, mjuri- 
ous to health of body and intellec- 
tual exertion. ** If you call fo 
frequently for beer," faid Bifliop 
Warburton to a young parfon who 
was luflily bellowing for the tan- 
kard, ** your fermons will be malt 
and hops." 

A fenfible writer, cpnfefledly 
unfavourable in his prepofleffions 
againfl the fubjedt of this article, 
after ^ long converfation, reluc- 
tantly allowed, that he pofTefTed 
rapid conception, and an animated 
ftiie : ** But any man," he added, 
*' with common powers, by adopting 
the fyftem of Stuart, might have 
equalled him in literary reputa- 
tion." " What was his fyftem ?" 
iaidabvedander, "that of Church- 
ill, Hill, and a long lift of literary 
adventurers; rtfitutiim and effrmtety^ 
Vol. II. 



/• ijciritt or fay aw^ thing** A de- 
fcription of Dr. Stuart, in which 
the editor of this coUe^ion cannot 
wholly agree. 

A clergyman of the Church of 
England, being invited to dine at 
a gentleman's houfe, was inform- 
ed, as he alighted from his horfe, 
that our Scotch Hiftorian was 
one of the company; he diredlly 
re mounted, and trotted home, 
quittinga fumptuous entertainment, 
and attic fociety, for a country 
clergyman's Saturday's rcpaft, cold 
mutton, and the comfortable chorus 
of mops, brufhes, and brooms. 
He apologized to his friend the 
next day for fo abrupt a departure, 
and putting Dr. Stuart's Hiftorjr 
into his hand, pointed out the fol- 
lowing paflage, obferving, that he 
could not venture to aiTociate with 
a man who avowed fuch princi- 
ples. 

" The members of every church 
contend for their refpeftive tenets, 
and when they are not corrupted 
by riches into an indolent indif- 
ference, arc too apt, by diffiifing 
malevolence and kindling the an- 
grieft and moft incurable paf- 
iions of the human heart, to check 
that univerfal benevolence, which 
ought to be the fpirit of every re- 
ligion. 

*' The advantage produced by 
fuch zeal, by no means compen- 
fates for the calamities it produces, 
and it would be fortunate, if the 
expences, formalities and abufes of 
ecclefiaftical eftablifhments, were 
for ever at an end ; if the pontiff, 
the bifhop, and the prefbyter, were 
difmifled ; if religion, like philo- 
fophy and fcience, were left uni 
fettered ; if nations were not har- 
neffed in matters of i^inion, like 
E c horfes 



aio SULLIVAN. 

horfes^ to a carris^e ; and if every 
inan's heart were the only temple 
in whiph he was to worihip his 
God." 

I fhall not prefume to determine 
whether it was the duty of a mi- 
iiifler of the gofpel to fecede, or 
boldjy meet the foe. Perhaps the 
timid, or the prudent reftor, was 
of an opinion, which I have heard 
ferioufly fupported, that religion 
was a lubjedt which a clergyman 
fhould never introduce out of the 
pulpit, nor fpeak of any thing elfe 
in It; he feems at lead to have 
thought that the better part of 
valour was difcretion. Much it is 
true may be faid in favour of 
liberal difcuilion, and that many 
important truths have been ftruck 
out by a collifion of the flint and- 
fteel of controverfy. Yet it has 
been doubted, if one convert was 
ever gained by fuch conflife; 
and it is to be feared, that- the acri- 
monious heat, and indecent vio- 
lence, into which religious difputes 
in particular, are fo apt to lead us, 
have often injured a good caufe, 
by affording opportunities to male- 
volence and ill-defign, for levelling 
the iniidious arrows of ridicule, 
againfl a caufe, which had nothing 
to fear from candour and impar- 
tiality. 

SULLIVAN, an unfortunate 
Iriftiman, hurried by impetu- 
ofity and refentment, into a bold 
and unwarrantable enterprizc. He 
did not, like his American name- 
fake, help to convert fuccefsfiil re- 
bellion into a glorious revolution, 
but fell an ignominious vi^im to 
the paflions, thofe arbitrary tyrants, 
which fo few of us are able to re- 
fift. 

Having formed an attachment 



to an amiable young woman, ef 
polifhed and engaging manners, he 
was admitted as her lover; but, 
from fome trifling difagrecment, 
in which his conftitutional ardor 
fomewhat over-leaped the bounds 
of difcretion and decorum, his 
vifits had, for a fhort time, been 
forbidden Stung with keen de- 
{ire,,and wearied by tedious expec- 
tation, he broke into her mother's 
houfe at the dead of night, feized 
her in his arms, and in fpite of 
outcries, tears, and refiftance, con- 
veyed her to a lonely fequeftered 
fpot in the county of Limerick. 

After fecuring the avenues of his 
retreat, which was an ancient caiUe, 
and conQder-ing himfelf as fafe 
from the danger of immediate 
purfuit, he conducted the trem- 
bling fair one into a retired cham- 
ber, and addrefled her in the fol- 
lowing words: 

" You have tortured n^e fo long 
on the tenterhooks of fufpence, 
and in the agonizes of delayed hope, 
that it is not poflible to flatter my- 
felf with enjoying the leaft fhare 
of your affections : — but it is now 
too late to flruggle againfl an infa- 
tuation which has wound itfelf 
round the fibres of my heart ; it 
fhall not," (continued Sullivan, 
his eyes flafhing at once with venge- 
ance and fierce defire) " it fiiall 
not remain for an infulting rival, 
to riot on thofe beauties, which, 
to contemplate, has been, for 
many a day, the only folace of my 
life." 

Deaf to her mofl earnefl entrea- 
ties, inattentive to rcmonflranccs 
and tears, he grafped her in his 
,arms, with the rude energy of ia- 
vage appetite, and was as happy as 
the flruggles of relu&ant beauty, 

and 
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and raptures, not mutual, could 
make him. 

So flagrant a violation of the 
laws, alarmed the country ; and a 
detachment of foldiers, headed by 
the fherifF, in a few days refeued 
the lady, and condu6ted Sullivan 
to prifon. He was tried and con- 
vided; but, before fentence of 
death was pafled, the court per- 
mitted him to put the following 
queftion : ** Madam ! matters have 
been carried againft me with a 
high hand, and they are now come 
to an extremit)' which it is only 
in your power to palliate ; if you 
will marry me, the court will per- 
haps con(ider my cafe in another 
light, and fave my life?" " If I 
loved you," (inftantly replied the 
violated and indignant female, 
ere6l, with juft pride and refent- 
ment) " if I loved you to diftrac- 
tion, I would not ftir a ftep to 
iave your life ; though the pnnifh- 
ment you are about to undergo 
will not reftore my blafted honor, 
it may hereafter prote6t innocence 
from violence and villainy." 

This impetuous and mifguided 
pupil of impulfe, foon after fuffered 
an ignominious death. 

It is not to 'defend his conduft 
that the prefent article is inferted, 
a more important obje<5t, and I 
trail, one of more moral tendency 
was in view. 

Let thofe whom nature gave 

Form to enchant, and beauty to 
enflave, 
—let lovely, bewitching women, 
be cautious how they receive or 
encourage the addrcfTes of young 
men, leafl the natural effuiions of 
chearfulnefs and good temper, 
ihould be mrftaken for partiality.' 
and approbation* It becomes eveiy 
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woman to examine her own heart, 
and the merits of the candidate for 
her regard, early y and with fcru- 
pulous accuracy. If he is fo un- 
fortunate as to prove neither inte- 
refting or agreeable, every good, 
and every fenfible female, will at 
once candidly fay fo, and fpeak her 
mind with delicacy and firmnefs ; 
nor for the fake of a dangler at 
Ranelagh, and a partner at a ball, 
ruin a man's happinefs for ever. 
■* The betrayer of virgin inno- 
cence, falls defervedly by the fword 
of an unhappy father, or an in- 
cenfed brother ; the ravifher is 
led to a difgracefiil death, and no 
one will complain ; but is the in- 
famous coquette to go unpuniihed, 
who fmiles but to deceive, and 
wins only to betray ? — if there be 
a hotter place in hell, furely it muft 
be referved for fuch irafeeling 
monfters! fliould this refle<ftion ar- 
reft one woman in her unprincipled 
career, or fave one lover from ex- 
periencing that blafted hope, which 
makes the heart iick, and leads to 
the bottomlefs abyfs of defpair and 
death ; Sullivan will not have fuf- 
fered, nor will Hackman have died 
in vain. 

SUPERSTITIOUS Obfer- 
O vances, after the Reforma- 
tion. , 

In a country which, but eighty 
years before, had llreamed with 
the blood of Proteftant Martyrs, 
who can read, without aftonifh- 
ment, that the following ceremo- 
nies were made ufe of, and conii- 
dered as eflential by an Englifh 
prelate, before a building, made 
'wit/j handsy could be made ufe of, 
for the purpofe of a creature, like 
man, imploring jorgivenefs of his 
Maker, and alking a thankful heart ? 

E e 2 The 
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The church in qiieflion was that 
of St. Catherine Creed, which had 
been lately repaired. As the Hifhop 
(it is fcarcely neceflary to fay Laud) 
approached the weftern door, he 
joined, with his reverend afliflants, 
in the following fervent exclama- 
tion : " Open, ye everlafling doors, 
that the King of Glory may enter 
in." This was repeated, till the 
doors, opening inward, as by an 
invifible hand, admitted them. 
They then proftrated themfelves ; 
and, in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, 
pronounced it holy ground; the 
Bifhop, in the mean time, col- 
leding dud in his hand, fcattered 
it in the air. With feveral emi- 
nent dolors, he next went round 
the church in proceflion, repeating 
the nineteenth, and alfo the hun« 
dredthpfalm. 

Curfes were then folemnly pro- 
nounced againil all thofe who 
ihould prophane the holy place ; 
Laud devoutly bowing to the eaft, 
at the end of every curfe, and 
concluding each with, " Let all 
the people fet^^ Amen." Bleffings 
were alfo copioully poured forth 
on the builders and framers of the 
church, and the contributors to- 
wards its ornaments. 

After the fermon^ our zealous 
Biihop proceeded to confecrate, 
andvadminifler the facrament. He 
approached the communion table, 
alternately bending his body, and 
raifing his head and eyes towards 
Heaven. Having reached a table, 
on which the bread and wine flood, 
but covered, he made a paufe, ap« 
parently breathing forth pious eja- 
culations; then mailing feven bows, 
and reading many prayers, he vcn- 
tured to raife up the corner of the 



napkin, wherein the bread was 
enclofed ; as foon as the vegetable 
production caught his eye, the 
cloth dropped incontinently firom 
his hand, his countenance and 
geflures exhibited ftrong marks of 
awe and veneration, and, ftruck as 
it *wfre iy holy fear^ he retired 
backwards many fteps. With the 
like forms, cxa6tly, fcrupulouily, 
and almofl theatrically pradifed, 
with regard to the wine, particu- 
larly the retreating backward, the 
faci-ament was at length adminif- 
tered, and the ceremony of confe- 
cration concluded. 

It was lefs than two years after 
this prophane mockery, that ano- 
ther circumdance occurred, which 
proved, that the Biihop retained 
the inquifitorial difpofition, as well 
as the fuperifttious notions, of the 
church of Rome. 

The collegiate church of St. Ed- 
mund, in the City of Saliibury, ' 
had, with its revenues, remained 
in the hands of the crown, from 
the days of the rapacious and libi- 
dinous Henry, to the reign of 
James the Firft, when it was fold 
to a private perfon; and having 
fuccedively paifed through feveru 
hands, was at length purchafed by 
the pariiliionerp, who repaired it, 
and made it their parim church. 
The windows had been preferved, 
and were painted after the old 
falhion, containing, among other 
things, the hiftoiy of the creation, 
in which, God the Father was re- 
prefented in the form of an old 
man, with compafTes in his hand. 
This picture offended many of the 
parilhioners, who, in the warmth 
of proteftant zeal, confidered it as 
a remnant of the whore of Baby 
loQ, A Vefiiy being called on the 
occafioDi 
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occafion, it was propofed by Mr. 
Henry Sherfield, Recorder of Sa- 
lifbury, and one of the congrega- 
tion of St. Edmund's, to remove 
the obuoxiofus window, which was 
agreed to ; and the next morning, 
(ending for a glazier, he accompa- 
nied him to the church, and point- 
ing out, with his (tick, the glafs 
which was to be changed, in the 
heat of reform, or the careleffncfs 
of indifference, he broke feveral 
. of the panes. 

This a6tion of Sheffield was re- 
ported to Laud, by one of thofe 
good-natured friends in a neighbour- 
hood, which few men are without ; 
an information was exhibited 
againfl him in the Star-Chamber, 
he was committed to prifon, fined 
five hundred pounds, and removed 
from his pofl. 

SURFACE, CHARLES, in the 
School for Scandal, the effects 
of fuch a chara^er^ held up for . 
applaufe and admiration, injurious 

to the intercfts of fociety. See 

Sheridan ; obferving, that nothing 
in that article is meant to extend 
to a defence of the fentimental 
hypocrify of Jofeph. 

SUTHERLAND, JAMES, 
Judge of the Admiralty Court 
at Minorca, from which he was 
diliniired in an arbitrary manner 
by General Murray, the governor, 
who afterwaids furrendered that 
ifland. For this injury, Mr. Su- 
therland received pecuniary fatis- 
fadion ; but it was not money that 
could reftore tranquility to a mind 
endued with the higheft and moft 
delicate fenfe of honor. 

This unmerited difmiffion, of 
which his royal mafler never gave 
any public mark of difapprobation, 
inniaed a deep wound, which ne- 



ver was healed ; he confidered 
himfelf as facrificed to heat of 
temper and mifreprefentation, and 
the fame law which procured him 
redrefs, having helped to diminifh * 
his refources, the affli<5ling humi- 
liation of poverty was added to 
the anguifh of a wounded fpirit. 
After repeated appeals and peti- 
tions to the King and his minifters, 
which were either neglefted or not 
received, .finding it no longer in 
his power to ftruggle with the evils 
of his fituation; unable to dig, 
and afhamed to beg, he deliberate- 
ly refolved to put an end to 'his 
cxiftence, in the prefence of the 
Sovereign who had been fo flrpngly 
prejudiced againfl him. This pur- 
pose he executed as the King, in 
his carriage, was defcending Con- 
ftitution Hill, in the Green Park, 
on his way to the levee, Auguft 
17, 1791 ; when the unhappy man 
advanced towards him, and falling 
on one knee, lodged the contents 
of a piftol in his heart. 

This is not the firft infbnce, in 
which the fmiles or frowns of a 
King, remarkable for corre6t con-. 
du6t and mildne:'*s of manners, 
have been followed by defpair, 
felf-accufation, or fuicide. 

Early in the preferit reign, Mr. 
Yorke, a younger branch of the 
Hardwicke family, had been pre- 
vailed on, by the immediate per- 
fonal application of the King, to 
accept the feals, contrary to the 
moil exprefs and facred promifes 
he had made to men, with whom 
he was clofely united by blood, as 
well as principle. On this trying 
ocfcafion, our young politician, 
(who appears to have been by no 
means deficient either in. intellec- 
tual endowment or perfonal cha- 
raaer) 
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ra^er) is faid to have been ex- 
pofed, for hours, to the moft 
prefling intreaties, which he refift- 
cd with firmncfs, but with decency 
and refpe^l. 

After a long, and apparently 
an inefFeftual ftruggle, the royal 
combatant found that vi6tory was 
unattainable on the fair, even 
ground, of equity and good faith : 
he therefore dexteroufly fhifted his 
attack from the underilanding to 
the paflions and feelings of his 
unhappy fubjedk. After reproach- 
ing him, with a mixture of ten- 
dernefs and anger, for his cruelty 
and ingratitude towards a friend 
who loved him, and a King, to 
iMhom he and his family muji be 
indebted for every thing they hoped 
for or enjoyed, he fuddenly funk 
on his knees, and buril into tears. 

Such arguments, and fuch rhe- 
toric, Mr. Yorke felt himfelf una- 
ble either to anfwer or oppofe :— 
in an agonizing conflid between 
his loyalty and his integrity, his 
honour and his interefl ; in a fatal, 
a faithlefs moment, he gave way. 
Every expedient to foothe, to heal, 
to reconcile, to animate, and exalt, 
was induflrioully feie£ted ; he was 
to be the confidential friend of his 
mafter, not a miniflerial tool, and 
an honourable title was to be at- 
tached to the feals. But, on his 
return from the King's clofet, he 
found the door of that brother 
whom he had deceived, for ever 
fliut againfl him. Few of . my 
readers will wifh me to recite the 
bloody concluiion of this negocia* 
tion ; it may be fufficient to ob- 
ferve, * that he exhibited every 
fymptom of mental anguifh and 
hopelefs repentance, but not of 
deranged intelledi ^nd that the 



barony of .Morden was, I believe, 
neirer regiftered in the houfe of 
peers. 

The fecond inftance was Gene- 
ral Carpenter, a military veteran,- 
whofe long life, devoted to the 
public fervices, or the domeiHc 
offices of his Sovereign, was not: 
fufficient to proteft him from 
court calumny, and the arrow 
which flieth in the dark. He 
withdrew from the fervile herd, 
who watch the iignal to flatter or 
to hate; he withdrew from that 
countenance, which, till then, 
/had beheld him with approbation, 
to the valley and fhadow of death. 

It is not my wifh, however 
obvious the inilances, however 
eafy the talk, it is not my wifh 
to crowd the page with examples 
of injured private worth, and 
royal ingratitude ; but fliould this 
ptTifhable volume, in its rapid 
defcent to the land of oblivion, 
chance to be perufed by kings, or 
their defcendants, in their intervals 
of repofe from party cabal or loofe 
pleafure ; it may ferve to remind 
them, that fubjeds are men of 
like paffions and like feelings with 
themielves; that the wounds of 
injury or infult are doubly enve- 
nomed when infliAed by thofe 
who are protefted by eminence, 
power, and wealth, from an ap- 
peal to the fword. Perfons of 
that exalted defcription (bould re- 
col ledl, that, by tempting us from 
the paths of re6titude, with tbolc 
rewards placed at their difpofal, 
for far other purpofes, the main- 
fpring of moral condu6t is eflea- 
tially injured; that one vicious 
chara£ter rewarded, or one good 
man difgraced, m^y influence the 
cpadtt^t of thoulkndsy whooi fear 
cannot 
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cannot awe, or precepts will not 
reach. Great men ought not to be 
difappointed if, (as was the cafe 
with David Mallet) after they 
have been inculcating the bafe lef- 
fons of infidelity, and lax morality 
towards others, their own vile max- 
ims ihould afterwards be put in 
praAice againft themfelves. 

The feveral inftances I have 
mentioned, were confidered in the 
light of lunacy, according to the 
Jegal judicial opinion, and in com- 
pliance with the ufeful, perhaps 
the amiable prejudices of mankind 
in favour of unfortunate relatives ; 
yet I cannot perfuade myfelf to 
think that a refolution to commit 
the damnable and unpardonable 
crime of fuicide, alone, and not 
accompanied with other* circum- 
(lanccs, is any greater proof of an 
abfence of reafon, than the commif- 
fion of any fin of proportionate hor- 
roc and magnitude. The parricide, 
plunging his knife into that bofom 
from which he firft drew the ftreams 
of life, and the mother, dooming 
her ill-fated offspring to untimely 
death, ftand in the fame predica- 
ment with the fclf-deftroyer ; they 
all appear, from previous pertur- 
bation, and, in fome inilance^, 
of lingering death, from fubfe- 
quent repentance, fully aware of 
the unnatural abominations they 
have been guilty of, and the cer- 
tainty of punifiiment fooner or 
later overtaking them. Paffion, 
avarice, a fear of (hame, a dread 
of the world, of ridicule, of po- 
verty, diigrace, contempt, and 
depreffion, equally goad them on 
to that precipice which they all 
dread at the moment they rufh 
down. 

Every deviation from moral 



reaitude, may, perhaps, ftriaiy 
fpeaking, be a fpecies of tempo* 
rary madnefs ; but if an inordi- 
nate purfuit of bad means, towards 
the attainment of unlawful ends— 
if fearching for a deceitful refource 
againft calamities and diftreiles, 
which, at times, have harrowed 
up the heart ftrings of us all, arc 
unerring criterions of infanity ; t 
cannot but be of opinion, that 
the intellects of the felon, ot high- 
wayman, are equally deranged with 
thofe of the devoted fuicide : and I 
fear that few of us have been able 
to fleer fo cautioufly, at a certain 
tumultuous period of our lives, but 
that our conduct and convi6tions 
have at times been wretchedly at 
variance. 

The fubjeft of this article may 
be produced in fupport of my 
theory : educated with the nice 
fenfe of honour, and ftern inte- 
grity, and in habits of intimacy 
with men of high rank, military 
worth, and political fagacity ; with 
a female family, initiated (per- 
haps culpably initiated, for a man 
whofe income was only for life, 
as it is not my intention to defend 
his conduft) in the modern forms 
of fafhion, and elegant accom- 
plifhment : — thus fituated, and thus 
lurrounded, he was in one moment ' 
difmiffed; — in one moment every 
fource of neceflary fupport, as 
well as refined indulgence was cut 
off; and whilfl his generous fpirit 
was fbuggling with penury, corpo* 
ral malady was added to mental 
diflrefs, which, at times, tin(9iired 
his condudi, language, and man- 
ners, with incoherence, and irre- 
gularity, miftaken, long before the 
fatal cataflrophy, for fyoiptoms of 
madnefs* 

After 
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But I have been miflcd by my 
pen or my imagination, from the 
circun^ance which firft led to the 
fubjeft of my prefent article ; it was 
the immenfe quantity of bullion 
annually fent out of the kingdom, 
for the purchafe of this fafcinating 
vegetable. I fpeak not of one, 
of ten, or of twenty thoufand 
pounds being yearly remitted, it 
would be no more than a drop 
out of the ocean, a grain of fand 
from the defarts of Arabia, and 
unperceived in the prefent (late of 
national finance. It is a more 
weighty, a more ftupendous mafs 
of outgoing, of which I wifli to- 
fpeak ; enormous chefb, cart and 
waggon-loads of folid hard money, 
monthly or yearly exported, and 
fent to the Chinefe market, with- 
out a poliibility of a fingle penny- 
weight of the precious metal, ever 
again returning to England; the 
produce of a few trinkets, and 
half a dozen hundred weight of 
tin are fcarcely worth mentioning. 
I rejoice, that an expenditure, 
conducted in a manner, fo pecu- 
liarly injurious in every political 
and commercial view (for the 
crafty mandarin would reject and 
mock our bank notes) I rejoice, 
that an annual drain, which per- 
fevered in, would exhauft Potofl 
and Golconda, has attra6ted the 
ierious notice of government, and 
as I am informed,jrwas the origi- 
nal ftimulus to Lord Macartney's 
embaify; the purpofes of which 
I am forry to find have for the 
moft part been defeated by error, 
by accident, or rather as I have 
reafon to fufpe£t, by the infidious 
arts of fome commercial rival. I 
fhould feel happy if my little elBFoit 
»t ail contributes ta rouze public 



attention to the obje6i in quefKon; 
,all poflible methods fhould be tried 
to tempt the cunning Chinefe, to 
alter or improve in our favor an 
intercourfe, which continued in its 
prefent mode, mufk be ruinous 
and fatal. . ' - 

Is there no intrepid genius, who 
could be prevailed on by fame, 
and a vafl reward, to plunge into 
the heart of their empire, wind 
into the core of their myfteries, 
and difcover their modes of culti- 
vating and preparing tea ? Would 
it not be pof&ble in fome of our 
fettlements, in a fimilar latitude, 
to find a fpot, in which the tea 
tree might be planted, and thrive ? 
The bufinefs of which I fpeak is 
fo important, I had almofl faid, 
fo eflential to our exiftence, as a 
commercial kingdom, that art^ 
fraud, or violence, if all. other 
means fail, mud be ufed jto attain 
our purpofe. Could not a fuffici- 
ent number of natives, acquainted 
with the procefs, be prevailed on 
to accompany our Eaft India com- 
manders on their return? thefe 
gentlemen fometimes bring articles 
lefs profitable to themfelves, and 
rathet- more injurious to others ; if 
enticing will not do, fuch is the 
neceiiity of the cafe, that I would 
at all rifques, and in any manner, 
feize fix or feven properly qualifi- 
ed, bind them hand and foot, and 
after telling them that life, liberty, 
and ample rewards fhould imme- 
diately follow, a candid and real 
communication ; I would detain^ 
the prifoners till the truth of what 
they faid had been confirmed by 
repeated trials. 

If perchance the old imperial 

poet of Pekin fhould refent fiich 

condu^} I would tell hiibi with a 

Britiili 
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Bntifh fquadron at the mouth of 
the canton, to give elFeft to my 
.words; I would tell him, that the 
whole world is a colledion of fo- 
cieties, each in fome way connec- 
ted with, and to a certain degree 
controuled by the interefls of ano- 
ther; that in private, as well as 
public intercourfe, mutual accom- 
modation is the law of nature; 
that he muft find out or. create 
wants and wiflies, amongft his 
fubje<Ets, in our power to fupply, 
and equal to our demand, for the 
produ^ions of his kingdom. In a 
word, after confeffing the impor- 
tance of the tea trade, as a confi- 
derable branch of revenue, and 
the ihipping, though a fecondary, 
undoubtedly * a national object 
highly beneficial, it will never do 
in any point of viewy political or 
commefcial, to be -wafting by 
every wind, and every wave, fuch 
cargoes of the precious metals, 
and pouring them profufely into 
the lap of a haughty, fufpicious, 
lantaftic old defpot;' whom it is 
difficult, if not impoffible to per- 
, fuade to take even tne fmalleft pro- 
portion of Englifli articles in ex- 
change. Pocketing our money 
with afFeifted gravity, but inward 
contempt, he gracioufly permits 
us to load our fhips with his magic 
leaf. Infenfible of his fneers, we 
quaff the delicions infufion, and 
forget the ftate of beggary to 
which a continuance of this trade, 
in its firefettt form^ will inevitably 
reduce us, if pcrfevered in for 
another century. 

TEMPLE OF THE DRUIDS, 
an antient fir nature, and an 
invaluable fpecimen of aboriginal 
grchitefkur^, ^licowtted at Terfey, 
qn throwing up ground for the 
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new works erefted ii^ defence of 
that ifland. 

Struck with the magnitude of 
ftones, which puzzle the calcula- 
tor of mechanic power, to guefs 
how they were moved ; and; deep- 
ly imprefled with a conviftion of 
how much they owed to the meri- 
torious exertions of their worthy 
Governor General Conway; the 
inhabitants of Jerfey fent the fabric 
piece-meal, as a durable and pro- 
per prefent to the ^ honorable 
military veteran, who, with con*- 
fiderable tafte, and much propriety 
of pofition, placed it at his country 
refidencc; thus happily converting 
the altar of barbaric rites and 
bloody fii perdition, into a monu- 
ment of public gratitude and per- 
fonal affedion. 

It would be injuftice to the tranf- 
lator of the French infcription, 
which accompanied this bulky, 
but highly appropriate prefei^t, not 
to infert his ^erfes ; 

For ages buried from all mortal 

eyes, 
Again this fane points purely to 

the (kies ! 
For here vain homage to rude 

rites has led. 
And nature Ihudder'd while the 

vi6):im bled, 
But bleeds no more, for now 

this pile (hall fliow, 
UnmixM emotion, and refining 

glow: 
An ifland fav'd, — a (hore no 

longer grieved, 
For Conway came', and Jerfey 

was reliev'd ; 
Then go fond fabric, where 

our hearts attend. 
The guardian chief, and the 

indulgent friend, 



and fciencc, but unblelTed with 
this invaluable fpecies of political 
prudence, .who, in the virulence 
of party rage, having overleaped 
the bounds of moderation, and 
wandered into the land of invec- 
tive, have found themfelves fur- 
rounded by a thoufand admirers, 
but not a fingle friend to diflipate 
the gloom of a melancholy hour, 
or alfift them in a moment of 
dilbrefsj who, after the applaufe of 
the multitude has been forgotten, 
have palTed the remainder of a life 
which promifed better things, in 
the flies of fenfuality, in hopele& 
inadivity, or the debafing ftruggles 
of pecuniary embarra0ment and 
difcontent. 

This gentleman's death, fince 
my former imprelfion, is faid to 
have been attended with circura- 
fiances unpropitious to the theory 
in fupport of which I had produced 
fcim; but his having yielded to 
the torrent of diffipation which 
overwhelms the wifeft and beft of 
Bs, does not overfet one of my 
kflertions. He had certainly at- 
tained eminence and preferment, 
by exhibiting his literary powers; 
his wanting prudence ami refolu- 
tion to refift the foojs or the rogues 
who furrounded him, was wholly 
out of the queflion ; his conduct, 
as a literary man, may ftill be held 
up as a falutary lefTon, however 
we may lament the errors or the 
misfortunes of his private life. 

TITUS, Colonel. A palTage 
in one of his parliamentary 
fpeeches has been lately quoted 
againft the editor of this collection 
and others, who endeavour to in- 
culcate the pacific doctrines of 
coolnefs and moderation. 
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I produce the quotation, becaufe 
it is forcibly argumentative, and 
this work profefles, on every oc- 
cafion, to hear bo^h fides of a 
queilion. The Colonel was a> 
highly refpe6table charai^er, \yho, 
with confiderable good fenle and 
patriotic confiftency, oppofed op- 
preffion and ufurpation, whatever 
nam6 they afllimed. 

** We are advifed to be mode- 
rate," faid the fubie<^ of my pre- 
fent article, ** and I think we ought 
to be fo ; but I do not take mode- 
ration to be a virtue in all cafes» 
If I were fighting to iiave niy life, 
fhould I do it moderately ? If I 
were riding on horfeback, and rob- 
bers purfued me, would it be ad- 
vifeablc to trot moderately, left I 
might fpoil my hprfe ? Were any 
of us in a finking (hip, would it 
not appear ftrange, to recommend 
moderate pumping to the failors, 
left, forfooth, a fever iliould be 
brought on by the violent exer- 
cife r 

1 have perufed, with regret, the 
following words of a man, I once 
thought liberal and candid; they 
betray their origin, without refer- 
ence to a title page ; they are hifs- 
ing hot from the forge and anvil 
(I mean no allufion to Mr. John 
Stockdale) from the fanorous an* 
vil of toryifm, and intolerant par- 
ty virulence. 

" In times like the prefent,? 
fays the writer, whofe degradation 
I lament, " there is no neutrality; 
they who do not a6t with decifion 
and energy againft French princi- 
ples, are their partizans ; they who 
do- not dread them, love them. 
The fyftem cannot be viewed with 
indifference, it muft be regarded 

with 
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with enthufiaftic admiration, or 
with the higheft degree of dctefta- 
tion, refentment, and horror." 

Such is the anathema pronounced 
by a popular politician of the day, 
againil reafon and moderation ; 
fuch is the creed of men who ex- 
claim againft hot-headed democrats, 
while they inculcate forrte of their 
worft leffons } leflbns, if we had 
not fome cool heads amongft us, 
fufficient to involve the country in 
hatred, animofity, and pcrfccution, 
for centuries to come. And no- 
thing can be further from truth 
than fuch a flatement: with all 
my partialities, I fee, and have re- 
peatedly acknowledged, the revo^- 
lutionary evils of France ; indeed, 
it is with the profefled view of 
avoiding fim^lar evils in other coun- 
trietj that the friends of reform 
have fo long, fo urgently, but, I 
fear, fo vainly urged, a prudent, 
rational rcdrefs of public grievance; 
** leaft what ought to be a work of 
love, and mutual amicable co-ope- 
ration, be converted, by delay, 
into the fpitefiii and ruinous talk 
of irritation and malignity." 

It is alfo an object, which feri- 
oufly demands the attention of our 
governors, to decide, if it be wor- 
thy enlightened men, or common 
jufHce to a generous people, by 
whom they are fo fplendidly paid 
for admin iftering the e^^ecutive and 
legiflative fun6tions, to delay a 
neceflary work from ill-timed ti- 
midity, calculated only to provoke 
oppofition, and procraflination, 
which ferves only to exafperate 
good citizens, and afford irritating 
topics to difcontent«d malecontents. 
I am aware of the artfully foment- 
ed common-place terrors of the 



dangers bf innovation, of not know« 
ihg where it will' ftbp, of taking 
example from France, and a long 
ftring of apothegms, equally pro- 
found and acute, diligently thrown 
in the way of political meliora- 
tion. 

Yet let me aflc any reafonablc 
man, in whofe neighbourhood a 
fire was fpreading ruin and devas- 
tation, if he would not, on fuch 
an occafion, be anxious to remove 
from his own' premifes every in- 
flammable material? would pull- 
ing down feveral rotten wooden 
hovels, which harboured only 
thieves and vermin, and commu- 
nicated with the flames, be rafli? 
would a prudent man hefitate in. 
difmifling a train of idle expend ve' 
. fervants, whofe careleflhefe of fire, 
and candle, was the talk and terror 
of the whole ftreet ? 

Another fpeech of Colonel Ti- 
tus has been quoted againft thole 
who, in the preflure and exhauft- 
ing diftrefles of war, are perpetual- 
ly bringing forward the ruinous 
ftate of the nation, and proclaim-' 
ing manibus pedibufque our in- 
ability to continue it ; a mode of 
proceeding, which allowing it every 
merit of truth and good defign, is 
the moft likely method of encou- 
raging our enemies to perfevere. 

" We are in a dangerous con- 
dition," faid this public fpirited 
member of parliament, whofe con- 
du6l: holds forth a ufeful ekample 
• to ail parties ; and dunng a reign, 
to whofe corrupt fupinenefs, France 
is fo much indebted, " we are in 
a dangerous fituation, a powerful 
enemy abroad, and dilTatisfied fub- 
jeds at home ; I cannot help com- 
paring the ftate to the houfe of a 
\ gentleman, 
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gentleman, very much out of re- 
pair, and he calb his friends to 
confuk what ihould, be done* 

*^ One finds fault with the wain- 
icot, another complains that the 
iviudows are broken, a tliird is for 
new fluffing the cuiliions of the 
chapel^ a fourth iniifls that thieves 
have Hoien the plate and valuable 
furniture. The furveyor prefently 
enters in haftc, tells the proprietor 
his timbers are rotten, and that 
without immediate fupporters, the 
houfe will directly tumble down. 
In the mean time, his fe^vants are 
drinking and caroufing in the butler^s 
faniiy^ and the few ibber -minded 
perions he has about him, are di/' 
fitting about Tum^ijpmtials.^* 
npONTI, LAURENTIO, an 
JL Italian proje^r, and the firft 
inventor of a fcheme for annuities 
with benefit of furvivorfhip, which, 
fiill retain his name. Meeting, 
like other adventurers, with little 
encouragement in his native city, 
he quitted Naples, and, on the 
ilrength of a reconnnendation to 
Cardinal Mazarine, went to Paris. 
He foon became a favourite with 
that unpopular miniiler, who 
lifiened to his plans with approba- 
tion, and, aware of the attach- 
ment of mankind to whatever re- 
fembled a game of chance ; thought 
it a likely method of foothing po- 
pular difcontent, by holding forth 
to the diffipated, the needy, and 
the avaricious, a propofal, for be- 
coming rich without manual la- 
bour, and wealthy without the toil 
of invention. 

But the French Parliament of 
1^539 vitb ilrong prejudices 
againfl every thing of Italian ori- 
gin, refufcd to regiiler the edi<a. 
Th4 fortunes of Tonti were fhip- 



wrecked with thofe of his patran ; 
and it was the fate of his invenr- 
tion, to be afterwards adopted by 
I^ewis XIV. who, in the urgency 
of his diftrefies, produced by the 
league of Augibourg, created, 
what he called, a Tontine RojaL 
This propofal, the people, pro- 
bably afieded by the fituation <tf 
their fovereign, or from caprice^ 
liberally encoui*aged; and each 
perfon, on paying three hundred 
livres, was entitled to an intereft 
of ten per cent, per annum, the 
interefl due to any fubfcriber w1k> 
died, being divided between the 
iiirvivors. The annuitants were 
regularly paid; and in the year 
1726, the widow of a French 
Surgeon, whofe father had iub- 
fcribed for her in her inaiden 
name, of Charlotte Bonamie, was 
the \aJ&. furviving fubfcriber. For 
two fhares, which, with the in- 
cidental expences, had cofl little 
more than thirty pounds, thb ladjr 
was, £ot feverai years, in the a^al 
receipt of a fum, equal in Englifh 
flerling currency, to three thouumd 
a year. 

Since that period, different na« 
tions have adopted Tonti's eiq>e- 
dient, with various fuoceS; and 
this luxuriant exotic, was lately 
iiourifhing, with rapid v^tation, 
in England, 'till the comnKrcial 
and monied interefts, received an 
ele£kric» a deadly fhock from the 
prefentwar, in which, - C(nxq)elled 
I hope by unavoidable neceffitjv 
it is our fate, or our misfortune^ 
to be pouring forth £ngiifii blood 
and treafure, to forward and afiift 
the unafpiring views, and polxticaL 
integrity of Vienna, Fetecftmrgh, 
and Berlin. 

♦* Of all the phantoms,'^ fays a 

late 
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late ingenious writer on reveriion- 
ary payments, *' of all the phan- 
toms, to entice and deceive the 
multitude, none are more mif- 
chievous than the. Tontines fo 
generally prevalent ; they have ex- 
cited a fpirit of gambling and idle 
fpeculation, in a clafs of people, 
whofe fcanty income of three or 
four pounds a year, is already 'in- 
adequate to the fupply of their 
wants. This folly has involved 
many of them in diftrefs, and 
Others finding themfelves unable 
to proceed in their weekly pay- 
ments, have loft the money they 
had already advanced. To mode- 
rate expectation, and leflen difap- 
pointment, it may not be impro- 
per to ftate the circumftances which 
will probably take place, at the 
final divifion of their ftock. 

" The increafe of money, when 
improved by compound intereft, 
and tke continual mortality of the 
human race, are the principles 
upon which all Tontines are evi- ' 
dently founded, and from which 
they derive all their encourage- 
ment. But, in the Ihort term of 
feven years, the accumulation of 
money, and the diminution of the 
human fpecies, are fo confiderable, 
as to produce little or no effe6t ; 
and the contributor of fixpence 
per week, will hear with furprize, 
and probably with difappointment, 
that, at the end of feven years, his 
contribution, at four per cent, 
compound intereft, will amount 
only to ten pounds five fliillings 
ancl three-pence; that after the ex- 
pences of management are deduct- 
ed, the greateft probable number 
of deaths, will augment it to little 
more than eleven guineas, not for- 
getting, that during the whole 

Vol. II. 



period, a man's family is expofed 
to the hazard of lofing the whole 
of his payments, by death; to per- 
fons of the defcription I have men- 
tioned, a heavy, and fometimes a 
ruinous lofs." 

Another confideration may alfo 
be added, to generous and feeling 
minds, a powerful one ; the profits 
of thofe whofe circumftances en- 
able them to perfevere in their 
payments, will increafe exa<Etly in 
proportion to the number of fe- 
ceders. Thus a good part of what 
they are to receive, will be formed/ 
of many a miferable , pittance, 
fwindled (for I cannot give a 
fofter name, to tempting a poor 
man to commenie payments, which 
it is impoilible for him to con- 
tinue) and purloined, from ^he 
pockets of the widow and father- ' 
lefs, or from the loweft, the moft 
diftrefled, and unfortunate portion 
of mankind. 

TOWNSHEND, Lord JOHN. 
The fliort, but mafterly ad- 
drefs of his Committee, on clofing 
the accounts of the Weftminfter 
Election. 

I preferve this flight, but honor- 
able memorial of the ternii nation 
of a memorable conteft, as a cre- 
ditable proof of the Whig Princi- 
ples which dictated it, and in 
honor of the hand which drew it 
up. It adds (which is not always 
the cafe in political ftruggles) the 
energy of truth, and the impreffion 
of rectitude, to the magic charm of 
literary excellence. 

" We are happy," faid the 
Committee, " to addrefs and con- 
gratulate the Inhabitants of the 
City of Weftminfter. Their tri- 
umph i^ now compleat, their poli- 
tical fuccefs is fanctioried by moral 

Gg " 'juftice, 
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juftice, their accounts are clofing, 
their bills are paid. 

" This is the fhort compendi- 
ous anfwer we give, to much of 
untimely pleafantiy, to more of ob- 
durate falfehood, 

" That the caufe was well 
thought of, appeared from its 
partizans being trutted ; that they 
deferved this truft, is apparent al- 
fo, for every claimant is paid. 

** The property, as well as prin- 
ciples of a party, can alone be 
cognizable upon proof; for what 
could fignify the refources of a 
Treafury, fhould it happen to be 
under the guidance of thriftlefs in^ 
difference^ and cold blooded perfidy f 
.-With folly to plunge into need- 
lefs coft, but without honefty to 
pay it ? i . 

" For the latisfaftion of the 
Electors, the Committee further 
add, every cheering hope that can 
arife from unanimity and party 
perfeverance, and from their de- 
termination, in this, as in every 
other inftance to facrifice private 
gratification, to the accomplifhment 
of public good." 

nPRIAL OF BAXTER. A 
JL proceeding mentioned in this 
place, for the purpofe of introduc- 
ing a fpcech or Jefferics, whc^ pol- 
luted the ftream of juflice, and 
proftituted the laws of his country, 
by converting judicial forriis, into 
inflruments of political malice and 
party revenge. 

Mr. Baxter was protected by the 
aft of indemnity, from fuffering 
for his conduct in a former reign, 
but, fince that period, had pub- 
lilhed a Paraphrafe on the New 
Teftament, in which he attacked 
the difciph'ne and doctrines of the 
Church of Rome, with cokifider- 



able acrimony, but invincible ar- 
gument. The dexterous lawyers, 
the ****** and the *♦**♦» of the 
day, twifted and tortured his ex- 
preflions, and endeavoured to 
prove, th^t he applied them to the 
Government, and Church of Eng- 
land. They confidered it as a favor- 
able opportunity, for punifliing 
one, who had been a bitter enemy 
to tyrants, a courageous and zeal- 
ous defender of civil and religious 
libert)' ; for Baxter had been a 
voluminous controverfial writer, 
was a n>an highly endowed, and 
poflefled fufficient Integrity and 
confiftency at the Reftoration, to 
refufe the biftiopric of Hereford, 
In this inflance, the " Nolo Epif- 
copari,*' that remnant of primi- 
tive Chriflianity, that keen fatire 
on a modern afpiring ecclefiaftic, 
was fincere. 

If in the felfifh hope of prefer- 
ment, or the weak fubferviency 
of yielding to the infatuation, or 
irritating the ^prejudices of the 
times, any modern judge fhould 
for a moment, forget that he \% 
merely and only the organ of th« 
law: let him recolleft, that the 
mifcreant JefFeries, cloathed in 
ermine, feated on the bench of 
juflice, and a favourite at court, 
with all the energy of the conflitu- 
tion at his command, and fub* 
milTive juries trembling at his nod; 
that the fame man, only three fhort 
years after the tyrannical tranfac- 
tion I relate, had rendered himfelf 
an object of fuch univerfal detefta.- 
tion, that he was driven ignomini- 
oufly from the Court in which he 
prefided, a miferable fugitive ; and 
laftly, that the wretched outcafl died 
in a prifoh. 

It was during his coxifiaevient 

in 
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in the tower, that the fon of a 
man he had unjuftry condemned, 
on accidentally feeing the deftroyer, 
of his father, reproached *hini for 
his want of feeling, and the general 
infolence of his conduct. " On 
many occafions," replied the de- 
graded bully, fomewhat broken 
down with rftisfortune, " on many 
occafions, I confefs, I was culpa- 
bly arrogant and fevere, but I 
never went to court, without be- 
ing told by the king, that I was 
too lenient,*^ If this account is cor- 
rc6t, what muft that pious Monarch's 
compoiition have been, whofe 
thirft for blood was not fatisfied, 
by the legal murders of JefFeries, 
who applauded the butcheries of' 
Kirk. 

Mr. Baxter having applied for 
further time, -in order to prepare 
for his trial, this tiger on the 
bench paffionatcly exclaimed : "I 
will not give him a moment's time 
to fave his life; we have had to 
do with other forts of perfons, 
but. now, we have a faint to deal 
with; and I know how to deal 
with faints as well as finners. 
Yonder fhinds Oates in the pillory, 
and fays, he fufFers for the truth, 
and fo fays Baxter ; but if Baxter 
flood on the other fide of the pil- 
lory with him, I would fay, there 
ftand two of the greateft rogues 
and rafcals in the kingdom." 

In the courfe of his trial, Bax- 
ter proved, his treatment of the 
Eftablilhed Religion of his coun- 
try, to have been in general, fo 
tender, the mention he made of 
the biihops, fo particularly hon- 
ourable, and the principles he 
profefled, (contrary to thofe of 
ibme of his friends) fo peculiarly 
tolerant, that he frequently rc- 
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ceived the facrament, and attend- 
ed divine fervice in the Church 
of England ; a conduct, at which 
many confcientious difTenters were 
very much offended. Thefe and 
other points were forcibly and 
fuccefsfully prefTed by his coun fel, 
fome of the moft refpe^^able bar- 
rifters of the times, who had been 
retained by his friend. Sir Henry 
Aflrhurft, a name, ftrange to a 
modern ear, on the fide of free- 
dom, and a public fpirited man, 
who knew the worth, who valued 
and loved the character of the 
perfecuted veteran. It reflects 
honour on thefe gentlemen, 
MefTrs. Wallop, Rotheram, Wil- 
liams, Atwood, and Phipps, and 
may foothe the juftifiable pride 
o{ fame of their defcendants, when 
I obferve, that JefFeries feverely re- 
primanded them, for their laudable 
and fcientiflc exertions. 

The judge finding the general 
opinion, not exactly coinciding 
with his own, could reftrain his 
paffion no longer, but ftarting 
from his feat, with angiy 
looks, and a quivering lip, addrei- 
fcd the Priforier as follows: — 
" Richard, thou art an old fel- 
low, and an old knave, thou haft 
written books enough to load a 
cart, every one as full of fedition, 
as an egg is of meat. Hadft thou 
been whipped out of thy writing 
trade, forty years ago, it had been 
happy for ihe country. Thou 
putteft on a modeft face now, but 
the time was, when no one was fo 
ready at, * Bind your kings in 
chains, and youf nobles in tetters 
of iron.' 

" Thou pretended to be ^ 
Preacher of the Gofpel of Peace, 
and thou hafl one foot in the 
' Gg a grave; 
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grave ; it is time for thee to begin 
to think, what account thou in- 
tended to give of thyfelf hereafter. 
If thou art left to thyfelf, thou 
vilt go on, as thou haft begun; 
but, by the Grace of God, I will 
look after thee. I know thou haft 
a mighty party, and I fee a great 
many of the brotherhood in cor- 
ners, waiting to fee what will be- 
come of their mighty Don, but 
by the Grace of Almighty God, 
I will crufh you all." 

Thus with the name of his 
Creator in his mouth, but with 
envenomed malice in his heart, 
was he addreffing this vulgar rhap- 
fody of rancour and iniult, to a 
venerable man, of pure morals, 
great erudition, and religious mp- 
deration ; as fuperior in intellciEhial 
endowments, and qualities of the 
heart, to the favage who reviled 
him, as the benevolent Redeemer 
of the world, to the outcaft Satan. 

In fpeaking of the French Revo- 
lution, it has been often aiferted, 
that early, vigorous and fevere 
ineafures, would have faved the un- 
4appy Louis, and his friends, from 
all the mifchief which enfued. I 
will not undertake to contradict,, 
what at beft, can be only fuppofi- 
tion. Yet if, from fimilar circum- 
ftances, we may be permitted to 
draw analogous concluiions, we 
find thet the do6lrine of crufhing 
refiftance in the bud, did not, in 
the reign of James the Second, 
though rigidly enforced, produce 
til is efFe£t. The national refent- 
ments were, on the contrary, exaf- 
perated and rouzed by the violent 
xneafures of the court. 

The blood of the martyrs, on a 
former occafion, was faid to ma- 
nure and quicken into vegetation. 



the feeds of Chriftianity ; and the 
executions of Jeffi^ies, the unre- 
lenting Jefferies, operating with 
other caufes, fo far ft'om hinder- 
ing, confiderably accelerated the 
progrefs of the people to a Revo- 
lution. How then are we to avoid 
fuch evils? 

** Is there no way ?_— 

There is but one." 

Redrefs grievance, and mode- 
rate public expence. In every 
tranfa<aion of Government, let it 
clearly appear, that the happtnefs 
of the people, and not the ibrdid 
interefts of a cabal, intent only on 
places and penlions, is ftill the 
great purpole, as it was, unquef- 
tionably, the original foundation of 
all governments. 

I have fpoken of feveral honeft 
and independent barrifters in this 
article, and cannot conclude it 
without rendering a tribute of 
welldeferved praife to a certain 
eloquent advocate, whom I con- 
gratulate on his difmiflion. This 
tranfaftion, reflefting credit on his 
integritjr as a lawyer, and his pub- 
lic Ipirit as a Member of Parlia- 
ment, will help to refcue his pro- 
feifiOB, from a general charge, cor- 
roborated, I fear, too much by paft 
experience ; the charge of facrific- 
ing confiftency, honour, decorum, 
friendihip, and affedion, on the 
felfifh alta;* of preferment. 

The claims of our excellent 
pleader on public efteem, are pe- 
culiarly ftrong, when we recoiled 
his early initiation into myfteries 
fo dangerous to human refolution. 
He had paffed the portico of the 
voluptuous Palace of temptation ; 
he had vifited the bewitching, the 
unmannjng temple of Calypki^ 
" Tu SyrenuH) pocula nofti," 
might 
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might have been addreded to him 
with peculiar propriety. 

He had been bleffed with fmiles 
at — and been honoured with 

a nod, and I believe, an arm at 



That which comes pure through 
fuch trying fires, muft be real gold. 

VASSENT, CATHERINE, 
the 'daughter of a French 
peafant, who, at the age of feven- , 
teen, and, in the humble capacity 
of a n^enial, exhibited a proof of 
fpontaneous, benevolent intrepidity, 
which well entitles her to a place in 
this collediou. 

A common fewer of confiderable 
depth, having been opened at No^- 
on, for the purpofe of repair, four 
men pafling by, late in the evening, 
unfortunately fell in, no precau- 
tions having been taken to prevent 
fo probable ari accident. It was 
almoil midnight, before their fitu- 
ation was known, and, befides the 
difficulty of procuring affiftance at 
that unfeafonable hour, every one 
prefent was intimidated, from ex- 
pofing himfelf to fimilar danger, 
by attempting to refcue thefe un- 
fortunate wretches, who appeared 
already in a ftate of fufFocation, 
from the mephitic vapour. 
. Fearlefs or ignorant of danger, 
and irrefiftibly impelled by the 
cries of their wives and children 
who furrounded the fpot, Cathe- 
rine Vaflent, a fervant of the town, 
infifled on being lowered without 
delay into the noxious opening; 
and, failening a cord, with which 
fhe had furniihed herfelf previous 
to her defcent, round two of their 
bodies, afiijded by thofe above, (he 
reftored them to life and their fa- 
milies; but, in defcending a fe- 
>cond timcy her breath began to fail. 



and, after effe6i:ually feairing a 
cord to the body of a third man, 
fhe had fufficient prefence of mind 
though in a fainting condition, to 
fix the rope firmly to her own hair, 
which hung in long and luxuriant 
curls round a full but well-formed 
neck. 

Her neighbours, who felt no in- 
clination to imitate her heroifm, 
had willingly contributed fuch af- 
fiftance as they could afford com- 
patible with fafety, and, in pulling 
up what they thought the third 
man's body, were equally furprized 
and concerned to fee the almofl 
lifelefs body of Catherine, fufpcnd- 
ed by her hair, and fwinging on 
the fame cord. Frefh air, with 
eau de vie, foon reftored this ex- 
cellent girl ; and I know not whe- 
ther moft to admire her generous 
fortitude in a third time exploring 
the peftilential cavern, which had 
almofl proved fatal to her, or to 
execrate the daftardly meannefs and 
felfifli cowardice of the byeflanders, 
for not fharing the glorious danger. 
In confequence of the delay pro- 
duced by her indifpofition, the 
fourth man was drawh up a life- 
lefs and irrecoverable corpfe. 

Such conduct did not pafs im- 
noticed ; a proceffion of the cor- 
poration, and a folemn Te Deum 
were celebrated on the occafion; 
Catherine received the public 
thanks of the Duke of Orleans, 
the Bifliop of Noyon, the town 
magidrates, and an emblematic 
medal, with confiderable pecunia- 
ry retribution, and a civic crown ;' 
to thefe were added, the congratu- 
lations of her own heart, that in- 
eftimable reward of a benevolent 
mind. 

Ought I to be blamed in declare 
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ing, that I (hould have concluded 
this fhort narrative with more 
jrfcafure, if the workmen or fur- 
▼cyors, through whofe negle6k 
this accident happened, had them- 
ielves been thrown into the fewer. 
A baker is ocxrafionally put into a 
hot oven, when the pernicious 
adulteration of bread irritates the 
Emperor of the Muflulmen ; the 
Jufpenfion of a few agents and con- 
. tra6Vors, it is fuppofed, would have 
a falutary influence in our army 
and navy ; and half a ^dozen way- 
wardens, furveyors, and poft boys, 
carelefs and intoxicated, annually 
breaking their necks, would pro- 
bably prevent m^ny fatal accidents 
and untimely deaths to ufeful mcm- 
bei*s of focietv. 

Victor' AMADEUs, King 
of Sardinia, and Duke of 
Savoy, a warrior and a ftatefman, 
who, after difentangling the laws 
of his country from perplexity, 
and improving her revenues, by 
fuhVtc as well as private oeconomy, 
refolved, in the decline of life, to 
quit his throne. 

Having fecured to himfelf a 
houfehold and an income, which 
he thought more than equal to all 
his wants; in a moment of def- 
pondence, caprice, or vexation, 
which thofe. who have worn ti 
crown are bed able to defcribe, 
he figned an aft of abdication, 
and his fon, with the ufual cere- 
monies, was declared his immedi- 
ate fucceflbr. 

But Amadeus exhibited a melan- 
choly proof of the difficulty in 
defcendmg from the giddy height 
of a mountain's top, to the vale 
of private life ; with all his attain- 
ments, he had neglefted to qualify 
himfelf fbr that which half the 



world fo ardently pant after, but 
which a kind dilhibution of Pro- 
vidence has fortunately put out of 
their reach, a ftate of abfolute lei- 
fure. Thofe hours which had been 
agreeably and ufefully occupied by 
important enterprize, interefting 
difcuflion, or fplendid enjoyment, 
dragged heavily on in the ftiilnels 
of a fequeftered retreat. 

Let the profeflional and com- - 
mercial man, exhaufted by the con- 
flifts of competition, and inflamed 
to painful exertion, by the ardor 
of getting money, who wifhes to 
relax from his fatigues in a country 
box : let him paufe before he figni 
and feals, and confider the cafe of 
the royal fufferer I now record. 
It may teach him a ufeful lefTon, 
y that the worfl importunities, the 
mod embarrafling perplexities o^ 
bufinefs, are foftnefs and luxury, 
compared with tlie incefTant crav- 
ings of vacancy, and the unfatis- 
faftory expedients of idlenefe;'* 
or he will find, when it is too late, 
that occupation is the only pre* 
venter of eroding chagrin ; that 
employment is the grand" fpecific, 
for abforbing or fupprefiing the 
anxieties of an aftive mind, which, 
for want of its cuflojpary avoca- 
tions, is too often bufiea in tor- 
menting itfelf. 

The fubje£t of my prefent arti- 
cle, irritated by the rapid and un- 
feeling transfer of kmdncfs and 
attention in thofe, who, when he 
was King, had profeflfed therofelves 
the humbled and mod faithful of 
his fubjeds ; and inflamed by the 
folicitations of an ambitious nuf* 
trefs, who fighed for the attendance 
of a co^jrt, the pomp and glitter ,. 
of a drawing room, demanded, in ^' 
a moment fatal to peace, he un- 
happily 
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happily demanded his crown and 
fceptre. 

From the peculiar fituation of 
European politics, and, probably, 
from that love of power and pre- 
eminence, which reigns triumphant 
in the moft republican breafl of 
us ali, moi;e efpecially, in the 
fpring tide of life, his requeft 
could not be granted The harfli- 
nefs of refufai was foftened by the 
formal, or the pretended delay, of 
referring fo momentous an appli- 
cation, and the reply to be given, 
to the council. They deliberated, 
but were not likely- to forward a 
proceeding, which, if put in exe- 
cution, would probably have occa- 
£oned their own difmiffion. Per- 
haps, too, well acquaiiited with 
the inclinations of their new fovc- 
reign, which, though never dire6ily 
- expreiied, are always undei-ftood ; 
they came to a refolution, that, 
from the reftleflhefs of the unhap- 
py Amadeus, and the intriguing 
ipirit of his feir favourite, coercive 
meafures were unavoidable; they 
communicated their opinions to 
the young King, and Ije ivas under 
the neccffity of imprifoning his father 
fir life! 

Fatal neceffity ! Miferable pa- 
rent ! and, in fpite of his elevation, 
unhappy fon ! 

But, before we raftily decide on 
the conduct of one or the other, 
jet us not be too fare, after having 
thrown from us, in a moment of 
vilionary philofophy, or impatient 
inquietude, a goi<D£N bauble, 
which, after we c?afe to grafp it, 
we find was neceffary to our hap- 
pinefs ; let us not be too fure, that 
we fhould not make fome attempt 
to recover it. As fathers, we proba- 
bly fhould determine, that a fon, 



at the imperious call of filial duty, 
fhould have refufed to a parent no 
boon in his power to beftow. 

Thofe who may be difpofed to 
charge the fon with a want of 
filial affecflion, fhould recoiled: 
the fondnefs for fuch toys^ natural 
at the Prince's age ; they fhould 
alfo confider, that the vain, inex- 
pedient Mafti of Amadeus, to reco- 
ver that which he had coolly and 
unrequefled given up, with all le- 
gal formality, was in itfelf, accord- 
ing to the laws of civilized fociety, 
treafon and injuftice ; that in cafe 
the young Prince had prevailed oa 
bimfelf to make the facrifice, and 
furrendered his right ; it would, in 
all probability, have been fatal to 
himfelf, and highly prejudicial to 
the peace and interefl of the people 
he governed. It was, in fhoit, 
one of thofe fituations, in which 
no good man, or feeling fon, would 
ever wifh to be placed ; and the 
internal flruggles and tumultuous 
emotions excited in the young 
man's breafl, mufl have equalled 
or furpafTed, in poignancy, the 
pangs of wounded fenfibihty and 
mortified ambition, felt by his 
wretched father. 

Perhaps, after all, the haughty 
favourite of the old man's heart, 
whofe name efcapes my memory, 
was alone to blame. There is a 
period of our lives, when, if we 
liften not to the voice of reafon 
and religion, when corrupted by 
habitual indulgence, and exhauflg 
ed by infirmity, we are too apt to 
yield ourfelves and our imagina- 
tions to the violent impulfes, but 
the impotent imbecility, of our 
paflions ; an odious and defpica- 
ble prey to the artifices of female 
dalliance. Defperate is the condi- 
tion 
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tion of that man, miferabic are . 
his friends and relations, who, in 
his declining dotage, facrifices con- 
fiftenc)', honour, and juftice, on 
the fmoky, fmothering altar, of 
unhallowed, inetFe6liial defire. 

It woi'ld be no bad addition to 
our flatutes, were they not already 
imnrieafurably long, to fix a period 
when tottering old age (hould ceafe 
to have the power of marrying or 
difpofmg of its property, to the 
injury of a lawful defcendant. 

pertain right honourable legacy 
hunters would probably be disap- 
pointed in the illicit obje<5ls of their 
artful attentions ; but mifery, dif- 
trcfs, (hame, and mortifying ridi- 
cule, would be prevented in many 
a family, deprived of a fupport to 
which it was entitled by law and 
nature ; and mined by hoary de- 
crepitude liftening to the plaufible, 
but fclfifh iuggeftions, of fome 
fplendid jefuitic declaimer, or faC- 
cinated by the meretricious glances 
of a mercenary beauty, angling 
for an old man's heart; an old 
man indecoroufly affefting, in De- 
cember, the inconfiftent and ex- 
haufting frolics of May. 

VIGNOLES, STEPHEN, 
commonly called Lahire, the 
valiant aflbciate of the brave D'u- 
nois, who raifed the fiege of M6nt- 
args with a comparatively fmall 
number of men, in the fifteenth 
century, when France, fo often 
doomed to popular or regal defpot- 
ifm, was alternately ravaged and 
re-conquered, by the Engliih in- 
vaders, the amorous Charles the 
Seventh, and the martial Maid of 
Orleans. A fliort article is ailigned 
to this gay and gallant Frenchman, 
for the purpofe of noticing a An- 
gular prayer, which, on the faith 



of an old but pleafant French hif- 
torian, he is faid to have made ufc 
of, previous to his attacking the 
Engfifh. 

As Lahire approached the ene- 
my, feeing accidentally a regimental 
chaplain, he demanded of him ab- 
folution, without delay. ** You 
mud firft confefs your fins," faid 
the prieft. " I cannot fpare time . 
at prefent," replied the captain, 
** tor we are at this moment pre- 
paring to attack the befiegers, and 
as to fins, I hope I have not de- 
meaned myfelf worfe than my 
neighbours/' His requcft bein? 
granted, he drew his fword, ana, 
raifing his eyes to heaven, exclaim- 
ed, " Deal with me, I befcech 
thee, O Lord, this day, as I would 
with thee, if I were God, and 
thou wert Lahire." He then nrfh- 
ed into the thickeft of the battle, 
and, with only fix hundred men, 
flaughtered or put to flight msoiy 
thoufand foes, unguarded and fc- 
cure in the infolence of vi^ry. 

We are not fufficiently acquaint- ' 
ed with the period, to determine of 
the lively, the chara^teriflic, but 
irreverend idea of Vignoles " was^ 
precifely his own, but the thought, 
natural in a man ambitious of 
fhowing his gaiety and unconcern 
in the hour of danger, cannot be 
comprehended in the fbort lift of 
thofe things, which have been faid 
but once ; after travelling through 
many a page in various forms, 
afcribed to different perfons, but 
its origin acknowledged by none ; 
it has been feized by an Englilh 
humourift, who by way of epi- 
gram, has put it in the month of 
Maitin Elton Brod, a Dut hman, 
yet a wit. 

VILLACERFE. 
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VILLACERFE, Madam, a 
French lady, of noble family, 
dignified character, and unblemilh- 
ed life, whofe remarkable and tra- 
gic death was diftingnifhed by an 
evennefe of temper and greatnefs 
of mind, not ufual in her fex, and 
equal to the mod renowned heroes 
of antiquity. The fhort hiftory of 
this excellent woman, is, I believe, 
generally known, and will proba- 
bly be recognized by many of my 
readers, but fte is fo ftriking an 
example of phrlofophic fufFering, 
Chriftian fortitude, generous for- 
bearance, and angelic love, with- 
out the leafl poffible alloy of felf- 
jflineis or fenfuality, that the af- 
^fe^ng circumflance cannot, in ray 
opinion, be dwelt on too long, or 
repeated too often. 

An early, a mutual affedion, 
had takeA place between this lady 
and Monfieur Fefleau, a furgeon 
of eminence, in Paris, but, from 
the infurmountable obftacles which 
in thofc days (A. D. 1700.) fo 
ftri£tJy guarded fuperior rank from 
intermingling with plebeian blood, 
all further intercourfe was prevent- 
ed, than animated civilities, when 
opportunities offered, and foft but 
ieo-et wiihes. The lover would 
have perifhed, rather than by a 
raih proceeding, degrade the ob- 
je€t of his tendered affedions in 
tl» eves of her family and the 
worla ; and his millrefs, taught by 
love, the omnipotent leveller of 
all diflinftions, though flie felt too 
powerfully the merit of her ad- 
mirer; who, in the fcale of un« 
prejudiced reafon, far outweighed 
a thoufand fafhionable pretenders 
to frivolous accomplifhment and 
fuperficial attainment ; refolved 

Vol. IL 



To quit the object of no com- 
mon choice. 

In mild fubihiffion to (Idrn du- 
ty's voice. 

The much-k)v'd man with all 
his claims refign. 

And facrifice delight at duty^d 
fhrine. 

After fome years palTed in what 
may be called a defeat, rather than 
a ftruggle of the pafHons ; after st 
glorious vi^ofy of duty and ho- 
nor, which furely aflPords a durable 
and exalted pleafure, far beyond 
the gratification of vi^ild wifhes 
and mifguid^ appetites ; Madatxi 
Villacerfe, from an indifpofittoiA 
which confined her to a cha:mber, 
but not to her bed, was, by the 
prefcription of her phyficiah, or- 
dered to be blefd. Fefteau, as fur- 
geon to the family, was fent fox-, 
and his countenance, as he entered 
the room, ftrongly exhibited the 
ftate of his mind. After gently 
touching her p^ulfe, and a few pro- 
feffional queflions-, in a low, heii* 
tating voice, he prepared for the 
operation, by tucking up that part 
of a loofe drefs which covered her 
arm: an interefting bufinefs to a 
.man of fine feelings, who had long 
laboured with the mod ardent at- 
tachment to his lovily patient, 
whofe illnefs diflftrfed an frrefifHble 
foftnefs over her features, and 
lighted up the embers of an affec- 
tion, fuppreflfed, but never extin- 
guifhed. 

Preffing the vein, in order to 
render it more prominent, he was 
obferved to be feized with a fud- 
den tremor, and to change his 
colbur ; this circumflance was 
mentioned to the lady, not with- 
out a fear, that it might prevent 
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his bleeding her with his ufual 
dexterity. On her obferving, with 
afmiky that (he confided entirely 
in Monfieur Fefleauy and was fure 
, be had no inclination to do her ail 
injuiy, he appeared to recover 
hunieJf, and Imiling, or forcing a 
finile, proceeded to his work, which 
was no fooner performed, than he 
cried out, " I am the moft unfor- 
tunate man alive, I have opened 
an artery inftead of a vein." 

It is not eafy to defcribe his 
diilra^lion, or her compofure ; in 
lefs than three days, the (late of 
her arm, in confequence of the 
accident, rendered amputation ne- 
ccflary, when fo far from ufing 
her unhappy furgeou with the pee- 
viih refentment of a bafe and little 
mind, Ihe tenderly requefted of 
him not to be abfent from any 
confultation on the treatment of 
her cafe; ordered her will to be 
made, and, after her arm was 
taken off, , iymptoms appearing, 
which convinced Fefleau and his 
afTociates, that lefs than four and 
twenty hours would terminate the 
exiflence of one who was an orna- 
ment to her fex. The voice, the 
looks, the flifled anguifh of her . 
lover, as well as her own feelings, 
convinced her of the approaches 
of death; an opinion, which her 
earned and folemn entreaties, en- 
treaties, on a death bed, not to be 
difregarded, obliged her friends to 
confirm. A few hours before the 
awfiil moment of dilTolution, that 
period which none can efcape, and 
the fear of which bold bad men 
only effect to defpife, fhe addreifed 
the difconfolate furgeon in the fol- 
lowing words. 

" You give me inexpreffible 



concern for the forrow in. which I 
fee you overwhelmed, notwith- 
ftanding your kind efforts to con- 
ceal it. I am removing — ^to all 
intents and purpofes, I am removed 
from the interefls of human life, 
it is therefore highly incumbent on 
me to begin to think and a6t like 
one wholly unconcerned in it. I 
feel not the leaft refentment or 
difpleafure on the prefent occafion. 
I do not coniider you as one by- 
whofe error I have loft my life ; I 
regard you, rather, as a benefac- 
tor, who have haftened my en- 
trance into a bleiled immortality. 
But the world may look on the 
accident, which, on your account 
alone, I can call unfortunate, and 
mention it to your difadvantage ; 
I have therefore provided, in' my 
will, againft every thing you may 
have to dread from the ill-will, the 
prejudices, or the felfifh mifrepre- 
fentations-of mankind." 

This pattern for Chriftians, this 
example for heroes, foon after ex- 
pired. A judicial fentence, devot- 
mg his fortune to confifcation, 
and his body to exquifite t6rtures, 
could not have produced keener 
fenfations of mifery and horror, 
than Fefteau felt during her ad- 
drefs, which was an emanation of 
celeftial benignity, an Anticipating 
, revelation, a divine ray from the 
fpirit of that God who infpired 
and loved her, and in whofe prc- 
fence fhe was fhortly to. triumph 
and adore. 

But when he contemplated her 
exalted goodnefs and unparalleled 
magnanimity in fuffering pain and 
mortal agonies, infii^ed by in un- 
happy man,, who, of all others, 
loved and doated on her roofl; 

when 
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vfhcn he faw her dying look, and 
heard that groan which is repeated 
no more ; nek of the world, difpi- 
rited with h\iman life and its vain 
purfuits, angry beyond forgivenefs 
with himfelf, he funk into the fet- 
tled gloom and long melancholy of 
defpair. 

This is one of the many inflances 
in which a little fcfrethought, and 
VL fmall Ihare of prudence, would 
have prevented much ferious evil 
and irretrievable calamity. I have 
faid, in a former article, that love, 
though not curable by herbs, may 
be prevented by caution, .and as it 
was impoffible that Ma^am Villa- 
cerfe's relations could be entirely 
Grangers to the partiality' of Mon- 
fieur Fefteau, they fhould induftri- 
oufly have prevented all intercourfe 
between the young people. The 
agitated frame and deranged ap- 
pearance of her lover, obferved 
previous to the cataftrophe, by a 
gentleman nearly related to the 
fady, from whom I tell the ftory, 
pointed him out as the moft im- 
proper man alive for medical or 
Kirgical affiftance, which requires 
coolneis, dexterity, a fleady hand, 
and a collected mind. 

In the fudden and difaflrous ac- 
cidents to which human life is, on 
every fide, and during every mo- 
ment, expofed, it will frequently 
be found, that thofe connefted to 
138 by the neareft and deareft ties 
of blood, friendfliip, or atFe6tion, 
are often, by thofe very circum- 
ilances, difqualified from affording 
us prompt and efFe6hial relief, or 
even folace and comfort, in the 
comnoon circumftances of life. 
The fond mother, whofe infant is 
a conftant fource of toil and occp- 
pation, which no one elfe would 



willingly fubmit to> and dielight, 
which all muft envy, on feeing it 
fuddenly fpring from her arms into 
a deep and rapid fh-eam, would 
probably fink to the ground in a 
fainting fit or an hyfteric conyul- 
fion, and be rendered, by the ar- 
dor of affeftion and the violence 
of her feelings, wholly unable to 
fnatch her child from death. A 
bye-flander, perhaps a reprobate 
and a fcoundrel, uninfiuenced by 
philanthropy, love, or a fenfe of 
duty, and amply repaid by half a 
crown, with all his fenfes about 
him, would directly jump in, and^ 
a llranger to the unmanageable 
ecftacies of a mother, reflore the 
darling to her afms. 

VILLENA, Marquis of, a 
Spaniih grandee, who, pof- 
feifing a confiderable portion of 
the lofty {pirit of his countrymen, 
did not forget to accompany it 
with confiftency of conduct and / 
firmnefs of mind, not always found 
in exalted rank. He was a fubjeft 
of the treacherous Charles the 
Fifth, Emperor of Germany, who 
in his contefts with Francis the 
Firft, King of France, had received 
confiderable afliftance from Bour- 
bon, a Gallic rebel, and a near 
relation of the unfortunate mo- 
narch, who was defeated and taken 
prifoner at the battle of Pavia. 

In the adverfity of his formida- 
ble rival, a generous mind would 
have mitigated the calamities of 
war, by mildnefs and affebility ; 
but Charles, in the rancour or a 
vindictive heart, meanly ftrovc to 
mortify his royal prifoner, by fuf- 
picion' and augmented reftraint ; 
while he treated the faithlefs Bour- 
bon with marked attention and 
reipe6V. The Spaniards, though 
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elated with vidory^ beheld this 
infulting behaviour with concern. 
** It becomes us," faid the infidious 
Charles to the fubjeft of this arti- 
clCf at a moment when he thought 
him off his guard, ** it furely be- 
comes us to treat the illuflrious 
Conftable of France, from whom 
we have received great and effe6lual 
aid, with all pomble honour and 
hofpitality : it would pleaie me 
rery much, if he were mvited to 
refide in the Villena Palace, during 
his ftay in Madrid." « Sire," re- 
plied the Marquis, whofe juftifia- 
ble pride overpowered all dread of 
the fubtle defpotifm of the Empe- 
rer, " I catt refiife nothing to my 
Sovereign ; but your Majefty muft 
ipt be furprized, if, immediately 
on Bourbon's departure, I level 
my palace to the ground. Once 
contaminated with the prefence of 
a traitor, it never can be ^ fit ha- 
bitation for a man of principle and 
honour." 

VIRGULA DIVINITORIA, 
or Divining Rod, a forked 
branch of hazel, and occafionaily 
qf other wood, in the form of a 
y. by the affiftance of which, 
dexteroully or myfterioufly placed 
in the hand, certoin adepts have 
difcovered, or pretended to dif- 
cover, mines and fprings of water 
under ground. 

This lingular phcenomenon, in* 
veftigated by the extenfivc know- 
ledge, and attefied by the difinter-^ 
efted probity of Monfieur Thou- 
venel, has alternately excited the 
ponder, or provoked the doubts 
of mankind, who, from the ear- 
lied times, have coniidered it as 
the prerogative of human reafon, 
to deny what cannot be explained. 
Yet philoibpl^y, like fanaticifm, 



is not without its prejudices, and * 
often rejects, as irppoffible, tliofe 
alTertions, which experience after- 
wards proves to be well founded 
faas. ' 

Theincomprehendble attraction 
of the magnet, if it did not chal- 
lenge ocular demonftration, would 
.be coniidered as equally miracu- 
lous, and by many, be ftoutly de- 
nied. Two centuries ago, who 
would have believed in the exif- 
tence of the Electric Fluid ? which, 
realizing the fictitious tales of en* 
chantment and romance, enables 
the modern artiit to point out, and 
almofl to call down thunder from 
the fkies, and to conduct, without 
injury, the forked lightening, along 
tlis prefcribed magic path of a 
flender wire! Had a mind, fuffi- 
cientjy vigorous, ^prefented itfelf, 
at that period, to explore thefe 
ethereal wonders, could they have 
been ])ublifiied with fafety ? Would 
the age have liftened to the pre- 
fumptuous Reafoner, without con- 
Hgning him to difgrace, imprifoH- 
ment, or death ? 

This inftinCtive faculty or fp»- 
cific, I h&d almoit faid ekCtiv6 
fympathy, this genius (if I may 
be allowed the term) for fubter- 
raneous difcovery, is referrefi by 
thofe who aflert its exiftence, to 
the theoiy of effluvia or emana-- 
tion^ which, acting powerfully ool, 
the nervous fyftem of perfons en- 
dued with high fenfibility, prodiT— 
ces, in the praCtifer of the divinin^^ 
art, as he approaches a fpot undeic 
which fprings arife, internal Ijsni^^ 
tions, nearly approaching to mo«"- 
bid affection, and an extemsl 
motion, which is communicated 
to the hazel rod. ' 

"Xhcic fingular emotioasy nooo 
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of which were obferved to take 
place, when the fubjedt of them 
was over Jlagn<^t waters, were 
followed by head-ache, £atigue»of 
body, debility of mind, and other 
fymptoms of nervous irritation. 
Xhat warm dry ftate of the atmof- 
phere, fo favourable to electric 
experiments, was alfo obferved, 
to render the pupil of fuch eccen- 
ti ic impulfes, more adive, lively, 
and unerring in his aquatic prog- 
noftics ; while a full meal, as our 
epicurean turtle eaters will eafilv 
believe, evidently diminifhed his 
capacity ; and an inflammatory 
ffever, which confined .him for a 
fortnight to his bed, deranged or 
deftroyed the miraculous power for 
the fp^ce of three months. 

Fafts, examined, and apparently 
fubilantiated by the joint evidence 
of Monfieur Thouvenel, and the 
cautious profeiTor Sigaud de la 
Fond, two refpe6lable foreigners, 
believed by Pryce, the well in- 
formed, but dry hiftorian of the 
Cornifh mines, and corroborated, 
as he inform* us, by Cookworthy, 
a reputable, but fanguine Devon- 
ihire chymift, and by Ribeira, a 
captain, a deferter from the Spa- 
niards in Queen Anne's reign, and 
commandant of the garrifon at 
Plymouth, who aftually difcover- 
ed, in this extraordinary manner, 
a mine at Oakhampton, — to fuch 
fa^ts, and to fuch teftimony, what 
fliall a rational fceptic, or an im- 
partial critic reply ? 
Quo fpe<5tanda modo, quo fenfu 

credis et ore ? 

*' From my natural conftitution 
of mind and body," fays Mr. Pryce, 
*' I was not capable of co-operating 
with the influence of the Divining 
Rod ^" but he has not undertaken 



to defcribe the particular conftitu- 
tional defects of himfelf ot others, 
unblefled with this myilic quality, 
which, from his words, fhould 
feem to depend on a peculiar ner- 
^Nrus fenfibility, an harmonious 
•liiilribution of animal fpirits, on 
ftrong faith or a warm imagination. 
The cautious fpaniard, mentioned 
by Mr. Cookworthy, made no 
difficulty in fufFering pcrfons to fee 
him ufe the Rod, but he never 
could be prevailed on to difcover 
the modus agendi, without which, 
the mere fight of an adept, ftalk- 
ing along the ground in meafured 
(leps, with a ^ick in his hand, 
could be neither ufcful or fatisfac- 
tory. The fecret has been pro- 
nounced by many to be one of 
thofe oflentatious nothings, which, 
under various n^ime and import, 
have for ages defied or Jnfulted 
the reafon and curiofity of man- 
kind, and mufl long fincc have 
been divulged by vanity, indifcre^ 
tipn, or avarice, had there been, 
in reality, any thing to difcover. 

*• The pra6tifer of the Divining 
Alt," according to the formal and 
precife dire^ions of Cookworthy, 
who feems to depart from the 
theory of Thouvenel, and attri- 
butes the phoenomenon to attrac-^ 
tion, and a previous preparation of 
the Rod, by inclofing metal in its 
fubflance. " The pra6lifer of this 
art," according to the Devonfhirc 
Chymifl, " mull flowly advance, 
holding the Rod in his hand, with 
his arm half extended, and one 
foot placed forwards, obferving to 
depofit a guinea under one, and an 
halfpenny under the other foot, 
and the Rod will be drawn down : 
fhift the pieces of money, and 
then the Rod will be drawn towards 

the 
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the face, or backwards towards 
the gold, which is thus proved to 
. poflefs the ftronger attradion." 
It furely is a difadvantage, ob- 
ferves a fhrewd critic, that the 
Rod dips with equal vigour to a 
poor as to a rich mine, that it will 
incline as ftrongly to a (ilver pen- 
ny, as the mines of Potofi ; and 
that a projector, implicitly de- 
pending on the information of the 
Divining Rod, might be hurried 
into en<5efs and ruinous expence, 
and ranfack the bowels of the 
earth, in confequence of a ftray 
farthing, or a few yards of copper 
wire, placed by a roguifli boy, 
beneath the path of an unfufpeA- 
ing divine. 

After due allowance for 'the 
paufe of fufpence, and the vibra- 
tions of doubt, a rational unpre- 
judiced enquirer, may venture to 
fugged, that the aid of the Rod 
has been generally called in on 
occalions, where, from previous 
enquiry, or collateral circumftance, 
Iprings or mines were fuppofed 
really to exift. Jn fuch cafes, the 
dexterity of experience and obfer- 
vation, the cafual advantages of 
local iituation, and a thoufand 
hints to be "gathered from ruftic 
information, affifted by minera- 
logical (kill, have contributed to 
its credit, when in truth the whole 
of its miraculoiis powers, origina- 
ted from the exertions of common 
fenfe. 

To thefe another caufe may be 
added, that remarkable difpofition 
in the majority of mankind, to 
indulge the cfaimacras of enthu- 
fiafm, the dreams of imagination, 
and the tale of wonder, rather 
than liften to the fober dilates of 
fevere reafon, bccaufe it fometimcs 



conveys unwelcome tidings to the 
human heart, whofe pride revolts 
with horror, from the mortifica- 
tioA of dete'(^ed impotence. We 
need not, I fear, make a long 
fearch in the pages of Hi (lory, for 
frequent inftances of men, high- 
ly gifted in fcience, learning, and, 
'till then, of unfufpe6ted integrity, 
who, in an unguarded moment, 
thole moments fo fatal to wifdom, 
as well as beauty, having been 
feduced into the bye-roads of im- 
pofition, have afterwards obfli- 
nately remained the firm avcJwers 
of wild vifionary fyftems, and 
h&a notorioufly falfe and un^ 
founded. 

Should however the credibility 
of thefe phcenomena be confirmed 
by future experience; fhould the 
attempts, to eftablifh materialifm, 
ultimately fucceed; the improve- 
ment of the Divining Science, 
(fays an ingenious writer) ** may 
be rendered fubfervient to medical 
purpofes, as well as to mental and 
moral improvement. If we cotild 
be prevailed on to believe, that 
the thinking principle in man is 
a grain of fait, or a bubble of 
air, an electrical fpark, or a 
drop of water, a globule of oil, 
or a particle of earth, it is not 
impoflible that the Divining Rod, 
by the help of magnetifm and 
electricity, may form interefting 
Communications, with the faculties 
and affections, the tranfaCtions and 
fecrets, of this hitherto invifible 
principle ; it may difcover minet of 
virtue which are hid, and currents 
of generofity and genius, which 
flow unnoticed and unknown ; it 
might bring to light, motives, plans, 
and purpoifes, that would undeceive 
dupes, and difconcert impoftors." 

-for 
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For a icmark^ite^ and vpfBraA' 
1 7, X wdl arrrferi infantr of this 
fingniar ia^caky^ ii*iiicr ippmrs to 
bare been excaled ibr prrrate be- 
nefit, as veil as public udliiT; 
fee the aitide BletozL, a Fjiencfa 
p^'afcnt^ vba& nnafiboed £iDpli- 
chy of rnxBoers, and f mpdzing 
aocurKT in ^bterrazieous pn^ 
Dofik, fiaggcred, tbongh it could 
not ibbdnr, the fobbam increxiu- 
iity of die indefkrigabk Abbe 
Moi^cE, an able xiamral pbilQio- 
phcr, and one of the editors of 
the nev Encyclopesdie. 

VOLTEMAD, CORNELIUS, 
a Q ptirliTngn.^ and an inhabi- 
tant of die Cape of Good Hope^ 
whafe intrepid phiianrhrc^y im- 
pelled him to riiqne, and (as it 
unfottaoately pnTred) to I0& his' 
own liiie in con^ncnce of berok 
efibrts to i^ve the lives of oduas. 
This generous purpak^ in a great 
degree he effeded, in the jear 
17739 when a Dmcb Ihip vas 
drifren on £hore in a fh j iin , near 
Table Bay, not £u- from the Soodi 
River fbit. 

Returning from a ndc, the fiate 
of the vtSd, and the cries of the 
crew ihongij intereded him in 
their behalf. Though unabk to 
fwim, he pnmded himielf « ith a 
rope, and being mounted on a 
powerful horie, remarkabijr muf- 
cular in its fomb, plunged with the 
noblejanimai into the iea, which 
rolled in waves fufficiently tremen- 
dous to daunt a man of common 
fortitude. This worthy man, with 
his fpirited horfe, approached the 
(hip's fide, near enough to enable 
the ^ors to lay hold of the end 
of a cord, which he threw out to 
them; by this method, and their 
grafping the hories' tail, he was 



h^^' enough, after returning ie- 
veral time^ to convey iaurteen 
perfions iaxeir on Ihore. 

But in tilt; waixmiA of hk bene- 
'voitnice, he appears nm to have 
fu&cicnth- anmrifri to the pz-odigi- 
OIK and exiiau&ng effui ' ib of ha 
hon^ wiio in combaxmg with tiic 
boi&erons bilion-s, and his accu- 
iDuifi3£d burdbtensk, wm> aimnfi ^leni 
uiih iati^iie, and debilcated bv 
the gnantnis of £3-waXer "wdiixih 

in xtS pt yifmt apltaled traiy-j CDUld 

not be pirvcme d ^om ndhing in 
great quantities down his thro^ 
In firimming vriifa a heavy ioaJt, 
lAttigyrarance of a horfe is fic^u- 
lar, hk icxrehead and no£rik are 
the only parts to be feen ; in thii 
penious frrHatian, rbt ka&^^hcLk 
on lus mouih is gcneraliv £un£der« 
cd as iiat^; and ir-was fuppcdedy 
liact ibme of the htif-drcnr::jid iai* 
lors, in lie ardur cf ic J-pre&rra- 
tion, puJiod the bridle inadver- 
tentlr, iat the nc^oe cresture, hx 
fbperior to tLe Tuz^onty of bipeds 
whoharra&and tonBent Lii ipecies^ 
fhddemiy diiappeared with has maf- 
ter, he funk, and rtdc no more ! 

This af ecting circomfhance, in- 
duced the Dutch Eaii India Com- 
pany, to €rcck a monument to Vol- 
temad's memory, they Yihewi£t 
ordered, that focb defcrndants or 
relations as he left, ihould be 
fpeedily provided for. Before this 
intelligence reached the Cape, his 
nephew, a corporal in the tovice, 
had folicited to fucceed him in a 
little employment he held in the 
menagerie, but being refiifcd, re- 
tired in chagrin to a diftant fettle- 
ment, where he died, before news 
of the diredors recommendations 
could reach him. While we lament 
Voltemad's fate, and the ungrateful 
treatment 
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treatment his relation experienced 
, from the people at the Cape, a 
circumftance strifes in our minds, 
which tends to fender this misfor- 
tune ftill more aggravating. In 
his hold and fuccefsfvil attempt to 
reach the fhip, if this benevolent 
man, inftead of embarrafling him- 
fclf and horfe with a hazardous 
burthen fatal to them all, had only 
brought the end of a long rope 
with him on fhore, it might have 
been fixed to a cable, which with 
proper help might have been drag- 
grd on (bore, and the whole fhips 
. company favetl, without involving 
their bertefa^or, and a noble animal 
in dcftru^ion. 

As it is of importance to record 
and point out methods of efcape in 
fituations, in which we too often 
Jofe all prefence of mind, it may 
prove ufefu) to rftention fomc cir- 
cumftances relating to a Danifh 
fhip which was wrecked, at MoflTel 
Bay, in the neighbourhdod of the 
Cape. In this inftance, by means 
of two lines, which were conveyed 
on Aore, a ftout rope was ftretched 
in a floping direction from the 
fhips maft to a poft firmly fixed in 
the ground ; on this rope a large 
metal ring was hung, to which 
each man was feparately made faft, 
and (lid on fhore one after the other, 
'till the whole of the crew were 
fafely conveyed, over breakers, 
through which no boat could pof- 
fibly nave made its way, without 
being overfet ; in a few days the 
ftorm fubfided, a good part of the 
cargo was faved and fent \n waggons 
to the Cape. But it is always 
difficult, and frequently impoifiblc 
to carry on an intercouife with the 
fhore, which in this inflance wate 
eflfeaed, by a fe*ilian'» tying a 



rope round his body, and boldly 
committing himfeif to the waves. 
Such daring individuals do not al- 
ways prefcnt themfelves, and va- 
rious methods of conveying a line 
from fhips in diflrefs to people on 
ftiore, or vice verfa, have been 
devifed by human ingenuity; by 
fixing a fmall cord to an arrow 
fhot by a vigorous hand from a 
bow, or to a ball fired from a 
mufket, or a fwivel, loaded with 
a quantity of powder, proportion- 
ate to the difhnce ; by fixing a line 
to a buoy and trufling to its being 
thrown on the fhore. Mr. Bell 
of the artillery, fince my former 
publication, has been rewarded 
by the Society for the Encourage- 
ment of Arts, for inventing an appa- 
ratus, by which a fhell, loaded with 
lead, may be thrown from anoortar, 
which, with a line fixed to it, will 
fink fufficientiy deep into the earthy, 
to allow the crews of fhipwreckecfr 
veffels to draw themfelves on (bore. 
The fhameful and too frequent 
plundering of fliipwrecked feanceir, 
has been frequently ce^fured in 
this compilation* In the Indian 
territories of the Dutch, no perfon 
is permitted to approach the ihore 
in fiich cafes, on pain of' death, 
but this aeal for the prote^ftion of 
property, too often prevents necef- 
lanr aid being afforded for the 
reicuing of perfons; and in the 
infhince of Voltemad,^ but for his 
riding out of tht town before the 
orders were i0jled, his humane 
affiftance would hftve been prevent- 
ed or punifhed. One of the officers 
at the Cape on being r^oached 
for neglecting his nephew after the 
death of the fubjedt of this article, 
replied, *' If the man had Aot been 
dirownedy he ja^glit have thmight 
himfeif 
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kimfelf fuflkiently rewarded, in not 
being hanged for difobedience of 
orders.'* 

VOLUPTUARIES' Soliloquy, 
the well meant compofition 
of a modem writer, agreeing in 
its. tendency, Bxa<9tJy with the pro- 
fefled purpofe of this Colle^ion. 
Its moral utility amply compen- 
iktes, for the warmth of certain 
alhifions, in feveral Dramatic Pro- 
ductions, of its ingenious Author ; 
though he ferioufly profefles to 
** reprobate a jeft, or provoke a 
laugh, at the expence ot a blulh." 
If in diis declaration, he is (hi6tly 
corre6t, I can only lay, that the 
adors in feveral of his Pieces, have 

S'ven him credit, for many witty 
Hies, not of the moil delicate 
kind. 

Voluptuaries' SoLiLoopr* 

*^ I find myfelf in poifeffion of 
fortune, youth, and health, and 
■am determined to enjoy them. 
As pleafure is my objeiEt, I mud 
contrive to make that objedt laft« 
ing; it is evident, that if I 
throw away the means, I can no 
longer compais the end. I per- 
ceive that I mufl not game; for 
though I like play, I do not like to 
lofe what alone can purchafe that, 
which I propofe to enjoy; and I 
do not fee, that the chance of win- 
ning other people's money, can 
compeniiite for the pain I rouft 
4ifier, in being deprived of my 
own. I have refolved, therefore, 
that I will not be a eamefter, 
there IS not common fenie in the 
thought. 

** But if I give up gaming, I am 
determined to take my fwing of 
pleafure. I muft therefore, &(k 
myfelf the queftipn, what is plea- 
fure ? Is it high living and hard 

VoL.il. 



drinking ? There is ndthiitg very 
elegant in it, I confefs; a gluttoa 
is but a forry fellow, and a drunk- 
ard is a bea^ ; befkies, I am not 
fure my conilitution will bear ex- 
cels. I (hall get the gout, and 
grow out of all fliape ; I (ball have 
a red face, full of blotches, a foul 
breath, and be loathfome to the 
women. I cannot bear to think 
of that, for I doat upon them. I 
prefer the favours ot the fair, to 
the company of foakers, fo ^re« 
well to drinking ; I will be ibber^ 
becaufe I Idve pleafure. 

" But if I give up wine, I will 
repay myfelf for the facrifice; I 
will have the finefl girls that money 
can purchafe; nnoney, did I iky ? 
What a found has that. Am I to 
buy beauty with money, and can- 
not I buy love too ? for there it^ 
no pleafure even in beauty, with, 
out love; this unlucky queflion 
gravels me. Mercenary love is 
nonfenfe ; it is flat hypocriiy, and 
difguding. I (hould loathe the 
fawning carefles of a di(iembling 
harlot, whom I pay for falfe fbnd« 
nefs. I find, I am wrong again ; I 
cannot fall in love with a harlot ;- 
(he mud be a modeil woman ; and 
when that befalls me, what then ? 
Why then, if I am violently in 
lovtr, and cannot-igip happy without 
her, there is no '<jfthcr choice, I 
think, I mud even marry her; 
nay, I am fure I mud: For if 
pleafure leads that way, pleafure is 
my obje^V, and marriage is my lot ; 
I am determined, therefore, to mar- 
ry, becaufe I love pleafure. 

" As I have quitted all other 
women for a wife, I am refolved- 
to take pleafure enough in the 
polTeffion of her ; I mud be cau- 
tious, therefore^ that nobody elfe 

I i takes 
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takes the fiune pleafure too ; for, 
otherwife, how have I bettered 
myfelf ? I might as well have re- 
mained upon the common. I 
fliould be a fool indeed, to pay 
fuch a price for a purchafe, and 
Jet in my neighbours for a ftiare ; 
therefore, I am determined to 
keep her to myfelf, for pleafure 
is my only obje6t; and this, I 
take it, is of a kind that will not 
admit of participation. 

** The next queftion is, how I 
nuft contrive to keep her to my- 
felf. Not by force, not by lock- 
ing her up, there is no pleafure 
in that notion ; compulfion is out 
of the cafe, inclination, therefore, 
IS the next thing ; I mud make it 
her own choice to be faithful. It 
feems then, to be incumbent up- 
on me, to make a wife choice $ 
to look well before I fix upon a 
wife, and to ufe her well, when 
I have fixed. I will be very kind 
to her ; becaufe I will not deflroy 
my own pleafure ; and I will be 
very careful of the temptationsj I 
expofe her to, for the fame reaion. 
She (hall not lead the life of your 
fine town ladies. I have a charm- 
ing place in the country,' where 
we will pafs moil of our time; 
there fhe will be fafe, and I (hall 
be happy. I iove pleafure, and 
therefore, I will have little to do 
with that intriguing town, Lon- 
don. I am determined to make 
my houfe in the country, as plea- 
lant as it is poffible. 

** But if I give up the gaieties of 
a town life, and the club, and the 
gaming-table, and the girls, for a 
wife and the country; I will have 
the fports of the country in per- 
fe£^ion ; I will keep the beft pack 
of hounds in England, and hunt 



every day in the week.— — «-But 
hold a moment there, what will 
become of my wife, all the wliile 
I am following the hounds ? Will 
fhe follow nobody, will nobody 
follow her? A pretty figure I 
fliall make, to be chacing a flag, 
and come home with horns on my 
own head. At leaft, I will not 
rifque the experiment : I fball not 
Hke to leave h^r at home, and I 
cannot take her with me, for that 
would iboil my pleafure; and I 
hate a horfe-dog woman, I will 
keep no whipper-in in petticoats. 
I perceive, therefore, I muft give 
up the bounds, for I am determin- 
ed nothing (hall fland in the way 
of my pleafure. 

" Why then, I mufl find out 
fome aadufements that my wife 
can partake in; we nnruft ride 
about the park in fine weather; 
we muft vifit the grounds, and the 
gardens, and plan out improve- 
ments, and make plantations; it 
will be rare employment for the 
poor people. That is a thought 
that never flruck me before ; me. 
thinks there muft be a great deal 
of pleafure in fetting the poor to 
work. I fhall like a farm for the 
fame reafon, and my wife will, 
take pleafure in a dairy; fhe fhall 
have the moft elegant dairy in 
England. I will alfo build a oon- 
fervatory, and fhe fhall have fuch 
plants, and fuch Howers; I have 
a notion, I fhall take pleafure in 
them myfelf. Then, there are a 
thoufand things to do within-doon; 
it is a fine old manfion, I will give 
it an entire repair, it wants new 
furniture, that will be plea&nt 
work for my wife. I perceive, I 
could not afford to keep hounds, 
and do thl& lAto the bargain ; but this 

wiU 
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will girc me moil pleafurc, and my 
wife will partake of it. I recoiled, 
that I have an excellent library, 
wc will have muiic and books, 
that is another pleafure, I had never 
thought of. 

** We probably fhall have chil- 
dren, and they are very pleafant 
company, when they can talk, and 
underfland what is faid to them. 
I find there are a vaft many plea- 
fures in the life I have chalked 
out ; and what a fool fhould I be, 
to throw away my money at the 
gaming-table, or my health at any 
table ; or my affections upon har- 
lots ; or my time upon hounds and 
horfes; or employ either money, 
health, afFe6Vions, or time, in any 
other pleafurcs or purfuits, than 
thefe, which I now perceive, will 
lead roe to folid happinefs in this 
life, and fecure a good chance for 
it hereafter.*' 

WALPOLE ROBERT, Earl 
of-Orford, the firft who 
reduced the golden art of manag- 
ing a fenate into a fyftematic 
fcicnce. ** That every man had 
his pricf ," an opinion not very 
honourable to human integrity, 
was his favourite axiom; Mr. 
Viner, who could dine on roalted 
mutton one day, and eat it cold 
the next, is faid to have been the 
only inftance this minifter ever 
met with in contradiction to his 
theory. It requires little reafon- 
ing to prove, that he who lives 
within his income, is, after all, 
the only independent man; and 
whilft wc fell our votes to candi- 
dates, and fuffer them to fink for- 
tunes in contefted elections, I fee 
no right that conflituents have to 
complain of the venality of their 
members. During the American 



. war, a little proftituted paltry bo> 
rough in the w^ of England, fent 
up infhoidions to their reprefen* 
'tative, to which he paid no at- 
tention, obferving, a few days after^ 
at a friend's table ; " I bought 
them at a fair price, and do the 
fcoundrels think I will^ not make 
my money of them ?" 

** I have a point of fome im- 
portance to carry in the houfe of 
peers, and beg the favour of your 
grace to apply perfonally to your 
brethren, the biihops," faid Sir 
Robert, (a few months before he 
retired, but trhen his power was 
viiibly declining) tohisnrm friend 
the Archbifhop of York, who 
(hook his head at his propofal of 
perfonal application, and made the 
following reply, ** My good friend, 
there is but one way to proceed 
with them, and you may be aiTur- 
ed I will put it in practice ; trouble 
yourfelf no further about the mat- 
ter, and be fecure of their votes, 
as if they had already given them." 
The archbifhop for a few days 
took to his bed, had his knocker 
tied up, the pavement before his 
houfe covered with flraw, and, by 
means of his phyfician, circulated 
reports of the extremity of his 
dangfcr. The bifhops caught at 
the bait, returned to their minif- 
terial duty, Walpole gained his 
end, and a few days after, they had 
a hearty laugh over their wine, at 
the trick they had put on lawn- 
flceves. 

T^is minifter appears to have 
bejen of the opinion of Hobbes, 
** That war, was the greateft of all 
poflible evils,'* and Europe was 
certainly indebted to him and Car- 
dinal Fleury for a long interval of 
peace. That this bleffihg was 

I i a fometimes 
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jbmetimes purcbafed at ihe expence 
-of national honoar, and fometimes 
•of national treafure, they did not 
•pretend to deny; yet a love of 
.peace may fomctimes lead us to 
make too great facrifices to it. 
- He has been generally confider- 
ed as the clandeftine contriver of 
an a6l of parliament for fubmit- 
•ting dramatic pcrfonnances to the 
in(pc<5tion of the Lord Chamber- 
lain, which is, in efFeft, a reftric- 
tion on the liberty of the prefs. 
•An underling was procured to 
fcribble a dramatic piece, called 
the Golden Rump, a farrago of 
obfcenity, blafphemy, and political 
abufe ; a ridicule of every moral 
and religious inditution. It was 
then prefented to Giffard, one of 
the managers, who previoufly 
taught his lefTon, carried it to the 
miniiler ; be^ fhocked at fuch a mafs 
of enormity, canied it down to 
the hoiife, recited fome of the 
xnoil exceptionable pafTages, and an 
aft for fubmitting plays to the 
LiOrd Chamberlain's infpeftion, 
pad almoll unanimonily. 

If this conduft, particularly the 
plan of fabricating the piece, 
could have been inconteftibly 
proved on the minifter, it would 
merit the fevercft cenfure; but, 
like moil other political manoeu- 
vres, and dark crimes, which 
ihun the face of day and obfer- 
yation, fo much privacy was ob- 
fervcd, that it cannot pofitively be 
proved upon him ; yet opportunity 
was too favorable to be accidental. 

Sir Robert Walpole was well ac- 
quainted with the irritability and 
warm temper of his mafter, the 
good, the excellent old king; by 
occafionally giving way to- it, he 
ixi^e hb advaocagei aikd is faid, 



fometime^ to have &bmitttd ft> 
pcrfonal outrage (maoibus pedi- 
oufque) in common with the royal 
•hat. On going one day to court, 
he met the proud Duke of Argyle, 
and faw that he was difcompofed ; 
on enquiring^ he found that the 
king, in the heat of a moment, had 
been guilty of fome trifting inde- 
•corum towards the duke, who was 
not formed of fhifF to fubmtt to ill- 
treatment fi'om any one. ** Your 
grace muft not mind it," faid the 
Premier, «* it has happened to me 
a hundred times; nay, I have, in 
more than one or two inffences, 
been favoured with a kick." 
" Very true," faid the duke, 

** but remember, you are 

not Argyle;" and he walked on 
fullenly to his carriage. 

All the bene6ts which were pro- 
pofed to the country by a long and 
able oppofition to this minifter, 
appear to have been defeated and 
counterafted, by diflenfion and 
felf-intereft ; Sir Robert had his 
peerage in his pocket, and Mr. 
jPulteney degenerated into a (ilcnt 
vote, on the lame bench, with him. 
■Thus has it ever been, wcchange 
men, but perfevere in bad mea- 
fures, and a love of office, and not 
of our country, is too often the 
principal motive for flate alterca- 
tion with political leaders: 

. When will they for the 

people take the field? 
Led not by love, but intereft and 

pride, 
They will not let a king their 

vaflals ride. 
That power, they to thcmfelvcs 

referve alone. 
And fo through thick and thin, 

they fpur old roan. 
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WARTON.THOMAS, pro- 
feifor of hiHory, and fel- 
low of Trinity College, Oxford, 
poet laureat, and decider againft 
the authenticity of the poems at- 
tributed by Chatterton to Rowky. 
The only drawback I can or wifli 
to make,^ from the antiquarian 
acutenefs, the correal tafte, the va- 
rious and indifputable merits of 
Tom Warton, was his tempting 
young men, from fludies which 
were to qualify them for the fup- 
port of their future lives, to frivo- 
lous attainments, luxurious habits, 
and a fyftem which he preached 
and prafticed fo fuccefsfully him- 
felf, *' to laugh and grow fat." 
By the fafci nation of his converfe, 
which was wonderful, and I am 
convinced, without any view but 
the natural one of receiving and 
communicating pleafur^, he drew 
many a young man from the thorny 
paths of ufeful application. 

The jovial attic board, " the fun 
the feather^'' of good dinners, anni- 
verlaries, naufic meetings, expedi- 
tions to Wallingford, London, or 
Woodftock, and a thoufand arts of 
communicating variety to the dull 
famenefs of an Oxford life, which 
^Tom poirefTed beyond moft men, 
were fair and confident, in a pro- 
feflbr of accumulated preferment, 
who had in his time raifed no fmall 
contributions on the bookfellers. 
But they were ruinous in the ex- 
treme, to thofe who had to make 
their way in the world, with nar- 
row fortunes ; who were ill-quali- 
fied to climb or creep in law, phy- 
fic, or divinity,' by their know- 
ledge and attention being confined 
to circulating a bon mot, tranflat- 
ing an antieut black letter infcrip- 



tion, and determining, which col- 
lege excelled in long corks, or had 
a cook berf qualified for fervino up 
harrico of mutton, or hafhed calves 
head. During the two or three 
laft years of his life, warned by 
two fatal and alarming cataftrophes, 
which touched him nearly, he felt 
and acknowledged his erroneous 
condu£t in this refpe6l; which 
when I confider the good polhts 
in his charafter, I am inclined to 
attribute rather to the extravagant 
and erring fpirit of the times in 
which he lived, than to any obli- 
qnity of deiign, in the individual 
himfelf. 

Mr. Warton expofed himfelf to 
the lafh of Peter Pindar, when he 
declared in the orgafm of outrage- 
ous panegyric, that the prefent 
king, who is certainly a good pri- 
vate domeftic chara6ter, was fupe- 
rior in fame to the Edwards and 
Henrys, celebrated in days of old. 
The wicked wit did not lofe the 
opportunity of overwhelming our 
loyal poet, and his royal fubjeft, in 
an irrefiftible torrent of humour, 
irony, and fair fatire. 

I have feen lines addreiTed to the 
fubjeft of this article, foon after 
the change in his fyftem and opi- 
nions; the writer was a young 
man, who exhibited early proofs 
of intelleftual energy, and literary 
powers, but fplit on the rock of 
mifapplication, and miftaking what 
ought only to be the amufement of 
an idle hour, for tlie bufinefs and 
occupation of his life ; fo pafled 
one half of his days, as to amply 
occupy the remainder in repentant 
refle<ftion, and bitter felf-accufa- 
tion, which while they exafpe- 
ratc the wounds of folly and im- 
prudence, 
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prudence, too often difable a man 
from repairing the breaches, in his 
fortune and conftitution. The 
poet began his addrefs with lament- 
ing, the mortifying conclufion of 
his academic vifions, which had 
been once gilded by the flattering 
pencil of ambitious hope ; and af- 
ter telling the laureat that his new 
advice is come too late, and that he 
found it very difficult to confider 
that, as the wrong road, which had 
been fo long, fo gaily, and fo fuc- 
ccCfully trod, by a man of genius 
and high attainment ; he thus pro- 
ceeds, in a meafure nearly ap- 
proaching to what has been deno- 
minated doggrel : 

But you tell me that to iliine as a 

wit, is a jeft, 
That one grain of low cunning's 

worth a tun of the reft 
To fuccecd in the world, and 

that prudence and fenfe. 
Secure a man fame, and friend* 

(hip and pence ; 
Whilft ill-fated genius you're 

ready to fwear. 
Builds chimaeras and caftles aloft 

in the air: 
And Tm tempted to think pru- 
dence better by half. 
Than wit, and a knack at mak- 
ing folks laugh. 
Great men ufe a bard, as rakes 

ufe a where. 
When their end is obtained, 

they'll fee her no more : 
Thus to poets like me, fome kind 

modern patron, 
Gives his beef and his port for 

joking and flatt'ring; 
But when we retire, he feels no 

concern, 
If we fnore on a bulk, or flcep 
in a barn. 



Few are able or willing, like 

Dyfon I fear. 
To allow a poor author three 

hundred a year : 
Or few will befound, thb' I'm 

loth to obferve it, 
Veiy few, who like Akcnfide, 

richly deferve it. 
Come then, common fenfe, be a 

friend to an elf, • 
Who alas is a foe to no man but 

himfelf : 
When the fever of gaming pof- 

fefl^es his foul. 
And love irrefiftiblc proflPers the 

bowl. 
When fefhion and taftc whifpcr 

both in his ear, 
To live like a man with three 

thoufand a year, 
Tho* his elegant ardors and 

wifhes to curfe, 
He has fcarce ever more than ten 

pounds in his purfe ; 
When Bacchus and Venus, thy 

poet invite, 
Do thou jog his elbow to wifh 

them good night : 
When.mahometan White is foar- 

ing due Eaft, 
On the wings of poor Badcock 

who dy'd in the Weft ; 
(Tho' Gabriel neglecting his 

Bath pater-nofter. 
Swears that White is himfelf an 

Arabian impoftor\) 
When an ideot of rank i^ pre- 
tending to chatter. 
Of learning and tafte, yet knows 

nought of the matter ; 
When Cu^nberland fancies the 

drama his glorv, 
And ftufFs his obiervers with old 

Grecian ftory; 
When arm'd at all points great 

Bcllendine Parr, 

'Gainfl 
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'Gainft Curds^szcal wages claf- 

fical war, 
Of difputes long forgot, will be 

fifting the re&fe,, 
And republifh old pamphlets, 

for the fake of a preface, , 
Excell all your Warburtons, 

Jortins and Hurds, 
In fonorous expre&on, and ter-y 

rible words : 
Teach me then my new guide 

more precious than ruby, 
To nod, fmile, and bow, on each 

drivelling booby, 
Let the roughnefs of fatire then 

fmoothly be fil'd. 
And preferment (ball call me her 

favorite child. 
Common fenfe wou'd teach Ed- 
mund when fcolding the houfe. 
Not to fink from fubniiie, to the 

fkip of aloufe; 
Was it fenfe that made Gibbon 

obfcenities quote ? 
And put them in Latin by w*ay 

of a note. 
Did it make him praife Julian 

who threw out luch fhabby 

taunts. 
And boafl of his beard with 

many inhabitants ? 
Did it teach our hiflorian to 

collect from his ftores. 
That Conflantine rais'd a reve- 
nue on whores ? 
And declare with a grave philo* 

fophical meeknefs. 
Seduction and rape, an amiable 

weaknefs? 
But adieu to thefe trifles, from* 

joke I'll be partiiig. 
Since you frown at fatirical 

hints^ my dear Warton, 
And advife me to iludy, la 

White, Blair, and Jortin, 
And infkad of abufing great men 

in my letters, 



Like you get preferment by 

flattering my betters : 
Or the cudgels take up againft 

Gibbon unchriftian, ' 
Under mild HorJeky*s banners, 

that learned Phiiiftia;?!, 
Who arrows polemic fo keenly 

doth try a- 
'Gainfl the grand innovator un- 

Prieftley Goliah. 
IVe try'd all thefe arts 'till in- 
vention's extinguifli'd, 
Caird Moor independent, and 

North a great linguifl. 
Said their brethren the bifhops 

were one great example, 
Of piety, learning, and charity 

ample ; 
I have raii'd againfl fchifm, 

prais'd Grenville for wit, 
I have bullied with Thurlow, 

preach'd morals with Pitt; 
I've attack'd a Frencih writer, 

who, negledling his beads, 
Obferves (while he fcatters here- 
tical feeds) 
Bifhops fhorten commandments, 

but lengthen their creeds. 
All this I have done, and what's 

my reward ? 
To preach faft a-lleep half .Far- 

ringdon ward. 
To eat once a week the Church- 
warden's mutton. 
Bear the rafcal's coarfe jokes, 

and flatter a glutton ; 
Hear his wife and his daughter 

retail city wit, 
While Mils is (o naruous^ fhe 

can't eat a bit ; 
Tho' I know all the time, fpite 

of mincing and munching, 
She has eat rowl and ham by the 

pound for a luncheon : 
Tempted ftrone by her cafli to 
take for a wife, 

What's 
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What's furc to tormcot mc the 

reft of my life : 
Thus for fad nafty mixtures, to 

doctors wc fend, 
Tho' the ftomach revolts, yet our 

habits they mend. 
Thus to llarve as a curate, I my 

life muft devote, 
Or many a woman who's juft 

like a goat : 
Whofe beard on her chin grows 

fo (hockingly high. 
That fhe wants a (harp razor 

much oft*ner than I ; 
Her mother foft whifpers, as (he 

helps roe to gravy, 
/ realfy imagines our Polly nucx^d 

haveyou, 
I once was in love, but how the 

times alter, 
Now Hymen's (ilk noofe, looks 

to me like a baiter ; 
Muft I, once remark'd for an 

elegant wifh. 
From turbot and {almon, fit 

down to fait fiih ? 
Muft I, once fo bleft by the 

Manciple's daughter. 
Who amongft Oxford bucks 

made fuch terrible flaughter ? 
Muft I, who have rifled a boibm 

of fnow. 
At laft feed in London on liver 

and crow ? 
Muft I, who admir'd a delicate 

(kin, 
Bed and board with a woman as 

ugly as fin ? 
\A monfter, a fcarecrow, by 

night and by day, 
To freeze all defire, fright paf- 

fion away: 
Who ferves her poor face (O 

that cruel fmall pox) 
As great audioneers ferve a vile 

country box.4 



E'er the day of fale comes, cv'ry 

effort is try'd, 
With whitewafti and plaifter, the 

mnd-wall to hide. 
Yet the bidders all find, tho' ply'd 

well with tokay. 
The pleafure ground boggy, and 

the chimnies all fmoky. 
The lifeof apeafantfar pleafanter 

proves. 
Contentment and health with 

the woman he loves, 
Tho' fortune denies him ragouts 

and rich treats, 
Delight gives a zcft to the morfcl 

he eats, 
He awakes undifturb'd by en- 
nui or pain. 
To charms which a monarclk 

wou'd figh for in vain ; 
The vigor of health infpirits each 

kifs. 
While Cupid and Hymen botli 

haHow the hlifs. 
Such once were my dreams, 

when my mind us'd to rove, 
On the arrow of Cupid, and 

Venus's dove ; 
Is ther^ not caufe enough for a 

man to be foiiy at, 
But the fubjea we'll quit, now 

for you Mr. Laureat: 
You remember I promis'd I'd 

take flioi tly the fi*eedom. 
To fend .you inftrudions, wou'd 

you deign but to read 'em. 
I have fent them at laft, but at 

Trinity College, 
You are lb full of andques, an4 

of old gpthic knowledge, 
Of knights-fees, of priefts, of old 

books of mafs. 
Of old frefcoed walls, and old 

painted glais ; 
Of devoting your trmc to black 

letter'dnon&aie, 

Whick 
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Which to read or to write has 

been given up long fince- 
As if it imported three half 

farthing candies. 
Whether Alfred was chriften'd, 

or h is daughters wore iandals; 
If the heel of Achilles ^as hn- 

perfedtly dipt, 
Or if Milton, at Oxford^ is the 

laft who was whipt; 
Tho' Johnfon has try'd, like a 

friend to our church. 
To prove the republican tailed 

of birch ; 
Or to find by a lucky inquifitive 

knacky 
That Augufijus had never aihirt 

to his back : 
' That Zenobia's eyes were black 

as a (loe. 
That file fcolded Longinus whea 

he trod on her toe ; • 
That queen Cleopatra was a 

fweet charming finger, 
'Kad a mole on her neck, and a 

crooked fore-finger; 
That Richard th^ Third, whom 

we all fo abufe. 
Was a goodfwt of man as ever 

wore fhoes. 
On fubjefts like thefe while 

you're folemnly preaching, 
I prefume on your patience, and 

venture on teaching: 
But leaft by my verfe, I the 

theme fhou'd difgrace. 
My doggrel I'U quit, and alter 

my pace. 

Instructions to the Laureat. 

When with your annual ode you 

next refort, 
■Wou'd yovL for once but warble 

truth at court; 
%f trath I mean, not ba& malig* 

nant rhymes, 
Vol. U. 



That flander kings, and viliify 

the times, 
That injure humble merit, jn- 

tient, meek. 
And forcie the tear down Wo« 

man's lovely cheek. 
With coarfe inveftive tho rode 

page adorn. 
And hold mi^ortune up to pub- 
lic fcorn. 
Now our lov'd king whofe fete 

made nations groan, 
Is firmly feated on fiiir reafbn's 

throne. 
Now let thy laurel'd Mufe fe- 

renely gay. 
Pour truth's choice gif^s on this 

aufpicious day. 
Then future times thy praifes 

fhall rehearfe. 
And hail thee more than a mere 

man ofnferfe. 
For Norman minfirelfy, and 

ivy'd towers. 
Knight-errant tales, and Spenfer's 

fairy bowers. 
In dulcet notes, and harmony 

divine. 
Let admoniticm point thy- int>ral 

line. 
Let thefe great truths, the-cour- 

tier's ch'at o'erwhelm ; 
^* A king of parties rules but 

half his realm, 
** Or whig or tory let trot merit 

be, 
*^ The only badge of worthinefs 

to thee, 
•* Poflerf of that, tho' aot a fin- 

gie vote, 
*<Cheri(h the ftranger in a 

thread-bare coat. 
** Tis not to view a fleet with 

fails unfiirl'd, 
** Or nightly trace tbc pbn^taiy 

w6rlc^ 
K k « Tis 
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" 'Tb pot with trifling racchan- 

ifm to play, 
. <' And wafle in happy niek- 

nacks, half the day, 
. * * Tis not with fcrvants to throw 

off reftrainty 
'* Hear Siddons read, and teach 

good Weft to paint ; 
" To faft and pray, to roll th' 

uplifted eye, , 
** Axe what the vcricft bigot can 

fupply ; 
" Tis not to tempt by pageantry 

and glare, 
** The mobs huzza, the crowds 

unmeaning dare, 
** In thefc the hays from thee 

are eafy won, 
** By prayV and feft the bigot 

Philip (hone, 
*^ And while his Belgic regions 

flowed with blood, 
^^ A fawning clergy calPd him 

great and good. 
<* la a£b like theie thy iiame can 

never live, 
** For tbefe are proofs that any 

man cou'd give. 
^ WIkU tho' the nation haftily 

complies, 
** With frequent mfifrages, and 

large ibpplies: 
«* Tho' often craving, flill fo 

odd your fate, 
''You beg of bankrupts, yet 

accumtlate. 

Thus tome young heir whom 

wealthy (ires have left, 
^'Of no one gift but common 

fenie bereft, 
*' Thoughtleffi and gay expen- 

five arts explores, 
<^ With glittering gamblers and 

Italian whores; 
<< Newmarket bets, el€6tton con* 
lefts dire. 



*' And diffipation fet h\i foul tm 

fire; 
*' At laft reflection comes when 

all is fpent, 
** And pofb him quickly to the 

Continent ; 
*' As he departs, the fteward 

makes his bow, 
** Of all his goods and chattels 

mafter now. 
" Your royal offspring, we ad- 
mit, demand 
*' Your foft folicitude and r^rr 

ing hand, 
" Yet fubjec^s are your children, 

who obey, 
** And claim your tendcreft love 

as well as they : 
** What if for us you had un- 

lock'd your ftore, 
" And rich yourfelf, had fpar'd 

the real pow ; 
" I-eft us untaxed a fhort liv'd 

peace to prove, 
" You have no caufe to doubt 

your people's love. 
** Survey thy land with phy'i 

melting eyes, 
** Dcvour'd with impoft, taxes, 

and excife. 
** Feel for thetr woes^ thy pri- 
vate favings give, 
" Struggling with want in mifery 

they live, 
** Except the chofen few, in 

affluence proud, 
** Who fly to London's fafcmat- 

ing crowd, 
** Leaving the haplefs villager a 

prey 
** To pain and hunger through 

, the tedious day. 
*' To Cam and Ifis turn a 

fearching eye, 
^* On either (lands a univer- 
fity, 

<* Where 



*• Where old abufe fupports her 

drowzy reign^ 
•• And i^on cries refofin, but 

cries in vain : 
** There raw from fchool the 

beardieis freih-man runs, 
'< To drefs and freedom, fing- 

fong, wine and dims. 
^^Pkafure's aliurements he at 

firft repels, 
«< But the bow) mantles, and his 

pulfe rebels; 
** Ungovern'd here, a copious 

(lore he lays, 
** Of pangs repentant for his 

future days. 
*^ Tutors and prodors all in min 

join, 
"They dare not frown, who 

help to drink his wine ; 
*' His eyes old coins inflead of 

bibles fearch, 
**Hume and Voltaire prepare 

him for the church ; 
** At length amended by afflic- 
tion's rod, 
** The man of fin becomes a 

man of God. 
** A vacancy proclaim'd to ar- 
dent hopes, 
** A lonely fellow he no longer 

mopes, 
•* The tefts elaborate, enfnaring 

creeds, 
** Opprefs*d with debt, he figns, 

but never reads ; 
** Hades to that living he hath 

purchased dear, 
V And life devotes to doubt, fuf- 

pence and fear. 
** Next view that church in 

which thou art fupreme, 
*• Where bifhops dumber, deans 

and chapters dream, 
** No airy vifions theirs, like 

luckleis bards, 
** They dream of gold, and 

wake to rich rewards ^ 
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<« Whilft thofe who hbcfar mod 

are paid the worft, 
**Thc curate thin with holy 

drudg'rv airft, 
<< Trembling, with hat in hand, 

he fees from far, 
** The mitred prelate in his 

fplendid car; 
<^ And hateful tythes from 

brawnv labour tear, 
"The hard-eam'd morfel of 

the fcanty year. 
" Here a few weeks the phindiil 

may fport, 
** But fpends his happier hours 

at cards and court, 
" Leaving his curate to the 

ruftic taunt, 
** Againft church livings he muft 

ever want. 
«* Fanatics, infidels, and tythe* 

men's jars, 
<< The parifli fill with hatred, 

vice and wars. 
** Yet abfentees are not of ills the 

worft, 
** Opprefs'd by refidents, are 

doubly curft ; 
<* Behold yon pars'nage, -where 

a pallifade, 
** And new made Mi overlook 

the borderM glade ; 
" Amidft his fiock, of ills to fill 

their cup, 
** The reaor live*, he lives and 
. eats them up : 

«* His rev'rcnce hear, in church- 
men's rights how loud, 
<* Deep leam'd in modus, and 

his glebe well plough'd ; 
«• The reaor fee, weB ikill'd"^ 

in price of corn, 
" Do fenfe and learning his 

arch'd brow adorn ? 
" He was at college every 

icholar's ktim ; 
" But faith untainted orthodox 

fupplies 
K k a «« The 
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<< The want of oCher diriftbui 

qualities. 
**What volatnes thofe which 

claim his cooftant looks ? 
*^ No doubt a bihle» and fome 

godly books ; 
<^ A fmall midake^ look nearer, 

you'll difcem, 
»* Blackftonc, a Trad oa Tythes, 

and Juftice Burn : 
**Hts woisBip dready by bis 

commands abide, 
** The Jaws of God and man are 

on his fide : 

I^e the poet takes occajion to ratfe 
his 'voice againfi uniting the jufiice tf 
peace 'with the clergyman^ a cujtom he 
^fervei daily gaining ground^ hut 
fraught nuiih faious evilsy and too 
rfien arming the little tyrant bf his 
farijh nxiith donga ous and irrefiftible 
fonver ; the lanjus cf Cod and man are 
called in to fuppcrt him; bejides^ the 
palm of the diinne^ becomes by this 
means freauently tarmfbed^ by thegreajy 
fanu of the fmug^lo' and the poache\ 

** Around his houfe &e fcowl- 

ing fmugglers lag, ^ 
** To leave the hare, or drop 

the monthly keg : 
*^ Like old inquifitors, who 

preached the word, . 
** He to the bible adds a two- 

edg'd fword : 
** Him if on earth his gentle' 

Saviour fe^ 
•* Who mildly came difpen- 

fing joy and eafe, 
** He fcarce will think a mi- 

nifter of peace. 
•* His furious tenets charity con. 

found,' 
** While Athanafian curfes echo 

round. 
** Martyr of vice, and ruddy 

with the bowl. 



^ He ev*ry Lent fiill damns his 

neighbour's foul ; . 
•* And tho* religion, heavily 

maid came down, 
«* To foothe our forrows with a 

heav'nly crown, 
^ He turns this manna the Al- 
mighty fent, 
** To curfi», tyranny, and pu- 

nifhment. 
** His deeds, Arx vain profeffion 

clearly prove, 
** Forgot that ?ffw, that befi 

command, to love. 
•* And can we wonder that from 

guides like thefe, 
, ** Who from religioir banifli 

chriftian peace, 
*♦ The crowd mifled fhou'd turn 

their fickle eyes, 
•* To fuperftition, rant, ind 

mockeries ? 
^* Thefe points demand thy care 

my royal fire, 
** Reform in thefe, thy people 

ail defire, 
^* Except the fleek ecclefiaftic 

moth, 
«* Who will defert thee in the 

day of wrath ; 
** Thefe and a fervile, bafe, infi- 

dious tribe, 
" With flatefmen's quibbles 

wou'd thy reafon bribe, 
** Thefe hoaty errors keep at any 

rate, 
** Calling religion, u mere nuheel 

rf fiate, 
•* Reform, my fire, fhall give 

thee tailing fame, 
^< And Patriot King fhall be thy 

futuqe name.*' 

WALCOT, JOHN, a coun- 
try furgeon, a Jamaica 
clergyman, and lafljy, a^fatirical 
poet, poflefling a rich vein of hu- 
inouri and a lively imagination. 

Wit, 
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IVlt, tbfltVkncAias weapoo, whkh 
lb few poflck, without- cxcrdfing 
it at the expence of their neigh- 
bours, rendered his counUr fitu- 
tioa unooinfoitable, and he wis 
induced, by repeated altercations, 
at laft to relinqcifli the different 
Vsranches of a proieffion, which 
be had pradifed, for fome rears, 
in a Cornilh borough. 

A blind ilory has been circu« 
lated, of his having experienced 
the fate of Dryden, who was 
** |H^is'd and cudgel'd for ano- 
ther's rhymes'* — ^nor is it impro- 
bable, that a roan of genius, fur-» 
rounded by ruilic doUneis or en' 
vious malignity, ihould repay in- 
fult with farcafm, and occaJSonally 
feel the lefentment of thofc who 
had (Irong arms but weak heads. 

He went in the train of Gover- 
nor Trelawney to the Weft Indies, 
where he officiated, for fome time^ 
as a clergyman ; but that corred- 
nefs of manners which we have a 
right to expe^ in a Chriftian mi- 
ni fter, was incompatible with the 
eccentric impuMes of our poet, 
who foon got rid of what one of 
his predecelTors has called, the me- 
chanical part of the priefthood ; 
ftimulated by the confcioufhefs oJF 
fuperior merit, he haltened to the 
metropolis. 

Having aiTumed the name of 
Peter Pindar, he has long amufed 
the town, while kings, filly lords, 
feeble connoi0eurs, daubing paint- 
ers, and dull hiilorians, have 
fmarted under his lafti. His at* 
tacks on a certain exalted charac- 
ter, were in fome inflances per- 
fe€tly fair, but in others, the fa- 
tirift has forgot, that a king had a 
right to be treated like a gentl«. 



mao. The ^ickal, bat wictf 
couplet, OD the regal mabdf , was 

inhuman and unjulHfiable.' 

Yet, our p2c3r&Dt and enlist- 
cned £tfirift has bceu efficacious^ 
as well as entertiining ; fofiie he 
has punifhed, and what is of more 
importance, fome he has reformed. 
Several perfons well known at 
court, and in the belles Icttres, 
were fair game, and he has com- 
pletely hunted them down. The 
empt\* peer, pert, arrogant, and 
infipid, with no one claim to no- 
tice, but a royal nod, has ihninic 
to his original infignificance. Af- 
feded connoifieurs, ignorant pa* 
trons, and pretended literati, have 
diminifhed their tumid importance, 
and unmerited pretenfions. From 
bating raw meat, and baking them- 
felves in ovens, our men of fcience 
have engaged in more rational 
purfuits, and have turned their 
attention to obje^, at once ufeful 
and ornamental. Some of the late 
produdions of this author lu^e 
been confidered as unequal to the 
firft efforts of hi^ mule ; indeed 
we cannot be furprized if this is 
the cafe; Where is the mind ftored 
with inexhauftible materials ? Will 
the field that never lies fallow an- 
nually produce a plentiful crop ? 

As the copy right of his works 
has put a handfome fum in his 
pocket, and placed him above ne* 
celEty, fome friend fhould advife 
him to abftain for a time fi*om the 
prefs; fo will he return with re- 
newed vigor, and enter again the 
lifts with ftrength unimpaired. To 
be everlaftingly drawinjr from th% 
fources of intclleft, without giving 
time for ideas to germinate and 
iboot forth, muft intimately pro- 
duce 
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dure barrcnnefs of foil, or a pro- 
duft, crude, half-formed, and un- 
timely. 

The forte of Peter Pindar lies 
in telling droll (lories, and reciting 
ridiculous anecdotes, but he dege- 
nerates, occalionally, into party 
virulence, and is fometimes culpa- 
bly indelicate ; beiides. 

The dale ik>ry, and antiquated 
jeft. 

When oft' repeated, lofe at laft 
their zeft. 

In addreffing panegyric drains to 
Carleton-houw, Mr. not Dr. Wal- 
cot appears totally out of his eler 
ment, nor has he, in any inflance, 
bandied hispcn with a worfe grace ; 
he is not formed by nature, nor, 
as I am told, by inclination, for 
a beftower of the meed of praife : 
in this inflance, it is neither fele^, 
happy, or appropriate. 

He has been juflly (Hied the Ho- 
garth of ParnafTus ; whatever (Iruck 
him in the fcenes of life as (habby, 
affe6led, bafe, mean, or enormous, 
he has placed in a point of view, 
at once odious, ridiculous, and 
irrefidibly laughable. I once read 
his lines on the midnight freaks of 
cats, which he defcribes as he faw 
them from a window, by moon- 
light, (landing in his (liirt; and 
his dire6lions to a carpenter, on 
the fubje^l of preparing a coffin, 
fuppofed to be written by a huf- 
band who had jud loft his wife, in 
which he particularly defires the 
fcrews may be long, and the oak 
fubftantial ; and they produced in 
the company greater burfts of mer- 
riment, than I ever faw produced 
by any literary compofition. The 
merit of thefe pieces, cither in 
veriilication or invention, is (len- 



der ; yet they had the ' kn^ck et 
(Iriking the right (Iring, that 
*' chord which, when properly 
touched, the human heart is to 
formed, as to vibrate in uniibn 
with it." With all his bumorous 
propenfities, his pen has produced 
leveral fonnets, breathiag the ge* 
nuine language of poetrj^ and gSoA 
tafte ; tender, patnetic, and deli- 
cately fentimental, infoiring the 
raptures of love, andf the isA 
emotions of defire. 

WARD, JOSHUA, a dry- 
falter, of Thames-ftreet, 
and afterwards inventor of certain 
medicines, which, thoujgh we ww 
hear fo little concernmg them, 
rouzed in their day univerfal at- 
tention, and became a fplendid 
foundation of fame and fortune to 
the lucky proje£lor. 

His houfe in the city, and the 
whole of his property, having 
been deftroyed by fire, at a period . 
when infurance was little known 
and rarely pra£lifed, his commer- 
cial pro(pe6ls were blafted, and 
he was fpurred by the ufeful, but 
unpleafant (limulus of a ruined 
fortune, to intelle^hial exertion. 
After purfuing chemical (ludiesa 
few years on the Continent, in an 
infpired or a propitious moment, he 
hit on his famous drop and pill. 
With thefe and other powerful 
agents at his difpofal, he returned 
to his native country, and excited 
no fmall oppofition, by a bold, 
but, generally fpeaking, a fucceis- 
fill pra6lice, in a numerous but 
obftmate clafs of difeafes, which, 
before and (luce his time, have fo 
often proved a (liimbline block to 
the pra6litioners of phyuc. 

His opponents, in the more re- 
gular 
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gular platoons of their pr&fei&on, 
attempted to crufli our refolute in- 
terloper, by argument, by. ridicule, 
and by legal authority. He an- 
swered and confuted them by a 
long catalogue of hopelefs ca^es, 
abandoned by the faculty, but for- 
tunately treated by himfelf. He 
retorted on his enemies the accufa- 
tion of Something worfe than ig- 
norance and audacity, and boldly 
charged them with locking up or 
neglecting potent preparations, 
which they were too indolent or 
too timid to make ufe of them- 
Telves, and too envious to allow 
the privilege to othere. He added, 
that their elaborate preparations 
and naufeous compounds, their 
alexiterials, alexipharmicks, and 
cordiah, were only calculated to 
harrafs the miferable patient, and 
lengthen his apothecary's oill. 

An application he recommended 
for the King's hand eftablilhed his 
reputation beybnd the reach of 
malignancy or competition; and 
he was protected, by a folemn 
vote of the Houfe of Commons, 
from the anathemas and interdic- 
tions of the College. We may 
judge of the refpe6table ftate of 
his finances, when, on being de- 
iired to name the remuneration he 
expe6ted from his royal patient, 
he replied, that permiffion to drive 
his equipage (which was remark- 
able for bulky magnificence) 
through St. James's Park, would 
be the moft gratifying fee. In ad- 
dition to this didinguilhing mark 
of royal favor, promotion was af- 
terwards befbwed on his nephew, 
General Ganfell, whofe military 
refcue from an arreft afforded fuel, 
many years afterwards, to the in- 



flammatory^ hut well-written invec- 
tive of Junius. 

The circumftance, of medicines 
once fo celebrated being now al- 
moin forgotten, has induced certain 
adepts in the art of doubting, to 
queflion their having ever been 
really entitled to tl:^ reputation 
they once enjoyed. When we re- 
collect the bans of thefe prepara- 
tions, it would be foolifh and ab« 
furd to doubt their active powers, 
particularly when we confider the 
miracles of chemiftry, and its 
wonder-working operations on a 
mineral, feieCted from, the materia 
medica by one who, whatever his 
defeats might be in the regular 
college routine, was confelTedly 
pofTeiTed of gifts which, though no 
fciences, are fairly worth them all, 
acutenefs and common fenfe. 

To this may be added an obfer- 
vation, which I have had occafion 
to mention more than once in this 
collection. It is, that the bulk of 
mankind require more than com- 
mon inducements to entice them . 
to purfue the path which leads to 
their own welfare and real intereft. 
Common motives have been found ^ 
generally infufficient. Something 
more than mere light and Ihade 
are required, to enliven the (till 
pidure of private life, and the 
dull uniformity of bare utility. To 
render it attraftive, it muft be oc- 
cafionally varied, embellifhcd, and 
contrafted, by the romantic wild- 
nefs of Salvator, the painful dif- 
plays of Spagnoletti, the delicate 
ftrokes of a Titian, and the mor- 
bidezza of Guido. In a word, 
fancy, imagination, ^ and fplendor, 
muft be called in ; fenfibility muft 
be awakened, pride foothed, and 
enthufiafm , 
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cnthu<!a^m rouzwi, to forward the 
wholefpmc imprcffions of truth and 
plain h€t. To take advantage of 
this theory, which I have enforced 
and exemplified in the article Pa- 
racelfus, and to apply it, with 
dexterity, to the various wants and 
wi files of mankind, feems the 
ivhole myftery of quackery, in law, 
phytic, and divinity. 

A cool, fober-headed Englifh- 
man, with all his prejudices againft 
the eccentricities, whims, and ca- 
prices of his French neighbours, 
if indifpofed, and advifed to take 
phyfic by his family apothecary, 
would, perhaps, liden to him with 
fiirly impatience, and, after many 
ftruggles, fubmit to his difcipline 
with the naufea of hopelefs indif* 
ferencc. Perhaps the fame odd 
compound of flefh and blood, vir- 
tue and infirmity, would attend 
with admiration to the flouriihing 
harangue of an empirick, defcend- 
ing from his fplendid vehicle ; fur- 
vey his liveries and his equipage 
with complacency, and after hear- 
ing of specifics, anodynes, and 
cordials, fwallow all he heard and 
all he faw with implicit confidence, 
on being told, that my Lord Dafti- 
all had found vaft benefit, or that 
Lady Mary Jehu had taken them 
with wonderful effed. Before we 
fmile at or dondenm fucK conduft, 
let us be well afifured, that on the 
inoft impottant occafions of life, 
we have a6ted with more confift- 
cncy, or been guided by greater 
wifdoin. 

The ft)Uowing jeu d'efprit ap. 
peared in a public print in the 
vear 1736; it W4s occafioned by 
th-. Ward, the Chevalier Taylor, 
and Mrs. Mapp^ a famous bone- 



fetter, appearing together In tbtf 
boxes at the theatre in Lincoln's 
Inn-Fields. Part of the entertain- 
ment of the evening confifted of a 
piece in which mock reprefenta- 
tives of thefe three celebrated per- 
fonages were introduced on the 
ftage. 

While Mapp to th' aftors fliew'd 

a kind regard. 
On one fide Taylor lat, on th* 

other Ward ; 
When their mock perfons of the 

drama came. 
Both Ward and Taylor thought 

it hurt their feme ; 
WonderM how Mapp cou'd id 

good humor be ; 
Zounds, cry'd the manly dame, 

it hurts not me^ 
Quacks without art may either 

blind or kill. 
But demmftratim ihews that mine 

is ikill. 

It may be no improper appen- 
dix to Ward's article, to obferve^ 
that his cotemporary, Mrs. Mapp^ 
the fubje^ of the preceding pa- 
negyric, was the daughter of a 
bone fetter, in North Wiltfliirc, 
and remarkable for mafculiqe iotsxi 
and coarfe manners ; from natural 
acutenefs, and the opportunities 
afforded by her fether's pra6Hce, 
having turned her attention to the 
management of fra^res and dif- 
locations, and acquired confidera- 
ble dexterity, particularly in the 
application of bandages, ihe fettled 
at Epfom, and in the infolence of 
fuccefs, or the prefumption of real 
merit, advertiled, that (he would 
not fuffer any medical man to fee 
her apply a roller, without a 
previous fee of fivcguinc^s. 

Having 
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Having rouzed the avaricious 
hopes of a lover, by the little for- 
tune which her father had left, in 
a thovrghtlefs moment Ihe married, 
but her perfon not being attra6tive, 
this feithlels partner retreated with 
the whole of her property. Bereft 
of fether, hufband, and money, 
our undaunted female bore her 
misfortune with refolution, and, 
by induftry or bold pra6lice, ac- 
q^uired confiderable profit and fame 
in her paternal profeffion ; was pa- 
tronized by Sir Hans Sloane, and 
being fi-equently fent for to town ; 
on fuch occafions it was her pride 
or her folly to appear in a coach 
and four. 

A medical friend, by traditional 
information of his father, from 
Sir Hans, informs me, that the 
cafes in which our female furgeon 
fucceeded, were for the moft part, 
fra^res, which had never united, 
and that the whole fecret of her 
proceis was, to endeavour, by va- 
rious, and often violent meaps, to 
excite a new inflammation, which 
generally caufed the bone to unite, 
and effedtually anfwered the defired 
purpofe. 

In one of her vifits to the me- 
tropolis, from the grandeur of her 
equipage, or the peculiarity of her 
drefs, a long loofe robe, our adven- 
turer being miftaken for a miftrefs 
of the old King, or fome unpo- 
pular Geiman perfonage, was Hop- 
ped, furrounded, and bitterly re- 
viled by the mob. On being in- 
formed' of the jeopardy of her 
fituation, (he extricated herfeif 
from it with admirable prefence of 
mind, by the following laconic 
addrefs to the multitude, for whbfe 
meridian it was admirably calcu- 
lated. ** Damn your bloods,, don*t 
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you know me ? I am Mrs. Mapp, 
the bone-fetter." The crowd hitz- 
za'd, the coachman Imacked h'js 
whip, and conveyed his-miftriefi 
in triumph and fafety to her houfe. 
With the ufual profufion of thofe 
who get money eafily, and in the 
inftituation particularly incident to 
perfons of her defcription, fhe 
lived without prudence, and died 
in abfolute want. 

WESTLEY, JOHN, though 
not abfolutely the founder 
of his fed, an early, a confidera- 
ble, and zealous methpdift preach- 
er, who appears to have (elefted, 
with fagacity, his religious fyflem 
from the Catholic, Geneva, Lu- 
theran, and Moravian churches. 
By courting perfecution and invit- 
ing contempt (with him, a favorite 
tenet) he fuccefsfully worked on' a 
powerful paffioh of the human 
breaft, which conciliates us more 
readily to thofe, who pradifing or 
afFe6ting the fins and infirmities 
common to our nature, place them- 
felves on a flattering level with the 
herd and bulk of mankind, whofe 
pride is wounded, and refenjment 
excited, by. a prefumptuous pre- 
tenfion ta manners more correft, 
and conduct more perfeft, than 
their own. 

On this foundation ftone of fel^ 
degradation, he reared a ftrufture 
of popularity, fanatic defpotifin, 
influence, and charitable contribu- 
tion, which, falling little fliort of 
the fplendid pinnacles of Dominick 
and Ignatius, promifeis to for ex- 
ceed them in ilability and dura- 
tion. 

During his infancy, a houfe in 
which he was^fleepii»g being on 
fire, the child was fnatched froip. 
the bed with much difficulty, and 
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narrowly efcapcd burning. " Ex 
ignc ereptus," he happily applied 
to himfelf ; and this brand caught 
from the fire, afterwards proved a 
zealous, ufeful, and, I belie ve, a 
very confcientious man. 

It may probably be expelled, 
that I ihould join the cry againft 
the enthufiafin and rant of metho- 
difm. But, while we have an in- 
dolent clerg}', I fee no medium 
for the lower. ranks of mankind 
to obferve, between a total direlic- 
tion of religious duties, or their 
following, what I readily* agree 
they too often prove — blind guides. 

Yet, with ail its evils, and with 
fome abfurdilties, methodifm has 
been found eife£tual in purifying 
the vulgar and amending the mob, 
who require (and why are they 
npt to be indulged ?) other motives, 
and inftruments more powerful 
than reafon and common fenfe, to 
alarm, to rouze and flimulate their 
hopes and fears. A fcore or two 
of weak-headed people haugmgor 
drowning themfelves, and a dozen 
or two lufty baflards, got by their 
vigorous paflors in an unguarded 
mopent^ is furcly purchafing, at 
a cheap rate, regularity of man- 
ners, peace, and order, ^mong 
our hewers of wood and drawers 
of water. 

Mr. Wcftley diffufed among a 
defperate, a dangerous, and dege- 
nerate race of men, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Briflol, a love of de- 
cency and religious knowledge ; a 
praiie - worthy and meritorious 
work! 

To fpread o'er American wilds, 
order and civilization ; to pour on 
the aftonilhed mind of the favage 
cannibal, gofpel truths ; to bend 
untutored ignorance to faith or 



acquiefccncc, have (ignalized the 
'martyr, and canonized the faint. 
Yet I am of opinion, that greater 
difficulties and dangers prefent 
themfelves to the reclaimer of a 
wallowing European, from filthy 
iniquity and furly ignorance ; the 
man* who attempts to coerce and 
reflrain inveterate habits, furious 
paffions, and to perfuade animals, 
Icarcely fufceptible of any plea- 
fure, but grofs and fenfual gratifi- 
cation, has obftacles to furmount, 
unknown to an inftru6ior of the 
fimple but unpolluted fons of na- 
ture. 

A few months fince, paffing a 
confiderable thoroughfare* fur- 
rounded by the inns of court, I 
was a fpedlator of the different 
treatment preachers of the golpel 
experience, in^ different fituations. 
Being (topped by a crowd, the 
voice and zeal of an itinerant 
holder-forth excited my attention. 
I liftened to his extempore ha- 
rangue, which was animated, fen- 
fible, and well delivered. His 
efforts were fervent, his language 
clear, and his arguments, drawn 
from heaven and hell, death and 
judgment, were affecting. The 
multitude was motion lefs and fi- 
lent, when two beadles made their 
appearance, fuddenly laid hands 
on the preacher, and led him off 
(I think illegally) in difgrace. — 
A boy from the fame fpot might 
have thrown a (tone againft a 
church, which affords a finecurc 
of eight hundred pounds a year ta 
a young Oxonian, who is an ex- 
cellent ftiot, and rides the beft geld* 
ing in a neighbouring county. 

It was the fate of Mr. Weftley 
to come under the lafh of War- 
burton, who, in his Dodtrine of 
<jrace,' 
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Grace, after much of (what Diy- 
dcn would have called) horfe-play, 
feys, that the devil a6ted as mid- 
wife to Weftley's new-born babes. 
" In Warburton's work" (fays the 
late Mr. Badcock) *' there is too 
much levity for a bifhop, and too 
much illiberal abufe for a Chrif- 
tian." 

The following bold apoflrophe 
occurs in fome of Weftley's pro- 
ductions. ** If I leave behind me 
ten pounds, above my debts, and 
the little arrears of my fellowfhip, 
let every one bear witnefs againft 
me, that I lived and died a thief 
add a robber." The pofthumous 
ftate of his finances eftabliflied the 
truth of this animated declaration. 

Part of a hymn on a dying fe- 
male finner, written by this apo/"- 
tle of methodifm,' is worth re- 
cording ; it once made a flrong 
impremon on me, and diffufed a 
not unpleaiing melancholy over 
my mind, on hearing it recited 
by one, whom I have not often 
heard without emotion, and feldom 
without improvement. To this 
lady my collection is indebted for 
the article affigned to Mrs. Wooll- 
ftoncroft, in this volume. ^ The- 
following are Mr. Weftley's affeCt- 
ing Stanzas. 

Ah, lovely appearance of death ! 
No fight upon earth is fo fair; 

Not all the gay pageants that 
breathe 
Can with a dead body com- 
pare: 

With folemn delight I furvey 
A Gorpfe when the fpirit isfled. 

In love with its beautiful clay, 
And wilhingto lie in its ftead. 

The wanderer's head is at reft, 
Its aching and throhbings are 
o'er. 



The quiet, immoveable breaft. 
Is heav'd by afflidion no 
more. 

This heart is no longer the feat 
Of iicknefs, of lorrow, and 
pain. 

It ceafes to flutter and beat. 
It never fhall flutter again. 

Thofe lids (he fo feldom cou'd 
clofe. 
By forrow forbidden to fleep, 

Seai'd up in eternal repofe. 
Have ftrangely forgotten to 
weep. 

It has been fhrewdly faid, by 
the fubje^t of the prefent article, 
in his Obfervations on the Hiftory 
of England (for he was led, by 
the verlatility of genius, to hiftory 
and phyfic, as well as divinity) 
that the family of the Steuarts w- 
ifer had, at an^ time^ 2l right to the 
Englifti crown. He fupports this 
aflertion from the circumftance of 
Ifabella, confort of King John, 
being the wife of another man, 
the Count d^ la Mardie, at the 
time the King married her, which 
certainly baftardized her children 
by John. But even John himfelf 
had no right, for prior to him was. 
Matilda, from whom King George 
the Third is lineally defcended. 

The Primitive Phyfic of Mr. 
Weftley had the merit of good de- 
fign, but venturing out of his 
depth, in a fubje^t, on which he 
trufted to exploded receipts and 
fantaftic whim, rather than iudi- 
cious authors, or adual obferva- 
tion ; many of his remedies are 
ineffectual, too many highly dan- 
gerous, and the work laid him 
open to the attacks of his enemies. 

A modem writer, who has ad. 
ded the energy of truth to good 
poetry, wt ahvaj^s united, has paid 
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a fincere tribute of praifeto a man, 
who fpent a long and z&\vc life in 
the fcrvicc of his fellow creatures. 

Round Weilley's urn no fan- 

^uine laurels bloom. 
No widow's curfes murmur on 

his toQib ; 
No blood-ilain'd fyc&rci haunt 

his parting hour, 
Grin round his bed, and o'er 

his pillow low V ; 
No butcber'd orphan glares in- 
dignant by. 
To fcare the (lumbers from his 

dofing eye ; 
But peace comes finiling, with 

a feraph's wing, . 
And deals the barb from death's 

relenting fting ; 
To his IsSl hours the good man's 

meed is given, 
. Approving conscience, and 

APPROVING HEAVftN ! 

With all the warmth that genius 

can impart^ 
He pour'd the living precept on 

the heart; 
Confol'd the feeble, and con- 
firmed the ftrong, 
And led the timid fearlefsly 

'along; 
Grief, ficknefs, forrow, want, 

his bounties ibar'd, « 
And needy worth was fure of 

its reward. 
Not even avarice, the vice of 
. age. 
Clouded the lufire of his life's 

Jaftfiage; 
Rich in the treafure of a feeling 

.mind. 
He knew no good but that of 

all mankind. 

WICKLIFFE, JOHN, a 
fludent of Merton, in the 
fourteenth ceqtury, afid redtor of 



Canterbury College, Oacford, a 
foundation afterwards fwallpwed 
uj> in the fuperior, the magnificent 
ftrufture, founded by Wolfey, at 
Cbrift-church. 

ConfefTedly a man of genius and 
learning, be fulfilled the duties of 
his office with credit, till, by the 
intrigues of the Vatican, he waj, 
removed; his only crime being 
fuperior talents, while, the income 
pf^ his n&OKfhip attra^ed the ava* 
ricious wifhes of his fucceffor,. 
Woodhull, a, hungry regular, who 
was at once hated and defpifed. 

It h^s been frequently obje6^ed 
t9 Luther, that it the monopoly 
of indulgences enjoyed by his or- 
der had not been invaded, lie 
would have held his peace. Per- 
hap, had Wickliffe been permit- 
ted by the primate to have remain- 
ed in his poft undifiurbed, thofe 
religious doubts, firfl produced by 
the injudice of his opprefiors, had 
been difTolv^d in the dangerous 
funfhine of luxurious eafe. But, 
as the Almighty only can read the 
fecrets of the heart, I will not de- 
cide on the motives of our intrepid 
reafoner, who was fpirited and 
energetic, while the majority of 
his cotempoi'aries were bound 
down by the fetters of credulity, 
and fcholailic chimsera ; who made 
rapid advances in demolifbing er- 
ror, and diffufing truth, at a pe- 
riod fo remotely anterior to Luther 
and Melancthon. 

The do6trines which Wickliffe 
publickly preached, and in which 
he was openly countenance4 by the 
Duke of Lancafler and his fon, 
were wonderfully bold for the age 
in which he lived ; they are addi- 
tional proofs of a truth, which has 
been often mculcated in this work, 

that 
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that forcible argument, uncontro- 
vertible decluftion, intcrefting truth, 
and even common fenfe, will not 
on all occfl^ns, infure a favoura- 
ble reception from mankind, blind- 
ed by fuperftition, and prejudiced 
againd their benefaftors, by the 
felfiih fuggcftions of interefted gnd 
irritated teachers. A cafe more 
(hong in point cannot be adduced, 
than the late Smithfield fires blazing 
at Birmingham, where the blind 
muhitude, in the cant and literal 
phrafe of old times, were for burn- 
ing the wizard Prieftley. The hu- 
nun mind mufl be gradually train- 
ed and prepared, by the mild in- 
fluence of literature, philofophy, 
and icience, or the precious feeds 
will fall on a foil, either choaked 
vtith weeds, or uiffriendly to vege- 
tation. The tenets maintained 
by the fubje^ of this article were 
tbefe : 

I. The confecrated bread and 
wine, aie not the real body, but 
only the emblem or figure of 
Chrift. 

II. Rome is no more the head, 
than any other church, nor was 
more poflfer given to Peter than 
the other apoftles. 

III. When the church miibe- 
haves, or makes an ill ufe of her 
endowments, it is not only lawful, 
but meritorious, for a prince or 
temporal Icid, to take them away. 

IV. The Gofpel affords fuffi- 
cient dire^ion for the condu6t of 
a chridian ; a|l other rules or dis- 
cipline eflabliflie^i by men, in 
matters of faith,, may or may not 
be followed, according to the con- 
fcience or convictions of every in- 
dividual. 

WicklifFe, who contrary to the 
hxc of many reformers^ died a 



natural death, ^as put>lickly exa* 
mined by his old enemies Arch- 
hifliop L^ngham, and Courtney, 
Biihop of London, before a vaii 
concourfe of people, in St. Paul's 
Church; he was accompanied by 
his patrons, the Duke of^Lancailer 
and Lord Percy. On this occafion 
a difpute arofe between the biihops 
and thefe noblenien, on a point 
of ceremony, whether WicklifFe 
fhobld fit, orfhind; which arofe 
to fuch violence, that the people 
took the part of the bifhops with 
much heat and not(e, and the 
meeting broke up in tonfiifion, 
after the following words had paf- 
fcd betw^n Courtney and the 
Duke. — Bifhop. " It is unreafon- 
able that a clergyman cited before 
his ordinary, (hould fit during his 
anfwer. He {hall fland."^ Duke 
of Lancafter. *< Wickliflfe, fit 
doivn; for you my lord biChopi 
you are grown fo proud and arro- 
gant, I will take care to humble 
your pride, and that of all the pre- 
lates in £ngland.'* 

Bifhop. " My confidence is in 
God alone, who gives me boldneft' 
to fpeak the truth." The Duke. 
Speaking foftly to Lord Percy, 
'« Rather than take this firom the 
bifhop, I will drag him by the 
hair of his head, out of the 
church." 

This fpirited divine, who was 
Reftor of Lutterworth in Leicef- 
terfhire, at a public meeting of 
the Clergy in that County, was 
reproached by Knighton, a Canon 
of Leicefler, in the following 
words : ** You have tranflated the 
gofpel of Chrifl out of Latin into 
Engliflij that gofpel which was 
entrufled to the Clergy and the 
Doftort of the Churchi that they 

might 
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might miniftcr it to thfe laity and 
the weaker fort, according tp the 
exigency of time and occafion ; by . 
jour means, this , Scripture jewel, 
this evangelical pearl, has been 
rendered vulear and of fmall ac- 
count, and will at lafl be trodden 
under- the feet of fwine." With 
equal propriety, and with the fame 
logical precifion, Knighton might 
have addrefled himfelF to the cut- 
ler, who fiirnifhed knives for the 
pnrpofe of eating dinners : *^ You 
have done an imprudent a6tion, 
you have put inflruments of de- 
flrudtion into hands, which may 
perpetrate mifchief with them ; a 
paflionate man may plunge one in- 
to the bofom of hiS neighbour, and 
with one of your weapons, a def- 
ponding man may be tempted to 
commit fuicide. 

WIDOW OF EPHESUS, 
the faithlefs relia of a 
doating hufband, the circum- 
fiances of whofe ftory, have been 
for ages related, and embellifhed 
by poets, hiflorians, fatirids^ and 
wits, for the purpofe of raiting a 
laugh, at the ex[>ence of thofe 
widows who propofe themfelves as 
patterns of inconfolable and ever- 
lafting affliction ; it proves, if any 
proof were wanting, that the moft 
outrageous expreflions of forrow 
and regret, may be fpeedily fol- 
lowed by flagitious condu(5t. 

A palFage in Petronius, and a 
bafib relievo, dug from the' ruins 
of Ncro*s Palace, are the moft an- 
tient and decifive teftimonies in 
favour of this tale, on the truth of 
which, learned men have not ex- 
actly agreed. The weaknefs of 
human refolution, and the proba- 
bility of over afted, great, oftenfi- 
ble forrow, not being always real, 



and feldom of long duration, have 
however given currency to the 
anecdote, from the days of John of 
Salisbury, a Biftiop of the Gallican 
Church, at the clofe of the twelfth 
century, to the time of Euftace 
Defchamps, who, in 1393, com- 
pofed a (hort hiftory of this dif- 
graceful tranfa<^ion in French 
verfe. A wire-drawn novel, on 
the fame fubje6t, publifhed in duo- 
decimo^ at London, in 166$, un- 
der the aifumed name of Harris, 
fcarcely deferves to be mentioned ; 
though confidered and coveted, by 
the colle<5tors and connoiiieurs, as 
a fcarce book, it is a ftrange unin- 
terefting medley of wild digreffions, 
fceptic opinions, and culpable ob- 
fcenity. 

It is not a little lingular, that 
among the various fuperftru6hirc8, 
built on the ground-word of Pe- 
tronius, Du Halde mentions a 
Chinefe publication, caft in a dra- 
matic form, and apparently l>or- 
rowed from the frail fubjeft ofthe 
prefent article. Perhaps it may 
be faid, how could the Satyricon 
find its way to the libraries of 
Pekin? To this it niajrbe an- 
fwered, that human nature is the 
fame in all countries; that, with- 
out having perufed the fatirift of 
Nero, a writer of common faga- 
city, and a little knowledge of the. 
world, would naturally delcribe 
widows like their fex, inconftant, 
and young nien as hot-headed 
and amorous. Confiderable light, 
it muft be confefled, would have 
been thrown on the fubjed, had 
our indefatigable compiler, whofe 
materials are not, in every in- 
ftance, to be received with im- 
plicit faith, had he told us, whe- 
ther the book in queftion, was of 

a date 
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a date rczDotcly antenar to ibe 
arrival of the furfi BTitfonarks in 
Afia. 

The frail fabjed of nnr pre- 
feot article, has afbrded mzxerinis 
to various writers. The foj lowing 
is taken from an old book in oh- 
iblete French, and the produ^on 
-of the fourteenrh centunr. *'/jt«rf j,'* 
fays the writer, *^ Jtet qm. em wuta- 
veje fami fiJUr 

A brave but gentle knight, wis 
bleded with a lerder and loving 
help>mate, who W25 the dcJight of 
bis heart, and the p';eafure of his 
life ; they were coaadcred as pat- 
terns of conjugal love and nuptial 
felicity. But all earthly happinefs 
is tranfitory. The dame was fore- 
ly and fuddenly opprelTed with a 
grievous malady, from which, al- 
though (he at kft recovered, her 
fond hufband, from the efire<^ of 
anxiety and broken reft, on a de- 
licate conflitution, langutfhed for 
a few months, and died. No 
bounds were fet to the lamenta- 
tions of his unhappy widow, (he 
obflinately refufed the foothings of 
comfort, and the refrefhment of 
food, and vowed, that the fhort 
remainder of her days fhould be 
devoted to folitude and grief; that, 
by fo doing, llie might honour the 
memory of that beloved man, who, 
for her prefervation, had facrificed 
his own life. 

She followed his body to the 
grave; and after the funeral rites 
were performed, throwing herfdf 
on the fepulchre, with diSievelled 
hair, fliowers of tears, and heart- 
rending groans, declared, that the 
hand of death alone, (hould tear 
her from that fpot, which contain- 
ed the remains of all that was dear 
to her on earth. Her friends 



made aXLawance for Tiolesit bn- 
gnage and frantic ge&ire, 'when 
thcT can£dered the magnitude of 
her lois, and hoping, that the obli- 
vions hand of time, would diminifh 
the £iarpnc& of her pangs, re- 
qudied her to quit the dreary man- 
fion of death, and withdraw to 
her own hou^ But words avail- 
ed nothing, and, after repeated ex- 
pofhilations, they left the difcon- 
fblate fair on^ in her family vault, 
which had been lately ereded with 
great magnificence by her hufband, 
obferving to place in the maufo- 
leum, lights, food, ftimiture, and 
additional cloaths. 

It was the cuftom of that age, 
whenever a malefador was hang- 
ed, to expofe his body for fevend 
days on the gibbet, as an impref- 
five example; and to prevent its 
being flolen, which relations, on 
fuch occafions, were generally 
eager to do, that they might bury 
a fight fo reproachful to their fa- 
milies; acentinelwas placed on the 
fpot during the night. It hap- 
pened, that on the very day of the 
interment before mentioned, a rob- 
ber had been executed, and at no 
great diflance from the widow's 
fubterraneous apartment. The 
midnight hour approached, and in 
that levere fealon of the year, 
when moft men would prefer a 
fire fide, and a jovial board, to 
a nipping froft, and the keeping 
watch over an executed criminal. 

The foldier on duty, was a 
vigorous well formed young man, 
of creditable birth, and decent 
education ; of the thoufands of un« 
happy individuals, who form the 
armies of modern Europe, a com- 
mon inftance, who, by entering the 
fcrvice in a moment of levity, in- 
toxication^ 
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toxicdtion, or difappointed love, 
bad, by one rafh fiep, hid a lail- 
mg foundation of vain repentance, 
for the reft of his life. Imagining 
that in fuch a night, there would 
be little ^danger of furprize, and 
finding that he could not keep 
himfcif warm by motion, he re- 
folved to retire a few minutes from 
his poll, for* the purpofe of procur- 
ing an additional garment, and a 
cordial draught, to warm his flo- 
mach. 

Perceiving a light iflue from the 
door of the vault, he knocks, and 
on being queftioned who he is, 
and whence he came, briefly re- 
lates his .ftory, adds that he is al^ 
. mofl frozen to death, and begs ad- 
miffion, and a little refieihment. 
After fome delay, with mutual in- 
jun^ions and promifes of good 
behaviour, the -door is opened, 
and a cup of wine revives the 
foldier's fpuits. He looks around 
him with aflonifhment, fees, with 
•furprize, a lovely female immured 
in the caverns of death ; he fwal- 
lows a fecond glafs, and as love' 
and good liquor render moft men 
eloquent, makes feveral fruitlefs 
attempts to enter into converfa- 
tion. The widow anfwers with great 
reluftance, but at length gives him 
to underftand, that Ihe had firmly 
refolved to live and die with the 
corpfe of her hulband. He will 
not at firft believe what he hears ; 
expatiates on the folly of a young 
and beautiful woman, buiying her- 
felf alive ; and infills, that the beft 
tribute Ihe can pay to the knight's 
memory, would be to return, with- 
dut delay, to fociety, and fpend 
the income he had ^neroufly left 
*htr, in afts of chanty and bene- 
Tolencci rather than thus unrea- 



fonably devote hcrfelf to fackcloth 
and ames for life. 

After gently chiding him for 
having introduced a uibjedl, on 
which llie had irrevocably made 
up her mind, Ihe repents having 
admitted the llranger, and prelle* 
him inllantly to leave her. He 
profelTes great concern that }iis ad- 
vice fhould give offence, thanks 
•her in a graceful manner for her 
hofpitality, and hurries back to 
fee that the body is fafe : but in his 
abfeuce, the brother of the perfon 
who had undergone the fentence 
of the law, watched his opportu- 
nity, and conveyed it away. Ter- 
rified at the circumltancc, and con- 
vinced that death or fevere puniih- 
ment would be the certain confe- 
quence of having quitted his poll, 
the centinel feeks in vain for that 
which was loll, and, in the un- 
ceafing relHeflhefs of vexation, 
wanders, without exa6lly know- 
ing why, to the maufoleum of the 
knight. In the mean time, his 
perfon and advice had made a 
deep impreffion, and in fpite of 
the irfiperious voice of honour, 
had driven every idea of her clay- 
cold' hulband from the widow's 
mind. 

He requells admiflion. The Well 
known voice produces in her 
breafl a violent but Ihort lived 
ftruggle of duty and inclination. 
He enters, and his fight gives to 
great love a vi6lory compleat. A 
viAory however not without thofe 
reiterated rallies, thofe exquifite 
recollections of what we ought, 
but what we cannot do, which 
decency, in every lacrifice, /eems 
to demand, and which give an 
air of dignity and decorum, even 
to defeat^ Thefoldicr, with ter- 

ror 
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rot in hb looks, relates his mis- 
fortune, declares himfelf a loft 
man, and that diigrace and death 
will be his inevitable portion. 
«* It would be a pity," replied the 
£iir tenant of the manfioD, in a 
foftened tone, ** it would be a 
pity, that fo well difpofed a man 
as you appear to be, fhould mifera- 
bly perilh in the prime of your 
days ; but, alas ! what can be done, 
what can a forlorn, a deferted wo- 
man do ?" " It was by lift'ning 
to that voice, and by the fafcina- 
tion of ttibfe eyes, that I omitted 
returning to my poft, and would 
they but look kindly on me," re- 
plied the centinel, gently preffing 
her unreludant hand, but unable, 
from the tumult in his own breaft, 
to read the palpable and iignificant 
emanations from her eyes, which 
pronounced her irrecoverably loft ; 
** would they but look kindly on 
me," replied the timid, the blind, 
the infatuated lover, *' it would 
be aqnple compenfation for death 
in its moft terrible ftiape." " Alas," 
cried the dame, "where is my 
widow's vow, where is the me- 
mory, refpe^ and unremitting 
ibrrow, for my departed hufband ; 
ah, rcmorfelefs bewitching young 
man, you have banifhed them 
from my breaft for ever. Ought 
I to exped good faith in a fecond, 
wKb have fo fpeedily, (and indeed 
I blufti at my weaknefs) fo fpeedi- 
ly been taught to forget the obliga- 
tions due to my firft. Ah, un- 

- grateful foldier, if you deceive me, 
but I will not believe it polfible ; 
I yield to the omnipotence of love, 
who, like ncceflity, is the parent 
of many inventions, and he points 
out what muft be done, to fnatch 
you from a cruel death. 
Vol. II. 
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« The dead body, fo lately de- 
pofited in this vault, muft fupply 
the place of that which has been 
taken away, there is neither fenfa* 
tion, refentment, hope or fear 
with the dead. Heaven is my 
witnefs, that while I was a wife, 
nothing was omitted, on my part, 
for the folace and comfort of my 
departed hufband." They inftant. ' 
ly opened the coffin, and bearing 
the corpfe between them, convey- 
ed the knight from his fumptuoiis 
maufoleum, and fufpended him 
on the ignominious tree. * So 
mourned the dame of Ephefus her 
love, and fo was comforted.* 

Thus far moft of the narratives 
tally, but their conclufions are 
widely different; in one inftance, 
the happy pair, after having given 
and received fo decifivc a proof of 
attachment, become man and wife. 
In another, the Lady having in« 
formed the Soldier, that it is in 
her power to relieve him from his 
embarralTment, makes, in a man- 
ner not the moft confiftent with 
female delicacy, a previous ni>.ree« 
ment, that if her plan fucceciH, he 
fhall accept of her hand in wrd- 
lock ; but, after ft performance 4)f 
the agreement on her part, the 
quondam lover doclarcR, in a furly 
tone, that a woman of lier charai*- 
ter is not to be trufted, and ([ults 
her abruptljr. In a third inftunic?, 
the pool" widow is made to take 
an aftive and indccoroiis piirt, in 
maiming and mutilating her huf- 
band, that his body may not au- 
pear different from that of tne 
malefactor; and the perfidious 
centinel, after receiving fuch an 
inconteftible mark of regard, in- 
ftead of repaying her l6vc with 
lyarm returns of rapture and en* 
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dearment, as he had at firft taught 
her to expc6^ ; fpurns her rudely 
from his embrace, reproaches her 
in bitter language, with oaths and 
execrations, for her unnatural in- 
fcnfibility, and want of nuptial af- 
fe6tion; declares, that if he had 
been weak enough to marry her, 
he ihould expc§ to be fpeedily 
fupplanted and murdered by fome 
more vigorous and fuccefsful ri- 
val. He then, with more of the 
(lern feverity of judicial execution, 
than of gratitude or gallantry, 
which would have taught, that it 
was for him the unhappy woman 
had forgot her fcx and herfelf, 
uniheaths his fuord, and, at one 
ftroke, feparates her head from her 
body. 

With fo much unmerited oblo- 
quy, and fo much of unfeeling ridi- 
cule» attached to the deferted flate 
of a widow, a (late to which the 
woman of our heart may the next 
moment be reduced ; may we be 
permitted to paufe and refle£l. 

" By the infurmountable bar- 
rier of a teftamentary forfeiture, 
mj better half (liall be guarded from 
nuptial abfurdity and indifcretion,*' 
fays a man of prudence and fore- 
light, " (he fhall not have it in 
her power to wafte the inheritance 
of my forefathei s, and the fruits 
of the induftry of my pall life, on 
a youthful paramour of eighteen, 
or a brawny citizen of Tipperaiy." 

The prudent man fickens, and 
dies; his parchment-bound widow, 
in the mid -day of life, rufhes from 
ber weeds, after fix Jong months, 
into the world. For many years, 
in the uninternipted habits of nup- 
tial endearment and legal gratifica- 
fion, and with all her paflions 
about her, {^ £nds a cruel, an un« 



juftifiable embargo laid on the firft 
great law of nature ; laid on too, 
by a mercilefs Egyptian tafk-mafter, 
who had prepared a burthen, to 
which his whole life proved, his 
own back was unequal; a tafk- 
mafter, who withm fix months of 
his wedding day, had a little fmg 
things in the new buildings at 
Marybone; who would himfelf, 
' had he been the furvivor, have been 
dropping fugar plumbs into the 
mouth of fome forward hoyden, 
or country cou fin, or been hugging 
the greafy beauties of Tiis cook- 
wench, before the body of his 
deceafed wife, was cold in her 
fhroud. 

** Thefe are your moral philo* 
fophers, who would enforce the 
rigid maxims of chaftity and for- 
bearance," cries his injured relid, • 
in the inquietude, which unnatural 
compulfion, and unjuftifiable coer- 
cion, ever produce; {he wanders 
into the forbidden recefles of vo- 
luptuous indulgence, and at laft 
finks into the abyfs of infamy and 
deftru<^ion. " What then is to be 
done !'* exclaims the anxious father 
of a femily, with a will volumin- 
oufly extended into unceafing pro- 
vifionary inuendoes, a dexterous 
attorney at bis elbov/, and that 
devil, a fortune-hunter, waiting to 
ftep into his (hoes, haunting his 
imagination — ^Wbat is to be done? 

*' Is there no way ?*' 

If you have children, fettle on 
them, to the uttermofl farthing, 
the 'whole of your fortune, what- 
ever be its amount, to be equally 
divided between them after your 
own death, and that of their mo- 
ther. Bequeath to your widow, 
fuppofing her to be leis than Mxy 
years of age, abfolutcJy, and m- 
clogged 
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cloggeti nmtb cmSiMMs^ an annuity 
for her Hfc, gcneroufly propor- 
tionate to the magnitude of your 
fortune. 

On the fubjcA of future mar- 
riage, let her be perfectly at liber- 
g, nor expofe yourfelf, by the 
tal, the toolifh, the frequent er- 
ror, of fuppofing, that her con- 
du^« whom gen^rofity does not 
influence, will ever be rendered 
correct by legal reflri^tion. And 
it is furely hr preferable, that the 
0iarer of your bliisful hours, the 
foother of your early cares, your 
children's mother and guide, 
whofe condu6^ and example mull 
have a powerful efFedt on their 
future lives; it is far preferable 
that ihe (hould again enter the 
Hate of wedlock, though not in 
every refpeft, according to your 
wiflies; than that fhe Hiould ex- 
hibit to the world, as in too many 
late inflances has been done, a 
Blocking, and odious fpe<5lacle'of 
age without decorum, of a life 
commenced in honour, but end- 
ing in fhameful proftitution. 

In declining life, when the pulfe 
wgbt to beat with fober tempera- 
ment, and indicate only a nurfe 
or a night-cap, there can be no 
pofiible objeftion againft prevent- 
ing tottering imbecility, and hoary 
impotence, from commit fing the (in 
of matrimony, under circumftan- 
ces, in which, avarice, folly, or 
worfe motives, muft on one fide 
or other, have been predominant. 
In fuch cafes, legal interdiction 
feems as necelFary to fecond child- 
hood, as fetters for a defperate 
felon, or the coercion of a ftrait 
waiftcoat, ' for an unmanageable 
^adman. 



WILLAN, JOHN, a ftablc- 
boy, at fiarnet, and a con- 
tra<5tor for providing the artillery 
with horfes, who (to ufe a com- 
mon, and as a foreigner tells me, 
our national charafteriftic ex- 
preffion) </rW nvorth a hundred 
thoufand pounds. In the humble 
condition of an attendant at the 
Red- Lion, he atti*a6ted the notice 
of the Duke of Cumberland, in 
the year 1745, by his unwearied 
diligence and fobriety, but more 
particularly by his accurate know- 
ledge of ever)' thing relating to the 
difeafesi the form, the value, and 
the comforts of the horfe. 

It is not to celebrate an hoftler, 
though merit and alliduity in any 
ftation deferve praife, it is not to 
work up infignificancc into hero- 
ifm, of which a good-natured critic 
accufes me, that this article is in- 
troduced. Willan by humble, but 
honeft induftry, ralfcd himfelf from 
obfcurity to affluence and fplendor ; 
without being injurioufly crafty, 
he attained dexterity in piirfuits 
where numbers fail. Forthefe rea- 
fons, in my opinion he dcfervcd 
this (hort memorial ;^ but it was to 
enforce an important, a fometimcs 
forgotten leflbn, that I mentioned 
his name in this place. His qua- 
lilications were of a dillindt pecu- 
liar kind, and fortunate accident 
placed him in a line, where ihofe 
qualifications, and only /^o/i enabled 
him to do credit to his patron, 
ferve his country with fidelity, and 
lay a foundation for the name and 
fortunes of his family. 

In the various occurrences of 
life, who does not lament a diffe- 
rently conduced diftribution ? who 
can fee without indignation, many 
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an official fituation occupied by 
the infignificant tools of parliamen- 
tary intereft, or minifteriai favour, 
without one talent or attainment 
from nature or education, to ena- 
ble them to difcharge their duty 
with public^ applaufe, or private 
fatisfadion ? In thefe and a thou- 
fand other inflances, motives to- 
tally foreign to requifite perfor- 
mance, are thrown into the pre« 
pondei-atitig fcale, by party parti- 
s^ity, and private friendfliip. I 
have known men advanced to 
offices of high efficiency and re- 
fponfibility,^for the following cu- 
rious realons, becaufe they were 
God-ohildren to their patrons, 
becaufe they were odious in a pre- 
ceding reign, had faved a favorite's 
life, or repeatedly forfeited their 
own. The aflbciate of a Pharo 
table has often obtained the com- 
Qiand of a fleet, from which a 
worthy character has been difmif- 
^, in a career of the moft brilliant 
vi6l:ory: a well-played rubber at 
whifl, being an excellent (hot, a 
keen fox hunter, a three bottle 
man, a hummer of a catch and 
glee, or a mxmderful man at Burtbn- 
rynfent, have been the means of 
providing many a comfortable re- 
treat at the Admiralty, the Cuf- 
toms, the Treafuiy, the Stamps, 
pr the Excife, for men, whofe 
abilities in any other refpedl, 
fcarcely qualified them forthe'hum- 
blc office of figning a Treafury- 
warrant, or voting a congi*atula- 
toiy addrefs. 

In private life, this prepofterous 
nifconception, or intereiled mif- 
application of ability, is fometimes 
oiftreffing, and fometimes ridicu- 
lous, more efpeciajly as it occa. 
fionally appeals to our duty, as 



chriflians, and our feelings as men. 
I have known a perfon, who not- 
withilanding his beings 'very poor 
fcbolar^ and an invincible brogue, 
was forced on a family as a Mailer 
of Languages, becaufe he was 
father of a numerous offspring, 
who had lofl their mother. A 
furgeon was once irrefiflibly re- 
commended to me at a water- 
ing-place, who was paralytic and 
purblind; but I could not pof-- 
libly objeft to his bleeding me, 
as he was a very worthy creature, 
and befides had been unfortunate 
in the world. It is not many years 
fince, a man was crammed down 
the throats of a borough in the 
Wefl, by a noble peer, as a Sing- 
ing-Mafter, with one eye, and a 
defeat in the palate of his mouth, 
becaufe he was diflantly related to 
a French furgeon, who' had been 
particularly fortunate, in his treat- 
ment of My Lord, on his tour. 
Taylors verfed in all arts, but? 
that of making cloaths. Butchers 
who deal in carrion, and Lawyei& 
who know more of whift tha» the 
flatutes ; Authors, who uaderfhuid 
more of cookery than grammar ;• 
Phyficians, who are readier at re- 
tailing fcandal, than prefcfibing v 
and burgeons, who think more of 
running-horfes than their patients, 
are on every occafion, ruibing i» 
at the avenues of prejudice, or of 
recommendatory commiferation, ta 
deprive us of the advantages of 
profeffional eminence, extraordt-* 
nary genius, and mechanic dex« 
terity. 

WILLIAMS, Mr. the 
fchool-feliow, the confi- 
dential friend, and afterwards, the 
private fecretary, of Richard Weft, 
Efq. Keeper of the feals in Ireland, 

in 
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in the reign of George the Firft. 
This gentleman is mentioned for 
the fake of introducing a letter 
well worth recording, which in 
the vigilant gnxiety of real, difin- 
terefted friendfhip, he wrote to 
the Widow of his Patron, on the 
fubje6l of her Son, Mr. Richard 
Weft, a young man of lively ima- 
gination, and elegant manners; 
who, vibrating between a love of 
literary leifure, and the feverity of 
profellional ftudy, incurred the 
rifque of finking into fordid fupine- 
nefs. 

A tendency to this inglorious 
eafe, is the misfortune of the age, 
the natural effect of morbid re- 
finement, on an immenfe popula- 
tion, from which, and from the 
circumftance of genteel employments^ 
fuflficiently numerous, not offering 
for the many candidates, our Cof- 
fee-houfes are filled with liftlefs 
loungers, and Air jails with wretch- 
ed prifoners, the unhappy viftims 
of pride and vanity, bad education, 
and parental infatuation. 

This unfortunate, but often, in- 
genious race of men, has been 
lately tagg'd in rhyme, with a 
clafs of individuals, to whom they 
bear a near refemblance, and in 
whom, the fame charafter is occa- 
fionally blended, the verfatilefcrib- 
lers of the day ; by a noble Duke 
and a pleafant man ; 

fiards almoft crowd as much as 
gentlemen, 
is, I believe, his Grace's verfe. 

It may be neceflary tc obfcrve, 
that the Lady, to whom the letter 
I propofe reciting, is addrefled, 
was a daughter of Bifhop Burnet ; 
and that the young man, who is 
the fubjeft of it, was in habits of 
the clofeft intimacy with Mr. Grayi 



a man fcrupuloufly nice in the 
choice of hfs affociates. Several 
of his letters, preferved by Mr. 
Mafon, and his Ode to May, de- 
ferved and obtained the praife of 
Dr. Johnfon. ' But I mufl not be 
prating at the threfhold ; the letter, 
at lead a good part of it, was as 
follows. 

Lyms^ Jan. 12, t739« 

; " I often 

think of my friend Dick, and 
write on purpofe that you may 
communicate what I fay to him. 
You have not fpoke of him a great 
while; from whence I conclude 
two things, that he is pretty well, 
but does not ftudy the law ; if he 
did, your fatisfa6lion and his, 
would fopn make me hear of it. 
Young people do not fee far, and, 
what \i worfe, do not care to be 
advifed by thofe who can. They 
will not be the better for etir ex- 
perience. What would I not un- 
dertake, were I twenty years of 
age, and with my prefent know- 
ledge of the world? It is at his 
fervice. 

*' I have often confidered his 
averfion to the law, and lament it, 
becaufe it is a natural, and almoft 
a fure method of advancing him- 
felf. His father's name, fo much 
efteemed, his friends and mine, 
with his own parts, could fcarccly 
have failed. He has no fortune, 
at leaft, none fufficient to keep 
him cjean, unlefs in retirement, 
which I know, (though perhaj)s he 
does not) he never will chufe. 
My cafe and his were much the 
fame. With fmall expectations of 
foitune, and lively parts, I was 
foon introduced into good compa- 
ny ; they were pleafed, and I was 
flattered. " My Boy," laid my 
Father, 
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Father, who was an excellent ma- 
thematician, but knew very little 
of the world, " My Boy iliall 
qualify himfelf for polite circles, 
and fome one or other of thefe 
great men will provide for him." 
I dire6Vly ftudied French, Italian, 
dancing, fencing, riding, draw- 
ing, heraldry, and mufic. In 
ftiort I was to be made a fine gen- 
tleman, as foon as poflible. Inftead 
of being educated to a profeflion, 
inftead of acquiring knowledge, 
that was ufeful and neceflary to 
mankind, I was furniflied only 
with the fuperfluities of life. 
Without a fortune, 1 was to be 
taught to live, as if I had one. 
Habits were formed, which if I 
did not fucceed, would make me 
miferable for the reft of my days. 

" Something more than Greek, 
Latin, French, Italian, &c. was 
necelfary ; and I was ftiut up for 
two years, in order to ftudy the 
Hiftory of Europe, Domat on the 
Civil Law, Grotius, Puffendorff, 
and laftly, four folio volumes of 
Treaties. This labour gone 
through, with tolerable fucccfs, 
I was next to find a Patron. My 
great friends had not been ufed to 
hear me fpfak of wanting em- 
ployment ; they reliflied my con- 
veifation, and praifed my Odes; 
however, they irniled on, 'till my 
Father's pockets grew low, and 
drefs and chair hire became too 
cxpenfive. 

** Luckily, a Patron was at laft 
found, who underftood what wit 
and parts were, as he excelled in 
them himfelf; but he knew, that 
thefe alone, were not enough ; I 
endeavoured to convince him, I 
had more material furniture in my 
head, and fuccccded. Wc went 



abroad together; the weight of 
his character, which was excel- 
lent, and his being a near relation- 
of the minifter, gave me reafon 
to cxpe<El the moft flattering confe- 
quences. What hindered? Why, 
the commoneft thing upon earth, 
my Patron was turned out, ^nd 
Mr. Secretary had to feek for 
another. 

" With better luck than ordi- 
nary, and two or three great men's 
recommendation', another was 
found, and my little boat was again 
afloat ; the gale was profperous, 
and the weather fine; but in a 
twelvemonth, the Envoy died. 
Thefe changes aftoniftied me ; I 
was a young man, and did not 
recolleft, that people were to die, 
or minifters to be turned out. 
What was to be done now ? No 
hioney, and my former Patron in 
difgrace. Friends timid and cold, 
unable or unwilling to ferve me. 
In this condition, in want of every 
thing, but a fine coat, and a laced 
fhirt, I languiftied on for three 
long melancholy years ; fometimes 
elevated for a moment, by a fmile, 
or a nod, but for the moft part, 
folitary, deje6ted, and reduced to 
the agony of talking of my misfor- 
tunes, and wants, and that baled 
of all conditions, the intolerable 
flavery of borrowing, to fupport 
an idle, ufeiels being. What would 
I then have given for a profeflion. 
My Greek, my wit, my Italian, 
my dancing, and my treaties, were 
entirely ufelefs to me. 

" In this wretched fituation, re- 
tired eighteen miles from London, 
to an obfcure village, in debt to 
taylors, drapers, butchers, and 
chandlers ftiops, I received a letter 
from an intimate friend, acquaii^it- 

ing 
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ing mr, thar he w^s jnft appointed 
to acooUftieribif employ meat ; and 
de£nog ere to cocne dinKXlr to 
town, sLod deteExninc which of 
the cocuiderablc p'aces he had to 
beftov, voald be moit agree- 
able CO me. Gueis at my jov and 
graritiide, I can exprels neither; 
any more than my grief, but by 
thoie tears which now flow from 
my eyes, becanic that friend is 
no more. He oreriooked my un- 
filne£» for any place under him, 
from my ignorance of the ]aw ; 
and obliged me to take the beft he 
bad to give, which was full a 
thoaiand poonds a year. His age 
and my own promifed riches, 
for many years to come; but it 
was permitted, that he ihould die 
too, with which, I end the hiilory 
of myielf. 

" My readbn for reciting it, you 
and Dick know too well, it is to 
make him feniible, that without 
the knowledge of something, 
which mankind cannot do 
without; neither wit, parts, 
friends, or patrons, can se- 
cure a man from want. 

** Le us iuppofe for a moment, 
as law is not his favourite ftudy, 
that he ihould fucceed in the di- 
plomatic path, and be appointed 
Secretary to a Minifter at a Foreign 
Court ; let it be remembered, that 
be cannot obtain that, without a 
kind of knowledge to the full as 
difficult and difagreeable in acquir- 
ing, as the law of England; as 
remote from wit and poetry, and 
thofe amufements, with which he 
has too long amufed himfelf. But 
fuppoiing him to have fo far fuc- 
ceeded, as to be King's Secretary 
to the firfl Embafly in Europe ; be 
will not be la half £b comfortable. 
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fo eafy a condition to R man of 
lenfe, as if he was in a thr^ pair 
of flairs chanilvfr, at the Temple, 
in the way of getting only aoo/. a 
year 

" In lliort, places arc fo pi-e- 
carious, the attendance in fearch 
of them, fo mean and unmantvi 
refufals and delays fo infupportablc^ 
and the lofs of them when obtain^ 
cd, fo dreadful to one who has not 
a good private foitune, that it is a 
line no reafonable man would ever 
adopt by choice; a useful pro- 
fession IS better THAN A THOU- 
SAND PATRONS. I griei'e when f 
recoiled, that my friend Dick is 
now twenty-two, and has not yet 
read one book, (ince he left Eton, 
for which he or his family will be 
better, as long as he lives!" 

WILLIAMS, RHYNWICK, 
an individual of debnuclini 
manners, depreflcd circumlhuuc;, 
and obfcure life, whole crimrs ov 
misfortunes have procured him a 
name, by which he will more ra- 
fily be recognized by my rradciN, 
— the monftcr ! a peculiar titir nt 
ignominy and difHn(^tion, whirli 
has been univcrfdly i)rll()\vrd upon 
him, with other cpilhcts ut ubulc 
and dcteilation. 

Excited by no one intercll or 
gratification, but the hdlifli one 
which arifcs from terrifying and 
injuring a lovely but drfcncrli'iJi 
part oi the creation ; WillianJH i» 
defcribed, as employing ihdfc in 
tervals of time whirh' could be 
fpared from an efFcminatc employ- 
ment and vulgar fenliiality, in 
wandering though the ilrects, to 
feek unhappy objects for the cx- 
ercife of his unaccountable malig- 
nity. After much threatening, and 
much obfccne language^ menacing 
gcfturc, 
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gcfture, and bitter imprecation ; 
with a weapon, and in a manner 
hitherto neither difcovered or un- 
derfloody he fecrctly and fuddenly 
inflicts on his fair vi6lims, deep 
and dangerous wounds, before they 
have recovered from the furprize, 
his previous deportment has pro- 
duced. 

Such has been the ftrong lan- 
guage of terror and indignation, 
delivered upon oath in a court oir 
jufticc, and received with implicit 
faith by the generous fenfibility of 
a fympathizing public : for who, 
at the recital ot fuch atrocious bar- 
Nrity, has not felt for a wife, a 
mother, or a filler > And that 
bread muft be callous to humanity 
' as well as juflice, which has not 
throbbed with refcntmcnt againft 
the unnatural maimer of beauty, 
youth and innocence. 

The vigorous Roman, who, to 
remedy the fcanty population of 
bis country, fnatched the Sabine 
•virgin from her weeping mother, 
repaired the injury as far as he 
was able, by honourable wedlock, 
and the gentle endearments of 
domeflic love ; in modern times, 
the headftrong raviflier, condemn- 
ed to death by the laws of his 
country, find iome falvo for his 
crime, in the fury of ungovern- 
able paffion, or the unjufiifiable 
duplicity of a vile coquette, who 
excites, abufes, and enjoys: but 
the ftrange depravity of the fub- 
jed of this article, feems to admit 
neither extenuation or defence; 
towards hitriy fcverity in its utmoft 
excefs, is a virtue ; at the tribunal 
of gallantry, doubt and difirufiare 
treafon, and moderation is almoA 
Qonfidered as iharing in his guilt. 

But as there are other tribunals 



before which, this and every othef 
tranfadion will be deliberately 
examined, without prejudice, and 
without palG^on ; it is our duty to 
obferve, that previous to his being 
apprehended, feveral perfons had 
been pofitively charged on oath, 
with being guilty of the fame of- 
fence, for which Williams was 
afterwards committed and puniih- 
ed. This circumftance, together 
with a fpecies of alibi, partially, 
but not fatisfaftorily proved on the 
trial, authorizes me in venturing 
to fufpe<ft, that he might poffibly 
not be the guilty perfon. Yet, if 
after coolly examiningthe evidence, 
it fliouJd appear fufficiently correct 
and exact, to bring home the charge 
inconteftibly, and prove him a£hi. 
ally the man^ I Ihall ftill (for fomc 
reafons I mean to produce) be 
equally unwilling to allow that he 
was the monfter. 

Melancholy experience obliges 
us to confefs, that human nature, 
in its lowed llate of depravity and 
degradation, is capable, whqn un- 
reftrained by religion, by fear, or 
by Ihame, of flagrant enormities, 
which manhood revolts at, and 
decency cannot name. Yet, I be- 
lieve few inftances can be produced, 
in which many great and repeated 
rifques and dangei"s have been in- 
curred, for the mere unmixt mo- 
tive of mifchief only, without 
fome foreign alloy of carnal appe- 
tite^ intereft, ambition, envy, or 
revenge. 

I can, without difficulty, con- 
ceive a hotoheaded, unprincipled 
fcoundrel, working himfelf into a 
paroxyfm, little fhort of madnefs, 
from the rage of difappointed lufi,* 
or the irritating anguifh of a cer- 
tain difeafe^ entailed on illicit love. 

lean 
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I can imagine him, in a moment 
of promiicuous and indifcriminate 
cruelty, declaring war againft the 
whole female mc, and binding 
himfelf by oaths and execrations, 
to maim, disfigure, and defiroy. 
Such iniiances, I fear,' have oc- 
curred ; I would confider them as 
devils incarnate, as imps of hell 
In human fhape ; to flioot, to hang, 
or drown them, with other nox- 
ious animals, beafts of prey, and 
mad dogs, would be a ufehil and 
meritonous fervice. Williams by 
no means anfwered either of theus 
deicriptions, for he was the confi- 
dential and happy lover of women 
of a certain deicription, whofe 
-favors men of the firil rank in this 
country have vainly and repeatedly 
endeavored to purchafe ; his health 
had no otherwife fuffered, than 
from the languid chara6leriftic de« 
bility of a long continued courfe 
of debauchery, which always im* 
pairs the faculties, and exhaufts 
the frame. But' while his fair 
Mends blelTed him with fmiles, 
they did not replenifh his purfe ; 
his poverty was abjcft, he was ai- 
mofl pennylefs, and if he really 
was the monftrous culprit defcribed, 
which I flili doubt, I am clearly 
of opinion, his aim was rather at 
thepocket than the perfon. 

To throw fome light on this af- 
iertion, it will not be amiis to ob- 
ferve, that cutting open, and fome- 
times cutting off the pockets of 
females, is by no means an uncom- 
mon fpecies of theft ; that it pof- 
feflcs this extraordinary recom- 
mendation, when performed with 
dexterity ; the contents of the 
pocket drop inftantly on the fpot, 
and are taken up by the offender 
•at his leifure, without alarming 
• Vol. II. 



the perfon plundered, and with 
little fear of detection. 

If it fhould be objeded, that, 
in every known infhince, wounds 
were inflicted, but the pockets re- 
mained untouched, and that it was 
affuredly bad policy in a pick- 
pocket, to give a previous alarm, 
by violent language and outrageous 
behaviour; I (hall only obtei-ve, 
that the trade he had taken up, and 
the peculiarly royflerious manner 
in which he carried it on, were 
probably new to him ; that, as a 
noviciate, he exercifed it unfkil- 
fiilly, and without fuccefs. His 
virulent language and threatening 
deportment, in the complicated 
mafe of evidence given m, are 
placed at a wrong period of the 
tranfa£Hon ; they fdUfwcd^ rather 
than preceded the ofiience, and were 
made ufe of, when, after being 
accufed of ill defign, he had been 
repeatedly defired to keep his dif* 
tance ; they are to be regarded as 
the paffioaate ebullitions of difap* 
pointed villainy, affecting the ho- 
nefl indignation of fufpemd inno- 
cence. 

The Angular, the heroic, per- 
haps, the miflaken zeal, of Mr. 
Swif^, ought not to pafs unnoticed ; 
who, after expofing himfelf to the 
unerring piftols of Col. Lenox, 
and fearlefs of female frowns and 
public refentment, generoudy ftood 
forth to defend a mifcrablr man, 
the objeft of univerfal detclhition. 

The culprit, it muft be confef- 
fed, had to contend with the learn- 
ing and abilities of diilin^uiflicd 
lawyers ; with zeal to (limulate, 
prejudice to give fticcefs to, and 
lavifh fubfcriptions to reward their 
efforts ; " While all J could ojipofe 
to fuch powerful combination^,'' 

N n favs 
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fays Williams, in a pamphlet be- 
fore me, remarkable for figurative 
language and obfcure fentiment, 
the effe«fl of gloomy guilt, or the 
perturbation of opprefled inno- 
cence, " while all I could oppofe, 
was ignorance and indigence, a 
menaced advocate, brow - beaten 
witncfTes, a ftorm of prejudice, 
»nd ihipwrecked hopes. 

** At fome future time, when 
the paffions and refentments of my 
enemies are gratified or fubfided, 
they may be prevailed on to ac- 
knowledge, that public juflice is 
fometimes converted into a deadly 
weapon, in the hands of private 
revenge ; that prejudice is the nurfe 
of error, and reward the mother 
of perjury. Thofe, alfo, who were 
fo eager in procuring and pro- 
nouncing the fentence againft me, 
at fome remote period may be in* 
duced to coofeis, that, in contem- 
plating the aggravated magnitude 
of my offence, they neglected to 
examine, with their ufual flri6tnefs, 
the various contradiftions of my 
accufers, their exafperated paflions, 
and other circumftances, which, if 
they could not pofitively and cer- 
tainly acquit me of the crime, at 
lead rendered my innocence as 
probable as my guilt." 

Perhaps, it may be an objeft 
worthy the coniideration of thofe 
appointed to expound our laws and 
dilpcnfe us juftice, whether de- 
manding exce(Jj've baily that iron rod 
cf the eld tyranny^ and which, in 
the cafe of the wretched Williams, 
and others I could mention, is tan- 
tamount to perpetual imprifonment, 
be confonant with the mild fpirit of 
the Englifh * Conflitution. If a 
man's crime be fo attrocious as to 
merit perpetual imprifonment| and 



the law of the land annexes it to 
his crinie, in God*s name, be that 
his fentence. But, 1 tnift, the ve- 
nerable bench will never fo far 
yield to the impulfe of popvilar in- 
fatuation, as to punifh crimes with 
pains and penalties, aggravated by 
poverty and abhorrence, but to 
which they never were, by law, 
originally attached. I hope fo im- 
portant a bi-anch of the penal tode 
will ilill continue to be accurately 
defined, by precife, literal inter- 
pretation; and that the voice of 
humanity and common fenfe will 
not be filenced by the anticipations 
of prejudice, by mercileis prece- 
dent, or the decifions of times, 
whofe example it will be merito- 
rious to avoid. 

WOOLS/TONCROFT, 
MARY, a vigorous writer, 
who, fince fuch important revolu- 
tions have taken place in the poli- 
tical forms, is of opinion,, there is 
urgent neceflity for reformation in 
the domeftic inllitutions of ];nan- 
kind. This advocate for the ri^ts 
of women is for mfing her fex to 
their rank in the fcale of exiftence, 
and fuccefsfully combats the di(^ 
graceful arts by which they have 
been too generally rendered the 
mere play-things of capricious paf- 
iion; file inii^s, that mind has 
NO SEX ; that the female part of 
the creatioix, are as capable of all 
that is great and good a^ men ; 
and, that the infidious fyi^em of 
artificial homage, frivolous occu- 
pation, and petty gallantry, at pre- 
fent fo geneially adopted, is only 
a cunning device to divert their 
attention from more important 
concerns; that it is<iifguifing fraud 
by flattery, and facrificing interefl 
to prejudice, 

Mrs. 
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Strs, Woolftoncroft is equally 
avcrfe to the precepts of RouiTeau 
and Gregory, and indeed to every 
i^dem which lays down a mjtfb to 
pUaJe^ as the paramount incitement 
to female a^ion ; confidering it as 
•n irrational and degrading Ipecies 
of dejpendence on a being equally 
fallible with themfelves. On the 
contrary, (he wiihes to perfuade 
women to acquire ftrength of body 
and firmnefs of mind, and to con- 
fider the fafhioaable phrafes, fuf- 
ceptibility of hearr, delicacy of 
fentiment, and refinement of taHe, 
asfynonomous epithets for weak- 
nefs and imbecility ; (he endea- 
vours to convert the " lovely trem- 
l>lers "of the prefent day into ac- 
tive citizens, dutiful daughters, 
good mothers, and ufeful miftrefles 
of families. 

The fituation of a female, edu- 
cated in all the paflive debilitating 
propenfities of a modern fine lady, 
IS defcribed with imprelfive and 
pathetic energy. When her pro- 
testor dies, and leaves her with a 
large family, *' a double duty then 
devolves on her, to educate them 
in the chara<^er both of father and 
mother ; to form their principles, 
and fecure. their property. But, 
alas ! having never thought, much 
lefs a£ied for herfelf, (he has only 
learned to pleafe n\eo. and depend 
on them : yet how is (he to obtain 
another guardian for herfelf and 
children ? a hufband, to fupply the 
place of reafon ? a rational man (for 
we are not treading on romantic 
ground) though he may think her 
a pleafing, docile creature, will not 
choofe to marry a family for love, 
when the world contains fo many 
pretty women, without incum- 
brances. 



*' What is then to become of 
her? (he either falls an ea^ prey 
to fome me^n fortune hunter,_who 
defrauds her children of their pa- 
ternal inheritance, and renders her 
miferable, or becomes the victim 
of difcontent and blind indulgence. 
Unable to educate her fons, or 
imprefs them with refpe6t ; for it 
is not a play on words to affert, 
that people are never refpe£ted, 
(however exalted their ftations) 
who are not themfelves refpedlable ; 
(he pines under the angui(h of un- 
availing regret ; the ferpent's tooth 
enters into her foul, and the vices 
of licentious youth bring her, with 
forrow, if not with poverty, to' 
the grave." 

This afFefting iketch, too often 
exemplified in life, is well contrafl- 
ed by a different character. 

" Let fancy prefent another wo- 
man, with a tolerable underftand- 
ing, a conftitution ftrengthened by 
exercife, and a body in the vigor 
of health ; qualified by intellect 
and education to comprehend the 
moral duties of life, to eftimate 
the dignity and fuperiority of vir- 
tuous independence. Formed for 
a due performance of her relative 
duties, (he marries from afFedtion, 
but not without prudence ; and 
looking beyond mere matrimonial 
blifs, lecures her hufband's refpedt, 
before it is necefTary to exert mean 
arts to pleafe him, and feed a 
dying flame, a flame which nature 
doomed to expire, when the obje£t 
becomes familiar. 

" Fate at length breaks the ten- 
der tie; (lie is left a widow, per* 
haps without fuflicient provifion ; 
but (he is not defolate. The pang 
of nature, though feljt, is gradual* 
ly foftened into melancholy refig- 

N n a nation ; 
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nation; flic returns to her chil- 
dren with redoubled fondnefs, and 
anxious to provide for them, affec- 
tion gives a facred heroic cad to 
maternal duty. Confcious that the 
Being from whom all our comforts 
flow, looks down with approbation 
on virtuous effort ; abftra<Eled, as 
x^eW as elevated by grief, flie che- 
rilhes the fond hope, that thofe 
eyes which her trembling hand fo 
lately clofed, may ftill fee her; 
ihe fubdues every wayward paifion, 
and fulfils the important offices of a 
mother with exemplaiy purity and ' 
propriety. Exalted to heroifrti by 
misfortune, fhe repreiTes the firft 
dawning of a natural inclination, 
before it ripens into love, and, in 
the bloom of life, forgets her fex, 
forgets the pleafure of an awaken- 
ing paffion, which might have been 
infpired and returned. She no 
longer thinks of pleafing, and con- 
fcious dignity prevents her from 
priding herfelf on account of the 
praife which her conduft demands. 
Her children have her love ; her 
' brighteft and warmcfl hopes are in 
s world beyond the grave, to which 
her imagination often flrays. 

*^ I think I fee her furrounded 
by her children, reaping* the re- 
ward of her care. Their intelligent 
«ycs meet hers, whilft health and 
innocence fmile on their cheeks; 
«s they grow up, the cares of life 
ure lelTened by mutual attention. 
She lives to fee the virtues which 
Hie endeavoured to plant on prin- 
ciple, fixed into habit ; to fee her 
thildrcn attain a ftrength of cha- 
racter, fufficient to enable them to 
fcndure adverfity, withput forget- 
ting their mother's example. The 
talk of life thus fulfilled, ihe 



waits, with calm fatisfa6tion, for 
death." 

Mrs. Wool fton croft's opinion, 
that the woman who converts a 
warm lover into a rational and fin- 
cere friend, has no caufe for regret, 
however juft 'and philofophical^ 
may not, perhaps, be cordially 
acquiefced in by ladies at a certain 
age. She fpeaks with (Irong difap« 
probation, on boarding ichoofs, 
and on the general fyfrem of- fe- 
male education ; but till both fexcs 
are converts to reafon, rather 
than paffion, much of her theory 
will be con fide red as the refpe6la- 
ble error of a fenfible mind, the 
chimaera of a rofnanttc imagina- 
tion, fearching for unattainable 
perfection. To follow all her ar- 
guments, and ffroduce the various 
bold and incontrbvertible truths 
advanced in her work, would fwell 
the article to a fize inconfiftent 
with the nature of this colleftion. 

If, however, this fpirited writer 
ihall prevail on her fex to confider 
drefs, cards, and novel reading, as 
the amufement, but not the bufinefs 
of life ; if, transferring their at- 
tention from pleafure to duty, 
that unthinking race, who flutter 
through ' the ftreets, crowd the 
theatres, and fubmit to the crimi- 
nal flavery of fafhion, whole gal- 
ling chains they fo often fink under, 
diffatistied at home, and abroad the 
difturbers of their neighbours ; if, 
inftead of fuch triflers, we (hall, 
at fome future period, be blefled 
with women, wife in their genera- 
tion, examples of wifdopi without 
art, and piety without aufterity ; 
virtue their whole employment, 
and their hearts the foft retreats of 
modelly and humanity; fuch an 
important 



XlMENES. 



277 



important fcrvice will rank the 
name of Mar)' Woolftoncroft with 
the greateft benefa6tors to man- 
kind. 

It has been obferved, in reply 
to fome of her ftridtures on the 
J prcfent ftate of women, that daily 
experience proves the eftablifhed 
fyitem cannot be vei*y unpropitious 
to improvement ; that the various 
departments of hi (lory, poetry, 
politics, ethicks, and philofophy, 
have been, and (lill are, graced 
V^ith a long and fplendid catalogue 
iof female worthies; that in the 
focieties of 2k crowded capital, a 
Jwovincial town, or the ma(5 of a 
watering place, we fhall find a 
number of filly, idle, uninformed 
men, more than proportionate to 
women of the famie defcription. 

XIMElSfES, a celebrated Spa- 
nifli ftatefman, a Cardinal, 
and Archbifliop of Toledo, who, 
by the afcendency of great talents, 
accompanied with fortunate inci- 
dent, burft from the dark cloud 
which had for fo many centuries 
inveloped his country ; and emerg- 
ing from the embarfaffments of 
narrow fortune, a tender conftitu- 
tion, and a numerous, a reduced, 
but reputable family, guided the 
reins of a great monarchy, with 
decifive vigor, acknowledged capa- 
city, and integrity unimpeached, 

A juncture cannot be imagined, 
which more particularly demanded 
the vigorous exertion of judgment 
and refolution, to check the pride 
and prefumption of a rich and 
powerful nobility, who, defying 
the royal authority, and meanly 
claiming exemption from burthens 
and impofitions laid on their fel- 
low fubje<fts, efteemed the power 
of tyrannizing over the peafants, 



and oppreffing the provinces, as 
the hereditary and moft valuable 
privilege of exalted rank. In the 
fifteenth centuiy, the caftle of a 
Spanifh grandee, with its adjacent 
territory, might be delcribed as a 
fortrefs, or royal garrifpn ; and 
the haughty lord of the foil, fur- 
rounded by his vaflals and depen- 
dents, as little lefs than a fovereigrt 
prince; while the pomp of his 
retinue, the fplendor of his equi- 
page, the luxury of his table, and 
his farms, flocks, and herds, with 
a long train of huntfmen, hawks, 
and dogs, made a near approach 
to regal magnificence. 

To remove oppreffive arid licen- 
tious enormity, to reduce withiit 
legal bounds arrogant pretenfion, 
to extinguifli unjuft and partial 
privileges, to enforce the forgotten 
leflbns of obedience and fubordi- 
nation, Ximenes, the fon of a 
country attorney, was called from 
the cloyfter, to which, with the 
ufual policy of that age, he 'had 
retired ; thus fecuring fame, for- 
tune, rank, and other good things 
of this life, by appearmg to re- 
nounce them. 

Three of our prefent Englifh 
Biihops owe their mitres to the 
{oft interceflion of female, patron- 
age ; and, fi nee family connexion, 
and parliamentary intereft, have 
been long confidered, by the dif^ 
penfei-s of church preferment, as 
more powerful recommendations 
than fuperior capacity and eminent 
attainment ; I rather rejoice, than 
lament, that the gentle, but irre- 
fiftible impulfe of love, occafion- 
ally fteps in, to interrupt the bafe 
traffic of corruption, and refcue 
men of benevolence, learning, and 
tafte, from the ruftic' oblivion, 
thankiels 
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thankJefs drudgery, and unrequited 
toil, of 'parochial duty. Ximenei 
was a|>pointed confcflbr to Ifabclla, 
the wife of Ferdinand, and Queen 
of Caftile in her own right ; 
having thus fecured the ear of a 
Queen, other avenues to prefer- 
ment and honour were quickly 
opened to his i^iew. He appears 
ta have been fufficiently endowed 
with two qualities, generally found 
in ecclefiaftics, a quick-fi^hted atr 
tention to their interefts, and a 
peculiar (kill in cultivating, with- 
out fcandal (for he was upwards 
of fcrenty) female favour and 
protection : for thcfe purpofes, his 
predominating character, and his 
cloth, were admirably calculated. 

By the more immediate nomi- 
nation of Ifabella, and contrary 
to the wiflies of her hulband, be 
afcended* with decent reluftance, 
but filled, with exemplary propri- 
ety, the archicpifcopal throne of 
Toledo, was afterwards appointed 
resent, and diffufed an income of 
more than two hundred thoufand 
ducats a year, in rewarding merit, 
cloalhi ng the naked, feeding the 
hungry, founding feminaries of 
learning, and other public fervices. 
Tbe'univerfity of Alcala,' and its 
princely revenue for the various 
profeilbrs, expenfive editions of 
the Camplutenfian Polyglotte Bi- 
ble, and the Mofarabic Liturgy, 
are durable monuments of his 
fplendid munificence. 

Though our prelate thus fuc- 
ceeded to the higheft honours am- 
bition c<iuld aim at, or royalty 
bellow, he had, early in life, ex- 
perienced afRiftion, that fevere, 
but falutary fchool, in which, 
', fooner or later, we mud all be 
initiated, though half the bufincis 



of life confifh in teaching us ra- 
ther to avoid, than in qualifying 
us properly to endure it. Stimu- 
lated by a reftleiTnefs, which has 
fometimes been confidered as an 
infeparable attendant on genius, 
though much oftener the confe- 
quence of uneafy fituation, and 
comfortlefs domeflic profp>e6bs, Xi- 
menes refolved to vifit the Vatican ; 
but near the confines of Italy was 
attacked by banditti, who feizing 
the little fum his father could 'af- 
ford to advance, left him wounded 
on the road. By the humane 
afiiflance of a good Samaritan, 
whom in his pro^erity he did not 
forget, he was enabled, after a 
(hort delay, to continue his jour- 
ney to Rome ; which poflefling at 
that time real power, of which it 
fiifuj fcarcely retains the ihadow^ 
was the land of ecclefiaftic promifc, 
and the fountain head of clerical 
l\onours and emolument. 

From the dexterity of his appli- 
catipns, or the goodnefs of his re- 
commendations to his countryman, 
AJphonfo Borgia, a turbulent Spa- 
niard, abforbed in enriching his 
nephews, who fat on the throne of 
St. Peter, under the name of Cal- 
lillus the Third, he procured what 
has been called a fpec^tative bull, 
that antient fource of contention 
which entitled the perfon named 
in it to the firft vacaj^t prebend, 
however valuable. Ximenes, whofe 
temper and circumftances did not 
permit him to relinquiih any fair 
advantages, thought himfelfjufli fl- 
ed, on his return to Spain, in ex- 
ercifing a right with which he was 
legally invelted by one whom he 
confidered as fupreme head of the 
church. 

The firmnefs of his demands, in- 
volved 



volved him in altercation with 
Cariila, at that time Archbifliop 
of Toledo, who, flimulated by in- 
tcreft, or offended by refiftance, 
imprifoned this defender of pap^l 
jurifdi^ion, which it was his fate, 
at a future period of his life, flre- 
nuoufly to refifl, when, on the 
fubje£t of indulgences, he oppofed 
the artful blandifhments, and hum- 
bJcd the triple crown of Pope 
Leo the Tenth. A feditious prieft 
was confined in the fame place; 
in a loud voice, and with fcriptural 
language, he raifed the drooping 
fpirits of Ximenes, exhorting him 
to regard the prefent calamity, as 
a fure forerunner of future eleva- 
tion. After a fliort paufe, fignifi- 
cant gefture, and an accurate, or 
a pretended infpec^ion of his coun- 
tenance, " I perceive," exclaimed 
the enthufiaftic prifoner, " I clear- 
ly perceive, in every feature of 
your face, ftrong emanations of 
the holy fpirit, united with the 
noblefl qualititsof head and heart; 
you (hall be the reftorer of your 
family, the faviour of y(5ur coun- 
try, and an exalted light of the 
church. In the fame cell to which 
1 am now condu<fting you," con- 
tinued our prophetic phyfiognomift, 
firmly grafping hfs hand, " was 
once imprifoned the holy prelate 
Zere villa, who afterwards exchang- 
ed his fetters for a mitre ; rely on 
God*s providence, and the inter- 
ceflion of the Blefled Virgin, to 
conduct you from fimilar misfor- 
tunes, to equal, if not fuperior 
triumph and exaltation." 

This predi6tion of flattery or of 
infatuation, which, had it failed, 
would, with Ximenes and its fore- 
teller, have been buried in ever- 
lafling oblivion, contributed per- 
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haps, like others of fimilar ten- 
dency, to haften its own accom- 
plifliment; and the future regent 
of Spain, prudently tempering po- 
licy with devotion, and rendering 
fanaticifm fubfervient to the pui- 
pofes of ambition, converted the 
fleps of the altar into a footftool to 
the throne. An anecdote of phy- 
fiognomy fo remarkable, feems to 
have efcaped the affiduous inge- 
nuity and entertaining prolixity 
of Mr. Lavater, in his pleafing 
work of the imagination : I 
doubt if that fkilful tranflator of 
countenances makes fufficient al^ 
lowance for the foreign impr6ffion» 
and alterations efl^efted by educa- 
tion, fuperftition, philofophy, and . 
intereft, on the Jiuman feature. 
By thefe omnipofent innovating 
talifmans, men have been taught 
to countera6t and almoft efface the 
firft great biaffes of nature and 
difpofition, and to conceal a rave- 
nous wolf, or the beaked vuhure un- 
der the gentle femblance of a lamb, 
or the mild afpedt of a turtle dove. 
This opinion is happily illuftrat- 
ed by the well-known ttory of an 
antient fage,.who was interrupted 
in one of his difcourfes 6y a far- 
caftic fneerer, in the following 
words : " Let the hoary hypocrite 
preach up virtue and philofophical 
forbearance, and cry down carnal 
indulgence, as long as he pleafes, 
but believe not a word that he 
fays, for I fee by his face he is a 
glutton, and a lafcivious debauchee, 
devoted to vice and criminal in- 
dulgence himfelf." The provok- 
ed difciples were preparing to pu- 
nifti, with fignal feverity, this in*, 
folent traducer of a preceptor whom 
they loved with veneration, and 
whofe character they had long 
looked 
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looked up to and contemplated as 
the nobleft model of hiiman virtue 
and perfcdion : " Abftain from 
violence," cried the philofopher, 
without a frown, " let him depart 
unmoleiled; however wrong his 
deduclions may be, the data on 
which he reafons are not without 
fome foundation : I was early and 
ftrongly inclined to the vicious pro- 
pcnlities he alledgcs againfV me, 
and (hould probably have been the 
monder he defcribcs, but for the 
divine precepts of philofophy, and 
the preternatui-al influence and in- 
terference of the guardian fpirit 
which prcfided over the hour of my 
biith, encourages me to refift the 
allurements of vice, and fecretly 
direds all the anions of my life." 

I {hould conclude this article 
with confiderable fatisfa<flion, were 
I able to exculpate Ximenes from 
the odious guilt of religious into- 
lerance, and bloody perfecution ; 
but the rigid, the inexorable im- 
partiality of hiftory, compells me 
to declare,, that a great, and, in 
many inftances, an enlightened 
minifter, the reformer of various 
abufes in church and flate, who 
had punillied the fpoilers, robbers, 
and murderers of Mexico and 
Peru, with death and confifcation ; 
whofe voice the proud opprcflbrs 
of his country trembled at and 
obeyed, was a zealous ttid active 
enforcer of the rules of the holy 
oiiice, an unrelenting kindler of 
the fires of the deteftable inquiii- 
tion ; that he perfoually attended, 
with pomp, and apparent pleafure, 
thofe abominableAuto da fes,which 
took their origin from hell. 

The caufe of truth might per- 
haps induce me to hear with a fmile, 
or with a figla> that his zeal wa& 0) 



fuccefsful as to prevail, by argu* 
ment or by threats, on three thou- 
fahd Mahometans to be baptized 
in one day ; but his condemning 
to flow fires, numbers of unhappy 
Morefcoes and Jews, who, ftub* 
born in the habits of religious fu- 
perflition, turned with horror from 
the crofs, will hand down the 
name of the Cardinal to after ages, 
as a bigotted and mercilefs tyrant, 
an enflaver of the iacred rights of 
con(cience and private opinion, a 
dealer of death, and as he thought, 
of damnation round the land, on 
all whom he, a creature of frailty 
and mi flake, confidered as enemies 
of Divine revelation. 

I have heard, I have frequently 
heard with pleafure, but without 
conviftion, arguments in favour of 
Ximenes, his favourite hero, for- 
cibly delivered, and artfiilly ar- 
ranged by his countryman, a learn- 
ed and ingenious friend, whofe 
critical eye may perhaps favour 
this hafty trifle with a perufal ; but 
I muft beg leave to lay that the 
regent was fnfticiently powerful, 
had he pofFefled the inclination, 
not only to have moderated, but 
to have overthrown the inquifition, 
however inter^'oven with the dark 
maxims and flern defpotifm of the 
Spanifh government. Neither can 
I be of opinion, tliat any juftifi- 
cation can be fairly deduced from 
an expreflion made ufe of, in the 
parable of our Saviour, when the 
various guefts who were bidden to 
a feaft, having on various pretences 
abfented themfelves, meflengers 
were fcnt to vifit the highways, to 

COMPEL OTHERS TO COME IN. 

If reafoning in defence of reli- 
gious perfecution, often derived 
from this ftale foundation of jpopiiU 
caiuiilry^ 
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cafuiftry, if compujfion, if fan- 
guioary compulfion in matters of 
opinion, be once received as obli- 
gatory, or even lawful, we then 
are bound to applaud rather than- 
execrate, the torrents of blood,, 
which have been fhed from, the 
days of David and Qambyfes ; the 
Roman cruelties exercifed on the 
primitive chriftians, or by our an- 
tient Druids ; the horrid Spanifli 
exterminations in South America, 
and the bloody St. Bartholomew's 
Day ; the revocation of the cdift 
of Nantz, or the Sicilian Vefpers ; 
the lafcivious fury of Henry the 
Eighth ; the unrelenting bigotry 
of Mary ; the proteftant aflbciation 
fires of 1 7 So, and the late exaf- 
perated zeal, and confuming vio- 
lence of the Birmingham bigots. 

The tomb of Ximenes is ftill 
fliewn in the college, which he 
founded at Alcala, and part of the 
epitaph defcribcs his chara^t^, in 
the Latin of the age in which he 
lived : 

Praetextam junxit Sacco, Ga- 

leamque Galero, 
Frater, Dux, Pneful, Cardineuf- 

que Pater, 
Qui virtute fua junxit diadema 

cucullo. 

His device emblematic of the 
man, was a rock with an arrow 
Ihattered to pieces againft it ; the 
motto was Frangitur in folido, 
which was fuppofed to denote his 
fupreme contempt for the defama- 
tory Fibels, continually pouring 
forth againft his adminiftration. 
Firm in confcious integrity, he 
heard without emotion, the calum- 
nies of Ills enemies, and the only 
anfwer he vouchfafed to a difap- 
pointed priefli who had publickly 

Vox.. Ij. 



accufed him of luxury and pride 
in his drefs, was, fending for the 
trembling divine, and ihewing 
hiai a hair doth, which (what- 
ever his external drefs might be» 
in conformity to rank anid cuf- 
tom) he confiantly wore next his 
(kin. 

This prelate is almoft the only 
inihmce on record, of an individual, 
at the fame time refpe£led and 
feared as a Minifler, and reveren- 
ced as a Saint, by his cotemporaries, 
who, generally afcribed to hixn 
the power of working miracles. 
It has been matter of doubt, and 
is not eafy to determine whether 
the religious enthufiafm of Xime«- 
nes, and the canting myilicifm of 
CromweH, were real or afFedkd. 
There perpetually occurs, amidft 
the viftories, cabinet intrigues and 
mod ftrenuous energies of the lat- 
ter, {yich.feekings of the Lord^ fuch 
fanatic nonfenfe, and unintelligible 
myfticifm, worthy of a Zinzendorf, 
or a Jacob Behmen, that we are 
daggered in deciding on his real 
charafter. A French writer, wha 
has left an Fpitaph on the Ufurper^ 
lays, 

Il'meritait mieux q'un Sceptre 
acquis par un Crime ; 

Comment fit il, par quel' etrange 
loi? 

QJ^a tous ceux qui font nes por- 
ter la Couronne, 

Ufurpateur montrait TExempIe, 

De les vertus que doit avoir un 
Roi. 

If Cromwell's religion was hy- 
pocrify, he deferved a halter ; if it 
was real, he muft have been 4 
madman, but, of a fingular fpecies ; 
he was only ma^ " North and 
North Weft ; when the wind was 

O Q Southerly, 
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Southerly, he knew a Hawk from 
a Heron." This is common. 
Has not the wifeft man of us all, 
fome darling infatuation, fome in- 
dulged enthufiafm, fome romantic 
weaknefs in theory or praAice, 
which, at intervals,' leads us aftray 
from expediency, propriety and , 
common fenfe ? 

I am however inclined to con- 
fider the Spanifti Regent, as fu- 
pcrior in (kill, predominating dex- 
terity, and nice management to the 
Engliih Prote6tor. Cromwell was 
equally powerful, but wielded 
rougher and nrwre vifible unmechanic 
tools to attain his purpofes; that 
military defpotifm, which Ximenes 
once, and only once, on a Irving 
occafion, difplayed on a parade 
from the window of a laloon, 
Cromwell called in too often, and 
almoft on every occafion. He 
probably was obliged to accommo- 
date himfelf to the manners of 
fterner charafters, and to ufc fuch 
powerful inftrumcnts as were re- 
quired by the coarfer feelings of the 
Sans Culottes^ by whom he was fur- 
rounded. I ahb fufpecEl, and think 
I have read, that although bred at 
the Univerfity, he had negle£led 
claflical acquirement, and devoted 
thofe golden, thofc precious irre- 
coverable moments of youth, to 
the alternate and contradiftory 
purfuits of grofs fcnfuality, fanati- 
cifm, and religious humiliation; 
Uiis may account for the ungramma- 
tical jargon which he delivered for 
fpeeches. 

Had Ximenes been a native of 
England, and attained the power 
of Cromwell; I have fometimes 
been tempted to think, that by the 
lingular awe-infpiring nature of 
his charaftcr, he would have com- 



pleatly fubjugated, or diffipated, the 
ipirits and refolution of the Re- 
publican and Royaiifl Leaders, by 
gentle but irrefiftible means ; with- 
out rendering himfelf like the 
Ufurpcr, odious to fo confiderable 
a portion of his fubjedts, a circum- 
ftance which paved the way for 
Charles the Second. In that cafe, 
and with an able nephenuy the ofF- 
fpring of his own Joins, England 
might ftill have been crouching 
at home, and triumphing abroad, 
under the iron fceptre of a Pro- 
teftor. 

YOUNG, EDWARD, a poet 
and a divine, with more 
imagination than judgment, but 
poiTeffing a folemn plaintive fpecies 
of verfe, peculiar only to himfelf: 
* it is indeed blank verfe, but 
very different from the blank verfe 
of Milton or of Thomfon,' and Dr. 
Young appears to have been con- 
fcious -of its merit, when he called 
his collected compofitions, the 
works of the author of the Night 
Thoughts. He is faid to have fliut 
his Ihutters, and. to have written 
by a lamp at mid-day, ornament- 
ing his ftudy with fculls, bones, 
and inftruments of death. Thus 
early encouraging, by habitual 
gloom, and melancholy objeds, 
an imagination naturally fertile, 
in feekjng or creating topics of 
difcontent. 

It has been faid, that if Young 
had been a bifhop, he would never 
have written his Night Thoughts. 
But he was far advanced in the 
pathetic drains of complamt, at a 
time when hope is warm in the- 
bofom of moft men ; and had he 
attained the mitre, a difappoint- 
ment in the primacy might have 
produced the fame efieSs on a 

mind 
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mind which feems to have been 
endued with much fenfibility, and 
to have been deprefled with tem- 
porary obftru^lions of his prof- 
pe6b, which every man ftruggling 
through life naturally experts to 
meet with ; and if he cannot fur- 
mount them, does not think him- 
felf juftified in retiring to the 
cloyfter or the hermitage. Yet it 
is generally underilood, that this 

GENIUS OF DESCRIPTIVE WOE, had 

really felt the barbed arrows of 
domedic calamity, and that difap- 
pointed profpe6ls afforded him an 
oflendbje and fufiicient caufe of 
complaint. 

His Univerfal Paifion contains 
much juft fatire, good verfe, and 
laughable humour; but its cha- 
rafter is debility — -it wants point 
and terfeneis. This poem was 
publifhed before Pope's Satirical 
Epiflles made their appearance, 
and has therefore the credit of 
giving the lead to that kind of 
writing. The country Tquire, who 
-welcomes his friend with a thump 
upon his back; the coffee-houle 
beau, who values hrmfelf on the 
learning of his heels; the anti- 
aquarian who is indifferent to his 
daughters flarving, provided Cleo- 
patra is fafe; and the lady on 
horfeback, who ivhifiks fiueet her 
diuretic Jiraim^ are juflly conceived, 
and happily defcribed, and the 
iatire, as all fatire ought to be, is 
morally applied. 

In Chrononhotonthologos, a fa- 
tirical drama on the vicious ftyle 
of certain tragic writei*s, and not 
badly written, many of Dr. Young's 
literary eccentricities are pourtray- 
ed in caricature ; particularly the 
violent fpeech oh the blow, which 
furniihed a plot to his Revenge. 



Bombardinian, the general, on 
receiving a box on the ear from 
his royal mafler, breaks oiit into 
the moft furious hyperbole ; calls 
on the fun and moon to put them- 
felves into eclipfe, bids hills, dales, 
feas, cities, run together, and into 
'chaos pulverize the world, becaufe 
Bombardinian hath received a blow. 

Though the tragedies of Young 
are animated, brilliant, and clafiir 
cal ; though they paint in glowing 
language the fury of rage and re- 
venge, and the agonies of jealo^fy, 
love, and defpair ; yet it muft be 
confeifed their beauties are difgra- 
ced by puerile pun and conceit, 
and occafionally by fiiftian and 
rant. 

Were I to produce fome of the 
greateft beauties, and fome of the 
greatefl abfurdities that an Englifh 
library affords. Young would be 
the author I fhould fix on ; his 
beauties are fublimity of thought, 
and dignity of expreflion ; he is 
tempted into faults, by purfuing 
them to extravagance and bom- 
bafl. 

His Night Thoughts, that fpe- 
cies of coYnpofition which he may 
be faid to have created, abound in 
unnatural flights of fancy, are of- 
ten obfcure and fometimes unintel- 
ligible ; he occafionally perplexes 
both himfelf and his perufer, in a 
playfome unceafing purfuit of tri- 
fling figures, allegories, and alhi- 
fions, not always apt. Yet, with 
all their faults, they irrefiftibly 
feize the mind of a reader, and 
powerfully interefl him in the 
midnight forrows of the plaintive 
bard ; they have a merit which no 
produftions but thofe of real genius 
.ever pofTefs ; with fcarce any fads 
db^ncidents to awaken curiolity, 
•#© o 2 they 



ft84 



YOUNG. 



they Ijpcak to the heart through the 
tnedium of the imagination-; they 
inftnift, but do not fatigue us; 
they amufc, and feldom areranguid. 
His view of the nature and fa- 
culties of an immortal foul, clogged 
bv the finite and pcrifhable mate- 
rials of Its houfe of clay, is pro- 
found, ftriking, comprehenfive, 
And what in him is rare, clo/hiy 
comprchenfive. 

** How great, how fmall, how 

abjcft, how auguft, 
How complicate, how wonder- 
ful is man ! 
How center'd in his make fuch 

ftrange extremes, 
Of different natures marvcloufly 

mix'd ; 
Connexion exquifite of diftant 

worlds, 
Diflinguiih'd link in beings end- 

lefs chain, 
jMidway from nothing to the 

deity; 
An heir of glory, a frail child 

of duft ! 
Helplefs immortal, infeft infi- 
nite! 
A worm, a god ■ " f 

An angel's arm can't fnatch me 

from the grave. 
Legions of angels can't confine 

me there ! " 
His arguments in favor of infi- 
nite duration in a future flate, 
though not logically conclufive, arc 
beautifully poetic: 

** O ye bleft fcenes of perma- 
nent delight, 

Cou'd ye fo rich in rapture 

fear an end. 
That ghaflly thought would 

drink up all your joy, 
And quite unparadik the reak 

of light." 
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Wlio does not regret that fuch 
a writer Ihould degrade himfelf by 
licentious, bare-faced and impious 
Hattery : 

Wits (pare not heaven, O Wil- 
mington, nor thee." 
It is not I fear, the firft time that 
poetry has been proilituted to the 
lervile purpofes of adulation. 

Yet, excepting his bafe flattery, 
which his trade as a courtier taught 
him, and which appears in the 
body of his worfis, as well as in 
his fulfome dedications ; a few of 
his tragical rants, his poetical flights 
into the obfcure, and the imbecili- 
ties of bis old age ; publiihed, I 
think unwarrantably, in fome lat- 
ter volumes, which his friends . 
ought to have fupprefTed ; with 
thefe exceptions. Young is entitled 
to the rare, but important praife, 
of not having left a line, which, 
for moral or religious rcafons, on 
his death bed Ire could wifh to 
have erafed. 

The young author,' impelled by 
a love of fame, or of money, who 
is ardently pufliing forward in the 
race for applaufe ; and the copious 
writer who is too apt to confider 
rather what will be read, than 
what he ought to write, will do 
well to weigh this circumflance, 
and apply it : 

Nam femcl emiflum fiigit irrc- 
vocabile fcrrptum. 

Mr. Herbert Croft has taken , 
much pains to prove, that the 
chara6ler of LorenTo, firquently in- 
troduced into the Night Thoughts, 
could not be meant for the poet's 

fon nor, indeed, does it fecm 

pofible. 

But the elaborate zeal he exhi- 
bits, has been attended with an 
cfie£t| which the zeal-of his friend- 

ihip 



